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AKA Directory

Regional Directors

AKA. Officers &
Executive Committee

Region 1 New England

Region 9 Intermountain

CT-NH-MA-ME-Rl- VT-NY
Steve Santos (2001)
25 W. Wrentham Rd.
Cumberland, Rl 02864
(401) 658-0649
region1@aka.kite.org

Robin Loehr (2000)
PO Box 270
Rockaway Beach, OR 97136
(503) 368-7114
region9@aka.kite.org

Region 2 Northeast

Region 10 Northwest

Presi.dent
Richard Denner
121 S. McFatllllld
Stillwater, OK 740'7;4
(405)372-6127
presiden,t@akaJdte.org
First Vice President.
Francis Gramkowski
30 West End Avenue

Haddonfield, NJ08033
(609) 429-6260
vp l@aka.kite.org
Sec()nd Vice President
DarriJl Skimler .
2381 NobiliAvenue
Santa Clara,CA 95051

(408) 554-8399

vp2@aka.kite.org

SecretarY
Betty HirschmS@.
1024 LinwoodAvenue
Collingswood, NJ 08108
(609) 854-5$20
secretary@$a.kite.Qrg···
Treasurer
Robin Loehr '
POB6x270

Rockaway Be,aclJ, OR 97136
(503) 368-7114
treasQret@aka.kfte;org
. DireetotsatLarge
Jeffrey L. Cleaves
307 piertemotlntAVe.
New Britain, CT06053

. (g60)223�0001
daI5@aka.kite.org

StizanneEdison
1940 NE3211d Street
Lighthouse Point, FL 33064
(954)788�3988

dal4@aka.kite.�rg

Adam Grow
20l5IIermitageAvenue
Silver Spring, MD .20902
(301) 949-9078

daI6@aka.kite•org

Chuck Sigal
643 Jackson Street
Albariy,CA.g4706
(510) 524-3459 .

, da17@aka·k1fe.ol'g

NJ-PA-dawnstate NY

ID-OR

Robin Haas (2000)
6103 187th PI. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98037
425-670-3963
region1O@aka.kite.org

Region 3 Mid-Atlantic

Region 11 N California

Jon Burkhardt (2001)
10113 Lloyd Road
Potomac, MD 20854
(301) 424-6976
region3@aka.kite.org

Region 4 Southeast
AL-FL-GA-KY-MS-PR-NC-SC-TN

Monterey County North - NV
Tom McAlister (2000)
6809 Del Monte Ave.
Richmond View, CA 94805
(510) 235-5483
region 11@aka.kite.org

Region 12 Southwest/
Pacific

Bob Pebly (2001)
350 Prairie Rose Ln
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Phone: (561) 998-3175
FAX: (561) 998-0253
region4@aka.kite.org

Ron Despojado (2000)
8340-K Via Mallorca
La Jolla, CA 92037
(619) 587-8738 ph/fax
regionI2@aka.kite.org

Region 5 Great Lakes

Region13 International

Southern CA-AZ-HI

Robyne Gardner (1999)
2672 Sand Road
Port Clinton, OH 43452
(419) 734-5880
region5@aka.kite.org

Tomas Sasaki (2000)
Higashi Tamachi 5-22-102
Kawagoe-shi, Saitama-Ken
350-11 J APAN
(+81) 49-246-2657
region13@aka.kite.org

Region 6 Midwest

IntI. Liaison Europe

Ml-OH

IA-IL-IN-MN-WI
Alan Sparling (1999)
1497 Fairway Drive, #102,
Naperville, IL 60563
(630) 369-9682
region6@aka.kite.org

Region 7 Great Plains
CO-KS- MO-MT- ND-NE-SD-UT

WY
Chris Moore (1999)
33525 W. 143rd Street
Gardner, KS 66030
(816) 333-9041
region7@aka.kite.org

Region 8 South Central
AR-LA-NM-OK-TX

Troy Gunn (1999)
4800 Brookdale, #159-R,
Wichita Falls, TX 76310
(940) 691-8522
region8@aka.kite.org

.,,'

E-mail- . . aka@aka.Idte.org
WebSite- http://wmv.aka.kite.org

AK-WA

Alice Hayden (2001)
131 Acre Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801
(516) 433-7709
region2@aka.kite.org

DC-DE-MD-VA-WV

AKA Headquarters
American Kitefliers Association
352 Hungerfdrd Drive
Rockville,MI)
20850-4117

Martin Lester
20a Backfield Lane
Bristol BS2 8QW
U. K. (+44) 117-924-2723
europe@aka.kite.org

Int'l. Liaison S. Pacific

Peter Lynn
107 Alford Forest Rd.
Ashburton, New Zealand
(+64) 3-308-4538
southyacific@aka.kite.org

Int'!. Liaison Canada
Richard Gareau
5085 Blvd. Notre Dame #309
Chomedy, Laval, PQ
H7W IV6 Canada
(514) 948-4878

Questions apoutAKAe-mail shoUld be
addressed to: postrnaster@aka.kite.org

AKA Executive Director
Mel Hiclapan
36758 Hwy26
Seaside, OR 97138
(800) 252.,2550

xd@ak:a.kite.org

KITING is published in odd
numbered months by the American
Kitefliers Association. It is distributed
free to members. Submissions. from
members .al'ewekome. Advertising
rates are ayaill:\blt! on request.
pea<iline for all mate,rial istheflrst
day ofthe.even-numhered month prior
. to

publication.

We are expanding the fqrmqt of
J(J'l'lNf/i. tq in�ur?a �alflnc(l,d view of
flll flSp�ct!f ofkitejl)Jing'KlTINGnow

hasanEditorialAdvisory Bqard to

assist

with submission

information. As

ofarticles and

apredominantly

voltmte.�r organization, we depend on
be a. contributor as well. Please
f$.�nd in thos e ideas, photos and
articles today!

you to

Editorial Advisory Board:
pave Arnold, . Sherri(t Arn old,
JonBurkhardt, Jim Carnevale,
JefCleaves, Richard Penner, .Steve
Ferrel,Ron Gibian, Fran
Gramkowski, MelHickman, Dean
Jordan, and Darrin $kinner.
Send to: KITING
Roger Chewni!l:g,Editor
232 West Trento!l:.Ave.
Morrisville,PA> 19067
215-736..3715 JFax.215-736-2208
E�mail: .. KlTfNG.'ed@flka.kite org
•.

Founder oj'the American
Kiteffler" Association Rohert Illgraham
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Empty Places in the Sky

AKA Sport Kite Commissioners
Be sure to send the scores from your event to your
commissioner and e-mail to: scores@aka.kite.org
Northeast

Forrest Cary
37 Columbia Street, #A
Wakefield, RI 028 79-3201
401 -789-4503
ne_conf@aka.kite.org

Northwest

Dawn Benedict
18 1 1 2 S . Cedarbough
Arlington, WA 98 223
306-4 35-3325
nw_conf@aka.kite.org

Southeast

Larry8ates
5594 Needleton Ave.
Woodbridge, VA221 93
703-590-2695
se _conf@aka.kite.org

Pacific

Darrin Skinner
238 1 Nobili Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95051
408-554-8 399
pacific conf@aka.kite.org
_

Central

Jerry Hershey
1 345 North Pine Grove Ct.
Wichita, KS 6721 2-5671
31 6-773-1 376
centraLconf@aka.kite.org

Midwest

AI Hargus
3296 Thornway Drive
Columbus, OH 43231
61 4-475-8468
mw_conf@aka.kite.org

AKA Committees
Aerial Photography .................................... Craig Wilson (608) 831-6770
Annual Meeting ................................... Tom McAllister (510) 235-5483
.................................................................. annual_ meeting@aka.kite.org
Archives & Records ................................. Mel Hickman (503) 717-0627
Auction ............................................. Fran Gramkowski (609) 429-6260
By-laws ...................................................... Ted Manekin (212) 254-6630
Club Liaison ......................................... Robyne Gardner (419) 734-5880
clubs@aka.kite.org
Education .................................................. Kay Buesing (206) 665-5744
Elections ............................................ Betty Hirschmann (609) 854-5520
Electronic Opportunities ............................ Chuck Sigal (510) 524-3459
............................................................................ electronic@aka.kite.org
Festivals/Competitions ........................... Darrin Skinner (408) 554-8399
.............................................................................. festivals@aka.kite.org
Festival Calendar Group ........................ Darrin Skinner (408) 554-8399
Fighter Kites .......................................... Richard Gareau (514) 948-4878
Industry Liaison (Mfgrs) ...................... Jon Trennepohl (313) 454-3760
Industry Liaison (Retailers) ...................... Steve Santos (401) 658-0649
International ......................................... David Gomberg (541) 996-3083
Kite Art .................................................... Jim Murosako (206) 898-0668
Kitemaking Competition ............................ Steve Ferrel (610) 395-3560
Membership ......................................... Suzanne Edison (954) 788-3988
Merchandise ............................................. Andy Gelinas (610) 867-3313
Nominating ............................................. Robin Gardner (419) 734-5880
........................................................................ nominations@aka.kite.org
Publicity ...................................................... Phil Broder (319) 753-3436
.................................................................... publicrelations@aka.kite.org
Safety & Ethics ............................................. Jef Cleaves (860) 223-0001
Sport Kite .................................................. Dave Arnold (703) 765-5668
.................................................................... Kobi Eshun (510) 845-7249
............................................................................. sportkite@aka.kite.org
Traction Kiting .................................. Fran Gramkowski (609) 429-6260
Visions for the Future ............................. Jon Burkhardt (301) 424-6976
Ways & Means ........................................... Robin Loehr (630) 369-9682
...................................................................................

AKA Convention Management
Johnson Promotions, Inc.
Corporate Office: P.O. Box 2812
Leesburg, VA 20177
(703) 777-8577
convention@aka.kite.org

Contact: Maureen Posillico
Johnson Promotions Inc
2017 Victoria Drive
Stafford, Virginia 22554
540-288-9417 Direct line
540-720-1329 Fax line

Jim Low
Jim Low was an actvie kiteflier in
the New York area. Born July 29,
1949 in Chinatown, New York City,
Jim was a Police Officer for close to
20 years, where in addition to his
regular duties, taught Martial Arts at
the Police Academy.
Another facet of his life was his
interest in acting. He was in the
movie "The Professional", TV
Show "America's Most Wanted"
and his favorite the "David
Letterman Show" where he often
portrayed a Sumo Wrestler.
Kiting had become his passion in recent years. Jim often did kite making
workshops in the New York City area and promoted kiting as a valuable
family hobby and sport. He was a member of the Lehigh Valley Kite
Society, which he called home, but traveled to far off places to fly. He
was a regular at the Washington State International Kite Festival at Long
Beach, Washington. He went on a recent kite trip to Colombia, South
America. And he had two 1st Place Wins at the Smithonian Kite Fesitval
in Washington, D.C.. One of those 1st place wins was co-operative kite
built with Carmella Pallotta, his kiting companion, for the best Asian
kite design.
Jim had a presence - not only by his size but by his demeanor. Soft
spoken, fun loving, likeable, Jim was always about pleasing others and
looking for their good side. We will miss him here at LVKS as well as
other places in the sky.
Jim died in the line of duty on February 1, 1999. Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani of New York City attended the viewing and the full-dress
funeral in Chinatown. There was a full honorguard by the police
department with bugle and bagpipe escort.

