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A Word From the Editor...
In case you haven’t noticed, we’re 
trying to have different themes 
for each issue. In spring, it was all 
things fighter kite, and down the 
road there’ll be issues devoted to 
sport kites, giant kites, and kite-
making. This time out, we switch 
to an area that the AKA hasn’t 
done much with, kitesurfing. Done 
properly, it’s safe and a helluva lot 
of fun. Done improperly, bad things 
can happen. This issue is just the tip 
of the iceberg. We encourage you to 
find a reputable kitesurfing school, 
take lessons, invest in good equip-
ment, and always put safety first.
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       Held at
   the D-River
State Wayside

(541) 996-1274
(800) 452-2151
www.oregoncoast.org

"The best kite flying location
                       in North America."

by Kitelines Magazine.

O n  t h e  O r e g o n  C o a s t

Lincoln
  City   

Portland
Salem

Eugene

Just a short
drive from

Portland
through Oregon's beautiful

Wine Country and Coastal
Mountains!

2009
Kite
Festivals

31st Annual!

Fall Kite Festival
October 10 & 11

25th Annual!
Summer Kite Festival
June 27 & 28
                        Activities for 
fliers and watchers of all ages.  Enjoy 
a weekend at the beach and watch, 
learn and enjoy this exciting sport.
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I hope this finds you well and thinking 
about kites. This issue of Kiting will be 

in most people’s hands the first week of 
June. It is not too early to be thinking of 
Convention this fall. Most AKA Members 
never get to Convention, but it is one of 
the biggest and best gatherings of kite 
fliers.

Convention is a Five-Day Party. It is 
a five-day celebration of kite flying and 
kite fliers. It is rubbing shoulders and 
getting to meet people who might have 
previously only been names and pictures 
in magazines. It is wonderful to discover 
that they are as excited about meeting 
us as we are about meeting them. I have 
also heard Convention described as a 
five-day power lunch. This is the place to 
meet the movers and shakers.

Workshops. Learn how to get the 
most out of your Convention. Learn the 
best kite knots. Learn how to fly the 
giant kites. Learn how to sew nylon into 
kites. Learn how to make no-sew kites. 
Learn how kites work. Every morning 
of Convention there are a half-dozen 
or so workshops to choose from. There 
are usually two sessions per morning in 
three different rooms. The hardest part 
is choosing which workshop to attend! 
If there is a workshop you would like to 
present, or see available, let Dick and Sis 
Vogel know at dicknsis@yahoo.com.

Gatherings & Meetings. Monday 
night there is an in-gathering, a get-to-
gether, where folks can meet and greet 
and renew acquaintances or make new 
ones. Tuesday morning there is a Board 
Meeting, the last meeting of the exist-
ing Board before the new Board comes 
in on Wednesday night. All Members 
are welcome at this Board Meeting, but 
they usually opt to stay in bed or go to a 
workshop. Wednesday night is the Annual 
Business Meeting. Every AKA Member 
at Convention should be there. This is 
where decisions are made and votes are 
taken. Anyone interested in helping to 
steer the AKA should be there. Friday 
night is the Banquet and Auction. Satur-
day night is a banquet and awards.

Mass Ascensions. Every day of Con-
vention at about lunchtime there is a 
kite-flying free-for-all, a Mass Ascension 
of a certain type of kite. Everyone gets 
together in one field and flies a Delta, or 
a Cellular, or a Sport (yes, a hundred or 
so of your closest friends flying dual-line 
and quad-line in one field. Don’t ask!), 
or a Soft, etc. People who show up and 
fly kites are awarded pins for each day. 

At the end of Convention, all five pins fit 
together to make a shape.

Bag Raffle. Somewhere at the hotel 
there will be a room, jam-packed with 
kites, books, apparel, accessories of all 
kinds. Tickets can be bought at (nearly) 
all times and there is no limit to how 
many tickets you can buy or how many 
can be dropped in any bag for any item. 
There is great stuff to be had!

Competition(s). It seems whenever 
a group of people get together there 
can be a competition. Convention is 
no exception. There is an Indoor Flying 
competition. It is something to behold! 
The fliers want the air as still as pos-
sible and they fly very efficient kites 
indoors, and compete doing it! There 
is a Pin Challenge for those who collect 
kite pins. Yes, someone has to have the 
most pins, or the greatest variety. There 
is Comprehensive Competition, other-
wise known as best homemade kite. This 
is where the Grand Champion Kite is 
chosen. There is also the Nationals for 
Sport Kite competitors. Competition in 
this is by invitation only. People compete 
at events all year long to qualify for AKA 
Nationals.

While all this is going on in the after-
noons, many people just find a quiet spot 
to hang out and talk or fly, swap ideas, 
and make new long-lasting friendships.

Raffle tickets are on sale for a full 
registration to the Rochester Convention. 
A $1 ticket could get you a paid registra-
tion to the 2009 Convention in Rochester, 
MN. Contact your Regional Director or 
your favorite Director at Large now to 
get as many tickets as you like! You can’t 
win if you don’t play!

But wait, there’s more! The Great 
2009 Convention Lodging Raffle. Win six 
nights at the Kahler Grand Hotel! The 
Kahler will host all of our meetings and 
indoor events with the exception of the 
Indoor Fly. The Kahler Grand has direct 
access to the downtown area via a cli-
mate controlled pedestrian skyway and 

subway. The skyway also connects you 
to over 60 boutiques, novelty shops, and 
restaurants. Room nights are October 
5-10, 2009. Raffle tickets are $5.00 each 
and are available from the AKA office at 
xd@aka.kite.org or 800/252-2550. You 
can purchase your tickets using checks, 
all the major credit cards, or PayPal. You 
can also arrange for tickets by grabbing 
hold of any AKA officer or director you 
might meet on a flight field near you. 
Our thanks to the Kahler Grand Hotel for 
making this raffle possible.

AKA Finances
This is a time of unprecedented scru-

tiny and transparency for AKA finances. 
Both the Treasurer and the AKA President 
now have Internet access oversight of 
every, and I do mean every, transaction, 
within and without, the AKA. There are 
regular monthly reports in the KiteTalk 
Forum of exactly where the AKA stands 
and what we have done for the month, 
and how that compares to the budget, 
and how it compares to previous years. 
There is a fresh set of eyes poring over 
the AKA books. A non-Board Member is 
looking at everything for the last three 
years checking that best accounting 
practices have been followed.

AKA Group Chat
 AKA Secretary Sherri Pigeon has start-
ed the Board on having informal evenings 
just chatting, tossing ideas around with-
out an agenda or rules. There have been 
two so far, mostly to see if the technol-
ogy works. They were very productive 
and we think the idea is ready for Prime 
Time. Check the Kite Talk Forum (or ask 
your Regional Director) for when the 
next one is scheduled. Join us by call-
ing 1-605-475-8800, Conference Room 
is: 4310140 (long distance costs apply). 
To join us for free using Skype on your 
computer from anywhere in the world, 
+9900827044310140 

Please remember, your Regional 
Director is your “first line of defense” 
between you and the AKA bureaucracy. 
Help them do a great job for all of us by 
letting them know what you think. All 
their contact information elsewhere in 
the magazine.

See you out there somewhere.

good heavens,

gary engvall
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A Space Indoors by Mike Mosman

Lucky us. Once more this year we got to fly at the National 
Air and Space Museum (NASM) on the Washington Mall. It 

has become a yearly tradition on the weekend before the 
Smithsonian Kite Festival that expert indoor kite fliers from 
Wings Over Washington, Kites Over New England and South 
Jersey Kite Flyers come to Washington and don’t care what the 
weather is like outside because it’s always beautiful inside.
 Hosted by the Education Department of NASM, this 
year a baker’s dozen fliers performed great routines for an 
amazed audience. Some of the appreciative public have come 
to look forward to Family Day at the Air and Space, and not 
just to see the fabulous indoor kites. There was kite making 
for kids and wonderful kite displays in the main lobby. Margo 
and Bevan Brown put some of their exquisite collection out 
for show, plus an in-depth display about Paul Garber (Historian 
Emeritus at NASM), who established the Smithsonian Kite Festi-
val in 1967.  Gary and Maggie Engvall represented the AKA. Jon 
Burkhardt showed some of his signature kites. Mearl Balmer 
demonstrated kite aerial photography. Harold Ames displayed 
miniature kites. Wayne Hoskings had an impressive collection 
of classic books. Afghani kite makers were invited to show 
their traditional kites representing the theme of this year’s 
kite day, “Kites of Asia.” To help decorate the place I put out a 
few of my own kites.
 But the real action took place in the old “Space Ex-
hibit” hall, a room that had been emptied (mostly) of artifacts 

and was not yet filled with new exhibits. With the hall all to 
ourselves Jim Hodges and Terry Murray set up the PA system 
and started playing the tunes. We had Paulie Berard, Archie 
Stewart, Scotty Weider, Lisa Willoughby, and Paul DeBakker, 
the reigning indoor champ. From our local club we had Andrew 
Albosta, Dave Ashworth, Jim Cosca, Jeff King, Tom Humphrey, 

Scott Wieder performs in front of a high-altitude balloon capsule.

Margo Brown
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A Space Indoors by Mike Mosman

Paul LaMasters, and yours truly. All these people probably did not get as big a 
kick out of flying indoors as did Patsy Wencel, brand new to indoor flying, who 
did her first performance before the public here, and very nearly exploded with 
joy.
 We hope the museum will have room for us next year. It wouldn’t be a 
proper spring without indoor kites flying at the National Air and Space Museum in 
our nation’s capitol.  Margo Brown has been helping it happen for 12 years now, 
so we expect she’ll do the same in 2010. See you there.  k

Mike Mosman

Tom Humphrey
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For a kite to fly on a single line, it 
must, as the most basic condition, 

have some way to detect which way is up. 
 All single line kites that aren’t 
under some sort of remote control do 
this by having their centre of lift position 
(CL, where lift forces act) above and 
forward of their centre of gravity (CG, 
where weight forces act). The pendulum 
effect that this creates causes such kites 
to point upwards, and upwards they will 
fly, until they get to a line angle at which 
wind-generated lift exactly matches the 
kite’s weight (when the kite is said to 
be at its apex) — disregarding dynamic 
effects of course.
 But unfortunately, we can’t disre-
gard dynamic effects, because they very 
often prevent kites from flying stably at 
their apex.
 And, at some upper wind speed, 
they will always prevent kites from doing 
so.  This is because, while the lift (and 
drag) forces that drive dynamic instabili-
ties increase with the square of wind 
speed, the weight force (from which the 
kite derives its upward seeking tendency) 
is constant.  At some wind speed there-
fore, the pendulum effect will be over-
whelmed by aerodynamic forces and the 
kite will crash — if it doesn’t break first.
 Dynamic instabilities derive from 
apparent wind effects; changes to the 
air speed experienced by a kite that are 
caused by its own movements.  Of par-
ticular significance for dynamic instabil-
ity is the relationship by which, when a 
kite is turning, the lift on the faster wing 
will increase by more than the lift on the 

slower wing decreases.
 It’s useful to consider two main 
failure modes for single line kites.  One, 
overcorrection, is when a kite reacts too 
aggressively while re-aligning itself with 
the wind and triggers dynamic effects.  
The other, undercorrection, is when it 
reacts too slowly.
 An example of overcorrection is 
when recovery from some directional 
displacement (a change in wind direction 
for example) initiates a series of increas-
ing amplitude lateral oscillations that 
build until the kite starts to loop uncon-
trollably. 
 An example of undercorrection 
is when a kite takes so long to recover 
from a directional displacement that 
while doing so it traverses completely to 
one side or other of its wind window and 
collapses.
 In addition to the relative mag-
nitude of a kite’s pendulum effect, 
the four main elements that influence 
overcorrection/undercorrection are tail 
drag (tails, trailing drogues etc), later-
ally disposed drag (drag sources to each 
side), lateral area (keels, flares, dihe-
dral, anhedral), and longitudinal dihe-
dral (often called ‘reflex’).
 Tails are clever because they don’t 
begin to apply any corrective force to a 
kite until there is substantial angular dis-
placement (tail drag increases with the 
sine of the angle of displacement, so by 
10°, say, are providing 17% of the maxi-
mum corrective effect they are capable 
of).  The beneficial effect of this is that 
tail drag allows a kite to adapt quickly 

to minor wind direction changes 
(quickly enough so that the kite will 
not shift too much laterally while 
doing so) but comes in with 
rapidly increasing correc-
tive force if for some rea-
son the kite gets seriously 
tipped.  Tails will there-
fore rarely if ever make a 
kite’s response so slow as 
to cause undercorrection, 
unless their end catches in 
a tree or they are REALLY 
long.  The bad bit about 
tails is that they cost lift to 
drag ratio (L/D).   (L/D is a 
general measure of aero-
dynamic efficiency.  For 
gliders it defines how many 
metres they fly forward for 
every metre of sink.  For 
traction kiting it measures 

how well you can go upwind.  For single 
line kites, it determines line angle — in 
fact the tangent of the angle, relative to 
the horizontal, of the flying line at the 
kite, is exactly the kite’s L/D).
 Laterally disposed drag — that is, 
having sources of drag out to each side 
of the kite — also has a clever effect:  
because drag rises with the square of 
wind speed, when a single line kite with 
substantial outboard drag gets into a 
destructive turn, the drag on the faster 
side will increase by more than the drag 
on the slower side decreases- providing 
active damping.  Such drag elements will 
also decrease L/D of course, except if 
they are an intrinsic and essential part 
of the kite anyway.  The insight being of-
fered here, and it’s a major one, is that 
aspect ratio (AR, effectively width to 
length ratio) is the most powerful ‘cost-
less’ (by L/D) dynamic instability cure 
available to kite designers.  A way to 
make this understandable is to consider 
a square kite, 1m on each side, lifting 
area 1m2 (aspect ratio 1.0).  If such a 
kite is built and is found to be inclined 
to overcorrect and go into destructive 
looping, then if it’s rebuilt to 1.25m 
span x O.8m long (still 1m2 but now AR 
1.56), it will have much less tendency to 
overcorrect, and may even be inclined to 
undercorrect.  This is because the drag 
associated with the wingtips, while still 
having similar cost with respect to L/D, 
is further out from the kite’s centre of 
lift, so will be more effective in resisting 
any rotations (in the plane of its lifting 
surfaces) that the kite becomes subject 
to (that is, it slows turns).  Adjusting a 
kite’s aspect ratio is therefore a way to 
get correction that’s neither too fast 

Why Kites (Don’t) Fly by Peter Lynn

Westport Windriders Kite Festival
July 10, 11 & 12, 2009

Grayland, Washington

Special guest: AKA Champion Cliff Quinn
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more efficient 
form changes), 
because it also 
directly reduces 
L/D, and by a lot 
if it’s to be effec-
tive.  Its influence 
on undercorrec-
tion is equivo-
cal: reducing lift 
does reduce the 
driving force that 
makes a kite tra-
verse off to the 
side before its 
pendulum effect 
can straighten 
it up; less lift 
means that it 
won’t get as far 
before correction occurs.  But, longitudinal dihedral also shifts the 
kite’s CL rearward (nearer to its CG), which reduces the effective 
pendulum length and therefore its corrective effect (while adding to 
its usefulness against overcorrection of course).
 This is a brief description of a complex and indeterminate field.  
Like all things that are subject to turbulent flow (the weather for 
example), single line kites will never be fully predictable. But, there 
are some things that are both true and useful that can be estab-
lished, which is what I’ve tried to do. I’ve tested the above against 
the kites I see flying, and don’t think I’ve seen anything that falsifies 
any of it.  However, there are so many overlapping effects and other 
influences that it’s sometimes difficult to see through all this fog to 
the fundamental relationships.  k

Why Kites (Don’t) Fly by Peter Lynn (loops out of control) nor too slow (flies off to one side 
or the other and crashes or stalls).  Wingtip drag isn’t 
referenced in any way to up/down, all it can do is slow 
down turns, and of course this can be a bad thing when 
it slows a desirable recovery, but on balance it is hugely 
beneficial because it slows down all the movements 
which energise dynamic instability, unplugs their power 
source so to speak.  
 The third main useful stabilising element, lat-
eral area (flares, keels, dihedral, anhedral etc), is also 
relatively costless by L/D, and can be very effective at 
damping out any incipient overcorrection but has to be 
of appropriate magnitude and carefully positioned.  If a 
kite with substantial lateral area (as a proportion of its 
lifting area) is subject to an angular disturbance (that 
is the longitudinal axis of the kite gets out of alignment 
with the wind direction), the aero forces acting on 
this lateral area can cause the kite to move a long way 
sideways across the wind window before the pendulum 
effect gets it back in line; that is, excessive lateral area 
can promote undercorrection.  Clearly, the longitudinal 
placement of lateral area will have an effect also.  If 
disposed mainly behind the kite’s CG, it can promote 
rapid re-alignment but may also exacerbate dynamic 
effects (overcorrection).  If in front of the kite’s CG, 
it will tend to cause undercorrection and make it very 
difficult for the kite to fly centrally (that is, directly 
downwind of the line tether point).  Although dihedral 
(upward angled wings) and anhedral (downward angled 
wings) have some different effects on how single line 
kites react, they are primarily both just ways to get 
lateral area.  There is a mistaken belief that dihedral is 
‘stable’ while anhedral is ‘unstable’ but this comes from 
aeroplane experience and doesn’t generally ap-
ply to kites.  When an aeroplane rotates around 
its longitudinal axis, if the downside wing loses 
projected area at a faster rate than the upside 
wing gains projected area then the rotation will 
become self-promoting.  Aeroplanes are made 
with dihedral so that they are auto-stable in 
rotation about their longitudinal axis.  For kites, 
bridles generally prevent this sort of rotation 
anyway.  Kites with centre line bridling (most 
diamond kites for example), require dihedral for 
the same reason that aeroplanes do, but kites 
with laterally disposed bridles (like sleds for 
example) don’t.
 Longitudinal dihedral, or reflex, the fourth 
and last major single line kite stabilising ele-
ment, has the obviously beneficial effect of 
reducing or eliminating luffing tendencies, but its 
underlying influence is more profound:  because 
aerodynamic lift forces drive instability (of both 
the overcorrection and undercorrection types), 
anything that decreases lift without changing 
other things too much, will generally improve a 
kite’s stability.  “More longitudinal dihedral” is 
just another way of saying “less camber” — and 
having less camber will cause less lift to be 
generated, (a generally applicable aerodynamic 
effect).  Introducing longitudinal dihedral there-
fore deals directly to overcorrection, but it’s a 
rather ugly solution, a last resort (usually taken 
when graphics considerations don’t permit other 
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For years, I’d heard about the kite festival at Pasir Gudang, Malay-
sia.  I’ve been lucky enough to attend a couple of kite events in 

other countries, but I’d heard many times that Pasir Gudang had to 
be at the top of anybody’s “must visit” list of festivals.  So I was very 
excited to get up at the crack of dawn, head to the airport, meet up 
with Jim Podlasek, fly 30 hours half way around the world to Singa-
pore, meet Mike Agner and “Team USA Organizer” David Gomberg, 
climb into a couple of vans, clear customs for the fourth time that 
day and finally arrive in Malaysia.
 Pasir Gudang is located only a few degrees north of the equa-
tor, so the temperature was almost as warm as the hospitality of our 
hosts!  The flying field was crowded with kitemakers and fliers from 
all over the world.  Sim Sarak and Cheang Yarin from Cambodia were 
on hand with their traditional Khleng Ek musical kites.  Thailand’s 
“Kite Couple,” Ron and Baew Spaulding were on hand, and Peter 

Lynn and Clyde 
Cook flew 
giant kites 
from a line 
of bulldoz-
ers. Masaaki 
and Sachiko 
Modegi headed 
a contingent 
from Japan, 
while China’s Girls’ Sport Kite Team and America’s Ron Despojado flew for 
an appreciative crowd.
 The array of kites in the sky was stunning.  Flying guitars from Leba-
non, Indian patangs, kite trains from Korea and Japan, German sea-crit-
ters and kikik fighters from Brunei crowded together.  Sport kites on two 
and four lines darted in and out.  Traditional Chinese dragons soared over 
arches from Singapore and the USA. Beneath it all, big spiky balls bounced 
and buggies weaved in and out.  
 The true stars of the sky, though, were the traditional wau kites of 
Malaysia.  Sparkling like stained glass ornaments, these bamboo and tissue 
paper masterpieces have to be seen to be believed.  There are several dis-
tinct shapes 
of kite, 
each with a 
“hummer” 
producing a 
unique sort 
of tone.  

