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Dear Members, 
We're really excited about this 

year's Annual Meeting of the AMERICAN 
KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION. The date has 
been set for early October, (the 4th, 
5th, 6th, and 7th), a beautiful time of 
the year, especially here in 01' Virginny 
where the meeting will'be held. 

The Executive Committee decided to 
find a place close to the internatio�al 
airports, with reasonable facilities, 
a good flying' field, and some tourist 
attraction, Guess what??? MANASSAS, 
VIRGINIA, filled that bill! 

The Ramada Inn at Manassas will be 
our site. The facilities are good; 
fairly new, spacious, private, and with 
a large adjacent field for spur-of
the-moment kite flying. 

The hotel is located just off the" 
intersection of the U.S. Interstate 
Route 66 and Virginia Route 234, west 
of Washington, D.C. The address of 
the Ramada Inn is 7104 Sud ley Road, 
Manassas, Virginia 22110, and the" 
telephone number" is (703) 361-0221. 

The Ramada Inn is only thirty 
minutes to Dulles Airport and forty
five to National Airport and Washington, 
D.C. The hotel provides shuttle 
service to Dulles on request. National 
arrivees can use inter-airport shuttle 
service to Dulles to board hotel shuttle 
service. Another convenient factor, 
Trailways Bus Company has service to the 
Ramada Inn's door. So-by car, plane, 
train or bus, the Ramada in Manassas is 
easily accessible I 

The big AKA FEST�VAL on Saturday 
will be held at the site of the battles 
of First and Second Manassas (Bull Run) , 
l� miles from the hotel. There is a 
Civil War Museum on an adjacent field 
and several other historically related 
buildings in the area. The flying 
field itself is gently rolliF9 land, 
very open, very large, and in Fall, 
very beautiful. The National Park 
Service has issued us a permit for that 
day, and.the hotel will provide two-
way shuttle transportation for hotel 
guests. -, 

This ar.ea has another big bonus. 
There is a large number of kite fliers 
here. We already have offers of free 
sleeping accomodations available in 
private homes. They range from a space 
on the floor to a room with a bath_ 
Drop a note if you're interested. They 
will be on a first-come-first-serve 
basis. 

We are delighted that OLAN TURNER, 
our Annual Meeting Chairman, has arrang
ed for the registration rates to be 
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slightly lower than last year, while 
offering" a little more. You will have 
a dinner on Saturday night as well as a 
luncheon on Friday included in the cost. 
The ballroom facility will be all ours 
from Thursday evening thru Sunday. The 
room is very large, high-�eilinged and 
will be great for the kites that will 
be displayed; hopefully representative 
of the best the world has to offer. We 
are asking individual members who have 
unusual or interesting kites to briny 
them for display. Trade and Industry 
will also be displaying and demonstrat
ing "what's new" or Itold'n good" with 
them. 

Our program will begin early 
Thursday afternoon with registration. 
That evening you will be welcomed by 
the MARYLAND KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
at a get-together they will host in 
the hotel ballroom. The Trade and 
Industry kite display will be ready, 
and the "let-me-show-you-how-I
handle-that" table will be waiting 
for you to use and peruse. We hope 
you will visit with old acquaintances 
and check in with each retailer or 
wholesaler present. 

Friday will be our business 
meeting and election of the Board 
of Directors. Many of the questions 
you have had this year will be an
swered and the direction you want 
AKA to take for 1980 will be set. 
The day will also include time for 
informal workshops led by our experts, 
each in their own field. 

After the business is concluded, 
we'll hold our Second Annual Kite
fliers Association Auction. Last 
year this was a"lot of fun as well 
as AKA's only fund raiser. Our 
retailers and wholesalers donated 
kites and accessories which were 
displayed and then sold for the 
benefit of our treasury .. The funds 
paid for our first mailing and got us 
on our ,feet. This year we're asking 
the trade to contribute again, but we 
are also asking all kite fliers who are 
interested to send a kite, new or used, 
but autographed or labled by the maker, 
for sale to the highest bidder. Just 
imagine coming home from Manassas with 
a kite made by someone you've read 

" 

about, heard about, admired, etc., etc. 
BEVAN BROWN is the Director of our 

Kite Festival which will be held on 
Saturday. The prizes and awards along 
with the categories and requirements 
will be different this year. (See 
Bevan's info elsewhere in newsletter.) 
It was an exciting day last year, and 
we believe this year it will be more so. 

We haven't settled on the program 
for the evening after the dinner, but 
what we have looks great on paper. 

.Naturally, it's something kite lovers 
would like to see. The dinner will be 
not-too-formal, and we expect a crowd 
of local folks who come for the festival 
will stay with us for the evening. What 
could be better after a day of flying 
than a ballroom full of kites and the 
time to hear from some of the people 
who bui ld them! 

" 

Sunday morning you are in for a 
real treat! AKA members are invited 
to the NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM 
of the Smithsonian Ins"titution for a 
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Robert M. Ingraham - Founder AKA 

privately conducted tour. DR. �AUL 
GARBER, Historian Emeritus of NASM, 
and Life Member of AKA, will be our 
guide. Local members will provide 
transportation for our hotel guests. 
What else you would like to see while 
you are here is up to you and your 
driver. 

_ We hope you find the promise in 
this outline as exciting as we do. We 
know we on�y provide the window dres
sing; the real excitement comes from the 
people attending. 

We're planning for a larger crowd 
than last year. We can see from the 
registration of members this year that 
you are interested in maintaining a 
good organization, and we know we can 
count on you for support. Start plan
ning now so we can see you in October! 

Happy Flying, 

Red Braswell 
President, AKA 

THE PIED PIPER OF THE WIND 

Takeshi Nishibayashi has departed 
from the Washington, D.C., area, but 
has left warm memories behind him. 
Nishi is an internationally known Tokyo', 
"tako-kichi" (kite nut). A retired 
tile contractor, Nishi is the founder 
of Japan"s "create.Kite Club" and the 
author of the book The Kite of 
Creativity: How to make 33 kinds of 
masterpiece kites. 