Jim with Carmela Pollatta and Masaki Modegi Washington,DC in November '98.
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Greetings, fellow kiters! I want to announce a
great new promotion - National Kite Month!
This will run from March 25 through April 30
this year.
The brainchild of David Gomberg, National
will be a joint project of the Kite
Trade Association International, the American
Kitefliers Association, and hopefully the
Drachen Foundation
and other non-profit
kiting organizations.
The purpose will be to
generate increased
interest and participa
tion in kiteflying and
kite building at the
start of the traditional
kite season.
Kite Month

Coordination of
National Kite Month

will be handled by a
KTAI committee which
includes representa
tives from both the KTAI and AKA This
committee will contract for management of
the project; both organizational boards have
already approved funding contributions.
.

The plan is to use a multi-faceted approach to
promote National Kite Month including:
• a large number of local festivals organized
by AKA and KTAI members;
• media attention focused on five large
festivals: Smithsonian, Miami International,
Maryland International, KiteFest'99 in
Phoenix and a new event in Berkeley;
• independent programs by KTAI retail
stores;
• kid's kitemaking classes at festivals (where
possible) and at schools (anywhere);
• support for school teachers who wish to
present a unit on kiting;
• encouragement and support for AKA
affiliated clubs which want to put on their
own festival or workshop.

To accomplish these goals the National Kite
committee will contract services for:

Month

issuance of press releases to national and
regional media promoting NKM, with a list of
registered events and contacts;
•

issuance of press releases to local media
supporting all NKM registered events;
•

• professional agency promotion for national
television coverage of NKM, specially
focused on the five big events.

The above promotional efforts will be
available for this year's NKM. In addition,
the NKM committee plans to develop, over
the coming year, a National Kite Month Web
site, where festival organization and workshop
instructions are available,
as well as teacher
information for presenting
kite units in schools.This
Web site will be comple
mented by a National
Kite Month hot line for
phone questions and
information.
Your entire AKA board is
really excited about this
project. NKM will
provide all of the member
ship a justification for
special kiting activity. The
increased publicity and attention should result
in more events, more members, and a big
boost for the AKA As NKM is national in
scope and is jointly sponsored by two (or
more) non-profit organizations, we stand a
better chance of obtaining either grant money
or sponsorship dollars to further kiting.
.

We want you to get involved! Call a local
school or youth group and offer to do a kite
program for National Kite Month! Suggest
to a local organization that you would help
them have a kite festival, fun fly, or kite
building contest! The NKM website can be
reached through a link on the AKA Web site.
In addition, you can reach NKM by phone at
760-322-4128, or by fax at 760-770-0415, or
e-mail at NationaIKiteMonth@KiteTrade.org.
The AKA has a lot of material to help you
now-"Kites in the Classroom" and the
"AKA Events Manual". Or call your Regional
Director-he or she can give you immediate
advice and assistance, and get your activity
registered with NKM.
If all of us-kite clubs, kite stores, and
individuals, get behind this promotion, we
could have a "breakout" year. Let's inform the
public about how much fun kites and
kiteflying are and let's do it now!
Good winds!

Help!
1999

Membership Drive

Kite events represent a great opportunity to
attract new members. Starting in May, when
an event requests sanctioning we will send
out 100 application forms, a free standing
poster that says "Join the American Kitefliers
Association", "Information" and "Sign Up
Here". The poster will list AKA membership
benefits. Each event will also receive copies
of KITING and the Professor Kite pamphlet.
We ask our event organizers to become part of
our membership development team by making
sure this information is on display during their
events. Events that act as part of the member
ship development team will receive special
recognition.
Each event that signs up ten new members,
individuals or family (not including renew
als), will receive a free ad in KITING for the
event next year. The event will also receive an
award at the AKA Convention Award's
banquet for Excellence in Membership
Development.

"I Got Three" Membership Drive
Tom McAlister offers the following challenge:
The "I Got Three" Membership Drive is
extremely simple. It challenges each of our
members to sign up three new members
before our Annual Convention in Muncie.
Those who meet the challenge will be
awarded a special "I Got Three" lapel pin.
The pins will be awarded at our 1999
Convention Banquet that will both honor and
thank successful recruiters in front of the
assembled membership.
The number three was selected because I
wanted a number that would seem possible to
all our members, even the pin-heads! If just
three percent of our members signed up three
members that would be 315 new members.
And all pin recipients would be made to feel
great about their efforts by the applause and
recognition of their association.
Report by Suzanne Edison

March / April 1999
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to start a kite club here in UB but how am I
going to do that if! don't know the first
thing about kites? I discovered a kite store
in Honolulu on the way here and realized
kiting had developed into a SERIOUS
sport! I didn't know there were books,
magazines and videos on the subject. I
knew the Smithsonian participated in a big
kite festival on The Mall, but I never went
to it for one reason or another. I figured I
should start out by joining an organization
with a group of knowledgeable, enthusiastic
people where I could get information and
resources for mail ordering. If I can get
some catalogs and order novice level
materials, I think that's one way to approach it. I can then ask a few
friends if they have any interest in getting together on a regular basis to
try out that field. There's a growing number of expats here but I'd love
to do something that would allow Mongolians to participate. Language
is a barrier for me here (I'm taking lessons but it's a struggle, believe
me!), but this could bridge a gap. My husband and I were looking for
something we could do together-now, and in the future. We call
Washington DC, Florida and overseas "home" so this might be a good
activity to get into.

This issue we would like to welcome Tom
and June Carmichael, new members from
Region 2. Alice Hayden sent them a
welcome letter and received this one in
return. A warm welcome to the
Carmichael's from the embassy in the
coldest capitol in the world.

Dear Alice,
Thank you for your e-mail and welcome
message. My husband and I have been
enjoying Foreign Service life for the past 14
years. We're into our 5th month of a 2-year
assignment here in UB, the coldest capital in
the world. We live in an 8-story apartment
building, affectionately known as Fawlty Towers, about a 7-rninute
walk across a big open field (next to a riverbed) that lies between us
and our embassy. Of course the field has been ice and snow covered
since end of October! There's no telling what you might see out
there-herds of sheep, goats or cattle; men on horseback; kids playing;
folks washing or repairing their cars; vehicles taking a short cut to the
next paved road; etc. I've been looking out there thinking it would be a
great place to fly a kite.
Now here's where I have to tell you I've never flown a kite in my life!
So why did I join AKA? I didn't know it even existed until I got on the
Internet and started a search last week. I was thinking it might be fun

,

.

,

Op.I

Everything it takes to build
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Supply Catalog
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That's my story-I'd appreciate any suggestions or written materials
you might have to get me started on my goal. We've got plenty of blue
skies here. It has been down to -22 degrees F at
night here so I'm not in any RUSH to run out at
the moment. I understand there will be a very
dusty, windy period in March or April but I
don't think I need to wait till spring to start. Do
people fly kites in cold climates? Any guide
lines for forming club? I'd be glad to keep you
posted for a future newsletter article.
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decorative thread, speciality

1420 Yale Ave.
Richmond. Va.
23224 U.S.A.
Mon Fri lOam· lOpm
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Same or next day shipments
E-mail tmarvin@erokcom
Home page http://WIVIV.citystar.comfhang-em·high

�RJpstop �FaErie

hlli/dUf.

0ce.1997
Edition 14

Ask for your free IMegal
Catalog today.
Visa, Me, Discover

Welcome!
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2\fpstop :FaErie

We get FPO mail here only once a week (10
days -2 weeks for letters from the US}
likewise, a pouch goes out once a week but
sometimes we have visitors going back who will
take mail for us. Our mailing address is:
Tom and June Carmichael, US Embassy
Ulaanbataar, PSC 461 Box 300, FPO AP,
96521-0002.
P.S. You mentioned kite man lifting-what's
that?? Beijing is a 2 hour flight from UB-one
plane 6 days a week. We noticed some paper
kites for sale in the Friendship Store near the
US embassy there but I didn't know if they were
more for decoration or actual flying.
The photo above is ofJune Carmichael and her
husband Tom, taken in front of a painted doorway of a
"ger" - a traditional Mongolian home made of heavy
felt and a latticed wood frame. Thank you for the photo
June! It made it on time.-ed

The "Welcome" column is another new
feature in KITING. Each issue we plan to
introduce another new member!
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have been enjoying reading about
the convention and other articles.
Thanks again for using my WKA
History article. I see a little
editing was done, but that was
good and Cliff's photos look
great.
Sylvia Bernauer
WKA Membership

Cover Story
Congratulations on your beautiful
new cover and enbanaced format
on the glossy pages! Even though
the rest of the photos are still in
black and white-they have come
to life.
I just received my copy in the
mail yesterday. I had been
anxiously awaiting it since a
friend told me that it was out.

That certainly was Cliff's issue
with all of the photos. Now if we
could only can add some color
pages inside. -ed.

Buggy Newz
Buggy Newz is gone, so take the
mantle and print a tale of schedule
buggy gatherings and events. I am
enjoying all the recent improve
ments in newsletter. Thanks.
David Martin, San Jose, CA

I haven't seen a Buggy Newz
either - however, KITING lists all
events that we know about. And
we have added the "Traction
Kiting" section which we hope
will continue to grow. We just
need goodfree-lance writers and
photographers. Look for articles
on the World Ice & Snow Skiing
Association Championships and
Spring Break Buggy Blast in the
May issue.

Hey, Maureen !
I want prime rib and lobster tails,
inexpensive luxury hotel rooms,
with a nearby airport and
convenient transportation to the
field. Oh yeah, and a large space
for indoor flying, buggy fields...

Hmm, did you remember to fill
out your convention questionaire
in the last issue of KITING?
Don't forget to tell Maureen
Posillico of Johnson Promotions

what turns you on! Return your
questionaire.
By the way, Maureen is a good
sport. I was asked to introduce
her to the field activities at the
Convention and the first thing
she did was take a buggy ride.
Welcome Aboard Maureen! -ed

Control Line Stunters
The Ultimate Beginners' Delta

The best of
two worlds...
The Ultimate Stackable Kite

The Beetle:
Best New Kite '98
The Stuntmaster:
#1 Winning Stack
Contact DYNA-KITE Corp. P.O. Box 24, Three Rivers, MA 01080
Ph (413)283-2555 Fax(413)283-4037
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DID YOU MEET MY

members on the

FRIEND JOE?

field! Catered by a

Executive Director Mel Hickman

local firm for our 20th

I first met Joe Stanley as the
two of us were scurrying

anniversary as a club.)

across Blue Lake Park,

2. Perogies. Lenie makes

northeast of Portland,

them fresh and wonderful.

Oregon, trying to catch up

No lead pellets here!

with his inflated delta kite

3. Solar cooker hot dogs -

before it landed in the

Dale's specialty.