The wau bulan, with its crescent tail section, is perhaps the best 
known, but the local favorite seemed to be the wau merak, or 
peacock kite.  These kites were being built and flown around the 
field, and the Muzium Layang-Layang (Kite Museum) was near the 
center of the field with an array of wau and other kites on display.  
I’ve seen some amazing kites, from the giant Mega Flags down to 
Charlie Sotich’s tiny masterpieces, but I have never seen anything 
like these amazing traditional kites.
 There are many great kite events around the world, many of 
them likely closer to where you live than Malaysia.  But if you get 
a chance, I’d recommend a trip to Pasir Gudang, for a combina-
tion of great people, great kites and great hospitality that is hard 
to beat.   K

Let’s Go Fly A 
Layang-Layang 

by Jim Martin
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Australia’s Michael Alvares 
and a leafy sea dragon.

Building a traditional 
Malay kite.

The patern is cut out, then 
backed with colored paper.

The author is shown the 
finer points of Brunei 
fighter construction.

Launching a wau merak.
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Margaret Greger
1923-2009
 Encouragement, kindness and optimism to friends and stranger alike, a love 
for her family and a sense of humor made up her life. Attention to family, kites 
and wildflowers were foremost in the life 
of Margaret Greger.
 Margaret was devoted to kite flying and 
kite making as a major passion, teaching 
classes, writing articles and authoring five 
books. Her books Kites for Everyone and 
More Kites for Everyone are prized by 
kite makers and teachers worldwide. Her 
goal was for students with no experience 
to be able to efficiently make a high qual-

ity kite using easily obtainable materials and to enjoy flying them on completion.
 In 1996, she was named American Kite Magazine’s Kite Person of the Year. The trib-
ute article stated that she had taught thousands of adults and kids how to make and fly 
kites over forty years of dedication to the craft.  In 2002, Margaret was inducted into the 
World Kite Museum’s Hall of Fame.

Greg Greger

Don’t Hate... Nominate!
It’s time for nominations for the next 
election. Positions up for election are 
President, and Regional Director for 
Regions Nine, Ten, Eleven, Twelve, 
and Thirteen. Get your nominations in 
to nominations@aka.kite.org by July 
31.  Also, if you’d like to propose any 
changes in the AKA’s by-laws, make your 
proposals to bylaws@aka.kite.org as soon 
as possible.

Sanctioning Up
In a move to reflect rising insurance 
costs, the Board voted to increase the 
cost of event sanctioning from $75 to 
$100. The new fee goes into effect on 
July 1.

c c c cc c c c
Sponsor The Convention
Are you interested in helping lower the 
price tag of the AKA national convention? 
Think about becoming a sponsor. Dona-
tions would be greatly appreciated to 
cover the cost of items such as volunteer 
pins; Monday night reception; workshop 
rooms; the PA systems; AV equipment; 
indoor fly space rental; field security; 
and more. All donors will be acknowl-
edged with signage; their names listed in 
the program, and announced during the 
awards banquet slide show on Satur-
day night. Contributions of any size are 
needed and welcomed. Big thanks go out 
to the members of the Minnesota 
Kite Society who were the first to 
sign on as sponsors. Their finan-
cial commitment translates into 

more fun on the 
field.
If you or your club 
is interested in any 
level of sponsor-
ship, please contact 
Maggie Vohs at 
convention@aka.
kite.org.

6th Annual 
Mile High Kite Fest

September 6
(800)468-5506
Beech Mountain, NC

Also In Rochester...
There’ll be plenty of things going on at 
the Convention that you should plan for 
now. The Ground Display Challenge will 
return, with prizes for Best Banner(s) 
and Best Overall Display. It’s a spectator 
vote that decides the winners, so pre-
pare to dazzle the people of Minnesota.
 Corey Jensen has suggested remem-
bering the late Scott Spencer with a 
display of table banners. Do you have 
any of Scott’s mini table banners that 
you purchased or made in a workshop? 
Bring ‘em to Rochester for the best little 
display in town.

Membership has its privileges.
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1. Ron Lindner
2. Ted Manekin
3. Jon Burkhardt
4. Lindsey Johnson
5. Rick Hawkins
6. Ronda Brewer
7. David Gomberg
8. Kurtis Jones
9. Jim Martin Jr.
10. Andy Burchfield
11. Cinda Shannon
12. Pete Dolphin
13. Thom Shanken
14. Claris Luis Skoczdopole
15. Ron Gibian
16. Marla Miller
17. Don Finch
18. Richard Dermer
19. Steve Ferrel
20. Steve LaPorte
21. Phil Broder
22. Mel Hickman
23. Eric Wolff

A. Women’s underwear sales
B. Fundraiser
C. Videographer
D. Political consultant
E. Pizzeria owner
F. T-shirt designer
G. General contractor
H. Coroner
I.  Environmental educator
J.  Computer salvager
K. Truck driver
L. Boat captain
M. Cabinetmaker
N. Oscar-winning makeup artist
O. Live action role-playing game supplier
P. Transportation planner
Q. Stock market executive (retired)
R. Tax preparer
S. Bike shop owner and locksmith
T. Plastic surgeon
U. Municipal court judge (retired)
V. Wedding planner
W. Jazz percussionist

New Jersey Kiter Kidnapped, 
Released In Pakistan
 A New Jersey diplomat working for the United 
Nations was kidnapped near the Pakistan/Afghanistan 
border in February, then released two months later. John 
Solecki, working with the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, was abducted on February 2 by the 
little-known Baluch United Liberation Front in Quetta, 
a major city in southwest Pakistan, near the Afghan 
border. His driver, Syed Hashim, was killed during the 
abduction. Solecki had just finished organizing a kite-
building workshop with refugees along the border.
 The kidnappers had threatened to kill Solecki 
within 72 hours if more than a thousand political activ-
ists were not released from prison. They released a 
video of a bound and blindfolded Solecki, saying, “I am 
sick and in trouble. Please help solve the problem soon 
so that I can gain my release.” 
 In early April, Solecki was released by his cap-
tors in Mastung district, about 50km south of Quetta. 
“Police found John Solecki in Mastung. He is fine,” Balo-
chistan’s Inspector-General of Police Asif Nawaz Wariach 
said. Officials said that the release of the UN official was 
the result of a series of backdoor negotiations held by 
government officials and some US embassy officials with the kidnappers.

John Solecki carries 
kites during a kite 
show for Afghan refu-
gees arranged by the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Refugees in Quetta. 
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Who Does What?
Think you know a thing or two about kitefliers? Ever had a spectator ask you, “Do 
you fly kites full-time?” Since you can just about count the list of professional 
kiters on one hand, we thought it was time to take a look at what a few of us do 
to make a living. Can’t guess who does what? The answers are online at www.aka.
kite.org/Kiting+.



Car-lifting 
in Kuwait
   by David Hoggan

It was a pleasant surprise to receive an e-mail from Andrew 
Beattie asking that I join him in a three day event flying kites 

in Kuwait for Abdubahman Shaikhan Al-Farsi family and friends. 
Little did I know that I would be joining forces with some of 
the most accomplished and well-known kite flyers in the world. 
The list included Stefan Cook and Craig Hansen from Peter Lynn 
Kites in New Zealand, Andrew and Kathleen Beattie from Eng-
land, Volker Hoberg with Team No Limit, Gerard Clement from 
France, and Rolf Zimmermann from Germany. 
 A picturesque Kuwait sky filled with high flying bears, 
rays, dragons, owls, sea horses, spin socks, crowns, cat, octo-
puses, box kites and lobsters was only the beginning of what 
turned out to be an amazing event for the people of Kuwait 
and the kite flyers.

 We were able to par-
ticipate in launching 
and flying one of the 
world’s largest lifting 
kites. Our attempts to 
lift a small four-door 
car would have been 
accomplished if it 
weren’t for a couple 
of oversights. For 
example the trac-
tor operator didn’t 
feel it was important 
to put the transmis-
sion in gear. As the 
lifting kite went up 
the mega ton trac-
tor/anchor rolled 
backwards. I have 
never seen a man 
dressed in a dishdasha 
climb up the tractor 
steps so quickly to 
apply the brakes. The 
straps which con-
nected the car to the 
main line were not 
up to the task. As the 
car started to lift, 
the straps exploded 

under the pressure. After trying to stabilize the kite with the 
help of the side straps, the kite slowly lay down on its side 
and deflated. The flight was over.  I believe we all went away 
from that experience thinking it was a success, learning from 
our mistakes and respecting the power of the wind. I under-
stand that a smaller prototype of this kite was flown in Berck, 
France, this year.
 Kiters and spectators were able to tour the kite field in a 
personal kite buggy ride chauffeured by Craig and Stefan.  Rid-
ers were having such a fun time being towed around the kite 
field that there was a line of willing participants eager to take 
a ride.
 My trip to Kuwait was an education for me. Being a U.S. 
citizen and living in California, my knowledge of the Middle 
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East has come from movies, news-
papers, magazines and the media. 
From these forums, I was under 
the impression that the Middle 
East was quite unsettled and full 
of conflict. During my short visit, I 
learned quite the opposite. People 
were friendly. Everywhere I went 
people would great me with a 
friendly “Salaam alaykum”, which 
I later learned the translation to 
mean “peace be on you.” Whether 
I was on the kite field, taking a 
walk along the beach or visiting a 
shopping mall, smiles and friendly 
gestures were given in ample 
supply. To my surprise, being an 
American in this country came with 
its benefits. Several times while talking with the local people I heard may thanks to American for helping the people of Kuwait 
gain their independence from Iraq. Being an American in Kuwait made me feel proud.
 I would like to thank Andrew Beattie and Peter Lynn kites for suggesting my name to fly with the Al-Farsi team and family, 
all the kite flyers who helped out on the field 
and especially our sponsor Mr. Al-Farsi. It was 
because of him that the accommodations, food 
and entertainment were first class. May I say 
to him, his kite team and family “Wa laikum 
Salaam” (and on you, peace).   k
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 Pete Dolphin by Patti Gibbons

photos courtesy of the World Kite Museum
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Sometimes I remember people by 
their smiles, some by their names, 

but others it’s a quirk like an extra firm 
handshake or a love for left handed 
bowlers that sticks in my mind. The thing 
I remember most about meeting kiting 
front man Pete Dolphin in 1995 was his 
laugh. Big, bold, and fun. Pure happi-
ness. His great big laugh just made me 
want to laugh. Still does. With such a 
genuine hallmark snicker it’s fitting that 
when Pete looks back on his childhood, 
he remembers himself being a natural 
at just having fun. Preferring entertain-
ment and games over integers and test 
tubes, Pete recalls plenty of silly mischief 
lightening his schooldays. Son of a sec-
ond-generation funeral director, perhaps 
Pete’s lighthearted attitude balanced out 
the grim toll of the family business. Born 
and reared in the Philadelphia area, the 
youngest of four sons, Pete played the 
role of fun-loving youngest born very well.
 Although far from being a book-
worm, when Pete graduated high school 
he headed straight to college. As a mem-
ber of the class of 1966, Pete thought it 
best to buckled down at school rather 
than to lace up combat boots and ship 
out to Vietnam. He headed to Temple 
University and studied engineering and 
architecture. Fast-forward four years lat-
er, Pete held a diploma in one hand and 

a draft lottery ticket in 
the other. He was number 
eleven. Vegas odds makers 
might have bought him a 
sympathy drink, but Pete 
never ended up needing 
to say farewell. When he 
went in for his physical, it 
turned out he was deemed 
unfit for service due to a 
previously unknown hear-
ing problem. Pete recalls, 
“I got very drunk that 
night, and that was that.”   
 Off the hook, Pete 
and his bum ear embarked 
on his career in the 
construction industry. For 
eight years he apprenticed 
under two older gentle-
men who taught him the 
tricks of the trade. When 
they retired, he moved 
on to a large construction 
company where, at the 
age of 29, he began han-
dling multi-million dollar 
projects. While tackling 
these considerable respon-
sibilities, his bank account 
fattened. In 1982 the Dol-
phin nest egg was plump 
enough for him to open his own business. 
Pete’s done well professionally and likes 
having his own company because, “There 
is only one person I can get mad at and 
that’s me.”
 In 1985 his wife gave him a kite as 
a Christmas gift. His response was lack-
luster and un-telling of the pull the gift 
eventually had on his life. “‘Ah, a kite.’ I 
wasn’t very impressed by it until I took it 
out and tried it out, saw the speed, and 
felt the pull. I was pretty well hooked 
at that point.” Within two years Pete 
went from backyard flier to a stunt kite 
competitor. He competed until 1991 and 
remembers “some successes and some 
frustrations.” 
 At around the same time, Pete 
began traveling to Europe on kiting trips 
and got exposed to one-of-a-kind hand-
made kites that wowed and dazzled the 
large crowds of festival goers. Although 
beautiful, these kites weren’t for sale. 
Pete wanted them, so he had to learn 
to make his own. As luck would have it, 

Pete lived down the street from a para-
chute company. Parachute cut offs make 
perfect kite cloth. Pete found that the 
parachute company didn’t want to sell 
him their scraps. So when he got turned 
away from the front door, he peeked 
around to the back door where, with 
flashlight in hand, he hopped into the 
dumpster to retrieve the mother load of 
fabric scraps — perfect for kite making. 
Pete squirreled away quite an inven-
tory of cut-offs in his basement. He said 
the people at the parachute company 
weren’t, “totally thrilled about some-
one routing around the trash, but I was 
neat about it.” To be fair, Pete was also 
a customer, and bought materials from 
them but his volume put him in the small 
potato customer file and many times the 
sales staff didn’t want much to do with 
him.
 Not too long after Pete started 
making kites he won the People’s Choice 
Award at the Smithsonian Kite Festival. 
“That fueled the fire” and Pete’s went 
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Several chatty kitefliers let the tape 
spin and recorded their memories 
and thoughts about kites, kitefliers, 
and the great big sky for the World 
Kite Museum’s oral history archive 
project. Interested in telling your 
stories? Would you like to hear what 
other fliers say? Got time to inter-
view special people in your local 
clubs or friends in far away places? 
Feel free to contact the Museum if 
you’d like to learn more about the 
oral history tapes. Contact us at 
info@worldkitemuseum.com.