The Tokyo kite designer was a 
guest of Bevan and Margo Brown while 
he conducted kite workshops in the 
D.C.-Virginia area and appeared on 
TV's "Romper Room. " 

When Nishi is flying kites; the 
people come. A day at the Washington 

"Monument grounds turned into a real 
"language fest" with people from 
France, Italy, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and merry 01' England stopping 
to admire and exchange ideas. NOW 
this can be quite an experience 
when most of the discussion is in 
broken English. Soon there evolved 
the common language - kite. 

Nishi flew his favorite type of 
kite, the delta design. His favorite 
delta is approximately 20' across 
and is decorated with US and Japanese 
flags. This "friendship kite" was 
challenging the sky when notice 
came to pull in because the pres
idental helicopter had to land at the 
White House. A bit later our flags 
were in the sky again along with 
another delta that Nishi used t6 "kiss· 
the top of the Washington Monument. 

Everywhere Nishi and his kites 
go, a crowd is sure to follow---The 
Pied Piper of the Wind. 
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� . . LETTERS TO THE EDITOR '� S 

ANYONE OUT THERE'IN THE KITE FIE:� IN
TERESTED IN CORRESPONDING WITH ANY OF 
THE FOLLOWING------------------------

\ 
FROM SURRY', ENGLAND 

\ 
Dear Sir, \ 

I am interested in using kites to 
carry meteorological and gas de�tecting 
equipment up to a height of approximately 
2,000 metres over the U.K. Could you 
please let me know of any others using 
kites for this purpose? I would also be 
interested to hear from amateur kite 
fliers with experience at flying at 
this altitude. 

At present we have a large Jalbert 
parafoil and two small ones. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 

G.P. Gervat 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE ABOVE
MR. GERVAT'S ADDRESS IS: 

Kelvin Avenue 
Leatherhead 
Surry 
KT22 7SE 
U.K. 

..... AND ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
ATLANTIC, ONE FROM BUENOS AIRES ......... . 

Dear Sirs: 
I happened to learn about you 

through an article published in the 
CLARIN newspaper from Buenos Aires city 
on Friday 8th, 1979, which was signed 
by B., Uribe. I have great pleasure in 
contacting you and sincerely hope that 
winds be favorable to you. 

I am at present trying to design 
a kite from a Rogallo Wing which must 
be stable not only in the direction 
of the wind but forming a pre-selected 
angle with it. The idea is to use a 
system to that of sails in yachts, 
which allow vessels to sail in almost 
any direction. 

I find it extremely difficult 
to stabilize my kite and I thought 
that your association ... might know 
the subject and help me by sending 
information about a similar design. 
... AS far as I concerned I commit 
myself to let you know the results of 
my work with IIguideablell kites(that 
is to say those which may fly forming 
a certain angle with the di rection 
of the wind), used to propel vessels: 
a subject which I consider fascinat
ing and greatly useful. 

Thanking you in advance for all your 
kind cooperation, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Enrique Ibanez 

IF YOli ARlO: I NTI::RE:STED IN THE IIBOVE 
SENOR IBANE7.'S ADllllESS IS: 

An;to. J. F.nriC'fue Ibanez 
S. De Bustamante - 50. P 
(1173) Capita l Fedp.ral 

Buenos Aires 
Argentina 

TALK ABOUT COINCIDENCES-----THE LETTER 
THAT FOLLOWS CAME FROM THE SENOR URIBE 
THAT SENOR IBANEZ HEFERRED TO WHEN HE 
REIID THE CLARIN NEWSPAPER IN BUENOS 
AIlmS----�=�--------------------------

Gentlemen: 
, I hear that you are an organization 

kitefliers and I am interested . . .  

I am working as Executive Director of 
CrOT, a Research CC'nter of Industrial 
and Graphic DesigIl which is member of 
r CSID (Internationdl Council of Soc
ie�ies of Industrial Design) . 

CIDI has been asked to cooperate 
with the local Department of Social 
Welfare in the organization of the 
National Feast of Kites, thus cele
brating the Child's International 
Year. 

That is why r am urgently looking 
for rna�erials about kite design, 
although this is a theme in which 
CIDI has always been concerned with. 

A prompt reply should be very 
much appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Ing. Basilio Uribe 
Executive Director 

CIDI 

LET'S SEND HIM SOME HELP----------------

REPLY TO: 
Ing. Basilio Uribe 
CIDI del Sistema INTI 
Leandro N. Alem, 50 
1001 - Buenos Aires 
Rep. Argentina 

AND FROM THE USA------------------

I am a little late 
in sending-my membership 
dues, but better this 
way than never, I hope. 

You people who are 
involved in promoting 
kite-flying as a hobby 
and sport deserve a vote 
of praise and thanks. 

About five years 
ago, at a home-coming 
picnic, near Balk Eagle, 
PA, the topic of flying 
kites was started by 
someone and this person 
stated that they never 
saw (or flew) a kite over 
a mile high. I stated 
that I had read where the 
record was 35,530 feet 
and they didn't think 
that was possible. But I 
thought if someone else 
could fly one that high, 
I could at least fly one 
20,000 feet, even though 
I had never flown one 
over 3000 feet. 

They made me a bet 
I cou ldn ' t do it and 
agreed to let me have 2 
years time to try and get 
it accomplished. To date, 

1 !l;;Vt!n' I q()tt(�n one up 
hal[ that h i gh but am 
still p lugging away at it 
and hope (with weather 
beinq favorable, along 
with some added help) to 
even better this mark. 
It has turned out to be a 
bigger task than I ever 
dreamed of. 

Every new attempt 
brings new problems to be 
solved. Right now, I am 
grounded by the N.A.A. and 
will have to get some help 
from some one else who can 
bring them into giving m� 
another try or two on a' 
date when wE�ather 'condi
tions are favorable to Iligh 
altitude kite flying. 

Please let me know 
wha t the A. K.A • .  accepts 
as the altitude record 
for flying a kite, and 
whether this is for only 
one kite on one line or 
using a smal l train of 
kites to he lp get the 
top ki te this high. I 
think there should be 
one for each way and a 
size limit . 