Columbia River. The kite
had been cut out of the sky

4. Munchie stuff - fresh

by a kid with a plastic

veggies and dips to die for!

superhero kite, and Joe and I

5. Pasta Dishes - Lots of

were "negotiating" as to
who was going in the water should that be
necessary.
Two fortunate things happened that day.
First, the kite landed just short of the river,
and all that Joe and I had to do was to sneak
through a gate onto some commercial property
to retrieve it. Secondly, I gained a friend.
At that time, Joe had built all but four of all
the kites listed in the back of the Penguin
Book of Kites by David Pelham, some 100
different designs in all. He was on first name

them.
Why? We have an ethnic mix that gives us
the widest range of good stuff, and I haven't
even mentioned desserts!"
Harry (Gregory) reminds us that the OSEK
troop doesn't run with their kites. I can

understand. The last time I tried to run with a

stomach full of perogies... well, it was a very
short run.

NATIONAL KITE MONTH

Elsewhere in this issue of KITING, you will
be reading about the establishment of
National Kite Month to begin with the
Smithsonian Kite Festival and the Phoenix,
Arizona, Kite Fest '99 in March.
I am excited about the NKM . Sure, it could

bring new members into the AKA and, sure, it
will increase the visibility of kiting to the
general public. The most important benefit of

NKM , though, is that it will give all of us a
chance to share what kiting means to us,

whether it is competition, creativity, relax
ation, conviviality or just plain fun.
Who first shared kiting with you? Who
introduced you to this passion that brings on
the debate whether to buy that new kite or pay
the rent? Who showed you how to slow down
and let a gentle breeze provide escape?

NKM gives each of us the opportunity to be
that "who" for someone else.

basis with the local sail makers, and on more
than one occasion, I visited a sail making shop
to check out their remnants only to find out
that "Mr. Stanley" had already raided the
larder.

A few years later, Joe had a stroke and he
didn't make it to as many festivals as before.
And, even though the stroke had left him with
loss of memory, his knowledge of the
aerodynamics of kites never left him. Ask him
a question and the nearest area of unused
beach became his blackboard with his cane
drawing diagrams and plans.
Time caught up with my friend recently and I
miss him. I am sure that I will forget that he is
gone and try to fmd his blue van when I arrive
at Long Beach this year. I'll see an empty
space in the sky and remember the Blue Lake
Park scramble.
I'll get the next one that goes into the river,
Joe.
KITING AND FOOD (REVISITED)

Well, folks, the gauntlet has been thrown.
Nancy Lockwood and the gang at OSEK claim
that they have THE kite flying food. In
Nancy's words: "For 'Favorite Kite Foods',
you have to get yourself to Cleveland, 'cause
the BEST foods are here!

1. Potlucks

=

Fall and Spring Meetings, Flexi

Fool Competition and Birthday Party (In
1997, we served 'Surf 'n' Turf' t6'60

LARGEST
SUPERMARKET
OF KITES ON THE EAST
COAST

Fry-Away Kites

1108 Main Street, Bel mar, New Jersey 07719

1-800-29KITES

Call or e-mail for price quote
http://www.monmouth.com\flyaway
flyaway@monmouth.com

Kiting
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by LEmma Phoul
Jose Sainz, San Diego, California
Jose Sainz-smooth, polished, confident, and
surprisingly affable - obviously at home in the
boardroom at work or the sewing room at home. It
was breakfast in the dining room of the Shiloh Inn
at Ocean Shores, Washington. The view was

delightful-the full expanse of the vast Pacific, the
endless stretch of the beach, and those wild, grassy
dunes-all just outside the panoramic window
when Jose joined us. One of those lucky coinci
dences that only happen on the spur of the moment
and strictly by accident. He warmed to the idea of
an interview slowly then plunged forward without
reservation. "My first memory of anything remotely
related to kiting was watching my Mother sew. She
was a seamstress and she often worked at home. I
remember watching her work without the slightest
thought that I would ever sew. Years later, when I
decided to make my own kites, I was surprised at
how quickly I picked up the skills. My interest was

art and that was my college major until I realized that it wasn't going to

pay the bills. I switched to Electrical Engineering which is now my
profession." He explained how he worked out plans for the installation
of underground power lines in San Diego, California. "The work isn't
anything like kiting. Much of my time is spent solving problems.
We're always discovering buried railroad tracks in the right of way or
underground contamination. The challenge is to reroute and stay on
schedule. The work is meticulous and exacting." Jose had never
considered kiting as a recreational pursuit until he was introduced to
kiting by a co-worker who began to disappear at lunch. W hen asked
where he went, he was a little mysterious but he invited Jose to come
with him. They went to a local park where they set up a stunt kite. Jose
gave it a try. "Of course, I was fascinated by the pull, the noise, and the
control. It wasn't long before I had my own kite and I became very
active as a stunt kite flier. I was a member of the HyperkiteTeam
Elite." Eventually, he was drawn to the idea of making his own kites. "I
met Randy Tom who became my mentor. I learned quite a lot about
stitching and the use of color from Randy. I recall one instance when I
showed him my idea for a new project. His only comment was, 'You'll
have to be careful with your choice of color.' W hen I asked what colors
I should choose, he would only say, 'If! tell you, it won't be your kite
anymore; it will be a work by Jose Sainz influenced by Randy Tom.'
Randy taught me to trust my own instincts and I have great respect for
him, and for his patient encouragement." Jose is fascinated by art,
particularly Aztec art, but he is always looking for examples of art from
different cultures with the thought of adapting a concept into his own
design. His main interest in kiting at this point is that it provides a
means for displaying an original combination of shapes and colors.
"Why do I remain in kiting now? Perhaps because kites provide that

Bruce Lambert, Ocean Shores, WA
We met in the serving line of the AKA banquet at
Ocean Shores. We were fighting over the last

chicken wing. Both of us were relaxed and eagerly
anticipating the auction. Bruce Lambert said he had
come a long way to attend this convention; why, his
home was more than six blocks away from the
event hotel. We laughed at the joke and chatted
about our interests in kiting. Bruce manages small
properties in southern Washington - mini storage
facilities and small businesses. It seems as if there
is always a problem to be addressed and the job can
be very demanding at times.
He told me that he and his wife wanted to check
out their new motor home and they thought that a
local kite festival would allow them a place to hang
out for a few days while they flipped the switches
and pushed the buttons. Neither of them had any
intention of participating in the festival but Bruce
was amazed by the size of the
huge single line kites which were
decorating the sky when he arose
the next morning. He was drawn
to the kite field where he found
grown men flying kites! The
longer he watched, the more
excited he became. This was
obviously something really
different and unusual. He held out
two or three hours before he
purchased a stunt kite and started
down that road so familiar to us
all. As his skill increased, he was
challenged by the simple
complexity of the one line
maneuverable kites - fighters.
Bruce said that he is currently
exploring the myriad configura
tions and techniques for designing
and building fighter kites. His
fascination is fueled by the
pursuit of the perfect design and, although
he realizes that the goal is unattainable, he
continues the chase because of the
surprises found when his newest design
takes to the skies and performs a more
efficient sequence of moves. Good Luck,
Bruce, see you in Muncie ne�t October.

unique means for display to some extent but defmitely because of the
friends I have made during the past

10 years. That's why I come to the

Nationals, so that I can visit with people of diversdalents who happen
to have a common interest." Kiting is an activity that allows so many
opportunities to explore without pressure; to experiment without the
urgency for instant success, and to socialize with people from widely
divergent backgrounds.

Charles Stonestreet of Richmond, VA offers
us a look at our fellow AKA members.
"Stoney"writes under the alias 1. Emma
Phoul.
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The Arch Rival - ARCH PROJECT

'99

By Terry Sansom

Here is your chance to join a winning team
and have your kites entered in this years AKA

Grand National Kitemaking Competition. We
are a group originally formed from the
newsgroup "rec.kite." Our goal is to build a
large arch and enter it in the cooperative kite
category. Last year we won fIrst place! We
will accept all kites made from the following
plan,but only kites made by AKA members
will be flown during the competition. All of
the kites will be donated to AKA for their

auction. Last years' arch sold for $1175.00!
Make as many sails as you want from the
following plan and mail them to: Terry
Sansom, P.O. Box 1104, Wimberley, Texas

78676. You do not need to send the spars,

flying line or tail. We will sew the sails to the
flying line and install the tails and spars. We
will also fly it during the competition. To
cover the expense of the flying line and the

Sound like something you would like to join?

way around the tracing. This will be the

Write or e-mail me at SanTsom@aol.com so I

template that you will use to hot cut the

can add you to my mailing list.

fabric. After you cut out the sail(s),place the
fIrst template in the center of the sail. You

Tom Arbster of Kinetic Kites will again
sponsor "The Arch Project". He has agreed to
supply most of the spars. Visit Tom's web site
at http://www.telepath.comlkitemani. W hile

you are there,be sure to thank him for his

should see 3/8" of fabric all the way around
the template. With a fabric pencil trace out
the template. This is where you will fold the
fabric for hemming. After sewing the hem,
trim off the excess fabric at the comers.

support. Buy a kite too!

Spar pocket- Hot cut two 3/4" x 3" strips for

The "rec.kite" arch is based after John

each sail. Use 3 to 3.9 oz. Dacron. Make a

Murray's AKS (The Australian Kiteflyers
Society) arch plan. Ours is bigger and more of
the sail is above the cross line. In this ribbon

stile arch,the flying line is used as the cross

spar. This arch will fly in winds from 8mph to
30mph, with or without tails.

mark at 15/8". Fold the strip at this mark.
One half of the folded strip should be

114"

longer. Sew the pockets on the back of the sail
as shown in the drawings. Position the
pockets carefully,making sure the open end is
towards the middle of the sail. Be sure you

Terri Hudnall,who somehow managed to
make sense from my rough sketches, made the
drawings. Thanks Terri!

sew close to the fold and lock your stitches.
Loop for tail- Sew both ends 112" up from the

tails,you will need to send 25 cents per kite.
Last year,38 kitemakers donated 235 sails for
the arch. Some had years of experience while
for others it was their frrst kite. This year the
goal is 500 sails.

. sunoakkites.co

Add 3/8 " for hem
See Details
Loop for tail

Fine Handmade Kites & Accessories
MADE IN THE USA

Material

The following directions are for the sail only.

Sail- For durability and uniform flight
characteristic use

3f4 ripstop nylon or

112 oz.

polyester. One yard of fabric can make three
sails.
Spar pockets- Each sail will need two 3/4" x

All kites made to the plan will be accepted.
You can make them in one or more colors. Or
you can try applique. This is easier than it
looks. It takes more time and fabric but the
results are well worth it. Most of the sails on

Quantity

Make as many as you want and send them in

Sail- Make one template according to the

www.sunoakkites.com

Quality and Graphics

Dacron or similar (in diameter) line.

Directions

site at:

bottom spar pocket. Place the line on top of
the spar pocket as shown in the drawings.