Revolution, Avia, Sky Burner, Gomberg, 
HQ, New Tech, Shanti, SkyDog, Jackite

Kiting Accessories
Kite Hospital 

Classic Games and Puzzles

Corolla Light Town Center
(across from the Whalehead Club 

and the Currituck Beach Lighthouse)

(252)453-8442
www.FlyingSmilesKites.com

cath@FlyingSmilesKites.com

The Outer Banks’ NEWEST 

Kite Pro Shop

on to make an 
endless inventory 
of signature Dol-
phin kites. Pete 
doesn’t consider 
himself an artist, 
rather he prefers 
the tag Valerie 
Govig gave him: 
“clever copier.” 
Pete likes to call 
his works “re-
Petes” mainly 
because he 
gets inspired by 
something then 
riffs off of it and 
transforms the 
idea into some-
thing else.
 By the mid-1990s Pete started 
“climbing the corporate ladder” and 
became President of the AKA.  When 
he first started running the AKA he said 
he treated it like his own company and 
didn’t realize that he had a board of di-
rectors to answer to. After hitting a few 
bumps, “I had to slow down a little bit.” 
Pete enjoyed serving in the AKA, but 
with two teenagers nearing college, Pete 
knew he’d need to pass the reigns so he 
could focus on beefing up the family’s 
financial coffers. So Pete stepped out of 
the kiting Oval Office and scaled back his 
club activities. 
 Over the years, kiting teased out 
the natural showman in Pete and sparked 
a love for performing in front of crowds 
of curious onlookers. A founding member 
of Team High Fly, he and fellow team-
mates such as Fran Gramkowski, Lee 
Sedgwick, Sue Taft, Ruth Bradley, and 
Ted Dougherty, took kite showboating 
to the level of legitimate kite theatre. 
Pete aptly describes the cast as a “rag 
tag group who went out and had some 
fun” orchestrating theatrical kite skits. 
Team High Fly cooked up whimsical ways 

to retell well-known storylines such as 
Star Wars and the Wizard of Oz with 
kites. Set ups were often elaborate and 
frequently enhanced by full-body cos-
tumes, smoke bombs, and show-stopping 
soundtracks. In its heyday, Pete once 
dressed up and played the role of Prin-
cess Leia. Recalling back to his bagel-
headed debut, he stated as a matter of 
fact, “If you weren’t there, you missed 
it. It was strictly a sight gag.” 
 But, kite life isn’t all pink chiffon 
and smoke bombs. Pete also shows his 
kite pride with his extensive kite pin col-
lection. “I’m a pin head.” In 1995 Pete 
ranked his collection as fourth largest 
in the world, behind David Gomberg, 
Vic Eshpeter, and Christian Treppner. 
Pete calmly says he isn’t going to chase 
their tails because he “…is satisfied with 
number four. I’m never going to catch 
them. I’m not going to be quite that 
obsessed.” Even at number four, his col-
lection is still amazing. Pete says, “It’s a 
riot to go through the X-ray machine at 
the airport.” His pin collection scans as 
a dense metal blob that’s always flagged 
for personal inspection. When he unrolls 

his loot a small crowd quickly gathers 
agog at all the sparkly pins.
 Being a veteran on the kiting 
scene, Pete has had the honor of meet-
ing some important influential kitefli-
ers. He chatted with legendary kiter 
Paul Garber many times at the annual 
Smithsonian kite festivals. Pete remem-
bers him as, “a good man…and a gracious 
individual.” Pete met Mr. Garber in his 
older years and recalls that, “He was 
always very interested in what we were 
doing and very appreciative of it. He 
always made that known and was very 
happy to see what was going on” during 
the toddler days of the AKA.  k



Most years, when Spring Break rolls around, school is the 
farthest thought from my mind.  This year was a little 

different — a lot different, actually!  Bud Taylor of “The Kite 
Guys” (Alberta) and I were planning a one week trip to British 
Columbia so we contacted a few school administrators in BC’s 
central interior offering to do some workshops.  Three schools 
took us up on it. It was my first visit to that part of Canada and 
it was absolutely breathtaking!!  

 The first school 
we visited was in Lillooet, 
which is 250 km (160 miles) 
northeast of Vancouver. 
This town, and others in 
the vicinity, once swarmed 
with prospectors seek-
ing their fortunes during 
the Fraser River Gold Rush 
between 1858 and 1870. As 
soon as we arrived, Bud and 
I checked out the school’s 
playground, which turned 
out to be quite small and 
surrounded by trees. We 
crossed our fingers and 
hoped the wind gods would 
smile upon our group of 
middle years students the 
next day!  And were there 
ever a lot of big grins!  

 The next morning we headed northwest for Shalalth, a 
First Nations community next to two stunning turquoise lakes 
Signs warn travelers of steep grades, avalanches, rock slides, 
hairpin curves and the necessity of chains or winter tires. Sure 
enough, forty-five minutes into our journey, the distinct smell 
of ssssmokin’ brakes permeated the truck cab!  And there’s no 
cell phone service in these parts. Fortunately, we were only 15 
minutes from the 
school, and after 
a few wrong turns 
onto unmapped, 
unnamed roads, 
we made it just in 
the nick of time 
for the afternoon 
classes. The field 
was a bowl in the 
mountainside and 
again we wondered 
how well the kites 
would fly. There was 
precious little wind 
and students had to 
run a little to get 
their kites aloft but 
they most certainly 
flew!  And what a 
spectacular sight it 
was!  

After The Gold Rush    by Sharon Musto
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After The Gold Rush    by Sharon Musto
 Next stop, Gold Bridge. Population: 43.  We had two free days before 
our Friday morning workshop so we had a chance to relax a little, visit some 
old friends and enjoy the area. Gold Bridge is one of many small communities 
in the Bridge River Valley between the Southern Chilcotin Mountains. A little 
further up the road is another equally small town, Bralorne, site of Canada’s 
richest gold mine 
ever. History buffs 
will find many 
ghost towns and 
abandoned mines 
to poke around 
in — even an old 
brothel.   
 In the 
summer, this part 
of the country 
is a paradise for 
camping, hiking, 
canoeing, fishing, 

etc.  Wildlife abounds. I’m talkin’ the “real deal” — not just photo-
graphs in travel brochures!  We saw bighorn sheep, deer, elk, and 
eagles.  We were there at the beginning of April so it was still winter, 
a snow lover’s wonderland. Gold Dust Motel owner and wilderness 
adventure enthusiast, Billy Watts, took us for an afternoon of “sled-
ding” (my first time operating a snowmobile!) to Kingdom Lake and 22 
km up the trail. The sun was warm, the air soooo clean, and the snow 
was fresh powder, untouched, glistening.  Magnificent!  Call me crazy 
but I couldn’t help thinking … I should’ve brought a kite!  
 On Friday we visited Gold Bridge’s one-room school for a work-
shop with nine children in pre-kindergarten through Grade 6. What a 
treat that was!  But by the time we got outside to fly, there wasn’t 
even an angel’s sigh of wind.  So they ran. And they giggled and 
grinned. And they ran some more!  Too much fun!
 I learned a thing or two about life in small, remote communi-
ties. When there’s someone new in town, word spreads like wildfire.  
You hardly have to introduce yourself to anyone; everyone seems to 
know your name before you even meet them!  And they seem to be 
hungry for new and interesting events.  At the encouragement of the 
town’s librarian, we set up a display of kites in the foyer of the library 
and post office which share a building next to the school. Thursday 
was “mail day” and everyone would be coming through those doors. 
Our impromptu exhibit of kites injected a little excitement into their 
same ol’ same ol’ lives.  Gotta love it! I can’t wait to get on the road 
again to inspire, lift spirits and “tickle some more brains”. 
 Be sure to check out this video posted by the Grade 5 teacher:  
www.cayooshkidz.net/videos.html  and click on “Flying Kites with the 
Kite Guys”.   k
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ALASKA
Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Ave,  #156
Anchorage, AK  99501
888/291-4386
www.alaskites.com

ARKANSAS
Arkansas Air Museum
4290 S. School Avenue
Fayetteville, AR  72701
479/521-4947
www.arkairmuseum.org

KaleidoKites
1-C Spring Street
Eureka Springs, AR  72632
888/836-6251
kaleidokites@hotmail.com

CALIFORNIA
Candy & Kites
1415 Coast Highway
PO Box 8, 
Bodega Bay, CA  94923
707/875-3777
www.candyandkites.com

Farmer’s Kites
1108 Front Street
Morro Bay, CA  93442
805/772-0133
shaunfarmer@msn.com

Harbor Wind and Kite Company
1575 Spinnaker Drive #102
Ventura, CA  93001
805/654-0900
www.harborwindkite.com

Highline Kites Of Berkeley
6809 Del Monte Avenue
Richmond View, CA  94805
510/235-5483
www.HighLineKites.com

Into The Blue
11101 S.R. 1
Pt. Reyes Station, CA  94956
415/663-1147
www.into-theblue.com

Second Wind
N. 1805 Hwy 1
Bodega Bay, CA, 94923
707/875-WIND
www.secondwindfun.com

Wind Wizard
771 Myrna Drive
Port Hueneme, CA  93041
805/271-4747
www.windwizard.com

COLORADO
Four Great Winds Kite Company
108 Grant Avenue
Palmer Lake, CO  80133
719/684-3833
bosterholt@calcas.com

Into The Wind
1408 Pearl Street
Boulder, CO  80302
800/541-0314
www.intothewind.com

Sky Scraper Kites
3198 N. Speer Blvd.
Denver, CO 80211
303/893-2933

DeLAwARe
Rehoboth Sport & Kite Co.
1 Virginia Avenue
Rehoboth Beach DE 19971
800/250-KITE
www.rehobothkite.com

Rehoboth Sport & Kite Co. #3
67 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth DE 19971
(800) 250-KITE

FLORIDA
Hawaiian Kiteworks
205 Hwy A1A, #310
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
407/363-9050
www.hawaiiankiteworks.com

Kites Incorporated
611 Ponte Vedra Lakes Bl. #2001
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32082
904/268-7600
www.kitesinc.com

KiteStop.com Online Store
www.kitestop.com

Windworks Inc.
13009 Village Blvd
Madeira Beach, FL  33708
727/320-9463
www.floridawindworks.com

IDAHO
Sunrise Kites
460 Cleveland Street
Idaho Falls, ID  83401
208/524-5551
sunrisekites@cableone.net

ILLINOIS
Air Time Kites
1719A Worden Avenue
Alton, IL  62002
618/465-3448
redkiter1@yahoo.com

Chicago Kite/Kite Harbor
5445 N. Harlem
Chicago, IL  60656
773/467-1428
www.chicagokite.com 

Windfall Farm
6370 US Hwy 20 West
Galena, IL  61036-6041
815/776-9075
www.velocity-sports.com

INDIANA
Head Over Heals
225 Harrison Street
Shipshewana, IN  46565
260/768-7764
info@headoverheelsllc.com

Windsongs 
P. O. Box 669
Beverly Shores, IN  46301
219/874-5864
kitesnflags@comcast.net

Play With The Wind
17933 Williamsburg Drive
Granger, IN  46530
574/315-6231
playwind@comcast.net

IOwA
Midwest Kites
3566 Heatherton Drive
Davenport, IA  52804
563/823-8337
www.midwestkites.com

KANSAS
Kansas Kite Connection
1806 16th Street
Great Bend, KS  67530-4110
316/792-6549

Wind Heaven
10939 East Harry
Wichita, KS  67207
877/604-WIND
www.windheaven.com

LOuISIANA
MeauxJo Kites
3425 Robert Street
Zachary, LA  70791
225/654-5180
www.meauxjokites.com

MAINe
Cricket’s Corner
41 Shore Road
Ogunquit, ME  03907
207/646-2261
las@maine.rr.com

Maine Discovery Museum
74 Main Street
Bangor, ME  04401
207/262-7200
www.maindiscoverymuseum.org 

Maine-Ly Kites
189 Maple Avenue
Farmington, ME  04938
207/779-4415
www.mainelykites.com

MARYLAND
The Kite Loft
511 Boardwalk
Ocean City, MD  21842
410/289-7855
www.kiteloft.com

MASSACHuSeTTS
Blue Hill Observatory
Top of Great Blue Hill off Route 138
Milton, MA 02186
617/696-0562
www.bluehill.org

Sea Side Kites
293 Nantasket Avenue
Hull, MA  02045
781/925-3277
www.SeaSideKites.com

MICHIGAN
Air-Fun Kites
167 S. Hancock Street
Pentwater, MI  49449
888/AIR-FUN1
www.air-fun.com

Kiteman Jack’s
Newman Street at The Pier
East Tawas, MI  48730
989/362-4615
kitemanjacks@aol.com

Kites & Fun Things
1049 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI  48170
734/454-3760
www.skyburner.com

Third Coast Kite and Hobby
2158 Scenic Highway
Frankfort, MI  49635
231/349-1905
www.thirdcoastkites.com

Tropical Treasures
34190 S. Gratiot
Clinton Township, MI  48035
586/791-6595
troptreasures@aol.com

MISSOuRI
Flying High With Charon
5633 Carlton Drive
St. Louis, MO  63049
636/376-6055
charon56@sbcglobal.net

MONTANA
Wagntale Kites
P. O. Box 365
Choteau, MT  59422
408/466-5483
www.wagntalekites.com

NeBRASKA
Breeze Catchers
5428 S. 185th Street
Omaha, NE  68135
402/895-2331
www.breezecatchers.net

Breeze Chasers Online Kites
402/477-0794
www.breezechasers.com

NeVADA
A Wind Of Change
3870 West Russell Road
Las Vegas, NV  89118
702/736-1476
www.awindofchange.com

Windpower Sports
3111 S. Valley View #A-1116
Las Vegas, NV  89102
702/220-4340
www.windpowersports.com

New JeRSeY
Cobra Kites
2608  Rt. 37E
Toms River, NJ  08753
732/270-2112
www.cobrakites.com

Lighten Up Kites
238  96th Street
Stone Harbor, NJ  08247
800/679-5747
www.lightenuponline.com

New MeXICO
Dust Devil Aerial Toys
11200 Montgomery NE, #31
Albuquerque, NM 87111
bernard_763@msn.com

WeCree8 Kites
2314 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, NM  88345
575/257-5575
www.ruidosokitefestival.com

New YORK
Wonder Works
P.O Box 153
Palmyra, NY 14522
585/429-0761
www.goodthingsfly.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Blowing In The Wind
312 Nutt Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
910/763-1730

Incredible Flying Objects
684 C Arlington Blvd
Greenville, NC  27858
252/215-0400

Flying Smiles Kites
Corolla Town Center
Corolla, NC  27927
252/453-8442
www.flyingsmileskites.com

Home Toys Company
11 Swaim Drive
Thomasville, NC  27360
336/420-2032
www.hometoysco.com 

Kites Unlimited - Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Station Shopping Center
PO Box 2278
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
252/247-7011
www.kitesunlimitednc.com

Kitty Hawk Kites
PO Box 1839
Nags Head, NC  27959
877-359-8447
www.kittyhawk.com

NORTH DAKOTA
Prairie Wind Kite Company
5207 Cimarron Drive
Roseglen, ND  58775
701/743-4500
markrena@rtc.coop

OHIO
Amoka Windsurfing Kites
4703 Lose Road
Monclova, OH  43542
419/878-6009
www.amoka.com

Flaggs U.S.A.
5466 Dixie Hwy. (at Jungle Jims)
Fairfield OH 45014      
513/939-3524
flaggsusaj@fuse.net

What’s Up
4500 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls, OH  44022
440/247-4222
judy@kitesonaroll.com

OReGON
Columbia River Kites
P. O. Box 478, 270 NE 2nd
Irrigon, OR  97844
541/922-5739

Elmer’s Flag & Banner, Kites Too!
1332 NE Broadway
Portland, OR 97232
800/547-8795
www.kitestoo.com

Gomberg Kite Productions Int’l.
P.O. Box 113
Neotsu, OR  97364
541/996-3083
www.gombergkites.com

High Mountain Kites
1157 SW 32nd Court
Redmond OR 97756
541/420-9949
www.highmountainkites.com

Inland Kites
499 Willamette Street
Grants Pass, OR  97526
541/476-8299
inland@budget.net

Stores in BOLD sell Kiting!
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kitelife.com
1236 N. Killingsworth Street, #3
Portland, OR  97217
503/890-0280
www.kitelife.com

Phantom Star Design
2818 SE 23rd Drive #C-3
Lincoln City, OR  97367
541/994-7556
www.phantomstardesign.com

PeNNSYLVANIA
Air Affairs
107 Chelsea Road
Hatboro, PA  19040
215/672-1470

B and C Creations
215 Kerrick Road
Shillington, PA  19607
610/796-1830
www.bandccreations.com

Burlesque Kites
1670 Limeport Pike 
Coopersburg, PA  18036 
610/965-0867 
www.kitesonconsignment.com

Grandmaster Kites
216 W. Third Street, P. O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA  18631
570/759-3167
www.grandmasterkites.com

KitesRUs
1482 River Road
New Hope, PA 18938
215/862-6272
www.kitesrus.com

Kite Studio
5555 Hamilton Blvd.
Wescosville, PA  18106
610/395-3560
www.kitebuilder.com

Windstar Kites
203 Ridgeway Drive
Baden, PA  15005-2423
724/869-4488
www.windstarkites.com

RHODe ISLAND
Kitt Kites
28 Brown Street
Narragansett, RI  02882
401/726-1626
www.kittkites.com

Narragansett Flags and Kites
909 Boston Neck Road
Narragansett, RI  02882
401/782-0318
www.riflags.com

SOuTH CAROLINA
Dyna Kite Corp
5628A Amboy Avenue
North Charleston, SC  29406
843/554-9633
larry@dynakite.com

Kites Fly’n Hi
The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
Charleston, SC  29401
843/577-3529

TeXAS
About Kites
11615 Sagevale Lane
Houston, TX 77089
713/305-6777
about-kites@earthlink.net

B & S Kites
2812 Padre Blvd., Ste. B
South Padre Island, TX  78597
956/761-1248
www.bskites.com

Buck-N-Blue Outdoors
PO Box 2121
Alvin, TX  77512-2121
713/393-1100
www.jbrau.com/bnb-01.html

Family Fun Kites 
1419 N. Plaza Drive 
Granbury, TX  76049 
817/573-5483 
www.familyfunkites.com

New Tech Kites
7208 McNeil Drive, #207
Austin, TX 78729
512/250-0485
www.newtechkites.com

Pat ‘n Eddie’z
8804 Colonial Drive
Austin, TX  78758
512/837-4371
www.patneddiez.com

Rainbows 4 Sail
980 Gibb Rd. 
Waxahachie, Texas 75167
972/923-0119
www.rainbows4sailkites.com

South Beach Kites
877/347-KITE
www.southbeachkites.com

Windchasers Kites
1514 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX  78597
956/761-7028
www.kiteshop.com

WindSong Entertainments 
114 N. Austin Street
Rockport Heritage District
Rockport, TX  78382
361/780-0011
www.windsongkite.com

U UUU
Breakin’ Wind
50 West Center
Cedar City, UT  84720
435/586-8851
www.breakinwindonline.com

VIRGINIA
Hang-em High Fabrics
1420 Yale Avenue
Richmond, VA  23224
804/233-6155
www.citystar.com/
     hang-em-high

HQ Kites and Designs USA (formerly 
Nova Designs)
317 Great Bridge Blvd, Suite C
Chesapeake, VA 23320
757/819-7951
www.hq-kites-usa.com

It’s A Breeze Specialties
8221 Little Florida Road
Mechanicsville, VA  23111
804/779-0183
www.itsabreez.com

Jackite, Inc.
2868 W. Landing Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
877/522-5483
www.jackite.com