Anotller idea I have 
been thinking about is 
to get a site location 
where it is permitted 
several months of the 
year, to be able to fly 
kites to an altitude of 
10 to 12 thousand feet 
with permission being 
given on special days 
to try and go higher. 

Right now I am tr y
ing to get such a site 
within less than 45 min
ute driving time from'my 
home, but to date, I have 
not gotten very far since 
I am the only real inter
ested person to come forth. 

If such a site of the 
needed size could be found 
elsewhere within a 250 
mile radius of my home, 
I could sell an acre or 
two and donate the money 
toward it.. But if I am 
to be taken up on this 
offer it will have to be 
started this year and fin
ished next year. 

- -Wh'i-l-e-on-th'is-subject 
I would like to know if 
an altitude height for 
kite flying records would 
be accepted if made from 
a moving boat or from the 
bed of a truck moving. 

Enclosed find self 
addressed envelope for a 
copy of AKA by-laws. If 
you are referring me to 
someone else with all 
these questions, please 
send along their tele
phone number, if you have 
it. Then I can call if 
I need some quick reply. 

Yours truly, 

Wendell B. Smith 
Rt. 1 Box 239 
Frenchville, PA 

16836 

P. S. Send ing check for 
$10.00 extra for 
donation to expense 
k ite flying. Not 
much but if every

one did this you 
would have more to 
cover starting 
expenses and some 
leftover. 



AUCTION!!!! ! AUCTION! ! ! ! ! AUCTION! ! ! ! ! 

by Olan Turner 

Auctions are great fun - and they 
don't cost anything unless you raise 
your hand, scratch your ear or wave to 
a friend at the right (wrong???) time. 
And they're even more fun when they 
offer something you're really inter
ested in. Well, we're planning on 

,having fun on Friday evening at the 
AKA ANNUAL MEETING. The KITE AUC'l'ION, 
just like last year at Ocean City, 
Maryland, will be an evening high
light. And, what's more important, 
the proceeds will go to help provide 
some of the needs of our growing 
organization, AKA, and permit it to 
provide even more services to its 
members. 

As Red mentioned, in order to 
have an auction we have to have some
thing to sell, and here's where we 
need your help. Last year those 
wonderful people in the "Industry 
Group" and a few dedicated individ
uals contributed very generously to 
make a really great auction, and a 
lot of us went home with some kites 
we had never expected to own. 

This year we are again asking 
for help from our friends in the 
Industry Group. However, we'd also 
like to request that our individual 
members bring or send (see info 
below the next article) items to 
be sold in the auction. These can 
be kites made by members (signed 
please) or kite related items, 
i.e. reels, paintings, materials, 
etc. Think of some of the member's 
kites you'd like to own. Think of 
some of those kites in the' stores 
you'd like to flyl Let's all get 
in the act and' bring something for 
the AUCTION. Let's have some fun 
and help' AKA. 
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KITE SHOW AND DISPLAY ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
by Olan Turner 

Many of our members have made some un
usual kites or kite items. In addition, 
some own unusual antique kites or things 
of yesteryear which would be of interest 
to members attending the AKA ANNUAL 
MEETING. If you have something of this 
nature and would be willing to display 
it please bring it to the annual meeting 
with you. We know everyone would be 
interested and grateful for your effort 
and we'd greatly appreciate your adding 
highlites to the AKA ANNUAL MEETING. 
We'll provide hanging space and tables 
for display purposes. 

Reggie Morris has volunteered to 
accept both kites and items for auction 
and kites and items for display only. 
If you can't attend the meeting or you 
want to send things ahead, Reggie will 
accept them. He will also see that the 
items FOR DISPLAY ONLY ARE MAILED BACK 
TO YOU. One word of caution - be sure 
you clearly mark and firmly attach to 
each item to be returned-your name 
and full address with the words "for 
display only." Items contributed for 
the AKA AUCTION will be acknowledged 
during the ANNUAL MEETING. 

Send AKA AUCTION items and display items 
to: 

REGGIE MORRIS 
5221 NORTH 5th STREET 
ARLINGTON, VIRGIN IA 22203 

KITEMAKING PARTY 

Washington Kitefliers Association, 
Seattle, held a kitemaking party in the 
apartment loft of Ken Conrad's apart
ment on the fifth floor (no elevator) 
of a warehouse. The occasion was the 
making of a train of deltas spelling 
out "IMAGINATION CELEBRATION." Ident
ifiable here are vi Van Guilder, Bill 
Lee and Elliot Couden. 

The schools"bussed"kids into the 
building named the IMAGINARIUM by the 
l,OOO's. Most of them stopped at the 
ki temaking booth to pu,t together the 
paper sled kits conceived by David 
Checkley. 

A "discussion?/?!!" followed the 
making of the deltas as to whether 
"IMAGINATION CELEBRATION" lettering on 
the kites should read from the.top down 
or the bottom up. Our 'Washington 
reporter, Jack Van Gilder, lost the vote. 
The Deltas read from the top do.wn. 
(Better luck next time, Jack.) 

UPDATE ON BOB INGRAHAM 

Bob Ingraham has resumed the manufac
ture of the RAYCO HAND-HELD ROTARY REEL 
which he feels is essential to the fun 
flying of light and medium kites. The 
AKA founder, who manufactures under the 
name of Bob Ingraham Deltas, invites 
inquiries concerning the reel, price and 
delivery, addressed to 315 North Bayard 
ST, Silver City, Ne>l Mexico 88061. 

ANNUAL MEETING WORKSHOPS 
At the Annual Meeting we want to set 

aside some time for Workshops or Group 
Discussion Meetings to cover topics of 
interest to most members. Because of 
limited time we'd like to include areas 
which have the greatest interest to our 
members, and we'd like to hear from you. 
Let us know what kite subject you'd most 
like to hear or talk about, and we'll ask 
some of our AKA experts to be the leaders 
in the topics which interest the majority 
of you. SEND YOUR SUGGEST IONS TO OLAN 
TURNER, ANNUAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, 1628 
S. CRESCENT BLVD., YARDLY, PA 19067. 