Tail loop- Each sail will need one 3112",200#

3",3 oz. Dacron strips.

or visit our web

Loop for tail

last years' arch were appliqued.

as soon as you can. The dead line for sending
in your sails is September 1, 1999.

dimension in the drawing. This will be the

If you are on the net visit my site at:

fInished sail size after hemming. I used 22"x

http://members.aol.comlSanTsomlindex.htrnl

28" white poster board. Take this template
and trace it out on a second poster board. Now
draw and cut a parallel line 3/8" out all the

I will be posting pictures of the sails as they
come in so check back often and watch the
arch grow!
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March
1
Topeka Kite Flyers
Cedar Crest Park, Topeka, KS
Jim Aune (785) 862-54 1 3
5-7
Gone With the Wind Classic
Stunt Kite Competition
Tybee Island, GA
Sav.Saiis & Rails (91 2) 232-7201
6-7
6th Annual Spring Kite festival
Arthur Pack Park, Tucson, AZ
JoAnne Grabe (520) 326-3442

1 9 - 21
1 6th Fort Worden Kitemakers
Conference, Port Townsend , WA
Bob Alford (425) 888-281 2

33rd Smithsonian Kite Festival
"A Century of Flight Looking Back"
Washington, DC. Anabeth Guthrie
(202) 357-4800, ext.227

20
1 2th Spiro Mounds Kite Flite
Spiro, OK
Dennis Peterson (91 8) 962-51 4 1

27 - 28
Dragons with a Distinctive Design
Workshop, World Kite Museum
Long Beach , WA
Jody Hagaman (360) 642-4020

St. Patrick's Day F u n Fly
Lake Point, Fridley, MN
Brad Klages (6 1 2) 866-9055
20 - 21
Go Fly A Kite Festival
Albuquerque, NM
Connie M. Connolly (505) 883-0028
Marble Falls Kite Festival
Marble Falls, TX
Dennis Phillips (51 2) 858-2549

Westlake Kite Festival
West Lake, Lahoma, OK
Pam Thomason (405) 796-2374

Apri l
9 - 11
Region 1 Annual Meeting & Fun Fly
Easton's Beach, Newport, RI
Steve Santos (40 1 ) 658-0649

10 - 16
5th Spring Break Buggy Blast
Ivanpah & Roach Dry Lakes
Primm, NV
Francis Gramkowski (609) 429-6260

21
1 5th Santa Barbara Kite Festival
Shoreline Park, Santa Barbara, CA
David Hefferman (806) 879-8306

1 2- 1 4
MAKR (Midwest Area Kite Retreat)
Oregon, l L
Kathy Horn (81 5) 393-4672

26 - 28
Kite Fest "99" (Southwest SKC)
Phoenix, AZ
Roger Chewning (2 1 5) 736-37 1 5

14
7 1 th Annual Zilker Park Kite Festival
Austin , TX
Dorsey Twidwell (51 2) 647-7488

27
Belmont Shore Sport Kite Challenge
Belmont Shore, Long Beach, CA
Aire Affai r (909) 734-251 3

6th Bluebonnet Kite Festival & SKC
San Marcos, TX
Judy Aswell (51 2) 396-2374

Kansas City Kite Club Fly
Overland Park, KS
Chris M. Moore (91 3) 894-KITE

Come Fly With Me Kite Festival
U . S . Space and Rocket Center,
Huntsville, AL
Shelly Helmer (256) 721 -72 1 2

11
First Spring Kite Thing
Shakopee, MN
Brad Klages (61 2) 866-9055

10
6th Annual Renfrew Fun Fly
Renfrew Park and Museum,
Waynesboro, PA
Bill Flohr (71 7) 762-8492
1 0 -11
1 st Kites for CASA Kite Fly
Hays, KS
Amy Neth (785) 628-8641

Kansas City Kite Club Fly
Overland Park, KS
Chris M. Moore (91 3) 894-KITE
16 - 18
Little Acorns 4th International Kite
Festival, M iami Beach, FL
Linda Gelinas (305) 667-7756
17 - 18
2nd Round Rock Kite Festival
Roun d Rock, TX
Aaron McCulley (51 2) 331 -4337
17
Harker Heights Kite Festival
Harker Heights, TX
Steven Newberry (409) 744-4 1 2 1
18
Earth Day Fly
Brooklyn Park, MN
Brad Klages (6 1 2) 866-9055
1 2th Go Fly A Kite Day
Bern Township, PA (Berks County)
Deborah Bertolet (61 0) 374-8839
23 -25
Maryland I nternational Kite Expo
1 0th Mid Atlantic SKC
Ocean City, MD, Ocean City, MD
Roger Chewning (21 5) 736-371 5
24
Great St. Louis Kite Festival
St. Louis, MO
Cecil Cook ( 3 1 4) 928-1 288
Peaceful Bend Vineyard Kite Day
Steelville, MO
Katie Nott (573) 775-3000

(M o nthly Sched u led C l u b Activities - Flys )
Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club
2nd Saturday of the month
Cooper's Lake Campground
Portersville, PA
Paul Shirey (724) 295-0645

Lehigh Valley Kite Society
2nd Monday of the month
Club Meetings (6 1 0) 867-4999
1 st Sunday of the month fly,
Louise Moore Park, Bethlehem, PA

Pierce County Kitefliers Association
Meetings last Thursday of the month
Summit Branch of Pierce County
Library, Tacoma, WA
Rob Ford (206) 572-8761

Westport Windriders
4th Saturday of every month,
Grayland Beach approach in
Grayland, WA; potluck in the evening
Creda Axton (360) 491 -3229

Kansas City Kite Club
2nd Sunday of the month Club flies
Johnson County CC,
Overland Park, KS
(91 3) 894-5483

Lilac City Wind Chasers
Fun fly every Tuesday (4 pm til dark)
Friendship Park, Spokane, WA

Richmond Air Force
1 st Sunday of the Month
Dorey Park, Henrico County, VA
C. B. Stonestreet (804) 27 1 -4433

Wings Over Washington
First Sunday of the Month Fly
Washington Monument,
Washingto n , DC
Mike VanMeers (30 1 ) 948-0559

Kazoo Stringfellows
River Oaks Park ( 1 - 4 pm)
April 25, May 2, June 6, J uly 1 1 )
Kites Over New England
1 st Saturday of the month, all year
Nahant Causeway, Lynn, MA
Sept thru May -1 st Sat.of the month
Indoor fly, Marblehead High Gym 6-9
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290
Lavender Winds Kite Club
2nd Sunday @ noon (March-Oct.)
North of Sand Gregorio State Beach
Brian or Mark (51 0) 797-6997
http://members.aol.comlkitebear

Maryland Kite Society
Every 3rd Sunday of the month
Glenwood Park, lnwood, MD
Midwest Winds Kiteflyers
Club Meeting 2nd Wednesday ofthe
Month at Shoney's (Omaha, NE)
Club fly following Sunday
Randy Fox (402) 330-7271

San Diego Kite Club
3rd Saturday of the month
Mission Bay (south ofthe Hilton)
John Rogers (61 9) 691 -8640
SCI-FI Kite Club
2nd Sunday of the month
1 0th St. Boat Launch, Everett, WA

North Coast Sky Painters
2nd Weekend of the month
IIlahee Beach, Ocean Shores, WA
Eric Halverson (503) 537-081 7

Treasure Island Sport Kite Klu b
F u n Fly Every Sunday @2:00pm
Atthe Bilmar,Treasure Island, FL.

Northwest Buggy Pilots Association
4th Saturday every month at
Wash-Away Beach, Grayland, WA.
Morrie Williams (360) 268-031 8

Topeka Kitefliers
First Sunday of the month
Governor's Mansion , Topeka, KS
Jim Aune (9 1 3) 862-541 3

To find out about
AKA sanctioning
for your event call
1 -800-252-2550.
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24 - 25
Kite fest
Jacobson Park, Lexington, KY
H.J. Powell (606) 231 -8906

15
Sound Winds Kite Festival
Hammonasett Beach, Madison, CT
Steve Santos (40 1 ) 658-0649

Kitefest
River Oaks Park
John Cosby (616) 383-8778

15 - 1 6
5th Kites i n the Sky '99
Immanuel Hospital, Omaha, NE
Randy Fox (402) 597-3653

Jewels of the Sky Kite Festival
Lewisville Lake Park, Lewisville, TX
Larry Whitacre (972) 436-5601

May

Huntington Beach Kite Tournament
Huntington Beach, CA
Aire Affair (562) 592-5483

Hagaman Pocket Parafoil Work
shop
World Kite Museum, Long Beach,
WA, Jody Hagaman (360) 642-4020
16
Wichita Riverfest
Wichita, KS
Jerry Hershey (31 6) 733-1376

LVKS's 9th Kite Day in the Park
Louise Moore Park, Easton, PA
Karl l mdorf (610) 867-4999

2 1 -23
Great Lakes Sport Kite Champion
ships, Grand Haven, MI
Mackinaw Kite Co. (6 1 6) 846-7501

Mayor Daley's Kids and Kites
Festival
Museum of Science and Industry,
Chicago, IL (312) 744-331 5

22
Fourth Family Fun Fly
Hull, MA
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290

1 -2
3rd Kites Unlimited Kitefest
Galveston, TX, Galveston, TX
Carolyn Weir (409) 744-6008

22 - 23
Paws & Claws Kite Festival
Gainesville, TX
Tommy Kirksmith (940) 668-6714

2
Ansel Toney Memorial Kitefly
Mike Bragg (765) 453-2977
20th Olan Turner Kite Day
Core Creek Park, Langhorne, PA
Sky Festivals (215) 736-371 5
7-9
Prairie Winds Kite Festival (SKC)
Wyandotte County Fairgrounds
Kansas City, KS
Chris Moore (816) 333-9041
7 - 10
27th Hang Gliding Spectacular &
Kitty Hawk Air Games,
Nags Head, NC
Ann Thompson (800) 334-4777
8
Kiwanis Kite Fly
Oak Park, st. Louis Park, MN
Bob Klein (612) 941 -1 321
8-9
Tulsa Festival of Kites
Tulsa, OK
Collette Lemons (91 8) 322-9630
9
Angel Mounds Kitefly
Evansville, I N
Dan Johnson (8 1 2) 845-2927
14 - 1 6
Texas State Kite Festival
Rockport Beach Park, Rockport, TX
Christine Kueck (800) 242-0071

28 - 31
Twisted Lines Kite Festival
Wildwood International Kite Festival, Topeka, KS
1 4th East Coast SKC, Wild Wheels
Jim Aune (785) 862-54 1 3
Buggy Blast, Wildwood World Indoor
Championships, Wildwood, NJ
12-1 3
Roger Chewning (2 1 5) 736-371 5
Academy of Model Aeronautics
Kitefly, Muncie, I N
Junction "99" Kitemakers Gathering
Dewayne Sheppard (765) 643-1253
Texas Tech, J unction, TX
Judy Kingery (91 5) 692-5927
13
Kansas City Kite Club Fly
29
Overland Park, KS (91 3) 894-KITE
Applewood Little 500 Fun Fly
1 8 - 20
Anderson, I N
Dewayne Sheppard (765) 643-1253 Aerospace America Airshow
Oklahoma City, OK
29 - 31
Tom Arbster (405) 721 -5069
Skydance Sakakawea Kite Festival
Ft. Stevenson Park, Garrison , N D
Kalamazoo Kite Thing-y
River Oaks Park
D e Lenzen (70 1 ) 463-2661
John Cosby (61 6) 345-5432

JUNE

5
Wings on Strings Kite Fly
Jamestown, N D
Mike Gee (70 1 ) 252-561 1
5-6
1 8th Rogallo Kite Festival
Nags Head, NC, Nags Head, NC
Ann Thompson (800) 334-4777
Sky Circus
Schaumburg, I L
Alan Sparling (630) 369-9682

19
San Diego Kite Club 2nd Chili Cook
off, Mission Bay, San Diego, CA
John Rogers (61 9) 691 -8640
1 9 - 20
LRC-Winnipeg Family Kite Festival
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Carole Scrivener (204) 942-0875
23 - 27
Worldwide Kite Rendez-vouz
Verdun, Quebec, Canada
(514) 765-72 1 3

Calendar Listings? Send your information to: "KITI N G " 232W. Trenton Avenue, Morrisville,
PA 1 9067. Include the name, activities, dates, location, contact &; hone number.