Life’s A Breeze Kites
2125 Staples Mill Road
Richmond, VA  23230
804/405-4515
duty@mindspring.com

Sky Jewels Kites
5579 Wellington Road
Gainesville, VA  20155
866/217-9268
www.skyjewelskites.net

wASHINGTON
Above It All Kites
312 Pacific Avenue South
Long Beach, WA  98631
360/642-3541
www.aboveitallkites.com

Big Kid Kites
14236 142nd Avenue NE
Renton, WA  98059
www.bigkidkites.com

Cutting Edge Kites
676 Ocean Shores Bl. NW
Ocean Shores, WA  98569
360/289-0667
www.cuttingedgekites.com

Ellensburg Kite Company
1910 W. Peakview Drive
Ellensburg, WA  98926
409/925-5483
www.ellensburgkite.com

Fincher’s Aire Force
2901-3 Perry Avenue
Bremerton, WA  98310
360/692-0149
topkite@hotmail.com

Gasworks Park Kite Shop
3420 Stone Way North
Seattle, WA  98103
206/633-4780
www.goodwindkites.com

Great Winds Kite Company
312 N. 83rd Street
Seattle, WA  98103
www.greatwinds.com

Hi-Flyers
55 Main Street
Pacific Beach, WA  98571
360/276-8377
hi-flyers@coastaccess.com

Ocean Shores Kites
172 W. Chance A La Mer
Ocean Shores, WA  98569
360/289-4103
oceanshoreskites@techline.com

Pizazz Kiteworks
P. O. Box 266
Coupeville, WA  98239
360/678-6266
www.pizazzkites.com

The Kite Shoppe
866/ROK-KAKU
www.thekiteshoppe.com

wISCONSIN
Aerial Stunt Kitessm

121 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, WI  53147
262/249-0631
www.askites.com

Fish Creek Kite Company
3903 Highway 42
Fish Creek, WI  54212
920/868-3769
www.fishcreekkites.com

Gift of Wings
9955 W. St. Martins Road
Franklin, WI  53132
414/425-8002
www.giftofwings.com

Gift of Wings - Veterans Park
1500 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive
Milwaukee, WI  53202
414/273-5483

Unique Flying Objects
2022 Washington Street
Two Rivers, WI  54241
866/UFO-4FUN
www.uniqueflyingobjects.com

AuSTRALIA
Kitepower Queensland, Shop 2
10 -22 Hornibrook Esplanade
Clontarf
Queensland Australia  4019
(+61) 7 3284 1186
www.kitepower.com.au/catalog/
index.html

Kitepower Australia 3
302 Grand Parade
Sans Souci
Sydney, NSW 2219
(+61) 2 9529 6894

Kitepower Australia
386 La Trobe Tce
Geelong VIC 3220
(+61) 3 5229 5899

OzFeathers
P. O. Box 758, 
Willunga, SA  5172
(+61) 8 8556 2681
www.ozfeather.com.au

CANADA
Alexander Graham Bell Museum Ass’n
P. O. Box 609
Baddeck, NS  B0E 1B0
Canada
902/295-2069
www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/ns/graham 
       bell/index_e.asp

Boreal Kites/Gothic Design
45960 Sparta Line
Saint Thomas, ON N5P 3S8 
519/775-2527
eric@gothicdesign.ca

Canadian Wind Rider
26 Elfindale Crescent
North York, ON  M2J 1B5
416/497-9463
www.canadianwindrider.com

Great Canadian Kite Company
4517 Harvest Green
Taber, AB  T1G 1A1
877/382-3956 
www.canadiankitecompany.com

Le Gite Du Cerf Volant
935 Rte De La Seigneurie
Saint-Roch-des-Aulnaies
PQ  G0R 4E0
418/354-2182
www.legiteducerfvolant.ca

The Kite Guys
2420 Morris Crescent
Airdrie, AB  T4A 2B8
www.kiteguys.ca

JAPAN
AGAIN
Joyfull Tsurumai 1F
3-14-16 Chiyoda Naka Ku
Nagoya, Achi  460-0012
(+81) 52-339-3830
www.agagas.co.jp/again

NeTHeRLANDS
Vliegersenco
veenweg 34-36
Deventer OV  7416BC
( 0) 570-607946
www.vliegersenco.nl

SCOTLAND
Gentles Limited
11 Corbiehill Avenue
Edinburgh, EH4 5DT
(+44) 131-3365472
sales@gentles.ltd.uk

U UUUUUUUUUUUUU
Kiteworld UK
6 Cottage Grove
Clacton-on-Sea
Essex  CO16 8DQ
United Kingdom
www.kiteworld.co.uk

Stores in BOLD sell Kiting! North Coast 
Stunt Kite Games

The Woodstock of Kiteflying
July 17-19

Maumee Bay State Park
Oregon, Ohio
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Absolute Judging by Russ Faulk

Some do. Some don’t. Judge on an 
“absolute” scale, that is. From what 

I have seen, our most confident judges 
judge on an absolute scale. Judges who 
are less confident, however, are often 
using a relative scale to judge the com-
petitors. What is the difference? 
 An absolute scale assigns a point 
value to the quality of a performance 
independent of the competitor’s skill 
level or competition class. To score an 80 
means certain things to the judge, and 
the judge has defined for him or herself 
what an 80 is ― long before walking 
onto the field. If a Novice flier scores 
an 80, and a Master flier scores a 70 on 
the same day, the absolute scale judging 
methodology means the Novice would 
have beaten the Master with that perfor-
mance in head-to-head competition.
 A relative scale, however, means 
the Novice was judged against the idea 
of what a Novice should be capable of. 
So the score of 80 would mean only that 
the flier flew really well “for a Novice.” 
The score would not hold up against the 
70 scored by the Master because that fire 
flew reasonably well “for a Master.”
 I believe it is much easier to judge 
on a relative scale. As a judge, you feel 
like you are rewarding a Novice for doing 
a good job. You can award 
a 75, focus on getting 
everything right with your 
ordinals, and feel good 
that you are making the 
Novice feel good. Or, you 
can feel like a great judge 
for assigning a severe 
score to a Master who flew 
poorly “for a Master.” I 
can think of times when I 
have slipped into this mode 
myself. As long as the ordi-
nals are correct, no harm, 
right? 
 Wrong. The official 
position of our governing 
body is that absolute scor-
ing is the right way to do 
things. There are a number 
of advantages to this: first, 
all the judges on a panel 
are judging with the same 
goals and expectations. 
Second, a competitor can 
hopefully measure their 

improvement over time as their scores 
rise with their skills and performances. 
Third, it is much more obvious when a 
competitor should move up to the next 
class. Finally, while I believe a broad 
scoring range should be used, that has a 
very different meaning when applied to 
a relative scale than it does on an abso-
lute scale. A judge using a relative scale 
and a broad scoring range can really 
throw off the results of an event.
 This is a challenging proposition for 
a judge. Your ideas of what contributes 
to a performance that is bad, average, 
good or great need to be well-formed, 
clear and fair. And, you need to be 
able to apply them across classes and 
disciplines. Complicating matters, the 
definition of a great performance evolves 
with the sport over time. In the 1980’s 
a great performance might not include 
any landings at all between the start and 
the end. I think it is entirely appropri-
ate now that judges expect a variety 
of landings during the course of today’s 
great routines. As a judge, the opinion 
still belongs to you. You might believe 
that advanced tricks are required for a 
great performance, you might not. You 
might, as I do, think contrast is a more 
important element to a great ballet than 

the difficulty-level of the tricks involved. 
It is most important that your criteria 
are well-defined, that you can clearly 
articulate them to others, and that you 
are consistent in the application of your 
judging criteria.
 Not all judges agree with each other. 
If they did, we’d only need one judge on 
the field. As long as each judge is working 
on a clearly-defined absolute scale, the 
judging is much more likely to be fair, and 
the results are much more likely to make 
sense to the competitors.  k

Once upon a time, legendary sport 
kite champion Ron Reich — leader of 
the 1990 World Cup Champion Top of 
the Line Flight Squadron — wrote a 
comprehensive guide to all aspects 
of sport kite flying. Kite Precision: 
Your Comprehensive Guide for Fly-
ing Controllable Kites is out of print 
now, but chapter by chapter, it’s 
going to appear online in KITING+. 
Check out the chapter on team fly-
ing, and keep your eyes on the web 
for other chapters coming soon.
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10,000 lakes! Paul Bunyan’s home! The Mayo Clinic! And America’s best kite fes-
tival! Are you headed to Minnesota in October for the AKA’s 32nd annual con-
vention? Check www.aka.kite.org for information, registration, and more.
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 Do you live in one of those places that is grey and 
cold during late February and early March?  Do you wish 
you could head off to a warm beach and enjoy some 
relaxed kite flying with other fliers from around the 
country and not have to worry about an event sched-
ule and structure?  Well, you can, and this year Paul de 
Bakker and I did.  We attended Kite Party 7 in beautiful 
Huntington Beach, CA, the official Surf City USA.  Kite 
Party is put on by Dave Shenkman of the Kite Connec-
tion, a long-time kite retailer.  The event takes place 
right next to the famous Huntington Beach pier where Dave’s 
shop is located.  There are two large fields roped off and only 

registered Kite Party participants are allowed on the fields.  
There is no schedule of events, just relaxed flying on a wide 
beach.  This is what makes this event a kite party. 
 The event officially took place on Saturday, February 
28th and Sunday, March 1st, but fliers show up early in the 
week to get a jump on the event and enjoy 
being in such a beautiful place.  The event 
officially kicked off Saturday morning with 
sunny skies and warm temperatures.  The 
event drew notable kite personalities such 
as the Hadzickis with Revolution, Mark Reed 
with Prism, Jay Knerr with the Kite Loft, Ron 
Despojado, John Barresi with iQuad, master 
kite builder Ron Gibian, Jon and Marieanne 
Trennepohl with Sky Burner, Jim Cosca with 
Sky Dog Kites, and many other great fliers.  
 Both days started off with very light to 
no wind but glorious weather.  The tem-
perature was warm and the sun was shin-
ing.  Dave was on the mic explaining what 
was going on to the crowds of people on the 
pier and surrounding area.  He did a great 
job of getting the crowd involved and was 

Surf City Soirée 
  by Hunter Brown

Paul DeBakker

Jon and Marieanne Trennepohl

very entertaining.  In response to the lack of wind, Dave an-
nounced the current weather conditions of the home towns of 

various Kite Party 7 attendees.  These conditions 
were much less pleasant than sunny Huntington 
Beach and made us very thankful to be there.  
People were flying their ultralights, making the 
most of the lack of wind.  Paul and I had out our 
Skates and Manta single line kites which just love 
low to no wind and were a big hit.  About midway 
through the day both days the wind would pick 
up and the sky filled up with various kites.  There 
were many large single line kites anchored in the 
northern field and sport kites in the field by the 
pier.  The sport kite field was dominated by Revs 
during the entire event.  John Barresi organized 
impromptu Rev flies guiding the kites into many 
interesting formations, including an 11 kite wrap.  
 To spice things up for the crowds, Dave 
drafted some fliers to perform their routines.  
John Barresi performed his famous Loony Tunes 
routine. Paul de Bakker and Lisa Willoughby per-
formed their routine and Ron Despojado showed 
us why he is a legend in the sport.  The crowds 
loved the performances and rewarded the fliers 
with applause and cheers.  

 A special event took place Sunday when Dave introduced 
Mark and Jeannette Lummas’s seven-year-old son, Ben, who 
was diagnosed with bone cancer some time ago.  He has had 
many treatments and surgeries since, and is doing great.  But 
the family still has heavy medical bills to endure. Then 100 
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Ben Lummas

Team 180 Go

diamond kites donated by Premier were brought out to the 
field and Dave invited the spectators to come on the field and 
purchase a kite and fly it right then and there.  It did not take 
long for an influx of people to buy the kites, and soon 100 dia-
mond kites were in the sky.  It was truly a wonderful show of 
support for such a great cause.  All the money was put in a bag 
which was handed to Ben’s father.  
 Kite Party 7 lived up to everything we had heard about it.  
The weather was perfect, the location was beautiful, the fliers 
were friendly and the atmosphere was fun and relaxed.  Mark 
your calendars for next year’s Kite Party which is slated for 
March 2010 and looking to be bigger than ever!   k
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On July 26, 1993, in Ocean City, Maryland, 
I officially joined the kiting community. 

That was the day I went into the Kite Loft 
and purchased my first kite, a Classic Revo-
lution II. I took to flying quad-lines rather 
easily, my next three kites being quads, 
and looked rather snobbishly upon dual-lin-
ers and single-liners. For some time I firmly 
believed there were two kinds of kites; four-
line kites, and kites they forgot to put some 
lines on. One summer while flying my quads 
at the beach, I was informed by another kit-
er that there was such a thing as the “AKA,” 
and it had “kite insurance!” That sounded 
like a good idea so I took the application he 
gave me and promised to send it in…when I 
got around to it.
 It wasn’t until the late 90’s that I real-
ized that only 25 miles away the Smithsonian 
held a big kite festival every March. I went 
and saw about 125,000 other people who also flew kites. It opened my eyes to all the different kinds of kites there are. I re-
solved to get that AKA application filled out…sometime real soon.

          At my second Smithsonian Kite Festival I spotted a booth displaying ap-
plications for a local club called Wings Over Washington. Soon I was flying with 
fellow club members every month down on the National Mall. A lot of these 
guys were flying on less than four lines, so I took a little less snobbish attitude 
toward those kites deprived of full lineage. At one WOW fly in 2002 my buddy 
Paul LaMasters said, “Nationals are going to be in Ocean City this year, so we 
should go and compete.”  A “kiter convention” sounded great, so in the spring 
of that year I entered my first stunt kite competition, and that fall went to my 
first Nationals. And I finally got around to filling out that AKA application and 
sending it in.
          I learned they also were having kitemaking competitions at Nationals, 
so I decided to make my first kite at the next club workshop. With the help of 
my club buddies and a sewing machine borrowed from my wife, Cathy, I put 
together a little thing that my friend Jim Cosca said was a “new kind of kite.” 

He suggested I name it the Kichi Tako (Crazy Kite 
in Japanese) because it was a bit odd and looked 
like a taco. At the 25th AKA Nationals that kite won 
the Most Innovative Kite award. Head judge Steve 
Ferrel suggested I keep making kites.
 Over the past eight years I became very 
involved in stunt kite competitions; dual-line and 
quad-line, outdoor and indoor…I even won once 
in a while. I also explored various other kiting 
domains: rokkaku battle, workshop organization, 
teaching, judging, club officer, foreign festivals, AV 
and announcing, volunteerism, and kite politics. 
Throughout all that I kept designing and making 
kites. Sadly, kite flying and kitemaking schedules 
began to conflict at competitions. I tried to do it 
all (just ask Cathy, the Kite Widow), but choices 
had to be made. So, even though I still do a little 
competing with stunt kites, kitemaking is now my 
prime mover.
  Kite workshops are fun and instructive, but I 
often find myself doing my own designs instead of 
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Kichi Tako 2

Mike and Vertigo
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the instructor’s. I love the freedom to build whatever I want. Each new design 
forms in my mind amid thoughts of that first innovative kite. There have been 
four more innovative award winners since that one. However, while the recogni-
tion of the judges is appreciated, it’s the adventure of exploring uncharted kite 
territory that holds my interest in this hobby. I don’t make a lot of kites, but I 
spend a lot of time thinking about the next kite. Not every kite I’ve designed 

flies, and those that fly 
well did so only after 
major tinkering. But 
when they do every-
thing becomes right 
with the world.
         That’s what hap-
pened with my latest 
design, Sine Wave, 
when it flew nicely for 
the judges at Gettys-
burg. It failed to get 
the Innovative award, 
but (to my utter 
amazement) collected 
the Grand Champion 
award instead. At that 
moment I forgot all 
about my past failures 
and everything was 
indeed quite right with 
the world. Of course, 
I’m honored to be 
among the winners of 
the Grand Champion 
trophy, and it’s put yet 
more energy into my 
kitemaking efforts. So 
I’m already working 
on the next kite, again 
something slightly 
unusual, with lots of 
problems and pesky 
little details, and it 
may not even fly. I’m 
loving every minute of 
it. k
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Kichi Burrito

Sine Wave, the 2008 AKA Grand Champion
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Materials
Two 18” diameter coffee filters
Water color paints
PVA glue or nori paste
String
Twelve 1” x 1” washi paper reinforcement patches
One 1/16” x 3/16” x 17 ¾” horizontal bamboo spar
One 1/16” x 3/16” x 19 1/2” vertical bamboo spar
One 5/64” diameter x 7” bamboo spar (upper battens)
Two 5/64” diameter x 12” bamboo spar (lower battens)
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Tools
Scissors    Ruler
X-acto Knife   Pencil
Paint Brush for glue  Paper towels
Large Eye Needle  Hair dryer
Paint Containers

Dyeing Instructions

Kite Assembly Instructions
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Resources
www.drachen.org for bamboo, string, kite books and kite kits
www.dickblick.com for art supplies
www.kitebuilder.com kite builder’s forum site
www.waresdirect.com Discount restaurant supplier for coffee filters

Books
Shibori for Textile Artists by Janice Gunner
Anna Rubin artistic kites a Drachen Foundation Publication
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I have been kite surfing since 2000. I have previously flown one 
string kites as a child and two string stunt kites in my 20’s. 

Having the chance to fly large four string 7m and 9m bat wing 
power kites was quite a step up from what I’d experienced 
before. As it turned out my friend Bussy who showed me how 
to fly these larger kites was the same guy who was 50m down 
wind when the whale hit me in the head.
 Kite surfing was in its infancy here on the mid north 
coast of New South Wales and my mate Bussy was experiment-
ing with his bat wing kite and an old Malibu surfboard prior to 
1999. In 2000 I got my first kite surfing kite, a Peter Lynn 3m 
self-inflating foil. The following year I moved onto a Naish 11m 
inflatable. 
 As surfers we used to loath the summer northeast on-
shore winds as they flattened the surf and destroyed any sand 
banks that had been built up from the winter southerly winds. 
As kite surfer now I can’t wait for a high pressure cell to park 
itself off the coast and blow Nor’easters for days on end.
 We have several options for kite surfing around here 
with beach breaks and river mouths or if you have a few keen 
blokes a downwinder. Sometimes we kite downwind for about 
30 to 40 miles.