HOTEL REGISTRATION - AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 

Send Directly to: 

RAMADA INN, 7104 Sud ley Road, Manassas, Virginia 22110 

SLEEPING ROOM - charges per night plus 6% sales tax: 

$26 Single: , $ 31 Double: , $ 37 Triple: , $43 Quad: 

�i�lfi' , I 'RmerirRn 
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IISS0CiRr/on 

Roll Away Beds, $6 each, No. needed: Cribs, $6 each, No. Needed: 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * check room occupancy desired above * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ARRIVAL DATE: __________________ �ARR IVAL TIME: ____________ �DEPART DATE: __ __________ _ 

NAMES: 

ADDRESS: 
STREET CITY STATE ZIP 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: __________________ __________________________ ___ 
AGE: ________________ __ 

TO GUARANTEE RESERVATION-SEND ONE N IGHT'S· LODGING DEPOSIT OR MAJOR CREDIT CARD NO. 
CREDIT CARD ________________________ .NUMBER __________ __ �(C.heck in by 6:00pm out by 12noon) 
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THE AKA NATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL 
Oct 6, 1979 

The FESTIVAL will be held in conjunc
tion with the AKA NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
and will take place on Saturday, the 
6th of October. Your Festivals and 
Competitions Committee has developed 
a variety of events that are intended 
to provide a real challenge to your 
kite making and flying abilities. 
The FESTIVAL will have four events: a 
JUNIOR NATIONAL COMPREHENSIVE CONTEST, 
a series of FIELD EVENTS, the AKA 
NATIONAL COMPREHENSIVE CONTEST, and 
AKA MEMBERS' CHOICE AWARDS. 

The JUNIOR NATIONAL COMPREHEN
SIVE will be held in the morning, and 
will be open to all entrants age 16 
and under. There will be age groups: 
under 8, 8 - 11, and 12 - 16. There 
will also be four categories, which 
are tenatively defined as: 

Box/Cellular/Parafoil 
Delta/Delta Derivatives 
Novelty/Figure 
Flat/Geometric/Bowed 

Judging will be based on Craftman
ship, Appearance, Flight, and 
Handling. Kites must be entirely 
self made to be eligible. 

NORLD RECORD I,'iDOOR KITE FLIGHT 

The exact words provided by the 
historical personages who were involved 
in this achievement are as follow: 

The AKA NATIONAL COMPREHENSIVE KITE 
CONTEST will be held in the afternoon. 
This will be limited to AKA members only, 
although we will accept new members on the 
spot. This contest will have four categor
ies, which are tenatively defined as: 

Box/Cellular/Parafoil 
Delta/Delta Derivatives 
Novelty/Figure 
Flat/Geometric/Bowed 

In addition to prizes in each of these 
categories, there will be a Grand Prize 
and a Most Beautiful Prize. Judging 
factors will include: Craftsmanship, 
Ingenuity, Appearance, Flight, and Handling. 
Only entirely self-made kites are eligible. 
This will be the arena for top level compe
tition. 

The MEMBERS' CHOICE will be for AKA 
members only, and voting will be by·a ballot 
provided when·you register. Only AKA mem
bers will be eligible to compete. There 
will be four categories: Individual Kite, 
Manufacturer's Kite, Individual Gadget/ 
Reel/Accessory/Gimmick, and Manufacturer's 
Gadget/Accessory/Gimmick/Reel. Pictures 
will be posted of entries and the non-kite 
i terns may also be disp'layed in the meeting 
facilities. Be recognized by your AKA peers, 
a most impressive and knowledgable group! 
This is where we can also provide recogni
tion to outstanding'manufactured products. 

ed the corrected time, 8:43 p.m. Now 
aware of the danger of the suspended 
speaker cables, we kept the kite out in 
the center area and usually no more than 
one hundred thirty feet up. 

The FIELD EVENTS will be open to 
self made or purchased kites. There 
will be a variety of events, and we 
are willing to consider your suggest
ions for events. If you have a good 
idea, work out the details. We would 
also like your thoughts on how those 
events could be conducted or judged. 
Send them to: 

BEVAN BROWN 
6636 KIRKLEY AVE. 
McLEAN, VA 22101 

We are building a reference library 
of these ideas so that we can share 
them with others. There will be a 
DUAL CONTROL LINE FIGURE CONTEST" 
which will be composed of compul
sary figures. The list of candidate 
figures will be published in the next 
newsletter. We will also have a 
FREE-STYLE DUAL LINE event, set to 
music. Each contestant will be 
required to bring a cassette tape 
with the recorded music. Routines 
will be limited to two minutes in 
duration. WHAT A CHANCE to show 
your stuff in front of a crowd! The 
field events will be open to all 
entrants. 

A word of advice, be prepared for 
light winds. The weather is usually 
gorgeous here in the Fall, but the winds 
can be fickle. 

Start planning your kite now, the 
summer will be past before you know it! 

3/15/79 
, (Ed. note: in a 250' dome) 

The record of nine hours and thir
teen minutes allows a new set of condit
ions to prevail. In order to achieve 
very high duration, human effort has to 
be conserved, and subsequently design 
and structural integrity become notably 
significant objectives. 

Here is Carl Brewer's rough'draft 
of information on the World Record in
door kite flight to accompany the kite 
sent to you earlier this week. Sorry 
it's not typed but ran out of time. 
Additional information in \�KA news
letter enclosed. 

Covering was damaged in crash, so 
Carl recovered in other materials avail
able, replacing condenser paper (still 
on vertical surfaces) with Japanese silk 
paper (large wing) and Micro-lite 
(small wing). He says that while con
denser paper is best, any one of the 
three types would work. 

Dave Check ley 

(The following was signed by Thomas 
Sisson and Carl Brewer. Ed.) 

The design was evolved over a year 
and a half. Each of seven prototypes 
gave a clearer notion of exactly what 
configuration of surfaces, proportions 
and settings were needed to give us a 
simple, slow, high angle tow and an out
ward glide from the tow that would give 
the effect of the kite being anchored 
up there. 