Club Affiliation costs $25 a year, and may be sent to the AKA c/o Mel Hickman. For information contact the AKA at 1 -800-252-2550,
or contact: Robyne Gardner, AKA Club Liaison. Contact Robyne at (419) 734-5880 or by e-mail at clubs@aka.kite.org

Would you like to see an article about
your club here?
We would like to spotlight one or two clubs
in each issue.
It's easy. Just jot down a couple
of paragraphs about your club.
Tell us what makes your club
outstanding. Do you have special
events? Are there members in
your club who go "above and
beyond?" Do you have a great
place to fly? W hat is your club
history? Tell us about it!
And don't forget to send us a
photo or two!
Submit your club information to:
Robyne Gardner, Club Liaison
or Roger Chewning,Editor
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The AKA Store

phone/fax : 6 1 0-395-3560 e- m a i I : s tore @ a k a . kite . o rg

Club Contest

Back by popular demand the most popular AKA

Win an AKA banner
for your club!

The club recruiting the
most new AKA members
between September 1 ,
1 998, and September 1 ,
1 999, will win a new AKA
banner and pole. Start
signing up those new
members and remember to
list your club name in the
"Referred by" spot on the
application form .
We are working on a new
Club Directory Book. Please
make sure we have your club information
up to date, including any website and e
mail addresses. Send information to:
'
Robyne Gardner, Kite Club Liaison
2672 Sand Rd . , Port Clinton, OH 43452
phone: (419) 734-5880
e-mail:region5@aka.kite.org

T-Shirt ever! Only $14

(Available in gray and khaki)
Visa, Mastercard,
Discover A ccepted!

lo c ated at

Kite Studio
5555 Ham ilton Blvd.

Wescosville, PA 1 8 1 06

1998 Convention videos
are now available Order yours today!

AKA NEWS AKA N EWS AKA N EWS AKA N EWS AKA N EWS AKA
Welcome Johnson Promotions!

and 1 , also holds the designation of Certified
Meeting Planner.

The AKA has hired an event management
company to assist in producing the annual

Maureen Posillico, Proj ect Manager, has been

convention, and that company is Johnson

affiliated with Johnson Promotions, Inc. for

Promotions, Inc. But who is Johnson

two years. She attended the Ocean Shores

Promotions, Inc.?

convention so many of you may have met her.

Johnson Promotions, Inc. is a multi-faceted
event management/production company

Put your eye in the

sky!

Maureen offers a background in promotional
sales management, advertising and special
event management. She also holds the

formed in 1 992. Johnson Promotions'

designation of Certified Special Event

management team comprises of four core
individuals with over 15 years experience in

Planner.

the event industry. We're excited and

Special event management is our business

honored to have the opportunity to bring

everyday. The two most important things we

AKA 's annual convention to new "heights".

have to offer to the American Kitefliers

Tina Johnson, President and CEO of Johnson
Promotions Inc., manages the overall day-to
day operations of the corporation. She
possesses a strong background in marketing,
sales and corporate event management. Tina

Association are our attention to details and
creativity. The definition of an event is "a
celebration of life", and life is made up of
memories-Memories are what we'll provide
for AKA's convention and festival.

holds a designation for a Certified Special
Event Planner and is working towards being a
TYPOS AND OTHER MISREPORTS

Certified Meeting Planner.

In the January issue of KITING we reported

Andy Johnson, Chief Financial Officer, is

that Neannette Mandanis won the Novice

responsible for all financial aspects of
Johnson Promotions, Inc. He and Tina are

category for fighter kites. Sorry about that

also the busy parents of four active boys ages

"Jeannette" - how could we get that wrong?

5 to 1 0.

And, in the area of grander mistakes, we

Cindy Taylor, Vice President of Operations,

incorrectly labeled the pterodactyl kite and the

has been affiliated with Johnson Promotions,

maker as an entry by Nathan Sendan. I know

Inc. for six years and brings a strong back

this because Nathan e-mailed me. Now if I

ground in association relations. She spends

could only find out who made the pterodac

much of her time managing overall event

tyl . . . does anybody out there know?

logistics. Cindy, mother of two boys ages

6

the aerial eye
published four times a year by the
AKA aerial photography committee

AKA member rates:
North America $ 1 4 .00/yr; Overseas $20.00
Send your check, payable to AKA, to

PO

Box 34,

Pacific Grove,

kite b y Jim Day

¥

CA 9 3 9 5 0

photo b y Wolfgang Bieck
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Kitemaker s

Convention
Commentary

In order to encourage more competitors,

As a person who went to the

should be the elite award, the one that says

AKA convention in Ocean Shores
and took pictures of each and
every kite entered into the
Comprehensive Kite Making
Competition, I came away with
some very mixed feelings. As a
result of my observations, I would

Great Miniature Kite Contest
The Drachen Foundation proudly announces
the "Second Great Miniature Kite Contest" to
be held in May in Seattle, WA in conjunction
with Seattle's International Children's
Festival. The focus of the contest will be to
crown a new winner in the "World's Small
est" kite category, but this year will also give
awards for beauty, flyability, and craftsman
ship. In 1998, contestants from Japan,
Holland, Canada and the United States
participated. The award for the smallest kite

like to propose some changes in
the way kites are judged. These are my
opinions, but perhaps they have some validity.
Very small kites were generally overlooked,
no matter their presence and distinctiveness in
the sky. Kites come in all shapes, sizes and
colors, and big kites are not necessarily better,
or even more deserving than small kites. More
is not always better. Perhaps the awards

carbon. Sure, modern fibers and materials are

Rules for EntJy:

That is precisely the reason kitemakers use

Kites may be made of any material.

•

Kites must be flown by hand.

that, traditional kites made from traditional
cotton, bamboo and paper than ripstop and
an improvement over traditional materials.
them.
A kite is more than fittings and color-coded
rods. We have become so enamoured by the
new and different that we tend to look at

Kites must maintain a minimum of 15degree positive angle of flight for

those who use readily available functional

consideration as a category finalist.
Kites will be rewarded for their size,

is this truly an improvement or is it just

•

constitutes an advance in the science and art

•

beauty, originality, flight performance and
craftsmanship and combination of these
criteria.
Flying instructions must be included with

•

entries.
Contest Procedures:
•

•

•

•

•

Single kites may qualify in one or more
categories.
Drachen Foundation staff and fma1 judges
will categorize entries.
Finalists will be flown on stage at the
Seattle International Children's Festival.

materials as somewhat lesser. We need to ask
gadgetry to impress the judges and what
of kite building,
In the same token, artwork should enhance the
overall appearance of the kite. We need to see
if the artwork is effective in the sky or more
suited for a wall hanging. Some complex
designs become blurs in the sky and the sky
appearance should be the deciding factor for
choosing the best kite. Instead of having equal
weight for the judging in the sky of visual
effects and flight versus the construction and
fittings and stitching, I would like to see

Winners will be determined by the
subjective decision of the judging panel
except in the category of "World's

categories and placed in a separate area for

Smallest."
World's Smallest will be the smallest kite
that successfully meets the fly-ability

How about bonus points for original art work,

standard.
Entries should be mailed to the Drachen
Foundation, 1629 Queen Anne Avenue North,
·
# 104, Seattle, WA 98 109. Deadline for entries
is May I , 1999.

"Dream Team" if you will. Those amateurs
who wish to compete against the "big guns"
should also have that chance (not to exclude
those who would like to try testing themselves
against those that have achieved that level of
kitemaking). In this manner, let those who
are truly amateurs, who might only build a
couple of kites a year, to compete for the
category awards. In this way, we might see
encouragement for those who might not desire
to go up against the pros all the time. In some
ways, it was like the old USA hockey team
going up against the Russian "amateur" team.
It was a challenge that when passed, was one
of the most incredible memories of the
I know that there will be those who will not

large kites might be lessened.

materials. It is more difficult to use wood,

•

that you are the best of the pros, part of the

small deltas. That way prejudice towards

kitemakers in Kyoto are sure to submit a
number of contenders in 1999 and will be
challenged by Charlie Sotich among others.

•

head against each other, one-on-one. This

should be broken down to large deltas and

The traditional category should be for just

Kites must be made by the entrant.
Participants may enter as many kites as
they want.

commercial kite builder. Have those that earn
over a certain income making kites, go head to

Olympics.

was submitted to Nobuhiko Yoshizumi, of
Kyoto, Japan. Yoshizumi-san and his fellow

•

perhaps a category should be given to the

points taken from the two "ground judging"
special recognition of originality.

agree with my comments, but these are my
perceptions after having spent two days in the
cold and wind looking at the kites, photo
graphing the kites and listening to the judges.
W hether or not you agree, these are still my
perceptions. The saddest thing I felt was the
lack of participation. In the Northwest, where
there are many incredible kite builders, there
were categories that did not have enough
entries to qualify. There were some categories
where there were only three or four kites
entered. This may reflect that some of my
perceptions may be other people's perceptions
as well.
The AKA competition should be the pinnacle

of the year's efforts of kite building and not

just limited to those who decided to attend. It
should be a highly sought out competition and
not just limited to a few. If you question what
I have to say, j ust look at how few people
actually entered this competition compared to
say, W ashington State International Kite
Festival held just a few months earlier where
there were many more kite entries from a
greater number of kite builders. Many of those
winners did not even enter the AKA competi

tion. My question to you is "Why?" W hether
or not you agree, I put these thoughts out for
the purpose of encouraging dialogue in the
kite building world. It saddens me that some

of the most innovative kite designs are coming
out of Europe where people try to see what
will fly and how it looks in the air. This seems

original design of the kite, something that

to be more important than the number of

says, there is only one Of these and will be

stitches, the fancy widgets or copied art work.

only one. Something new and different. W hen

Let us start rewarding the truly different; the

copied artwork is used, then it conceivably

things that make a difference - in the sky.

becomes a kite that anyone could make, which
takes it out of being a unique kite.

letter by Beth Drake
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Kite Art News
Jacqueline Matisse: Kitetail Cocktail

was a recent exhibit at the Goldie
Paley Gallery, Moore College of Art
and Design in Philadelphia, PA. On
dis�lay in the gallery two separate
instBlJations were presented. The first,

1

a co1l2ction of twenty-seven separate

!Jlg' to floor using monofilament

kitetaiI (mobiles) were suspended
ceil

line. The exhibit invited human interaction,
your passage through creating tiny whispers of

first with long tails (Thai
dragons) and observed
their interaction with the
wind and sky. In the '70s
she joined kinetic artists