 I am a 42 year old photography teacher at Macksville 
High School and I live at Valla Beach, NSW. The photo of me 
surfing over the whale was taken on Sunday, 26th October 2008 
off Valla Beach, halfway between Sydney and Brisbane on the 
east coast of Australia. The whale is a Southern Right.
  I have been experimenting recently with putting a cam-
era on my kite while kitesurfing. The camera is a Pentax Optio 
W60 waterproof 10mp digital. This camera allows you to set 
it up and shoot images at intervals of ten seconds or more. 
I’ve attached it to my kite with a hi-tech harness made from a 
neoprene beer cooler and velcro. 
 The kite I use is a 9m Cabrinha X Bow, a very maneuver-
able kite with great de-power and it is a stable platform for 
this type of photography.
  It was a sunny afternoon with a nice sea breeze blowing 
and I was kite surfing with two mates when the whale ap-
peared several metres in front of me. I was heading out to sea 
and it was coming in. The wind was quite strong so I was skim-
ming across the surface.  At first I thought it was the shadow 
from my kite. But I quickly realised it was a whale.
 The whale kept coming up; I crouched down as the whale 
swam under me. I did not know what to expect and I went over 

28         |  S SS S SSSSS S



its back just past its fin. Next thing I felt was its tail come up 
and hit me on the back of the head. I thought I was gone. What 
was I doing out here? Why wasn’t I at home with my wife and 
three young children? Soon after the initial impact the tremen-
dous force subsided and I surfed away with my legs shaking, 
hooting and yelling filled with excitement and relief.
 It’s unfortunate that my mates weren’t close enough to 
witness the action and I don’t think they really believed my 
story at the time.
  With the camera shooting off every ten seconds I was 
very lucky to get the shot. It may have been better a second or 
two later, but I could have also missed it completely and few 
would’ve believe me.
 I was thinking later that things could have gone a lot 
worse; my strings could have got entangled with the whale. 
Had this happened I am sure the whale would have dived. 
Or the whale could have knocked me out.
 So I guess I was very lucky to be in the same place as the 
whale and to have the photo capture the encounter at that 
time.  This hasn’t deterred me from continuing to pursue the 
sport I love.  k

David Sheridan and his 
kitesurfing KAP rig.
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KitesurFIng for 
Everyone feels stupid for asking questions. Takes you back to the awkward and uncomfortable days of high 
school when you actually had to learn things. People feel ashamed and embarrassed that they don’t know 
everything. Nobody was born on a board with a kite as a pro kitesurfer; everybody starts from point zero 
and needs to learn. People have knowledge so they can share it, so get out there and ask those questions. 
Even if you feel like a freak — you’re not a freak for asking questions. No matter how stupid they are....

Will I blow away?
Although it may seem scary to be out in the water with a kite 
relying on the unpredictable wind to keep you safe and blow 
the right way; you are in more control than you may think. 
Something that will ease the unease is by having knowledge 
of the wind and how it works. Wind is a very crucial part of 
kitesurfing, and it is important to know about it and be able 
to judge whether or not you should be out on the water. There 
are three main things to know about the wind: wind direction, 
wind strength, and wind consistency.

Wind Direction
One of the first things to check is wind direction. The direction 
of the wind plays an important role in how your kiting experi-
ence will turn out. If there is an off-shore wind, you will travel 
out to sea easily, but it will be hard work trying to get back to
shore. If there is an on-shore wind then it will be difficult for a 
beginner to even get out into the ocean to kite. The best type 
of wind for a beginner is cross-on wind. This is because it is not 
difficult to get out into the ocean, and at the same time the 
wind is pushing you back to shore just in case something goes 
wrong or you can’t change direction. If all else fails, at least 
the wind is pushing you the right way.

Wind Strength_
Another obvious and important thing to bear in mind is the 
wind strength. If there isn’t enough wind you will get to the 
beach and be quite disappointed, then spend the day build-
ing sand castles wishing for stronger wind. But it can’t be too 
strong because if the wind is too strong it becomes dangerous, 
especially for beginners. Here are some numbers to keep in 
mind:

Wind Consistency_
Another thing that is often overlooked is the wind consistency. 
In an ideal situation there will be no trees, islands, hills, or 
buildings to disturb the wind. The closer you get to the obsta-
cle, the more you will find the air gets unstable and turbulent 
with dead patches and gusts. This is of particular importance 
at inland spots.

Jo
hn
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What do I need besides a 
good attitude?
It is called KITE surfing, so it would be obvious that it would 
be important to get a good kite that is the right fit for you. If 
you are serious about buying, or are just curious, find a shop 
in your area and ask about brands, styles, sizes and prices 
for kites, boards and other equipment. These professionals 
will find the right equipment for your skill level that will also 
fit your budget. Although Joe Soap on the beach has made a 
tempting offer to sell you his equipment for a much cheaper 
price, there is probably a reason for that. When you buy from 
the store, if you have questions or run into troubles you can go 
back and ask them about it. Don’t be cheap. If you don’t want 
to dish out the cash, wait. Do it right the first time and avoid 
wasting money on the wrong kind of equipment. Although 
equipment is provided for in lessons, here are some things to 
know about equipment.

What brave soul will put 
up with my lack of co-ordi-
nation, and how much will 
they charge?
It is strongly rec-
ommended to get 
lessons before you 
venture out into 
the ocean on your 
own. It is unadvis-
able to get lessons 
from friends or 
family, even if you 
think it will be 
cheaper and that 
they will have 
more patience for 
your lack of co-
ordination. They 
could teach you 
how to get up on 
a board, but you 
won’t know what 
to do in emergen-
cies or any of the 
important things 
you need to know 
for safe kiting. 
Although it may 
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[FREquently Asked Kwestions]Freaks
seem like a lot of money to get lessons from a properly quali-
fied instructor; these instructors have been certified through 
an internationally recognised course that provides them with 
information, skills, knowledge, and patience to teach begin-
ners. Everything that they teach is useful and will help you 
become a better kiter faster.

Should I revise my will 
before partaking in this 
activity?
Safety is very important, and there have unfortunately been 

some fatalities in the activity. 
This just further emphasizes 
that safety is important and 
that you shouldn’t be careless 
because it can be a dangerous 
activity. Here are some impor-
tant things for safety while kite 
surfing: 

Always check the weather 
forecast

Be aware of wind direction, 
wind changes, storms, or squalls

Avoid kiting in areas crowded 
with rocks, trees, people, or 
power lines

Make sure that your equip-
ment is in good condition and is 
working properly

Make sure that you have 
equipment appropriate for your 
skill level

Never launch your kite into 
the wind

Concentrate
Also, use your common sense 

and follow your instincts
Never kite at a location where 

there is nobody else to help you 
should something go wrong.

So what is holding you back? If 
you are scared or uncertain you 
have to overcome it by asking 

questions! The more you know the less uncertain it becomes, 
and then it is more likely that you will want to try it. The kite 
surfing world is filled with passionate people who want to help 
you learn, be safe, and feel comfortable. Don’t feel like a 
freak for asking them questions because they expect you to 
have them. They understand that you might not know anything 
about kite surfing and remember that they were once in your 
position where they were the ones asking the questions and 
learning. People get so carried away in their lives that they 
forget to have a life! So get out there, ask questions, have fun, 
learn, and look stupid. After all, we are all freaks.  k

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Will I look stupid the first
time I try it?
Of course you will! You can’t be cool overnight, and when 
you finally are amazing, to look back at all the hard work you 
put in is way cooler and more rewarding! Another thing to 
remember is that EVERYBODY looks stupid the first time they 
try. Instead of being self conscious, laugh at yourself and focus 
on learning. Here are some things that you should expect 
will be covered in your lesson: introduction to safety and the 
equipment, land kite flying, body dragging, equipment set up, 
launching, and landing. By the end of your lessons you will be 
expected to know: how to carry and set up the lines and the 
kite, how to determine wind direction, how to stop kite power, 
how and where to position the kite when launching and riding, 
how to twist and untwist the lines, how to relaunch from the 
water, how to perform self-rescue in deep water, and many 
other useful things that will keep you safe and make you a bet-
ter kite surfer.

This article originally appeared in South Africa’s Gust Magazine in Sep-
tember 2008. Text by Melissa Peters. Reprinted with permission.
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I admit it: I’m addicted to kite surfing. I’ve only actually tried 
kite surfing once but I am truly addicted to photographing 

the sport. Part of my addiction, probably most of it, stems 
from the fact that I live a short five-minute walk from one of 
the planet’s best kite surfing sites. 
 Shacks Beach in Isabela on the northwest corner of 
Puerto Rico doesn’t often show up in Kiteboarding magazine, 
but for those who know, Shacks is one of the top five kite surf-
ing sites in the world. 
 Families with Forbes-type names you would recognize 
have vacation homes on Shacks Beach for those times when the 
winter trade winds line up with a good swell. Kite surfers from 
France, Germany, and other European countries make annual 
pilgrimages to Shacks, staying right on the beach in the apart-
ments at Villa Tropical. At least one kite manufacturer comes 

here to test and tweak new designs. One board 
maker lives here and shapes boards tailored for 
conditions at Shacks. OBXers (kite surfers from 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks) spend the winter 
here. 
 Why? Simple: wind, waves and vibe.
 From October through April the trade winds 
blow pretty much constantly down the beach 
from the east, usually between 16 and 20 knots, 
sometimes more.
 And waves? There are two seasons in north-
west Puerto Rico, surf season and dive season. 
Surf season -- the one with six to 12 foot waves 
-- just happens to coincide with the season of the 
winds, October to April. 
 The vibe is laid-back, easy going. Island time 
rules. Surfing starts at “O:dark:30” (around 
sunrise), before the wind gets on the waves. Kite 
surfing starts after a morning nap and late break-
fast. Beer o’clock is whenever you get the burn in 
your legs and arms from just enough kite surfing. 
 Shacks is not a beginner kite surfer’s beach. 
The side-shore/on-shore winds are difficult for 
those who are only comfortable going downwind. 
The waves break on a shallow reef so it can be 
dangerous if you fall in the wrong spot. But the 
conversations among kiters on the beach is much 
like conversation among kiters anywhere: “How’s 
the wind?” “What kite are you using?” Most days, 
when kiters put out their various sized kites, 
there are more kites on the beach than sunbathers.
    Beginners usually train on the southwest 
corner of Puerto Rico at La Parguara or in San 
Juan. Locally, much off-the-water/on-the-beach 
training is done east of Shacks, at Shore Island.
Shacks is part of a continuous beach along the 
northwest coast of Puerto Rico that stretches 
for eight miles or more, from Dunas at the base 
of the cliff below Isabela Pueblo all the way to 
Survival Beach in Aguadilla. Each little section 
has its own name and its own fame. Sardinera on 
the east is next to the little kiosk bars of Villa 
Pesquera. The sheltered cove is a great place for 
less experienced kite surfers. Just to the west is 
Shore Island, a sand-bottom shore break popular 
with boogie boarders. It is also frequently the 
point kite surfers start “downwinders” (letting 
the trade winds pull them for miles along the 
coast, usually to a pre-established pick-up spot, 

much like canoers paddling downstream). Middles Beach and 
Golondrina are well-known surf breaks but not so popular with 
kite surfers. The next beach west is Jobos (pronounced “HO-
bose”), one of the most popular beaches on this side of the 
island.
 Jobos is a great place to witness part of the “vibe” 
of this part of Puerto Rico. Sunbathers fill the beach. Snorkel-
ers and swimmers splash in the warm shallow water sheltered 
by a huge limestone karst formation, itself a must-see tourist 
stop. Just off the point of the karst, surfers, boogie boarders 
and kite surfers share the waves. On the shore side of the big 
surf break, a sand bar creates a second small break where a lot 
of surfers first learn to get on a board. A couple of bars at the 
edge of the beach provide cold refreshment when the sun and 
sea take their toll.

Puerto Rico’s 
North Shore Paradise
  by John Cosby
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 This laid-back there’s-room-for-all-of-us attitude is 
common all along this stretch of coastal beaches including 
Shacks, which is the next beach west of Jobos.
 Not only is there room for everybody, there is some-
thing for everybody to do. On the rare days the wind doesn’t 
blow enough to ride a 12-meter kite, there is probably surf 
here or at least nearby (there are nearly a dozen surf breaks 
within a 10 minute drive of Shacks.) No surf? Go snorkeling or 
SCUBA diving. Shacks is a popular snorkeling reef. The caves 
and the caverns in the reef are a world-famous SCUBA dive 
tour. During the summer dive season, the outer reef at Shacks 
is an amazing world-class SCUBA dive site. This all-in-one site 
is one of the things that creates the unique Shacks magic.
 After a day of kite surfing (or snorkeling or diving 
or...), when you need something cold wash the salt out of your 
mouth, there are a number of watering holes along the beach. 
The closest to Shacks is Ola Lola’s Garden Bar, open on week-
ends. You have to pass it on the one road in and out of Shacks. 
(In the interest of full disclosure, we own Ola Lola’s.) Further 
up the beach (but best reached by car) are Bamboo Beach (a 
fun after-hours night spot) and Ocean Front (great food served 
on an oceanside deck). Along the way to Jobos, you can stop 
at Mi Casita Tropical (famous for mofongo), Happy Belly’s, 
Gonzolez’s, Costa Bar (open only VERY late at night), and 
Sonya Rican (when the waves are up at Jobos, you can get wet 
sitting at the outside bar). 
 All this wouldn’t be much fun if you couldn’t get to 
it. But Shacks Beach is easy to get to, especially from the 
U.S. East Coast and Florida. JetBlue (from JFK and Orlando), 
Continental (from Newark) and Spirit (from Ft. Lauderdale) 
all fly into the former Air Force base-turned-civilian-airport in 

Aguadilla, literally ten minutes from Shacks Beach. San Juan’s 
international airport is more convenient for some, although 
San Juan is a two-and-a-half hour drive from Isabela and 
Shacks Beach.
 As for my passion, photography, Shacks offers several 
vantage points to shoot kite surfers. The obvious and easy 
choice is on the beach at water level. A pool between the out-
er reef and the beach offers an in-the-water option. If you’re 
fortunate enough to be staying in one of the apartments along 
the beach (or know someone who is), shooting from the one of 
the decks puts you a little higher up. You can also get a little 
elevation shooting from the top of the low dune at the edge of 
the beach. For the ultimate in elevation, try KAP — Kite Aerial 
Photography. 
 Shooting kite surfers with a camera suspended from 
a kite line is challenging. Ultimately, both the photographer 
and the kite surfer are at the mercy of the wind. The winds at 
Shacks are usually side-shore to slightly on-shore. This makes it 
very difficult to position the camera over the kite surfer, even 
when he/she is a very willing subject, working hard to get in a 
position for the shot. And, by very nature of the sport, the kite 
surfers are always moving.
 It’s the ever-changing conditions, wind speed, wind 
direction, waves, tide, light, and the kite surfers themselves 
that keep the quest for one more shot, just a little better then 
I’ve done before, that keeps kite surfing a fresh and exciting 
photographic subject.  k

See more of John Cosby’s kitesurfing and aerial 
photography, and read the latest from Ola 
Lola’s Garden Bar, at http://ola-lolas.com/.



America’s BesT   
OBX: North Carolina’s Outer Banks

by Chris Moore, Kitty Hawk Kites Kiteboarding School
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Kiteboarding on the Outer 
Banks is the best for all skill 

levels.  The Outer Banks of North 
Carolina is the chain of barrier 
islands that sit as far as 40 miles 
off the Eastern Seaboard.  This 
small strip of sand is a mecca 
for the fastest growing sport, 
kiteboarding!  What makes the 
Outer Banks such a draw for kite-
boarders from all over the world?  
The unique position of the Outer 
Banks combines wind and water 
forces in a way that makes it 
kiteboarding nirvana!
 Every kiter pines for the 
wind, and the Outer Banks is 
one of the windiest places on 
the planet with unobstructed 
wind coming in from either the 
soundside or the oceanside.  We 
average a 17 mph wind speed 
throughout the year!  This is 
the same reason that the Wright 
Brothers came here in the early 
1900s to pioneer the first air-
plane.  It is also the reason it is 
home to the world’s largest hang 
gliding school.  These same warm 
reliable winds have made it a 
haven for kiteboarders from all 
over the world.

 The unique orientation of 
the Outer Banks also allows you to 
be able to kiteboard in ANY wind 
direction!  You can choose between 
butter smooth flat water on the 
soundside or challenge yourself 
with the best surf on the East 
Coast.  The Pamlico Sound is 390 
square miles of flat shallow water 
that you can stand up in, making 
for an ideal environment for learn-
ing the sport.  The bottom sur-
face is hard sand with little to no 
dangers to worry about.  The other 
unique opportunity is to do amazing 
downwinders for many miles wind-
ing through a maze of waterways 
through the grasslands and small 
barrier islands.  These downwinders 
offer a variety of water terrain that 
makes the Outer Banks unique.  K



KitesurFIng Spot Is...
The Gorge: Oregon’s Hood River

Thanks to unique geogra-
phy, Hood River, Oregon, is 

America’s most notorious wind-
enthusiast-filled city. The town 
is perched on the high bluffs of 
the huge, scenic Columbia River 
Gorge — a massive basalt canyon 
that cuts through the Cascade 
Range of mountains.
 On spring, summer and 
fall days, the sun roasts the dry 
deserts of eastern Oregon and 
Washington. The hot air rises and 
sucks cool air from the Pacific 
Ocean through the natural wind 
tunnel of the Columbia River 
Gorge. Hood River is at one of 
the narrowest points in the 
Gorge, so the wind’s power is 
funneled between high cliffs. 
When that happens, the wind 
rips over the water at speeds up 
to 35 miles per hour and creates 
perfect conditions for world-class 
windsurfing and kiteboarding.