This design is 31 inches long, has 
a wing span of 26 inches and weighs ap
proximately eight grams. All stress 
points have been carefully reinforced. 

The WORLD RECORD effort was made on 
January 31, 1979 at the Seattle Kingdome 
in Seattle, \'/ashington. The kite was 
originally launched at 8:05 p.m. that 
evening. Shortly afterward, a set of 
speaker cables 130 feet above the floor 
caught the line, and the kite was briefly 
no longer in free flight. We cut t�e 
kite down with fighter kite line and a 
helium filled balloon. We retied the 
severed line while the kite drifted about 
twenty feet off the floor. Though the 
kite had not touched down, we decided to 
call the situation a relaunch, and enter-

At 5:56 a.m., February 1st, the silk 
thread kite line suddenly parted. The 
kite was at a very acute angle just at 
the beginning of a tow, and there was 
not enough height for the kite to recover. 
We had a touch-down. 

Checking our watches we found we 
had exceeded the previously highest time 
ever recorded for an indoor duration at
tempt (2 hours, 47 minutes) by six hours 
and twenty-six minutes! 

Our thanks to our Official Observers: 
David Checkley, Ken Conrad, John Dusen
berry, Harry L. Hammond, Hugh Harrison, 
Bob McCort, and John F. Van Gilder. 

Thomas Sisson & Carl Brewer 
Designer of W. REC. HOLDER: Carl Brewer 

Carl Brewer displays the unique kite 
which was used in establishing the INDOOR 
WORLD RECORD KITE FLIGHT of 9 hours 13 min. 



NOlHNATIONS FOR AKA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

At the Annual Meeting in October we 

_____________ 
will be electing a full Board of Directors 

----------------- -------------------------------______ ------------------- in accordance with the AKA By-Laws. At 

•••• 

the First Annual Meeting, last year in 
AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION •• 1979 ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM ••••••• Ocean City, Md., the Directors and Alter-

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- nates were elected to serve a one year 

Dates: October 4th_ 7th 1979 interim term and, on this interim basis, 

SEND REGISTRATION FORM TO: in which they resided. 
, �I�I�I� did not necessarily represent the Region 

I , ' 
At the Second Annual Meeting, October , AA761i�an 4-7, 1979 Di�ectors and Alternates for 

Registration Fee per Person: $30 until September 8 
NITenle� Regions 1 through 5 will be elected for 

$35 after September 8 
AssociaTion one (1) year, Regions 6 through 10 for 

Children under Age 12: $20 until September 8 
$25 after September 8 

• • • The fee includes Lunch on Friday and Dinner on Saturday Even·ing • • "!' 

two (2) years, and the remaining Regions 
for three (3) years. At all subsequent 
Annual Meetings, Directors and Alternates 
shall be elected for full terms of three 
(3) years. 

According to our By-Laws, the Board 
of Directors shall number fifteen (15) 

N�, Directors and six (6) Alternates. The 
-----------LAT.A�STT,---------------,----------------,F�I�R�SmT,-------------------�I�N�I�T�I�A�L�------ following are the Regions, each of which 

shall be represented on the Board by one 
(1) Director or one (1) Alternate. 

ADDRESS: __
______________________________________________________ � ____ �� __ _ 

NAME: ______ -,��----------------------nT.�--------------====�-----
LAST FIRST INITIAL 

ADDRESS: 
____________________________________________________________________ _ 

NAME :-------LMIT'---------------------.�MO------------���-----
LAST FIRST INITIAL 

ADDRESS: __
__________________________________________________________________ _ 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: 
LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

ENCLOSE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR TOTAL BELOW, NOTE PRICE BREAK FOR EARLY REGISTRATION. 

Region 1 New England CT, NH, MA, RI, VT 
Region 2 New York NY 
Region 3 Penn-Jersey NJ, PA 
Region 4 Mid- Atlantic DC, DE, MD, VA, WV 
Region 5 South AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, 

NC, SC, TN 

Region 6 Northeast Central IN, KY, MI, 
OH 

Region 7 Northwest Central lA, IL, MN, 
WI 

Region 8 Mountain AZ, CO, 10, MT, NO, 
NE, NV, SO, UT, WY 

Region 9 Southwest AR, KS, HO, OK, TX 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest AK, HI, 

OR, WA 
Region 11 Northern California-Monterey 

County and north 
Region 12 'Southern California-south of 

Monterey County 
Region 13 International including 

Canada and Puerto Rico 
Region 14 At Large-east of Mississippi 

River 
Region 15 At Large-west of Mississippi 

River 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE will be 
pleased to receive from AKA members 

MAKE PAYABLE TO AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION. 

No. Registrations at $ __
____ 

__ 

AMOUNT: (before/after 
Sept 8, 1979) 
$30/$35 

the names of suggested candidates for 
Regional Directors. Directors must 
reside in the Regions they represent. 
Please send names and addresses to the 
member of the Nominating Committee with 
the nearest address to yours. Also 
include a brief biographical description. 

DATE: 

No. Children 
(under 12 years) 

__________ at $ 
______ 

__ $20/$25 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: 

IMPORTANT, IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE ATTENDING THE LUNCHEON ON FRIDAY, PLEASE INDICATE 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN YOUR PARTY THAT WILL BE HAVING EACH OF THE ENTREES: 

THE MENU SELECTION FOR FRIDAY LUNCH IS SUGAR-CURED BAKED HAM OR FRIED FILLET OF FISH, 
A SALAD IS INCLUDED. (If you do not indicate your choice-of entree you will be 

served ham.) 
ENTREE SELECTION: NUMBER OF HAM 

__
__

__
__

__ 
_ NUMBER OF FISH __________ _ 

NmlINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

BOB BRICKLEY 
593 Acorn Drive, Dayton, Ohio 45419 

ED GARVEY 
P.O. Box 129, Sandown, N.H. 038873 

TED MANEKIN 
8 Charles Plaza, No.1807, Balt.MD. 21201 

CAROL ROGALLO 
Rogallo Flexikites, Kitty Hawk, NC, 27949 

OLAN TURNER 
1628 S.Crescent Blvd., Yardley,PA, 19067 

JACK VAN GILDER 
1925 Walnut Ave. S.W. Seattle, �IA, 98116 



AKA MEMBER SH'OP DIRECTORY 
The following stores glve i:l. 10% discount from the regular price of 
kites and accessories purchased by members who present a valid AKA 
card and a 2nd ID. Look for the "Member Store" emblem on the door. 