Curt Asker and Tal Streeter
in pursuing kites as a

participatory/ performance
type art. The book

"Art

That Flies" published by
the Dayton

Art Institute

features all three artists
and their work (available
from Kitelines Magazine Bookstore).

motion among the hovering tails. I felt as if I

"The art world views kites as too ephemeral. I

were walking on the ocean floor in a kelp bed.

am an ephemerist," mused Matisse. Living in

The tails are a collaboration of
oddly shaped crescent pieces that
are a signature to much of her
current work. Suspended, the
pieces are repeated and offered
in different relationships to one
another. The crescent shards are
painted white and scored at
varying angles to reflect light. In
the Paley Gallery, the walls are
white, so that the kitetails offer
very subtle shades of light
variation highlighted by their
quiet movement.
A second installation, Sea Tails
Sound Totem presents flowing

dragon tails underwater, as
viewed on three separate
monitors to the music of

the shadows of art giants, kites
offered possibilities to work
with all of the elements, much
like the world we live in. In
kites, her expressions could
involve all of the elements.
One goal of Matisse was "to
bring kites into the living room,
for what they represent, an
approximation of what they
bring me for other spaces".
She enjoys flying kites, their
motion, their interaction with
the elements and their
unpredictability. Jackie enjoys
experimenting with colors and
different skies. She dreams of
flying kites in the desert, where
the imagery of heat rising

composer David Tudor. The

attracts her.

video created by filmmaker

Matisse favors kites that have

Molly Davies shows kites in a
dreamsleep state - moving
languidly through the water in
slow motion. It was interesting
to find out that Jackie was the
underwater artist, the scuba
diver directing and flying the
tails underwater.
The granddaughter of Henry
Matisse, and stepdaughter of
Marcel Duchamp, Jackie has
lived her life around art,

simple shapes and basic lines.
She admired the simple two
stick and handkerchief kite of
Franklin as we sat in the
Philadelphia gallery. She
approaches kites from an
artist's perception, rather than
approaching art from a kite
maker' s viewpoint. She mixes
the elements, the mediums, so
that her art is alive and
interactive, and yet her

although she never formally

expression is simple and pure.

studied art. She began flying

I asked Jackie what would

kites in 1978 and discovered for
herself a new expressive
medium. "In 1978 there was a ' Herald

Tribune Kite Festival' that happened one time
in Paris that brought many kitefliers to
gether", explained Matisse. A modem era of
kites was ushered in and led to the French
Kite Association being formed. Jackie was a
charter member of that association.
Kites became the language through which
Matisse chose to speak. She experimented

happen to the twenty-seven
lines and minimal shapes that
makeup the "Kitetails, Cocktails" exhibit. She
told me she would "fly them."

by Roger Chewning
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K-FILES
Eller, Brandon
"I enjoy the duality of kiting; the publicity of flying and the privacy of
building", says Brandon Eller.
Brandon's first kite was a 64 cell tetrahedral that his parents bought when
he was eight. After a 15 year hiatus, a walk down memory lane with his ,
father reminded him of his tetra and sparked an interest that has now
become an inferno of creativity,
He purchased a Peter Powell stunt kite and, after a couple of weeks,
decided he could build one. Having no sewing skills to speak of,
Brandon bought a used sewing machine from a garage sale and spent
some time learning to sew, After successfully designing and building a
few stunt kites, Brandon decided to try his hand at applique, His first
applique was done on his "Jester" stunt kite and his self-taught sewing
skills proved to be praiseworthy.
His interest turned from stunt kites to single-line and
fighter kites after meeting Randy Shannon, who became
a good friend, and also a major influence on Brandon's
kite designing and building. Other kite makers like
George Peters, Ron Gibian and Scott Hampton have also
influenced his work.
Brandon's favorite aspect of building kites is watching
ideas materialize. When I fly a newly fmished kite for
the first time and I watch the sunlight shine through the
fabric, it's as if the kite has come to life."
A great deal of Brandon's inspiration is derived from
native American art, and as Brandon puts it, "the world
around me." Although applique is Brandon's primary
medium, he has recently incorporated fabric painting
techniques as well. "I enjoy the progression of kite making. I
am constantly striving to improve my technique and expand
my creativity."
When he is not designing kites for himself, Brandon lends his
talents to organizations with special kiting events. This will
be Brandon's third year building corporate rokkakus for the
"Kite Fest '99" (formerly Rainbows in the Sky festival) in
Phoenix, Arizona to benefit the Arizona Spina BifIda
Association. "Festivals like this give kite fliers the opportu
nity to share something with people we don't know. For a
short time, there is a connection between strangers."
Brandon's kites have been displayed at Christown Mall, in
Pchoenix, in conjunction with the "Rainbows in the Si}y"
festival and in Meadowood Mall, in Reno, NV as part of the

"Uptown, Downtown, Artown" exhibit.

Brandon and his wife, Leashya, currently live in Incline
iVillage, Nevada with their two children. Brandon is the
owner of Mystical Kites and can be reached by e-mail at m_kites@yahoo.com.

Photos:Top left -"Camera" Buka-Dako (1 997) and below"Jester" stunt kite (1 996) ; Top right - "Bonanza"9.5'
x 32" Design Master w/ holographic mylar (1 998); Middle left - "Lightning" Buko-Dako(1 997) ; Middle rig ht 
"Pueblo Turtle" 3.5' Rokkkau (1 999); Bottom left - Fighter shirt and shorts ; Bottom right - Desert Gecko 6'
Rokkaku (1 997). Cover and left - "Navajo" Buko-Dako (1 997).
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Shaw, Mike
"There is no doubt airborne kites offer peace and beauty" observes Mike
Shaw. "Although for me the greatest pleasure comes from the camaraderie
that takes place on the ground. The people experiences I have enjoyed over
the past few years have been truly wonderful"
Shaw has lived in Denver, Colorado the past 25 years. For many of those
years he lived directly on a park which provided immediate flying opportu
nity. After progressing through many store-bought stunt and single line kites,
he purchased two custom kites from Denver's Reza Ragheb and was hooked
on flying large single line kites. He recalls that in his pre-teen years in
Wisconsin he built his fIrst kite out of bed sheets and pine; a "taller-than-he
was" delta-conynes. It flew and as he recalls, "pulled like a tank." That
proved to foreshadow today as Shaw continues to build kites taller than his 6'
3" frame.
Shortly after his 1994 purchase of a Reza genki, Mike visited a
Denver gallery display featuring kites by Scott Skinner, George
Peters and many other fIne kite builders. "Having the two
Reza kites in hand and after taking many detailed notes on the
construction of the displayed kites, I undertook my fIrst kite
building project. Wanting to learn much on my fIrst project, I
built the Chinese double butterfly. The complexity of the kite
provided almost more learning opportunity than I could stand! "
The kite, which Shaw portrays a s an "example o f rustic
craftsmanship", remains a favorite festival flier.
Many of Shaw's kites are traditional Chinese and Japanese
architecture displaying graphics taken from the Hopi, a
Southwest Native American people. The graphics are often
developed through a combination of patchwork, precut and cut
away applique using colors found in original Native American art.
These kites offer discussion opportunities addressing culture and
diversity as well as kite building techniques during youth kite-building
workshops conducted by Shaw.

,
I

"I experienced the magic of kite flying during the '97 WS1KF at Long
Beach, WA. Zeca Das Pipas, an international guest from Brazil, was
flying a traditionally crafted bamboo and paper octagon displaying
native Brazilian art. After seeing one of his kites a year earlier in the
Long Beach museum I was inspired to build my 'Hopi Octagon'
displaying the Hopi Broad-Face kachina. I flew my ripstop arid graphite
octagon adjacent to the historically crafted Brazilian kite. That
encompassing moment spanned continents, cultures and centuries."
Mike participates in festivals throughout the Midwest, South West and
West Coast, and is active in the Colorado Foothills Kite Club

Photos:Top left -Chinese Double Butterfly (8.5'); Top right - "Cloud Man" Suruga (8'); "Log Cabin" pattern
quilted Sode (6.5'); Middle right - "Arachne" Brogden (8.5'); Bottom left - Hopi Octagon (7'); Bottom right 
War Pony Hata (one of train of three); Cover and left - "Eagle Dancer" Flo-form (6.5').
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upwind reach. Holding the line was fairly easy and straight forward, but I
can't wait to get the thing in higher winds.
We did buggy a bit, but not as much as we would have liked to because of
the winds. I was able to try out the new Quadrifoil Competition X series, but
cannot properly evaluate it since we did not race. I will say it is smoother
than the old Comp, which to date is still my favorite kite. Hopefully I will have
full evaluations and reports on all these new kites after the Spring Break
Buggy Blast March 1 0th through 1 6th.

on

a

ro l l . . .

by Dean Jordan

Howdy folks, how about the new look of kiting? Is this great or what?
Just returned from two weekends of serious kite traction fun, and learning.
First was the Treasure Island, Florida event, fol lowed by
the Kite Trade Association International Trade Show in
Clearwater, Florida. Took 4 days to recover with the help
of Chris Matheson, and his fiancee' Maria, but that is
another story. You might know of Chris from sport kiting,
lately he has developed an active interest in traction kiting
helped by his friend Andy Preston. More on Andy in a
second.
Spent the 1 4th thru the 1 8th in Treasure Island, along with
many folks in early for the trade show. Jeff Howard was
here along with the latest in kite surfing with his newly
designed board. I had a chance to try it, but the winds
were never high enough for me to actually go anywhere,
although Jeff is well on his way to making it look easy.
Brian Smith was also here with the new Peter Lynn Kite
Boat which I first got to try at Galveston. This time
however, I was able to accumulate quite a few hours in it.
It's really neat, and with the ability to go upwind, this is
truly a fun machine. The boat is steered just like a buggy
and like a buggy you sit low in the seat. Staying in takes
some getting used to but I was able to go through some
fairly rough water, and withstand some fair amount of pull.
I also learned how to lose it in deep water and still get back in, but you
should use a leash which we did not have. I was using a 1 Ometer UL peel
for power as the winds were light throughout the weekend. Turning is
accomplished by four offset fins with the front fins turning opposite the rear
making turns sharp and crisp. In fact it is possible to turn so fast that you
are hurled from the boat! Because of the many bouys in the area we were
in, I was able to tell how weil l could hold a line, and how far I could go on an

"Ten Tips For Ice Flying"

Later we all made our way up to Clearwater for the trade show. Andy
Preston was there with his kite boards and a new kite in the Flexifoil line up
called "The Blade". I did fly the kite, but again cannot give it it's due,
because ofthe mostly light winds we had. On the one day we had big
winds, Andy and Jeff both declined to go surfing after breaking line sets and
rough, gusty wind caused havoc with equipment, so I declined as well.
Conditions did not stop Chris however, and we eventually hauled his water
logged butt back to base after about an hour of unsuccessful attempts to
learn how. Nice try Chris! Next time, put your right foot
forward !
Other traction kiting news is Ted Dougherty's new
Quadtrac Pro-Foil designs being made for Premier
Kites. This kite is available in two sizes right now, as a
2 m and a 3 m. These kites should be very affordable,
and may be a good entry level design.
By now everyone in traction kiting should know about
Peter Lynn's new C-Quad available in 4 sizes and
imported by Active People. Judging by the amount of
raves on rec.kites this kite is going to be a big hit. I've
only used one once, but was really impressed with it,
and can't wait to fly one properly set up. This kite may
well change traction kiting, by offering a competitive,
affordable engine to the mix. It is also reported to be
water launchable. There is also a new Heavy Duty
Comp Buggy available now for you hard core buggiers
who either weigh a bit more, or can't keep the wheels on
the ground. This is same geometry and seating as the
standard Comp but with stronger axle, front fork, and
side rails, weighing just 4 more pounds. You have to
have bigger bearings in the back, however.
Flexifoil has a new buggy as well, called the Sport Buggy. This will bring their
buggy pricing in line with the current PL compo I detected no compromise in
quality, and will ride one in March. All ofthe buggies now have soft sand
capabilities, so ask your dealer if that's what you need.
See you in the desert!

by Lee and Sue Sedgwick

Number 1 0: Know how to fly a kite.
Number 9: Know how to ski, or, at least, turn .
Number 8: Know your ice and area - if it looks like open water, it probably is.
Number 7: Know your physical and equipment limits, and how much power you can safely handle.
Number 6: Never ski alone!
Number 5: Always wear knee and elbow pads, and a helmet.
Number 4: Carry a sheathed corkscrew for emergency landings.
Number 3: Beware of your environment - have a designated landing area for corkscrews, lines ,etc., and don't run over anyone else's
lines with your skis!
Number 2: Be ready to assist others.
Number 1: HAVE FUN!