 The west wind pushes the Columbia River water, which is flowing east, into big wind waves. Expert windsurfers and kite-
boarders catapult off the waves into high, twirling jumps.
 Many of the world’s top windsurfers live in Hood River during the spring and summer, and the area is a vacation spot for 
wind addicts from all over the world.
 Dozens of windsurfing and kiting spots dot the Columbia River near Hood River. Some spots are best for experts, while oth-
ers, such as The Hook near downtown Hood River, offer sheltered water that is perfect for newbies.
 Many local windsurfing shops and schools offer inexpensive package deals that include gear and wetsuit rental and lessons. 
Most newbie windsurfers are standing on their boards and tacking into the wind on their first or second lesson.
Even experts can learn new techniques, 
as many instructors rank among the 
world’s best windsurfers and kiters.
 Newbies — and lots of windsurfing 
schools — go to the The Hook, a shel-
tered cove near downtown Hood River. 
The Event Site, which is on the banks of 
the Columbia River at the Port of Hood 
River, is the spot where experienced 
windsurfers rocket out over the river 
waves.
 Kiteboarding became a Gorge 
Games event in 1998, and it soon be-
came the nation’s premier competition. 
Now that FoxSports made kiteboard-
ing its headline event at last summer’s 
Gorge Games, and is set to cover it 
again through next year, kiteboarding is 
set to take off. This TV coverage in the 
Gorge could be kiteboarding’s ticket to 
realizing its full potential, blowing up 
in unimaginable proportions.  K
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In my defense, I won a lot of sport kite competitions more 
than a decade ago. And more than two decades ago, I was on 

the swim team at school. But all that was years ago and 10,000 
miles behind me.
 Cape Town, South Africa, is  
where kitesurfing nirvana lives. “This is 
one of the top ten spots in the world,” 
said one local kiteboarder. “There 
might be better places, but none that 
cost so little.” Near constant south 
winds  known as “the Cape Doctor” 
blow directly into False Bay, southwest 
of town, where the warm waters of 
the Indian Ocean bring right whales in 
to swim among the kiters. A few miles 
away, in sheltered Table Bay, kiters can 
ride the Atlantic currents downwind 
along the beach past Blobergstrand. 
With year-round winds, easy beach 
access, and advantageous exchange 
rates, South Africa has become a vaca-
tion destination for European kiters.
 Which led me to British ex-pat 
Philip Baker on my free day in Cape 
Town. His four-year-old Windswept 

Kitesurfing business is full service; he can set up accommo-
dations, car service, safari tours, paragliding adventures, 
and provide kiting equipment and lessons. Windswept is one 
of three International Kiteboarding Organization certified 
schools in the area. So we met on the beach at Bloberg for my 
first lesson. I already knew how to fly kites, so how hard could 
it be?
 On dunes crested with yellow flowers, in waters shaded 
dark green and turquoise, my lesson started with an intro-
duction to equipment. Laying out the kite properly, check. 
Attaching lines, no problem. Unwinding the lines, easy. 
Checking the control bar, a little technical the first time, but 
no worries. Pumping up the kite? Okay, that’s a new skill, but 
really not difficult. Putting on a harness and attaching the 
kite to it fit right in with my rock climbing experience. And 
just like that, everything was set up. 
 Next comes basic flying. Even though it’s a quadline kite, 
it really flies like a dual line, with left-right inputs instead 
of fore and aft. The kite zipped up to the top of the window, 
hovered in place with almost no guidance from me… and then 
my short legs were windmilling at top speed, trying to keep 
up as the kite pulled me halfway across the beach. Alrighty, 
so that’s the power zone. 
 My kiting experience definitely shortened my learning 
curve. Any competent sport kiter can get the hang of these 
big power kites in no time. Philip had me practicing on the 
beach, flying left, flying right, going through the power zone, 
intentionally crashing and relaunching at various spots in the 
window. Philip also spent a lot of time covering all aspects of 

safety. I practiced quick releases, emergency de-powering, and 
how to safely wind up the lines while in the water. We even 
covered what to do if I should wash ashore at Robben Island 
Prison (Don’t! The guards have guns.)

My Kitesurfing 
Name Is Flounder:

A Newbie Takes On Africa
by Phil Broder

Bringing sexy back: the author 
in a wetsuit and seat harness.

Philip Baker teaches kitesurfing on Table Bay, with 
Cape Town and Table Mountain as a backdrop.
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 The neoprene should’ve tipped me off. Anytime I have 
to squeeze my blubber into 
a wetsuit, nothing good can 
come of it. And I definitely 
should’ve seen trouble coming 
when my fat head wouldn’t 
really fit into the crash 
helmet. But finally, there I 
was, fully suited up, looking 
ridiculous, but ready to enter 
the water.
 Most days on Table Bay, 
the Cape Doctor blows over 
Table Mountain, leaving the 
waters relatively flat. But 
today, the wind had shifted 
to the southwest, giving it a 
lengthy uninterrupted fetch 
from Antarctica, so I was fac-
ing waves that towered over 
my head. Philip was enthusi-
astic. “You’re just going to go 
out to where the water is above your waist, put 
the kite into the power zone, and do some body 
dragging.” He seemed confident. I took the bait.
 I spent the next half hour trying to get to 
that elusive waist-deep spot. Somewhere around 
knee-deep, 6’ waves would hammer me back into 
the sand. If I got past them, just as I was ready-
ing the kite, 10’ waves would push me back to 
where the six-footers could get a better crack at 
me. Over and over, I concentrated on personal 
survival — close eyes so contact lenses don’t wash 
away, try not to land face-first in sand, can I not 
feel my extremities because I’m paralyzed or be-
cause the water’s cold?, don’t swallow any more 
salt water please, are there sharks in the bay? 
— at the expense of the kite. Over and over the 
kite drifted to the upwind edge of the window, 
settled into the water, and got rolled in the surf. 
Over and over, Philip untangled the wreckage and 

sent me back out. Other kitesurfers were 
setting up their gear, launching themselves 
over the waves, and I’m sure that Philip 
was thinking of ways to ditch the stupid 
American so that he could go out himself.
 After about 30 minutes of what could 
charitably be called “unsuccessful launch 
attempts,” I’d reached the point of ex-
haustion and knew that it was time to pack 
it in. I staggered across the beach, packed 
up the kite, stripped off the wetsuit, and 
collapsed. Luckily, the air-conditioned 
bar was only across the parking lot, and 
an experienced bartender recognized and 
remedied what ailed me.
 Ultimately, I have to evaluate the 
experience for what it was. I probably 
went in thinking that it would be easier 
than it was, because of my prior kiting 
experience. I can’t imagine trying kitesurf-
ing without the benefit of a good instruc-
tor and school. Philip was patient and a 
fine teacher, and if I had another day or 

two he’d have had me zipping across the waves. But we both 
should have recognized 
that the waves were more 
than a novice could handle 
(although with my sched-
ule, there really was no 
way to wait for a better 
day).
 On that October day 
at Blobergstrand, I met 
native South Africans, Ger-
mans, Brits, French, Dutch, 
and Spaniards. But I can 
confidently say that right 
then, right there, I was the 
best American kitesurfer. 
And in my defense, I think 
that the overtight crash 
helmet is really to blame 
for my wave-tossed mis-
adventure. At least that’s 
what I tell myself.  k

My Kitesurfing 
Name Is Flounder:

A Newbie Takes On Africa
by Phil Broder
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The experts move in for an afternoon session.



Finally winter is over and spring is here 
welcoming National Kite Month.  A joy 

to all kite flyers especially when they 
can come to the 5th Atlantic Coast Kite 
Festival, spanning three days in two cit-
ies with two parties.
  This year we again started off with 
the Friday Kickoff Party at the Ports-
mouth Courthouse Galleries. We wel-
comed all of our kite flyers with a local 
musician, good food, fun and a dose or 
two of beverages.  Glenn Davison was 
flying his miniature kites here, there and 
everywhere.  

  Saturday, the festival 
moved to Virginia Beach. 
Right away you could hear 
Terry Murray’s voice over the 
sound system filling the air.  
Archie Stewart was sponsored 
again this year to teach the 
children’s kitebuilding class. 
He had a handful of volunteers 
and a bagful of kite sails and 
frames for the children to build 
kites.  Gary and Maggie Engvall 
brought their car full of huge 
kites and we were lucky that 
the wind cut through the build-
ings and they could fly most 
of the day.  Ron Jakubowicz and Brad 
Wiener arrived from their trip to China 
displaying some of their big stuff and 
sporting their international awards. Kite 
flyers filled the beach with a gallery 
of colors in the sky and the spectators 
were amazed at the variety of kites 
displayed. Jim Cosca and Paul LaMas-
ters showed how beautiful team flying 

looks with their Revs. The rokkaku battle 
was fun for the crowd to watch as Dennis 
Smith’s humor filled the loud speakers. 
 Sunday, in Portsmouth’s river-
side City Park, the weather started off 
fabulous and we all enjoyed the sun and 
breeze.  Lots of fun for the children in 
the Park; Archie had a kitebuilding class 
and there were face painters, magicians 
and a booth to make paper kites.  First 
we had a lot of wind and the huge kites 
were scraping the sky.  Then in the af-
ternoon, the wind died and the no-wind 
kites came out of the bag. Paul LaMas-
ters, Lisa Willoughby and Paul deBakker 
had some very cool kites which stopped 
the spectators to stand and watch.
  Finally the wind changed to rain 
and after running for cover a couple of 
times it was time 
to call it a day and 
start the journey 
back home.
  We thank all 
you kite flyers and 
volunteers that came 
and helped make 
this a fun event in 
Virginia Beach and 
Portsmouth. Thank 
you to our sponsors, 
IMG, 96X, HQ Kites, 
Skydog Kites, New 
Tech Kites, Beach 

Tidewater Springtime  by Chris Stankus

Events, The Oceanfront Inn, Courthouse 
Galleries and Jackite.  See you again for 
the 6th Annual Atlantic Coast Kite Festival 
in 2010, April 30 – May 2.    k

Gary Engvall, rok star.

Paul LaMasters

Rok battle champions Lisa 
Willoughby and Glen Davison.
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Region 1 ~ New England
CT-NH-MA-ME-RI-VT-NY

Greg Lamoureux
293 Nantasket Avenue 

Hull, MA 02045  
781/925-3277 

region1@aka.kite.org
End of term:  2010

 Greetings fellow AKA’ers!  It seems 
like just yesterday we were all watching 
the snow fall and anxiously waiting for 
spring, and it is finally here.  Our region 
has had an incredibly busy spring with 
many of the region’s clubs hosting auc-
tions, indoor kite flys, attending indoor 
kite shows in Maine, New York and Bos-
ton.  Several of our Region One members 
attended the Smithsonian Indoor Kite 

Show in Washington, DC, with spectacu-
lar performances by Scott Weider, Paul 
Berard and Archie Stewart.  
 Throughout Region One, our clubs 
have hosted several workshops; the Con-
nectikiters, NYKE and  AKA Region One 
have hosted Papillion workshops present-
ed by Thom Shanken. Look for all these 
great kites at a local event near you.
 The AKA membership, in general, 
has been on the rise, and Region One is 
in a great position to encourage more 
local kite flyers to join the AKA.  With 
people looking for activities closer to 
home, now is the opportunity to en-
gage the public in the AKA. As we all 
know, this country’s recession has been 
causing havoc with many individuals, 
industries, and businesses. Certainly the 
kiting community has been affected. Kite 
manufactures have consolidated their 
businesses, retailers have closed their 
doors, and many events have lost their 
sponsorships.  With the loss of events 
like the Niagara International Kite Festi-
val and the reduction of others, we must 
actively involve the public in all local 
events and activities.  
 Helping to increase membership 
at events such as the Hammonasett Kite 
Festival in CT, the KONE Regional in MA 
and the Sullivan County Kite Festival in 
NY is great, but don’t forget your local 
kiteclub’s monthly fun flys… a great way 
to talk to people interested in kiting. 
 Thanks to Don Tuff, Scott Weider, 
Paul Berard, Thom Shanken and Archie 
Stewart for their contributions
 Keep the wind to your back.

 Greetings and salutations!
 Another spring is speeding by and 
my kites have now all had a proper air-
ing out. I hope yours have been looking 
down on you from the air, too. Here’s 
what’s new in Region Two:
 Pocono Kite Symphony filled “Na-
tional Kite Month” with workshops to 
repair and fine tune their ground display 
for Longwood Gardens, MIKE, and Kite 
Day in the Park. They also had some lo-
cal kite festivals and kite builds in April 
and May, keeping kiters active in eastern 
Pennsylvania. This year they plan to 
make a new club logo kite. Look for it at 
events this summer! 
 Some Region Two flyers took the 
ferry across the Delaware Bay to Lewes 
for the Great Delaware Kite Fest on Good 
Friday, and nearly sank the boat with all 

the awards they brought home. Lisa and 
Ian Willoughby were winners in Sport 
Kite Ballet and Precision events, and Phil 
Broder won Most Attractive Homemade 
Kite for the second year in a row.
 In March, Cliff Quinn was off to 
teach a class at MAKR (Midwest Area Kite 
Retreat) and Ft. Worden, Washington. 
In both classes he taught the Modern 
Marconi kite. All told, 20 students went 
home with masterpieces they are so 
proud of. Cliff says that his “students” 
have also taught him many things that he 
will share with others in the future. This 
was his second time teaching at these 
fine workshops and he hopes that every-
body will at one time in their kite lives 
get the chance to attend either or both. 
The next workshop he’ll be teaching will 
be this August at the Keystone Kiters 
Summer Retreat in Camp Hill, PA. The 
project will be a Poster Genki. Contact 
me for details on this event.
 SJKF had a very busy spring and 
early summer. SJKF will again be hosting 
the Friday Night Social at the Wildwood 
Kite Festival where everyone attend-
ing will be well fed. SJKF’s Annual 
Holiday Party is already booked and set 
for December 13th. SJKF members also 
attended the 9th annual Bensalem Kite 
Day - winds blowing steady at 30 mph 
and gusts up to 55 mph. The staff run-
ning the event were very happy to have 

Archie Stewart readies a rokkaku 
in Virginia Beach.

Region 2 ~ Northeast
NJ-PA-(lower) NY

Todd Little
832 Meadow Lane 

Camp Hill, PA  17011  
717/975-2852 

region2@aka.kite.org
End of term:  2010
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“professional” kite fliers there and were 
impressed that they tried to fly kites in 
those conditions. But the really big news 
from SJKF is that there is a new bench 
memorializing Scott E. Spencer and Betty 
Hirschmann on the Wildwood boardwalk, 
just south of the convention center.
 Here are some upcoming local 
events: The 3rd annual Brigantine Fighter 
Kite Festival is a go for June 22-24.  
Location is 38th street and the Beach in 
Brigantine, NJ.
  It’s been 400 years since Henry 
Hudson discovered Cape May (and prob-
ably 399 years since seagulls in Wildwood 
started stealing food from people on the 
beach), and as part of the quadricenten-
nial celebration, kites will fill the beach 
on June 27-28. Phil Broder is working 
with local businesses, restaurants, and 
the Chamber of Commerce to get the 
whole city involved in Kites Over The 
Cape. This will be a very family-friendly 
event with lots of kids activities, lots of 
freebies for kiters (food, parking, and 
other things that Cape May usually over-
charges for in the summer!), and lots of 
space to fly. If you’ve never been to Cape 
May — just one exit away from Wildwood 
— this would be a good chance to take a 
mini-vacation at the Jersey Shore.

 Hello Region Three.  In this 
column I try to report what has hap-
pened over the past three months and 
give you a look at what is coming in the 
next three.  Let’s start with the MKS 
retreat.  February 13 – 16 in Frederick, 
MD, this year’s featured artist was Greg 
Kono.  I drove up to visit briefly during 
the weekend and when I entered the 
workspace I found a couple of tables 
and large portions of the floor covered 
with brightly colored discs.  It turns out 
this was the watercolor painted portion 
of the kites that were drying.  Eventu-
ally these discs were framed and would 

Instructor Cliff Quinn and student  Cari King with her 
Modern Marconi at the Fort Worden Kitemakers Retreat.

become kite sails.  
What a surprise to 
find out the discs 
were giant coffee 
filters, but they are 
very strong, and 
the colors spread 
nicely as they were 
applied creating 
interesting color 
variations.  There 
were several other 
projects under way 
including a roller 
and miniatures.  
This visit made me 
want to come back 
and participate in 

the full event.
 WOW held several events during 
the winter and spring in preparation for 
the Smithsonian Kite Festival, which ac-
tually encompasses two weekends.   The 
first is an indoor fly put on by the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum, so the club 
arranged for several practice opportuni-
ties.  During the weekend of the indoor 
flying the museum sponsored, with the 
assistance of WOW, South Jersey Kite 
Flyers and Kites Over New England, some 
children’s kitemaking, and kite dis-
plays.  Along with the museum displays 
were some displays and items from the 
personal collections of Margo and Bevan 
Brown, Jon Burkhardt, Harold Ames, 
Wayne Hoskings and Mearl Balmer.  Dur-
ing the indoor activities and particularly 
the indoor flying a tag team of announc-
ers kept the audience informed about 
what was happening; thank you Jim 

Hodges, Terry Murray, and Mike Mosman.  
The second weekend of the Smithson-
ian was the outdoor festival.  From Judi 
Loscomb we get a very good summary: 
“It was wet! It was cold! It was so much 
fun!”  Judi and two friends design a kite 
every year, then design attire to coordi-
nate with the kite.  These three ladies 
won the 2009 Grand Champion award for 
their efforts.  Congratulations!  Jeff King 
reported much the same for the outdoor 
portion: “It was a wet, sloppy, chilly 
event, but it wasn’t a bad turnout.”
 In March the RAF started out 
with an outdoor festival to thank the 
local park for allowing them to use it as 
their home throughout the year.  Be-
cause that Saturday was the first really 
nice day of the year there were more 
than the usual number of spectators.  
Several hundred kites were given to lo-

cal children and the club members kept 
kites going as best they could in low 
wind conditions.
 April being National Kite Month 
saw a lot of activities on the Calen-
dar.  The first weekend the members 
of RAF and a few from WOW met near 
Winchester (or is that Windchester?) for 
a blustery day of flying.  Lots of folks 
came out and managed to fly some kites, 
mostly soft kites, or a few heavy cellular 
kites.  The second weekend saw three 
events, the Great Delaware Kite Festival, 
Bel Air Kite Festival and Rockfish Valley 
Kite Festival.  At the 41st Great Dela-
ware Kite Fest, at Cape Henlopen State 
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Albosta. Andrew Albosta. 
And his 007 quadline at 
the Smithsonian Kite Fest.
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Park, Arnold Simon won the prize for 
best-flying kite with the roller he made 
at the Maryland Kite Society retreat. 
(He also won the Oldest Flyer award, 
but he might not be so proud of that.) 
Jim Cosca took home the award for kite 
ballet. Since this festival also gives out 
prizes for Best Store-Bought Kite, Rachel 
Hughes and Bee Linzey from Rehoboth 
Toy & Kite Company had a busy day fill-
ing the demand from the hundreds of 
kids present. Ex-Lieutenant Governor 
Gene Bookhammer, the event’s founder, 
was on hand to distribute medals and 
gold coins to the winners.  Rockfish 
Valley was a new event held in Nelson 
County, VA, near the base of a mountain.  
The winds were less than cooperative, 
but the rain left early and there was a 
good turnout with lots of neighborhood 
enthusiasm for “next year.”
 The third weekend saw two 
events, one new one in Indian Head 
MD, and the 11th Blue Ridge Kite Fes-
tival in Salem-Roanoke County.  There 
were nearly 10,000 spectators, at least 
four kite clubs, kites from fighter size 
to Peter Lynn Manta Rays, and lots of 
good family fun.  One of the big hits of 
this festival is the flag ceremony where 
Harold Ames and Terry Murray get the 
crowds involved in unfurling a 40’ by 60’ 
American flag, play the National Anthem, 
then let the children run under it for a 
few moments.  Other highlights of the 
day were hand made kites by Charlie 
Dutton, Adrianne and Mearl Balmer, 
Tanna and Glen Haynes.  Individuals 
showcased single line or sport kite flying 
throughout the day, and there was an 
impromptu I-quad demonstration fol-
lowed by a four-person dual-line team 
fly.  Charles “Stoney” Stonestreet per-

Arnold Simon and his champion roller 
in Delaware.

formed a two-kite routine that wowed 
the crowds.
 Elsewhere in this issue you will 
find information about the Convention.  
Each year the location rotates from East 
to Central to West and we are already 
taking inquiries to host the next Eastern 
event in 2011.  If you know of a place 
that can fulfill all the requirements to 
host an event as contained in the down-
loadable information package please 
have them submit a proposal as soon as 
possible.  
 I hope to see you on a kite field 
somewhere, and as always, challenge 
the wind.