I 
I 
I The Climbing Bear 

I 312 North ?resa 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

I I The Cloud Crowd 
I 19 Bennington Drive 
I Dayton, OH 45405 

I Eastern Sea, Inc. 
717 Grant Ave. 

I San Francisco, CA 94108 
I (415) 391-8217 
I I Fish Creek Kite Co. 
I RR 1, Box 205 
I Fish Creek, In 54212 
I 
I Fly a Kite 
I 3350 S. ?laza Drive 

Santa Ana, CA 90503 
(714) 545-2849 

Fly a Kite 
I 19800 Hawthorne Blvd. 

i Torrance, CA 90503 

I (213) 371-4442 

Great !�inds Kites Co. i 166 S. Jackson street 

I Seattle, WA 98104 

Gullivers 

I 3526 Edwards Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45208 
(513) 871-7766 

I 
I High as a Kite 

I 691 Bridl1ewa
y Sausalito, CA 94965 

I (415) 332-8944 
I 

High as ,; Kite 

I I 
I 

I 
I 
I I 

High as a Kite 
761 Beach Street 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 771-5050 

High as a Kite 
Interna�ional Market ?lace 
Kalakaua Street 
Honolulu, HI 

High as a Kite 
484 Kihio Hwy Bldg J3 
Kapaa, ,[(auai, HI. 96746 

The Kat's Kite (Kites on :';heelsi 
P.O. Box 32 
Oakland, ?!E 04963 
(207) 465-2182 

Kites 6: Crafts 
600 Crain Highway SW 
Glen Burnie Maryl�d 21061 

Ki te 6: Gift, Inc. 
333 Jefferson Street #7 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

Kite
s 

and Other Delights 
99 1'1. 10 #111 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 345-485€ 

Kites Aweigh 
36 �!arket Space 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(301) 268-6065 

Kites 6: Crafts 
600 Crain Highway S.W. 
Glen Burnie, lID 21061 
(301) 760-8585 

The Kite Kompany, Inc. 
33 W. Oranl!e 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
247-4223 

The Kite Store 
973 Grand Ave. 
Pacific Beach, CA 92109 
(i14) 270-2692 

The Kitemakers of San Francisco 
Space A13, Pier 39 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 421-6222 

Outermost Kites 
P.O. Sox 1032 
Provincetown, MA 02657 

Postcard Palace 
1220 N. state street 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

I The Kite site I 
3101 M street N.N. . I I Windfall, Inc. 

I Newmarket - 2nd and Pine sts. 
:�ashington, D.C. 20007 

I h'l ' 

I �::

2
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5
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9
PA 19141 

I 353-Q N. M&rket Place I The 110nderful World of Ki tea 

l 703 Front street 
Lahaina, Maui, HI 
(808) 561-3159 

95761 
I 

Fameuil Hall 

I ,Booth #138, Peddler's Village 
Boatcfi, MA 02109 Route 35 
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AKA OFFICERS (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

Welca D. (Red) Braswell President 
10.000 Lomond Dr., Manassa., VA 22110 

Theodore L. Manekin 11t Vice-President 
8 Charles Plaza, No. 1807, Baltimore, MD 21201 

Daniel Prentice 2nd Vice-President 
2021 Folsom St .• San Francisco, CA 94110 

Judy Neuger 3rd Vice-President 
4500 Chagrin River Rd�Chagrin FaIls.OH 44022 

Margarette (Margo) Brown Secretary 
: 6636 Kirkley Ave., McLean, VA 22101 

Carla Sinz Treasurer 
1324 29th St., N.W., Georgetown, DC 20007 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William (Bill) Buckley (Alternate);.David M. 
Check ley (Alternate); Philip Cline; George 
Craig; Edward C. Garvey; Aylene Goddard; 
Edwin L. Grauel; Robert M. Ingraham; Peter 
Lynn; Lynn O'Connor (Alternate); Peter 
Powell; Carol Rogallo (Alternate); Olan Turner; 
John F, Van Gilder; Pamella Bisker Vaughan 
(Alternate); Garry Woodcock. 

....... �II�.� �I
I
I'�I' 

� 11 'a.merit;Ro 
K/TeFL/ers 

RSSOCiRTioo 

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 

BYLAWS: Theodore L. Manakin 
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT & STANDARDS: 

John F. Van Gilder, 1925 Walnut St., S.W., 
Seattle, WA 98116 

NOMINATING: alan Turner, 1628 S. Cr8lC8nt 
Blvd., Yardley, PA 19067; 

WAYS & MEANS: Carla Sinz 
PROMOTION & MEMBERSHIP: Philip Cline, 

P. O. Box 845, Bowie, MD 20715 
SAFETY & ETHICS: Aylene D. Goddard, 

Route 1, Box 135, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 
FESTIVALS & COMPETITIONS: Bevan Brown, 

6636 Kirkley Ava., McLean, VA 22101 
KITE INDUSTRY & TRADE SHOW: Judy 

Neuger & Lynn O'Connor, 701 Shrader St., 
San Francisco, CA 94117 

ANNUAL MEETING: Olan Turner 
ARCHIVES & RECORDS DOCUMENTATION: 

Robert S. Price, 3839 Dustin Rd., Burtonsville, 
MD 20730. 



MUSINGS 

from 
BOB INGRAHAM 

The advent of the airplane almost 
completely wiped out comprehension of 
kites and for 50 or 60 years little or 
no attention was paid to kites, how they 
were made or why they flew. 

The results of all this is that the 
majority of people know little concern
ing kite aerodynamics and merely relate 
them to the airplane as an aircraft of 
sorts. 