NEXT ISSUE OF KITING - REPORTS FROM WISSA AND THE DESERT!
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Madfest

The "Kites On Ice" Festival was a tremendous hit in Madison, WI.
Kitefliers from around the world were in attendance putting on flying
exhibitions, indoor seminars and displays. Organizer Linda Underwood
and staff created a comprehensive, detailed presentation of kites. Craig
Wilson, the local kite visionary should be complimented on selling the
idea, the selection of guests and activities.
The festival started with a bang on Friday when 2000 middle school aged
children hit the Monona Terrace for a day full of kite flying fun. During
the day, Scott Skinner and Margo Brown offered seminars on kite
history. Nelson Borelli and Torrie Lindemann flew indoor demonstra
tions. Displays by Ron and Sandy Gibian, Janene Evard, Charlie Sotich,
Roger and Janice Maddy and Bruce Jarvie were among the hundreds of
beautiful kites on display. Kite making workshops were offered as well.

Above:Linda Underwood,
festival organizer from
Madison Festivals; Right:
Craig Wilson working with
a camera rig on the ice;
Below: "Decorators" on Ice
with their frozen mugs.

On the ice, the Decorators, Chicago Fire, STAFF and Ray Bethell flew
sport kite demos. Craig Wilson and Brooks Lefler did some aerial
photography. Peter Dolphin, David and Susan Gomberg, Robert Trepanier, Ann and Chris Harris, Yves
LaForrest, Ann Clement and George Peters were a few who put on ice cleats, drilled holes in the ice for
anchors and flew some great kites.
It appeared that the crowds exceeded 15,000 each day of the festival. The crowds were non-stop inside at
exhibits and outside along the wall and on the ice. The Saturday night fly with the Madison Symphony
Chamber Orchestra was fun, even though winds were light. Sunday brought warmer temperatures (thankfully)
and higher winds, which put the ice skiers in heaven. Lee and Sue Sedgwick, Steve Shapson and a host of
others put on a show! High winds and wet conditions dampened some of the efforts of those
working larger kites played into the hands of traction enthusiasts.
All in all, we had way too much underwear, and way too much fun!
photos and report by Roger Chewning

Dorit leave the
ground

Send for our free
8o-page catalog of kites,
windsocks and more.
Into The Wind,
1408-D Pearl St.
Boulder, CO 80302
Call: 800-541-0314
Int'l: 303-449-5356
www.intothewind.com

Kiting
We thought you'd be interested in some of the comments:
"As we have it now, most of the fliers give a good routi ne, and
the mixing of the kite types (Single/dual/trilqu ad/etc .. ) makes it
more interesting for everyone. The filter of having to be good,
makes people get good at it before they bring it before an
aUd ience . . . "

Philosophy of Indoor Com petitions
by Dave and Sherrie Arnold

Bob Childs - innovative kitefiier, from

The first time many of us saw
indoor flying was at the
Saturday night banquet of the
'93 East Coast Stunt Kite
Championships in Wildwood.
Just before dinner was
served, Bob Childs, David
Britain, and Dean Jordan
made their way around the
banquet hall, slowly and
silently flying their 'outdoor'
kites indoors. We have never
seen a kiteflying crowd so
quiet before or after that
night; you literally could have
heard a pin drop, but of
course, none did because
everyone was mesmerized !

Si nce then, indoor flying has
Indoor to Traction - also a member of the
g rown in popularity, espe
AKA Sport Kite Rules Committee.
cially as kites have become
lighter and lig hter, and as opportunities for indoor flying have
increased . The first indoor competition rules were introduced by
the AKA in 1 998, and a competition is planned for the 1 999
Convention.
Recently, an indoor enthusiast proposed a change to the indoor
rules, specifically to divide the competition into dual-line, quad
line, and open classes. In the end, the Comm ittee decided not
to adopt the proposal, but the discussion prompted the group to
revisit their original ph ilosophy regarding indoor competition.

"The nature of competition is for a person to have perfected his
or her skills to the point of being worthy to compete with others,
and not as just part of a "learning curve". I would not say this of
the major [outdoor] events (ballet/precision), of course, but the
indoor event to me is more like the dessert than the meal - just
like we never had novice/intermediate/experienced/masters in
" I n novative".
"I ndoor flying is a quality or "niche" of flying usually achieved
after becoming accomplished at outdoor flyin g . Someone
recently told me about starting tiff entry level flyers learning to
fly indoors d u ring the winter months. I have always felt that
indoor flying by nature is d ifferent from outdoor, and we should
help it become a sport of Innovation more than one of replica
tion."

International Sport Kite Rules FAQ
Q: Under Guideline I, Ballet, the section on "Music for Ballet"
states that "The music, however must be an entity and shall not
consist of completely separate pieces just attached to one another.
If diffeFent pieces are used they must be combined to give the
impression of one entity. The music should end naturally, not
abruptly as if edited to meet time constraints." Does this mean I
can't edit my music 0F use more than one piece?
A: No. You can edit your music to meet the time constraints, but
do it well! The judges should not be aware that you have modified
the original. If you choose to use multiple pieces, be sure that they
share a theme and fit together as a single concept; also be sure that
they are spliced together smoothly. The intention of the guideline
is not to restrict musical selections, but to encourage competitors
to present their music in a professional manner.

"I think the sport has yet to d iscover what it can be. I think our
rules (any rules) wi ll most likely create artificial boundaries on
what is done. I believe this to be inevitable in order to create a
system of interpretation (i.e. judging) that can be applied
consistently. This is necessary for the "sport" to exist. With this
in mind our primary job must be to create rules that provide a
framework for com petitors and judges to be consistent from
festival to festival. At the same time we must also structure
these rules to encourage those aspects deemed desirable."
" I think we need to focus on entertainment and in novation.
These two aspects wi ll ensure that we don't box this new 360-30
sport into the old 1 80-20 sports peg."

The Festivals and Competition Committee is planning an indoor
competition for the 1 999 AKA Grand Nationals and Convention. The
competition will be open (n o qualification will be required). John
Ruggiero has agreed to coordinate the indoor competition at the
convention this year. Welcome aboard! More details will be
announced in "Kiting" as plans become firm. - Darrin Skinner
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by Brian Champie

While reading rec.kite posts last week; I read
one posting that struck a chord. The author
wrote "I bought my first kite yesterday. Are
there web sites where I can learn the tricks?"
No need to learn how to fly a straight line, no
need to learn nice turns, or symmetrical
circles. No need wasting time learning how
to land the kite... sigh!
While I love the tricks and spend hours
playing with them, I do believe that the
basics will improve your over all kiting
enjoyment. Spend some time during your
trick practice on basics. Learn to control the
kite accurately. Play with speed control.
Discover that it is no easy trick to carve a
perfect circle in the sky! All of these skills, as
well as the tricks, will keep you a happy and
confident flier for years to come. And, while
you are practicing those tricks here are three
more of the tricks I use to get the kite back in
the air after an unplanned landing without
WALKING!

The £)ropped Handle Dash
First, let me say this should only be at
tempted in.. liglit winds! If the wind is
blowing hard and you lose (drop) one handle,
just let go of the other. The kite will tumble
for a distance and will inevitably come to rest
face down nose to the wind.
When we drop a handle our first instincts are
to tear out running after the dropped handle,
only to realize (again) that the faster you run
the faster the errant handle will go - just out
of reach! The reason for this is obvious if
you think about it for a second!
The trick is while you are running reach with
your free hand (the one with the missing
handle) up the other line as far as you can
reach and pull it in and hand it off to your
handled hand Look, you're catching up with
it! Reach up and grab in some more line.
Now you should be able to pick up the
handle. Let the line in your other hand go and
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resume flying as if you meant to do that.

The Slider

I n this one, the kite i s on the ground on its
back, the left wing tip is pointing right at
your belly button and.- the right line is under
the kite. When you pull on the lines the kite
just slides towards you ... still on its back, still
pointing at your belly!
This is an easy one, but often overlooked. We
yank and tug, jump uIl and down an� holler,
but never think to move our body po§ition. In
this case moving to the right some five or six
steps will change the angle of the lines over
(and under) the kite. For a right wing tip
move to the left. Now when you pull on the
line the kite will stand up with a wing wrap.
Correct the wing wrap (last issue) and
launch the kite.

The Upside-Down Slider

The kite is on its belly, nose pointing left,
with the wing tip pointing your direction.
When you pull on the lines, the kite slides
towards you. Like the Slider the answer lies
in YOU moving. Move a few steps in the
opposite direction the nose is pointing. Now
pulling on the lines will make the kite stand
on its nose, roll it over with a ground flip
(last issue) and take off.
I'll have a few more tricks for ya in the next
issue of K.ITING. If you have a trick for
relaunching send it to me I'll include it with
your narne.
Contact me by e-mail at Champ@hooked.net
or write to me in care of K.ITING.
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Alice Hayden

Steve Santos
KaNE had a successful first "Kites over New England Indoor
Championship" held in Marblehead, MA on January 1 6 in the
Marblehead High School gymnasium. Torrey Lindemann continued his
winning ways and flew to a first place in Open Dual Line, followed by
flyers Bruce Kapsten and Steve Latourneau. The Open QUAD was
won by Peter McMasters with Peter Kouklamanis and Dave Forney
rounding out the top three. In the AKA recognized Open Unlimited,
Peter McMasters again took top honors. Bruce Kapsten took second
and Paul Berard placed third. Great job guys! The next indoor event
"Newport Indoor Open" will be held on February 13th at St. Michael's
School gymnasium in Newport, RI. Torrey is headed to work the Kites
On Ice festival in Madison as an indoor demo flyer.
Sport kite flyers from Region 1 attended the Treasure Island competi
tion in Florida in January. Art St. Pierre and Beth Bowen placed first
in Masters Pairs Ballet and Scott Weider took first in Masters Quad,
second in Ballet and third in Precision. What a performance consider
ing Scott had just 2 months recovery from extensive back surgery! The
festival site was fantastic! Hotels immediately adjacent to the flying
fields, low room rates, and wide, hard-packed beach along the Gulf of
Mexico make this event a must to attend next year. Plus they have
great sunsets!
Join Ralph, Gail and Jeanne Reed at the annual Gala Celtic Vernal
Equinox Celebration and Kite Fly on March 1 3th at the Ashworth-by
the-Sea Hotel in Hampton Beach. Celebrate spring, fly kites, frolic
and have fun (and eats). Ralph has been doing a great job of maintain
ing a schedule of kite flys throughout our region. In fact, Ralph is our
official Deputy of Event Scheduling. All members should post your
event with Ralph and we will have one complete list of events. There
will also be an indoor fly on February 7th at Hull High School along
with the regular scheduled Marblehead (KaNE) indoor flys.