        Greetings Region Four. Thanks to 
all who answered the call and wrote in 
to let me know of happenings in their ar-
eas. I couldn’t have done it without you.
 From Charlotte comes word of the 
tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
WACKOS. A club fly complete with a cele-
bratory cake happened and to quote Jim 
Martin, “The cake was perfect for the 
WACKOS. You could still see where the 
decorator had initially placed the okra 
too high on the cake, leaving no room 
for the kite, so had scraped it off and 
tried again. Perfect for a club who prides 
itself on not being organized.” Congratu-
lations to the WACKOS for achieving this 
noteworthy anniversary.
 For me, the WACKOS are a fine ex-
ample of how to keep a kite club going. 
No formal organization with a constitu-
tion, by-laws, officers and all that, just 
a bunch of kite fliers in an area who 
get together to fly kites and enjoy each 
other’s company. Scenic City Kite Club, 
SAKE and the Tennessee Wind Militia are 
also examples of this principal and all 
have been around for many years. Often 
all that is required for membership in 
such clubs is a club t-shirt or being on 
a mailing list. Perhaps this is not every-
body’s idea of what a club should be, 
but it seems a lot of friction evaporates, 
friction that can rip apart a club, and it 
works for these groups. 
 Chuck Holmes of 
Spartanburg, SC, wrote 
that several Region Four 
AKA members attended 
the Smithsonian Kite 
Festival this spring and 
represented our region 
well. Chuck won an award 
for Special Recognition 
and also took home sec-
ond place in Competitors 
Choice, Masters Division. 
Evan Griffith, also of Spar-

tanburg, won the third place award over-
all in Novice and Katie Lewis of Charles-
ton, SC, won a lot hearts with her efforts 
and attitude, although she did not win 
an award. The rokkaku challenge saw 
team Charlie Don’t Run, named after our 
own Charlie Henderson, coming home in 
4th place. 
 Karen Mault from Morehead City 
on the NC coast writes that they are 
still having their regular Sunday morning 
fly. However the weather hasn’t been 
cooperating of late; high winds, no wind 
or rain. Even if flying is out, they still get 
together to visit and hang out at Kites 
Unlimited and bench fly, so if you are in 
the area, give Karen a call and check in.
 Down Ft. Walton way, in the pan-
handle of Florida, the 5th Annual Kitty 
Hawk Kites Beach Kite Festival welcomed 
a nice crowd, which got introduced to 
the thrill of modern kiting. Many thanks 
to Jason Wheeler for writing and letting 
me know about it. 
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 Ellen Kutcher, Director of Historic 
Bethabara Park in Winston-Salem, NC, 
wrote to let me know about their Kite 
Day on April 4th. They had a fun filled day 
with about 240 children and adults flying 
kites on two fields. A commendable twist 
was the organizers had about 15-20 kites 
available for use for those who came 
without kites so everybody got to fly. 
Ellen also writes that “two good kite fly-
ers flew their kites, so participants were 
able to see something special.” Just a 
couple of “good fliers” can add a dash 
of spice to a festival so don’t leave your 
kites in the bag if you’re hesitant about 
attending a local festival, thinking you’ll 
be the only “pros” there. Organizers are 
always happy to see any amount of seri-
ous fliers show up and strut their stuff.
 Case in point. A couple members 
of SAKE participated in the kite festival 
hosted by Kennesaw, GA, and were a 
“great addition” to quote the organizers. 
Elly and Harlan Groover of SAKE staged 
a kiting demonstration and kitemaking 
event at Treble Mill Park the following 
Friday. In all these cases, two fliers made 
a difference and so can you.
 Personally, we made it up to 
Chattanooga for the 16th Annual Tennes-
see River Park Fly on April 4th. It was a 
beautiful day with good winds, bright 
sunshine and comfortable temperatures. 
The best part for me was getting to 
meet and visit with many AKA members 
who were in attendance. Scott Koenig 
of the Tennessee Wind Militia, now an 
AKA affiliated club, is working with Kathy 
Shook on organizing the second annual 
“Thanksgiving on the Outer Banks” so 
for more info contact Scott. A big thank 
you and congratulations go out to Chuck 

Jones and Peggy and Doug Roselle of Out 
Of The Blue Café and Kites for organizing 
and keeping this event going for so long. 
 Lastly, I would be remiss if I did 
mention the Miniature Kite Exhibit at 
New River Library in Zephyr Hills, FL, 
which ran throughout the month of April. 
Thanks to Gary Resnick for making this 
happen.
 That’s it for now. Get out and 
enjoy the wind. If something happens 
where you are, let me know about it and 
I’ll be happy to make mention of it. As 
always, gentle breezes.

Hello everyone.  The season was of-
ficially kicked off the first weekend of 
April with the Airwaves Kitefest in West 
Chester, OH. The festival was hosted 
by the P.I.G.S. Aloft and featured the 
Chicago Fire Kite Team and O2, Masters 
Pairs flyers Mike Delfar and Dan Newman 
from Wisconsin. Let’s not forget 11-year-
old Elizabeth Gordon flying demos like 
a pro. There were candy drops each day 
put on by O2 and even a mega fly with 
11 sport kites flying all across the demo 
field. There were also great flyers from 
our own Region Five including the Blues 
Brothers (Steve Rothwell and Spencer 
Schubbe),  Skyjesters (Dean and Vickie 
Proudfoot), myself and Bill Schumacher 
with his fighter kites. In the Big Kite field 
the wind was up and so were the beau-
tiful Octopuses, Manta and flying legs.  
There were puppies flying everywhere 
too.  180 GO quad team were doing 
demos both days and had a beautiful 
“pink ribbon” quad line kite to bring 
breast cancer awareness to everyone. 
Airwaves Kitefest is always a lot of fun 
and the hospitality is spectacular.  It was 
a nice surprise to see AKA Director at 
Large Angie Chau at the event too. 
Upcoming events to look forward to in 
Michigan and Ohio include the Michi-
gan Kitefest in Richland on June 12-14.  
There will be a Friday night kite fly in 
conjunction with the Relay for Life at 
the park site. Saturday 
and Sunday will be sport 
kite and fighter kite 
competitions and big kites 
flying.  Also the Warren 
Dunes Kitefest at Warren 
Dunes State Park on June 
27 and 28. This event will 
be a duplicate to Michigan 
Kitefest except it is held 
on the beach of Lake Mich-
igan. Both events will be 
trialing a new competition 
discipline, Novice Multi-
Line Ballet and Precision.  

If you are a new Novice flier and have 
never before competed you will fly free 
at either of these events.  You must be 
or become an AKA member though. You 
can sign up at either event location.
 On July 17-19 is the North Coast 
Stunt Kite Games.  This event is hosted 
by Black Swamp Air Force and will be 
filled with two days of fun and frolic, plus 
an excellent flying field. The games will be 
at Maumee Bay State Park in Oregon, OH.
 On July 24-26 will be Kites Over 
Branch County in Coldwater, MI. This 
three day event includes a Friday night 
indoor competition and two days of sport 
kite and fighter kite competition plus a 
large area for fun flying.
 Please go to the event calendar 
at www.aka.kite.org to view all of the 
kiting events in your area or go to www.
back2thewind.com. 
 Look for me at upcoming events 

Regional Director Dave Bush and his 
predecessor, Jerry McGuire.

The Tennessee Wind Militia, 
Melanie and Scott Koenig, plot rok 
battle strategy in Virginia Beach.



S SS S SSSSS S SS|           SS S

system be checked because I have had 
several members tell me that they have 
not been reciving my e-mails. Please let 
me know.
  The first real event we attended 
in 2009 was the Color the Wind Festival 
in Clear Lake , IA . Hosted by Larry and 
Kay Day, the event was well planned, 
and well attended. The only problem 
was that Mother Nature was not so kind. 
The wind velocities ranged from 20-30 
mph. It was nearly impossible to fly most 
kites.  But as usual, we had a wonderful 
time. We enjoyed seeing all of the kite 
fliers from all of the different areas, the 
evening dinner, and an impromptu early 
morning festival hosted by Sean Beaver 
in the open field  in front of our motel. 
Interstate traffic was traveling and al-
most came to a stop when Sean launched 
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through the summer, I’ll have plenty of 
raffle tickets for six nights of Convention 
lodging and raffle tickets for the Conven-
tion Registration  to sell for our Nationals 
in Rochester, MN.  

 The ice fly season is past and 
National Kite Month underway as I write. 
Region Six is doing a great job with over 
60 events listed. Pam and Dale Bowden 
of the KOWS Kite team are responsible 
for many of these events. Both are great 
ambassadors and work hard spreading 
the love of kiting. 
 Although Color the Wind in Clear 
Lake, IA, was held on a day that could 
only be called brutal, it was great to 
see kiters from around the Midwest 
as we all struggled to stay upright on 
the glare ice while battling 25-30 mph 
winds. Kites on the Bay in Fish Creek 
WI; Kites on the River in Two Rivers WI; 
the Frosty Fingers Fly in St Paul MN all 
enjoyed better weather. Notice I didn’t 
say warmer weather!  There’s something 
magical about colorful kites rising over a 
white landscape to cheer up the winter 
afternoon and make all those struggles 
against the elements worthwhile. A little 
hot chocolate and warm chili helps the 
spirits also. 
 As the ice was melting, kite build-
ers from around the country assembled 
in Oregon, IL, for the 21st annual Mid-
west Area Kitemakers Retreat. As always 
all indulging in fun, food, friends, and 
some kitemaking had a great time. 
Those in attendance were treated to 
some fabulous classes led by instruc-

tors such as Cliff Quinn, Rob Pratt, Walt 
Mitchell; Chris Taylor, Brian Blaeske, Deb 
Von Bokern, and others. The raffle was 
a high point for the weekend. Gener-
ous donations of kites and related items 
made it possible to keep registration 
fees low and carry on for another year. 
Photos of all the happenings can be seen 
at http://s583.photobucket.com/al-
bums/ss275/MAKR-Kite/. Plans are 
already underway for next year. If you 
are interested in teaching a class, drop 
me a note. Join us the second weekend 
of March 2010, no experience required. 
Check it out at www.makr.info. 
 Looking ahead, the 8th Annual Kites 
over Grinnell Festival in Iowa held May 8-
10 has expanded this year to three days 
of kiting fun. Workshops are held in the 
schools prior to the weekend of flying; a 
kite art exhibit; lots of open fields, and 
an indoor sanctioned competition make 
up just part of the activities. This has 
become a real favorite of area flyers, as 
it is conveniently located within a short 
driving distance of many.
 All the Region Six clubs have an 
active summer schedule planned. For the 
most up to the date information, check 
out the club websites. You can find links 
to each of them from the AKA website. 
The Region Six section of KiteTalk forum 
is available for you to post information 
about events. Another good use would be 
to post information about your favorite 
flying fields. Sign on and check it out. 
  I’m looking forward to seeing 
many of you this spring and summer on 
the flying fields. The biggest event of 
all, the AKA Grand National Convention 
will be in within driving distance of all 
in Region Six. It’s not just competition. 
It’s time to gather with others that share 
your passion.

 Hello Region Seven. This is a hard 
time to be writing an article for Kiting 
and for the AKA. The weather is finally 
appearing to be kite worthy. We have 
had so much cold 
weather, we were 
beginning to think that 
we would never get 
back out on the kite 
fields.
  At the time this 
goes to print nothing 
has been going on . 
The ice has just  barely 
melted in the north 
and now starts the 
rainy season. I hope 
everyone is reciving my 
e-mails. I have asked 
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many times if anyone has something they 
would like to add to the AKA article. If 
you have any thing, please let me know. 
I have requested that my bulk mail 
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Don Murphy’s caterpillar 
cools off in Clear Lake.



his ginormous octopus. It was an awe-
some sight.
  The Board of Directors have been 
working very hard to balance the budget 
and find ways to keep membership going. 
This has been very difficult .  If anyone 
has any ideas for the club please let us 
know. The insurance has been an issue 
but it needs to continue to be in place.  
Otherwise, it could lead to cutting back 
on kite fly’s in city and state parks that 
require us to carry insurance. We are 
open to any new ideas.  This is your club, 
we need your input too.
  I hope everyone is looking forward 
to the upcoming Convention in Rochester 
MN. It almost feels like a local event for 
most of us here in the Midwest. It sounds 
like it might be a small get together ; 
but I hope we are wrong. Make sure to 
make you reservations early. It should be 
a great time.  
  Take care, and enjoy the sky.

 After an extremely busy spring 
kite season, things are beginning to slow 
down in the Region! Honestly, it simply 
gets too hot in the summer to be out-
side for any length of time. Plus, wind is 
tough enough to come by in the spring; 
by summer it’s a distant memory. With 
that in mind, we try to slam everything 
that we can into the months from Janu-
ary through June! 
     Erratic weather forced a few last 
minute changes in the schedule over the 
past few months, so I have to take one 
more opportunity to thank Troy Gunn for 
his patience and diligence in maintaining 
a Regional Events Calendar for all of us! 
It’s been an absolute lifesaver! With so 
many events crammed into so few week-
ends, it’s not unusual to have four or 
five kite festivals from which to choose 
at any given time; and nothing’s EVER a 
close drive in 
the Central 
Conference! 
      The 
South Padre 
Island Fun 
Fly sponsored 
by B&S Kites 
was even 
bigger and 
better than 
ever! I don’t 
know how, 
but it just 
gets better 
every year! 
Plus, we 
had a Quad 
Flying Clinic 
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conducted by none other than  iQuad on 
the Friday prior to the actual festival! 
Ha! Ya can’t beat THAT! Yes, I was there, 
as were plenty of OTHER new Quad 
Monsters. The SPI festival had incredible 
kiters from all over the country showing 
off their stuff. Susie and Bill Doan know 
how to throw a party! Many, many thanks 
to them for their hospitality, planning, 
and organizational skills. 
     Despite the smaller field for 
the Zilker Park festival this year, we 
ROCKED!!! The Usual Suspects (you 
KNOW who you are!) were STILL out 
there at o’dark thirty, in 28° weather, 
and kiters showed up en masse to create 
a bang-up, non-stop show! The tree-line 

turbulence kept the inflatables crew 
frustrated most of the day, but they still 
managed to keep spectators captivated 
all day. The kiters on the performance 
field were, as usual, absolutely selfless 
and tireless.
     Kite Fest Louisiane continues to 
grow by leaps and, and also brings in 
kiters from Region Four! It was great to 
meet the Lennop Family of Madison, MS, 
in West Baton Rouge. Not only did they 
come to play with us, they volunteered 
to help at every turn and proved to be 
invaluable with candy drops and bol 
races! Speaking of invaluable, Lee Lena-
han brought his beautiful flow form and 
also Tanner Ross and Mike Osbon! I’ll be 
looking for Mike and Tanner at Galveston 
later this fall! Lee, you’re also welcome 
to join us in Galveston. For the first 
time, we were honored to have Team 
iQuad join us for Kite Fest Louisiane! 
What an asset! In addition to the local 
fliers and iQuad, a group from the Cen-
tral Texas Cloud Chasers Kite Club came 
in to wrangle the banners, inflatables, 
candy drops, bol races, and the AKA in-
formation table. These folks were: Dyana 
and Steven Ploof, Michael and Deontae 
Boswell, Melissa and Brent Sutherland, 
Jennie Villareal, and Derek Sutherland. 
While I’m mentioning heroes, the West 
Baton Rouge Tourism Bureau — once 
again — organized this incredible event! 
Kathy Gautreau deserves a standing ova-
tion for her dedication and hard work. 
She truly shined!  
     Make plans NOW for the AKA Con-
vention in Rochester in October! An AKA 
Convention and National level competi-
tion is, quite literally, as good as it gets! 
Be there!
     As always, kiters remain the most 
incredible group of people that I’ve ever 
had the privilege of knowing. Especially 

in these “tough times,” please 
remember that the kites may be 
the vehicle, but it’s the wonder-
ful people that make it all so 
special! Hold on to that knowl-
edge! 
 My appreciation to you all! See 
ya out there somewhere! And, 
oh yeah, keep looking up!
 This is the hardest part of the 
year for me. I am consistently 
caught between my sewing 
machine and my urge to go fly. 
Unfortunately the window of my 
kite room looks right out on my 
neighbor’s back lawn, where he 
proudly flies his flag, which is 
my favorite wind meter. See my 
dilemma?  