While no one will argue that kites 
and airplanes are related, the relation
ahip is.a simple one--they are both air
craft. But, the basic difference is 
that airplanes are controllable and 
liberties may be taken with their design 
while kites can only be limitedly con
trolled and wide variances in const
ruction and design are severely·re-. 
stricted. 

Whereas an airplane consists more 
or less of wing assemblies, fuselage 
and tail assemblies, a kite is self 
contained. Any duplication of structure 
segments must be identical. While the 
average flat kite appears to be a single 
unit or wing, actually only a small 
portion is wing and the rest constitutes 
that which in an airplane would be 
fuselage, tail assembly and control 
surfaces. 

When a kite is attached to its 
flying line and launched into the air, 
it remains basically the same in flight 
as it did on the ground. Aside from 
minor stretching of fabric or bending 
of spars under the stress of altered 
atmospheric forces, it remains much 
the same as when launched. Your con
trol of the kite, other than with two
line models, is strictly limited to 
pulling it up or letting it "out." 
Controlled maneuvers even with two line 
kites are limited to rolls and dives. 

Compare this to the average airplane, 
particularly the large airliners, from 
take-off to full crusing flight. Wings 
on the airplanes have been thru a lengthy 
evolutionary process of ever diminishing 
size as airfoils have become more effic
ient and jet power increased. In full 
flight and at speeds of from 500 to 600 
miles per hour, airliner wings are pretty 
minimal as compared to those of bye-gone 
days. 

Regardless of this, however, an air
liner does not fly at high speeds all the 
time. It must start from zero mph, be
come airborne, climb to extremely high 
elevations and then proceed at nearly 
full speed to its destinat�on. to ac
complish this the wings are virtual'ly 
a hodge podge of surfaces which can be 
altered by hydraulic controls from the 
cockpit. 

The narrow wings as they are in 
full flight, would never provide the 
lift to get the heavy aircraft off .the 
ground. Therefore the leading edges 
are extended forward and downward to 
increase the wing camber and develop 
greater l�ft. Likewise the trailing 
edges, or flaps are extended to what
ever degree is necessary. Upon enter
ing the landing path, the aircraft 
speed is reduced to around 250 miles 
per hour by reducing power and alter
ing the wing configuration once more. 
Near the ground full flaps are extended 
and flap spoilers raised atop the 
wings to "brake" the aircraft down to 
a safe landing speed. 

The average airliner, with flaps 
extended, airfoil position altered and 
with spoilers raised, looks somewhat 
as if it had been in a bad crash and 
all in order to leave the ground and 
return safely, yet fly at super speeds 
on the way. In flight there is little 
or no need for the wings other than to 
maintain lift enough to keep the air
craft at the desired level. The air
craft has become a projectile with 
continuous power to maintain level 
flight. 

Flaps, spoilers and altered leading 
edges could be built into a kite but 
at a fearsome cost of added weight and 
no means to operate the surfaces to meet 
the constantly changing moods of wind 
velocity. Therefore it behooves the 
kite builder to create a design that 
meets general or average conditions. 
Whereas engine power can be altered 
from zero to full throttle, the wind 
which creates the condition that allows 
atmospheric pressure to loft your kite, 
flows within certain ranges at certain 
times, and the kite you build today for 
today's winds may not fly so well or as 
efficiently in tomorrow's winds. The 
answer lies, unfortunately, in having 
more than one design if you wish to 
fly your kite often. 

The best kites are, of course, 
those with wide wind range efficiency. 
This would include one that flies up 
easily on a wind of as low as 5 mph 
and remains in stable flight when it 
reaches a velocity of 30 or 40 mph. 
This is possible, of course, but the 
flight will not be a happy one in the 
upper half of the range with constant 
buffeting and strain on the kiteflier's 
winding arm. 

It would be nice if you could jerk 
a flying line say three times and re
duce the total area of the kite's 
surface, alter the attack attitude and 
cause the aircraft to more easily meet 
the increased onrushing air flow, but 
you can't and you'll have to settle 
for a middle of the road design. 

There is a mania for lightness in 
the minds of a lot of kitefliers. But 
there is a happy medium to that too. 
If your kite easily lifts itself and 
all the line you care to pay out, it 
can usually lift more than that. 
Therefore there is no reason to sac
rifice durability and structural 
strength just to make a zepher-light 
kite. Just be reasonable about it. 

-----------------r ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_ 
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FOR RETURN MAIL, HELP US BY FILLING 
IN YOUR RETURN ADDRESS ON THE MA ILING 
LABEL: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name: Date: ______________ __ 

Mailing ADDRESS: 

Zip: 

We occasionally share our mailing list for uses we consider beneficial to the 
membership. If you do not wish to have your name made available to others, please 
indicate below. 

Please don't include my name. 

Indicate category of membership desired: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .  $ 
(OR) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 for first member, $1.00 each for 
each additional member in the same household. 
List first names of other family members: 

For Canada or Mexico, add $1. 00; other· foreign add $2.00 . . . . 

Mail this application with check or money 
order to: Welca D. (Red) Braswell, 
President, AKA, 10, 000 Lomond Drive, 
Manassas, VA 22110, USA 

TOTAL REMITTANCE: 

$ 
(florst member) 

($1 x No. Added 
Members) 



UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CONTEST 

The INSTITUTE FOR AEROSPACE STUDIES 
at the Univers ity of Toronto sponsored 
its first annual kite competition on 
Saturday, June 2 ,  1979 . Candidates for 
Ph.D. and Masters degrees of ficiated 
and performed s upport functions . Dr. 
J. D. DELAURIER, the department head 
and guiding spirit, was a contes'tant, 
f lying a beauti fully crafted machine 
wi th two . rigid, cambered, high-" spect 
airfo i l s, and with a truss -work fuse
lage shaped l ike a triangular prism. 
Lucki ly for other contestants, there was 
too little wind for it to fly wel l .  

The l i st o f  prize categories 
shows some fresh viewpoints . 

1) Best Aerodynamic E f f iciency : 
" . . .  the angle that a straight line 
from kite to tether point makes with 
the horizontal plane ... minimum angle 
in a given 30 sec. period . . .  " 

2 )  Fighting Ki tes : " . . .  4 kites per 
melee . . .  " (Prof .  D. says that next 
year's rules wi l l  cater to traditional 
oriental style kite fighting.) 