Central Texas kiters
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 This spring has certainly hit the 
ground running. The Lincoln City Indoor 
Kite Festival took place the end of March 
with record attendance.  The flyers at-
tending were from all over the world.  
Debbie and Lee Park produced a fantas-
tic show which included a third aerialist 
this year named Kinsley Johnson.  There 
were over 700 people at the first show 
on Saturday, which is an all time high.  
This year’s festival raised over $1000 
to benefit the Doermbecher Children’s 
Hospital in Portland.  Coordinator Maggie 
Conrad has done a fantastic job with this 
festival, and we are looking forward to 
next year.  You can enjoy the video of 
the show “Mystic Canyons” at http://
video.google.com/videoplay?docid=4477
386325940322270. 
 Just around the corner is the 
Lincoln City Summer Kite Festival, June 
27-28.  Maggie Conrad is the coordinator 
for this fine event as well and it is not to 
be missed.  Last year’s festival still holds 
the world record for the giant Octopus 
kite mega fly. Twenty two of the gentle 
giants caused quite a sight. This year 
will be full of surprises as well. For more 
information, visit www.orgegoncoast.
org/kite-festival/kites-summer.php. 
 I am looking forward to joining the 
fliers at the Brookings Southern Oregon 
Kite Festival on July 18-19. This will be 
my first year attending as an invited flier 
and I am truly excited about this.  The 

Brookings Kite Festival is an all time 
favorite for fliers and spectators.  This 
festival is unique because of its show 
qualities as fliers from all over the 
world put on a constant show for two 
days while spectators from all over are 
five rows deep surrounding the field to 
enjoy it.  Be sure to attend the banquet 
and auction Saturday night for some 
truly spectacular kites and other kiting 
treasures. The auction is what keeps this 
event going each year and your support 
is truly appreciated. Anyone wanting to 
donate tax deductable kite-related items 
for the auction can e-mail info@sokf.
org. For more festival information go to   
www.sokf.org. I look forward to seeing 
you there!
 The North West Sport Kite League 
has its yearly board meeting coming up 
so by the time you read this there will 
be a full schedule of events posted at 
www.nwskl.org. NWSKL will have three 
full days of competition at the Washing-
ton State International Kite Festival  as 
well as events at Ocean Shores, Seaside, 
Westport and other locations. Please 
check the site for more information. 
 I have mentioned that I work for 
the Bend Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. This past year I have been teach-
ing a youth kitemaking class to kid’s 
grade K-5. This class has been a won-
derful experience for all involved and 
there are some that just leave a great 
impression and lots of good memories. 
The current group I have is just about 
as enthusiastic as they could be.  I think 
sometimes I tend to get caught up in 
too much thinking of “I have to do this, 
get this done, this kite needs to be this 
way,” sort of thinking. When build-
ing sled kites last week one of the kids 
was putting on tails when he suddenly 
stopped and had a brilliant idea.   His 
kite design was “The Golfing Gopher” 
and it was just a delightful design on 
its own.  When he piped up with the 
question of, “Does the tail have to be 
ribbons? Could I make the tails be legs?  
Could I have some more tyvek?” I was 
thrilled to be a witness to the creativity 
of a new kite maker with no limitations, 
no rules, and the ability to create some-
thing unique and innovative because of 
it. This is the sort of freshness we all 
need to hold on to.  This is the kind of 
thinking that has brought new designs, 
new creativity, and a renewed sense of 
freedom. I for one intend to keep my 
own thinking along those lines. I hope 
this will help some get it back. And to 
Spencer, Madelyn, Hunter, Chase, Noa 
and Lindsey, thank you all for reminding 

me what is important in life.
 To all of you, welcome back to the 
sunshine, the wind, and to being togeth-
er on our favorite flying spots.  I look 
forward to seeing you all.  

 Fort Worden Kite Makers Confer-
ence is over for another year.  As always 
the house was full of guests from here 
and there.  Off to the Fort and ready for 
the raffle with my trusty workers, David 
and Janet Robinson from the UK.  We 
had 634 items and raffled them off in 
six meals. It only took me several years 
to realize I could go up a day early and 
start fresh the next morning.  That way 
we have the room and tables ready.  
Duh!  David and Janet have volunteered 
for years and they pay their own way 
over to work their bums off.  I do not 
know how I could ever do this without 
them and Ron.  Not to forget Ken Tum-
minia and Susan Sadow who help display 
and hang items and all the people that 
step up to be runners.  At the end of the 
raffle on Saturday night I announced that 
next year would be my last.  It has been 
17 years that I have worked on this raffle 
and it is time for me to step down.  It 
was a very hard decision, but it is time.
 I guess this will lead into telling 
you this will be my last year as an RD.  
It has been six years and I think that 
we need a fresh RD.  I have loved doing 
this, but I am going to start flying kites 
and enjoying a few more kite things.  I 
will always support AKA and help where 
I can.  If anyone is interested in the RD 
position let me know.  It is all so easy 
to write this, but it will be very hard to 
step down. I know that one can always 
be replaced and it is time to replace me.  
Gee, this sounds like the end of me, no 
way!  Come on, step up!  Be a volunteer!

The Golfing Gopher
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 So many kites, too little time, 
but…. I actually got to fly a kite.  Scott, 
Kristian and Lori Slater along with Doug 
Jones (UK) went to Ellensburg, on the 
day that was suppose to be their festi-
val.  Doug LaRock, Kent Bacon and Calvin 
Leibelt came to fly with us.  The wind 
was up and down, but we did manage to 
have some flying time and fun.  When 
we first got to town, we stopped in to 
see Norma Jean Hansen at her new kite 
store.  The Ellensburg Kite Company 
was up and starting to show of life after 
a great deal of hard work by Norma 
Jean and her husband Rob.  If you get a 
chance, stop by the shop.  Norma Jean 
has a million percent energy and is a 
great lady.  Stop by and see her and we 
are all hoping that the Ellensburg Festi-
val will happen in 2010.  Stay tuned.  
 After a great day in Ellensburg we 

piled back into the car and headed to 
the Tri Cities to attend Margaret Greger’s 
memorial fly the next day.  It was a 
great honor to be participating in this. 
We were able to talk with Greg Greger 
and visit with other friends that we had 
not seen in some time.  We also made a 
couple of new friends.  The winds were 
light, but it was a bright a beautiful day 
for the memorial.  Larry Ziler did a great 
job organizing the event.  File another 
great day and a great lady in my old 
memory bank.
 I really want to thank Scott for 
doing the driving over the mountain and 
back.  It was a great weekend trip and I 
cannot thank Scott and his family enough 
for all they did.
 Back home, the Slaters and Millers 
did a little kite workshop at the Easter 
egg hunt by our home.  Lots of fun and I 
think my hands have finally thawed out.  
It is always a great reward to make a 
kite with a kid and see that wonderful 
smile. You should try it some time.  Give 
a kid the gift of kites. 
 Looking forward to PCKA, West-
port Windriders Festival and of course 
Washington State International Kite 
Festival. What more could you want?  
Fun flys heading into fall, Up Your Wind 
and Whidbey Island Festival and then 
convention.  Did I just whip right through 
another season?  Be sure to always check 
the calendar for all the events. 
I also have to mention keep your eyes on 
your kite bags.  There have been more 
kites stolen in our region.  This time a 
garage was broken into and a large num-
ber of kites were stolen, nothing else.  
Sooner or later these will start showing 
up somewhere: eBay, Craigslist, or flying 
at the beach or park.  Watch and maybe 
we will find some of them.  
 Remember and help me to bulk 
e-mail Region Ten of upcoming events.  
Just send me the information. 
 I guess that I really don’t have a 
kite season.  It is a year round passion 
and I love it. Hope to see you flying 
somewhere soon, but not where I had my 

picture taken.  

 The kiting season in 
Northern California and Ne-
vada is in full swing. The Bay 
Area Sport Kite League (BASKL) 
held its indoor competition in 
Walnut Creek, CA on February 
21. It’s been fun to see the 
skill level rise (slowly) over 
the years as the local fliers 
get used to the differences 
between flying outdoors and 

indoors. We also had some small RC 
helicopters and airplanes taking up some 
of the airspace within the gym. Mark 
Quirmbach walked away 1st, Francisco 
Navarro took 2nd and Aaron Champie 3rd.
 BASKL held its first fun fly at Doran 
Regional Park in Bodega Bay, California 
on March 7. The winds had been howling 
the night before, but the dawn brought 
a light, steady breeze from the west. 
Dave Love of Candy and Kites stopped by 
with some beverages and well-wishes. It 
was nice to fly kites with friends with-
out worrying about the next event that 
needed a judge. I saw Darrin Skinner had 
his KAP rig out later in the day.
 The first competitive sport kite 
meet of the season had the stalwart 
crew setting up and flying under threat-
ening conditions at Berkeley’s Caesar 
Chavez Park. Aside from a few rain-
drops, we got the entire competition in 
on time and under budget. The fighter 
kite contingent also held a competition. 
Tom McAlister of Highline Kites provided 
refreshments which were gratefully re-
ceived. For all BASKL events, you can see 
the results by visiting www.baskl.org and 
clicking on League Standings.
 The long-running Roseville Kite 
Festival at Buljan Park on April 2 kicked 
off Region Eleven’s contribution to 
National Kite Month. Bob and Dean Bell 
once again organized a fine festival that 
included kids kitemaking and the Magical Dave Butler gives a miniature kite to Fort 

Worden instructor Nobuhiko Yoshizumi.
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Mystery Sport Kite Competition. The 
panel of judges included local middle 
school kids. Steve Hall was this year’s 
winner, putting his TrickTail through its 
light-wind paces. See, Steve, your ef-
forts weren’t wasted.
 Brian Todd passed away earlier 
this year. He was a TrickTail and Utopia 
master. We’ll miss you, Brian.
 There are many events coming 
up in Northern California and Nevada: 
check the AKA calendar for the most up-
to-date opportunities. 

all the photo work this was the place to 
be, and as always I can say I had FUN! I 
would also like to thank the manufactur-
ers who were there at Kite Party and all 
the support they give this event: the en-
tire Revolution family of Joe, David, and 
Lolly Hadzicki; Focus Kites’ Paul deBak-
ker and Hunter Brown who brought out 
the skate glider for all to play with (yes I 
own one), Jim Cosca from SkyDog and my 
friend Mark Reed of Prism.
 From the beach of SoCal I was off 
to the beach down under at the Adelaide
kite festival, as a guest of Phil McCon-
nachie and his lovely wife. The event 
was great with myself and the Japanese 
teams making a good showing which was 
highlighted by Phil’s personal creations 
and his EO’s. I want to tell you if you 
don’t have an EO then you don’t know 
what your missing because they are fun 
with a capital F. I can’t keep a secret… 
Phil and Annie are working on the new 
EO games which will be brought to a field 
near you soon. so order yours today and 
practice. If you get the chance
to go to Adelaide then don’t hesitate 
cause it was a blast.  
 Remember that the San Diego Kite 
Club meets the second Saturday each 
month and we are always trying to find 
new people to come out and play.

 Festivals in Vietnam, Italy, South 
Africa, France, Australia, Barbados, 
UK, Malaysia, Mexico – there’s simply 
nowhere where kites aren’t!  Kite fliers 
pack a lifetime of fun into a single kite 
bag, and, with passport in hand, make 
new kite friends everywhere.
 CANADA — Another birthday for 
Ray Bethell, whose biggest dilemma is 
which kite events to attend.  “It’s a case 
of what I can do to make kite festivals 
a success, and that is my job.”  He’s 
only doing what he loves, he says.  Vaino 
Raun represented Canada at Malaysia’s 
Pasir Gudang festival, where 200+ 
international kite 
fliers shared the sky.  
Wau, Vaino!  Vaino 
later assisted at the 
Jimmy Pentagon Kite 
Workshop for Niagara 
Windriders Kite Club 
as coffee-maker.  
Talent-plus!  From 
Ontario, Carlos Simoes 
donated two of his 
kites (painted by 
Jacques Letourneau) 
to George Paisiovich’s 
Pelee Island Kite 
Museum as a mark of 

thanks for George’s dedication to kite 
history.  http://thekitemuseum.com.
 JAPAN — Masami Takakuwa invites 
us in June to the Shirone & Sanjo 
festivals for giant kite fighting, followed 
by Ishigakijima Kite Festival on 28-29!
 SWITZERLAND — How proud 
are we of Olivier Reymond?  Region 
Thirteen 1st Place Master Kite Maker 
at the 43rd Smithsonian Kite Festival.  
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Carlos Simoes and Jacques Letourneau

 Another quarter has come and gone 
and as always I’ve gotten around and 
even been Down Under. In February I was 
up at Huntington Beach for Kite Party 
and what a party it was. Dave Shenk-
man always puts on a great event and he 
watches out for us fliers. My advice to 
all is if you get a chance you really need 
to come to this event and see how it is 
run cause this is about the fliers and the 
fun. This year was extra special for me 
because my friends from the UK came 
over, and the guys from 180 Go, and of 
course my friend John Baressi. This was 
just the out-of-town Rev fliers; if you 
looked at the big picture with all the lo-
cal guys and gals we made this sort of a 
Rev party. Then with John Chilese doing 



Congratulations and well-earned.  His 
winning genki is named “the endangered 
forest of Borneo”. 
 AUSTRALIA — Rob Brasington’s 
“must see” destination for 2009 is 
Bay of Fires on the northeast coast of 
Tasmania.  You’ve missed the “secret” 
kite fly they have each February; maybe 
try for 2010? 
 AUSTRALIA in FRANCE — Discovered 
by Olivier Reymond, the 23rd Berck Sur 
Mer International Kite Festival chose 
my “Women of the World” banners 
as the poster image to promote the 
event.  Website too!  www.cerf-volant-
berck.com Thanks to observant Region 
Thirteeners for telling me.  
 FRANCE — Marie Fournière’s new 
banner fluttered at 4700 feet, on top of 
the highest mountain in Alsace, while 
Bernard tried in light and gusty winds 
to fly a kite.  Beautiful scenery, but 
no wind.  Darn it.  “The winter seems 
finished here” said Bernard, but the 
snow at Marie’s sandalled feet doesn’t 
fool us!
 BELGIUM — Thai members Ron and 
Baew Spaulding asked if AKA members’ 
efforts in Serafien’s 2008 campaign 
(collecting 5000 kite images) actually 
helped?  So, I asked the organiser.  
“Thanks to you we reached our goal with 
more than 6000 photos.  The benefit was 
arranged to get money from the Belgian 
Government for palliative children 
who want to be at home for their last 
time,” Gunther Jaspers explained.  
“And we reached our goal!  The Belgian 
Government gives them 300,000 euros 
on a yearly basis. Of course it’s not 

enough but it’s a big 
step.  Thanks for the 
help and the concern.”  
Kites can cause change.
 ITALY — Heavy 
rains “killed” the 
3rd Levant’e Vento 
Stunt Kite Italian 
Championship on 
Viareggio Beach, 
Tuscany, in March.  It’s 
the luck of the draw 
— Tuscany drenched 
while other kite events 

sweltered.  Giacomo Borghi hopes for 
better weather in 2010.
 VIET NAM — the inaugural Vung Tau 
International Kite Festival was held 26 
- 30 March with international kiters from 
17 countries gathering.  Peter Lynn (NZ) 
wowed with shade-providing inflatables 
(it was hot!), James Kekenusa and wife 
Eva (Indonesia) displayed fishy kites in 
train, David and Susan Gomberg (USA) 
took a Giant Meanie for a ride and Kevin 
and I (Australia) flew new Road Signs 
inflatables plus banners.  This time it was 
my turn in the ambulance, but two hours 
rest and I was good to go. 
 MEXICO — Charles Stewart and Ron 
Jakubowicz (USA) trekked to the 1st Isla 
Blanca Kite Festival, held in the Acapulco 
Restaurant grounds.  Fresh breezes 
(16mph off the ocean, ahhh), sunshine 
and good food — a great recipe for 
success!  The kids thought so too, after 
their kitemaking workshop.  Mark your 
diary for end February 2010.
 ARGENTINA — Recommend you see 
Gustavo Di Si’s work with multiple indoor 
sport kites at www.elalmadelpiloto.com.
ar/articles.html.  Perhaps we have Ray 
Bethell’s understudy here?  But Gustavo 
still wears his shirt, so not quite Ray, yet!  
     SWEDEN — Chris Chambers 
wrote in April, “The sun is shining 
and it might even get up to 
14°C.  Why couldn’t I have fallen 
for an Aussie girl?”  Consider 
that as you read this, Sweden’s 
summer is Australia’s winter, and 
everything’s in balance again.  
Don’t waste a good breeze, 

wherever it is!
 LUXEMBOURG 
— Notice how kite 
fliers are like the 
United Nations, 
and since Region 
Thirteen is every-
where, we can 
talk worldwide?  
Carlo Didier 
noted, “The idea 

Olivier Reymond’s Smithsonian champion.

is great, though there might be problems 
with the different time zones” so why 
not use the Region Thirteen section of 
the KiteTalk Forum?” It’s there for all 
of us at www.aka.kite.org and click on 
the link.  Add to an existing topic, or 
start your own.  If you need help, e-mail 
region13@aka.kite.org.
 Heads up!… my term as RD13 is 
almost at an end.  It’s been an honour 
and I’m still having fun but if YOU want a 
shot at it, I’m not greedy.  The sky is out 
there; go fill it with colour, then send me 
photos and stories!  Less talk... more fly.
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Gustavo Di Si flying in triplicate.

Finding shade wherever 
you can on Viet Nam’s 
Vung Tau beach.

Marie Fournière 
atop Alsace.
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