3 )  Sprint: From a hand launch- Thi s  
was a timed c l imb', w i  th running al lowed, 
within l imits. 

4) Most Mas s ive Kite : Won by a 5 0 -foot 
delta, weighing 6 5  lbs. 

5) Least Massive Kite : Deli cate 
laboratory scales were used to weigh 
the kites in a draft-free room . 

6) Greatest Pul l : The 5 0 - foot delta 
"walked" away with thi s  pri z e .  

7 )  Best Workmanship : 

8) Most Unlikely to Fly but Does : 

9) Most Original : " . . .  aerodynamic 
considerations, cosmetic appearance 
doesn ' t  matter .. . unconventional design 
but prom i sing performance." 

10 )  Best Decorat·ed Kite : " . .. based on 
cosmetic appearance. II 

The aerodynamic efficiency, whicb was COLLABO RATING W.!.!!:!.--.f:?C;:I2�._ �I':V!� L.�!:!I::�� 
actually the fl ight angle, was measured _Gp i n  international prest i ge for 
with a clinometer on a tr ipod, which was your chapter by sendlng news ltems to 
�oved about on the f i eld like a surveyor ' s AKA for publl catlon ln th,S bimonthly 
1n str�me�t, f:om one con �e�tant t� another. poop- sheet , wh ich we continue to hope 
The wlnnlng klte had a mlnlmum fllght wi l l  come out with calendar regulari ty. 
angle of 7 5 . 3  degrees, and was a double Local newsletters are essential for 
;: led of Tyvek. It

"
was equipped with local bus i ness and ,expanded indiv i dual 

vo:tex generators accord1ng to Wood CQveraqe. Thi s  AKA letber provldes 
El l l s, but these appeared to be j ust holes additional results when you want them, 
to the unann�inted, some of whom had the l i ke : ( 1 ) FANTASTIC FAME, FORTUNE, 
temerlty tp lmaglne that Wood l ucked lnto AND RECOGNITION ; ( 2 )  Sharing, between 
a risin7 thermal. . chapter and affi l i ates, of methods and 
. Th1 S  co�test

.
of fered

.
easy park1ng , news ; ( 3) timely announcements of 

lndoor plumblng, lndoor klte assembly upcom i ng events. Send info for the 
spaQe, unobstructed flelds, and very next ; s sue ( to be mailed by August 1 5th) 
interesting ' companionship. Dr. D. and to �ARGO BROWN ' 6 6 3 6  KI RKLEY AVE., 
frieni:l� are already planning next ye�r' s McLEAN, VA 2 2 l( 1l .  We place high 
competitlpn . (Thanks

.
go to Wood · El l l s

.
for priority on black and white photos and 

contr.lbur,ng th i S  article and to Valerle timely announcements before the 
GOVlg for lnformation about the Toronto happen ings l 

.competition) 
KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA Each kite had to fly succes s f u l ly 

during the lO : O O a . m. to 1 2 : 0 0a . m. period, 
and those that qual if ied were tagged with 
pre-prinUed sticters. The erratic wind 
eliminated a number of kites . Twenty
one people and perhaps 35 kites survived 
the qua l i f i cation period. 

SOME WINNERS : • 

NAHCY SZ ERLAG--Least r.tassive 
RANDY BATHURST--Host Original 
GARY �IOODCOCK--Fighting Kite 
GARY WOODCOCK--Sprint 
\,000 ELLIS--Aerodynamic Effic iency 
WOOD ELLIS--Best \,orkmanship 
HANK SZERLAG--Best Decorated 
JOHN HEGG, LIZ HEGG, AND TOM PISA 

a team from Royal Oak, I-lich . ,  
--Most Massive, Greatest Pull, 

etc . 
(Ed. note : RANDY AHD HANK -drop a 

' note with more info about your kites. 
HELLO TEAM from Royal Oak l There must 
be a background story about your 
"maq n i ficant monster II send it please l )  

MANY, MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO SENT 
IN ARTICLES AND VOLUNTEERED ·TO 
WRITE FOR OUR NEWSLETTER. DUE DATE 
FOR OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS AUG. 15th. 

��IIr;� ' I  i J �/retZ/ers 

THE GALLEON IN NAG's HEAD HAS GIVEN UP ITS 
KITE CONTEST-----BUT-----KITE KINGDOM AND 
KITE 'LINES MAGAZINE IS CONTINUING WITH THE 

WRIGHT KITE FESTIVAL 
REGISTRATION IS AT 9 ,3 0  a. m .  AND THE SHOW 
OFF TIME IS 11:0'0 a.m. (NO SITE MENTIONED) J u l y  3. 1  
THERE WILL BE AN ENDURANCE DIVISION IN THE 
AFTERNOON 

AN AWARD WILL. BE MADE FOR THE BEST WRIGHT 
LOOK-ALIKE KITE -----BUILT FROM SCRATCH 
MANY OTHER RIBBONS AND A F EW PRIZES-----
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT KITE 
KINGDOM, P.O. BOX 1036, KILL DEVIL HILLS, 
NC 2 794 8 ;  TELE . 919-4 4 1-623 5 .  

KITE LINES magazine has published the 
Spring 1979 issue. For those of you 
who may not know about i t ,  KITE LINES 
operates separately from AKA . KITE 
LINES is at 7106 Campfield Road, 
Baltimore, MD 2 12 0 7 .  

GEORGE CRAIG, Director of Region 9 
reports that the AKA KITE INDUSTRY AND . 
TRADE SHOW in Dallas, Texas was a big 
success. It was part o f  the Southwest 
Modelers Show . This excellent and 
popular trade show had 110 booths this 
year and a record crowd. KITE-FELT 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE 
EQUIPPING AND RUNNING OF THE AKA BOOTH. 

RSstJclAritJR . 'c �------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------� 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
WELCA D. (RED) BRASWELL, PRESIDENT 
10, 0 0 0  LOMOND DRIVE 
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 22110 USA 
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