Hi all. To all the clubs in my region (the South Jersey Kite Flyers, the
Sky Pilot Kite Club, the Lehigh Valley Kite Society, eystone Kiters
and the Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club), thanks for the posItive feedback. I
hope to get a chance to meet you all personally during the coming year.

�

Up here in region 2 not much is happening in the outdoor ?ying ar�na.
Kiters seem to have made it through the round of club hohday parties
and are now nestled in their homes making kites and plans for the
1 999 season. Though last weekend saw some spectacular flying at
Jones Beach, there was not a large turnout for the New Year's Day
Jones Beach Fly this year. I guess only the hardy enjoy flying in 20+
mph winds on a 30 degree day; but Mark, Deb Heid, Joel Brown a�d
.
yours truly were there for some mid-afternoon colour m the sky. It IS
during the cold winter that we could take some time and think abo�t
.
sharing our passion for kiting without impacting our actual flymg time.

I did a workshop for my nephew's cub scout troop one night with a
flight session at the beach the following Saturday. Sixteen 8-year-old
boys and 2 sisters. Out of 1 8 kites, only one had trouble flying. The
neat thing was the participation of the parents who stayed for the
workshop to help taping the kites and then showed up on Saturday to
fly with the kids. Mark, my Dad and my oldest nephew, also brought a
handful of our Dyna-Kites and gave any interested parties stunt kite
lessons. Again, some of the parents were as enthusiastic as the kids.
The Keystone Kiters of Pennsylvania has been doing presentations at
sewing guilds in the area. Word of the Keystone Kiter's spectacular
"kite making show and tell" for the Susquehanna Sewing Guild led to
a call from the Lancaster Area sewing Network. The Lancaster group
requested a kite lecture for next August. Aside from being able to
share the kite making with seasoned sewers, the group pays for
presentations and to quote Kurt, "This is a lot easier than selling hot
dogs to increase our treasury. There is also a great potential for
acquiring new members."

Don't forget about our Region l annual Fun Fly and Meeting coming
up on April 1 0th and 1 1 th in Newport, RI . The Seaview Inn is the host
For me, the 'season' begins with the Smithsonian, so see you there.
hotel (846-5000). We'll have our meeting banquet at Johnny's House
of Seafood (right on the beach). Newport's
Eastons Beach will be used as our flying fields
World Famous
and St. Michael's School will be used for indoor
flying and clinics. The future evolution of
Buffalo Box Kites !
E!7 Four Sizes! 1 5 Colorsl
indoor kite flying and indoor competition will be
E!7 Highest Quality Aircraft Woodsl
a theme for roundtable discussions. Kite
E!7 3/4 Ounce Ripstop Nylonl
making clinics are being offered by Garry
E!7 Newll Mr. BIG Box Kltel
Engvall and Paul Berard with a sport kite clinic
6 ft. Of FUNI
offered by Scott Weider. More to come! ! Plan
Buffalo Kite Company
on attending and have some fun!
Good Winds to All! !

49 Argyle Ave.
Bunwo, NY 1 422&4202
Made Right Here in the U.S.A.!
�I Now! 1 �2�351
We accept all major credit cards!
Dealer Inquiries lmited

Find us on the web at http://members.aol.com/
mboxkite/bkcindex1 . htm l
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Jon Burkhardt

Bob Pebly

Who says that kitefliers can't have fun in the winter? Recent meetings
of the Maryland Kite Society and Wings Over Washington have been
well attended by faithful fliers. We've even had some decent kite
weather here locally. Your RD and Leading Lady once again escaped
the cold and celebrated New Year's Day with kites decorating warm
Florida skies. Kiteflying is certainly a great way to ring in the New
Year; I've done it in the snow, even. But it's nicer in warm weather
with fewer clothes on.

The 2nd Annual Treasure Island Stunt Kite Competition took place
January 15 - 1 7 on beautiful Treasure Island, Florida. I arrived Friday
afternoon to find the festival in full swing, well ahead of schedule. The
long signature tails of several Jordan Airforms made fmding the
festival a breeze. The Treasure Island Sport Kite Klub (TISKK) was
there in force along with flyers escaping winter from as far away as
Oregon, Canada and points all across the Northeast. Many flyers
battled airport delays and snow in their quest for Treasure Island.

Final plans are being made for the Maryland Kite Society's three-day
kitemaking retreat in Beltsville, Maryland, a new site for the retreat
only five miles from the old one. This year's special guests are Frank
Schwiemann from Germany and Joel Scholz from Texas. Last year, the
retreat was well attended by members of the Keystone Kiters, the
Lehigh Valley Kite Society, SkyPilots, and Wings Over Washington,
and well as the hosts from MKS. We're looking forward to another
great get-together.

On Saturday competition flyers had to deal with shifting winds that
started from the East and during the course of the day, swung a full
270 degrees while oscillating from near zero to 1 0+ mph and ended up
out of the North. Dodd Gross and his team gave flying lessons to the
public all day on the demo fields. As the sun set, Dean Jordan was
seen reeling in a delta of Gary Engvall's to ensure that his Airform was
the last kite flying. Unsatisfied after a brief victory dance, Dean then
proceeded to land the huge Airform and its 1 00+ foot tails gracefully
within feet of the hotel's beach-side karaoke bar.

The Smithsonian Kite Festival is next up, celebrating "A Century of
Flight: Looking Back." Next year's theme, in the
year 2000, will be "A Century of Flight: Looking
Forward." The kites that best fit the theme for the
year will be awarded special prizes. For 1 999,
award criteria include the best representations of
historical turning points in kite designs, technical
advancements, or popularizing kites from the
1 890s through the 1 990s. Additional consider
ations will be given to kiteflyers in costume or
offering performances in keeping with the theme
of their kites. Bring your own press release! You
could be a featured flyer!
The great Maryland International Kite Festival
follows at the end of April in Ocean City. This is
a big fun fly, with lots of exciting featured guests.
And it's a wonderful time to enjoy Ocean City,
with lots of warm sun but not the huge numbers of
tourists that you fmd in the summer. You folks in
other regions, come join us and see where AKA's
25th anniversary convention just might be held.
Good winds and bright skies to all.

Saturday night's banquet and auction gave every
body a chance to kick back and relax after a long
day on the beach.
On Sunday, winds were a steady 1 0+ mph off the
water and local kitesurfer and TISKK member,
Josh Young, was all smiles as he took advantage of
the chance to try out the latest in kites, boards and
boats from Quadrifoil and Peter Lynn. Jeff Howard
and Dean Jordan joined in the fun and drew quite a
crowd on the beach Sunday as they skied up and
down the beach.
Sunday afternoon's action also included the Mayor's
Rokaku Challenge in which nine local mayors
competed in a Rokaku fight to the finish. TISKK
member Gary Resnick built five skull & crossbone
adorned Rok's for the battles and Treasure Island
mayor Leon Atkinson won the battle to the delight
and cheers of the home town crowd.
Congratulations and thanks to Sandy & Dirk at
Kitesville USA, the Treasure Island Sport Kite
Klub and the scores of volunteers that made this
event a big success. See you again next year!
By the time you read this, the Gone With The Wind Classic Stunt Kite
Competition on Tybee Island (March 6-7) will probably have just
finished. Other upcoming events include the Come Fly With Me Kite
Festival at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville, AL (March
27), the 4th Annual Little Acorns International Kite Festival on Miami
Beach (April 1 6- 1 8) and the Scenic City Kite Club's Tennessee
Riverpark Kitefly in Chattanooga (tentatively set for April 1 7).

(Left) Solo flyer o n the b i g beaches a t Treasure Island; (Above) the sky was filled with a
variety of big kites. -photos by Gary Resnick
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Great Lakes

Alan Sparling

Robyne Gardner
It's the dead of winter, and easy to see where that phrase comes from,
judging from the relative lack of activity here in Region 5. Like most
of the Northeast, we were hit with snow and ice storms right after the
holidays, and the horrible road conditions have kept a lot of us
grounded.
Back in November, the Black Swamp Air Force gathered for their
annual Christmas celebration. Charlie Sotich's mini Rok workshop
went over well, and was covered by Al Hargus in the internet e-zine,
KiteLife.
Terry and Judy McPherson hosted M2S2's first Christmas gala,
complete with prime rib dinner and gift exchange. Sounds like they
had a great turnout.
John Cosby's annual Sno' Fly on New Years
Day was blessed with ice on the lake, and mild
temperatures and winds. Somewhere from 50 to
1 00 kiters showed up to ring in the New Year
up there in Kalamazoo.

Well, I am running late yet again. The good news is that all of our
customer's schedules have their new 9- 1 - 1 systems in place by spring
in order to have plenty of time to test before 1/1/2000. So I hope be
able to get back to doing a better job of regional director soon.
It seems that winter is becoming less and less of an impediment to kite
festivals each year. On December 26th, the Chicago Skyliners turned
out to honor the memory of one of their own at the Ed Liphardt
Birthday Fly. I started out the year at The Cool Fools Fly at Veterans
Park in Milwaukee, WI. There were a steady stream of fliers and
spectators all afternoon, apparently undaunted by the dire forecasts of
a major snowstorm. With hot drinks and food inside the Gift of Wings
beachfront store which provided a welcome spot to get warm and trade
lies with friends, it was defmitely the place to be New Years
Day.

Listen, folks ... I can't report it if you don't keep
me informed, so drop me a line and let me know
what your group has been UP to, okay?

By the time you read this both Kites on Ice and St. Paul Winter
Carnival's Frosty Fingers Kite Fly will be history. Both
promise to expose kiting to large numbers of the general public.
While this may not seem as important as providing a great time
for the fliers, kiting in general seems to have hit something of a
slump and we need to do everything that we can to re-energize
it. Details on these events will be in my next report.

This will be my last year as your Regional
Director. Time has come for me to move on and
let someone else have some of the fun. My
current term ends in October, and I look forward
to passing along my "scepter and crown" to the
next Region 5 Director at the convention in
Muncie. If you are interested in this position,
contact me for more details.

I hope to get a chance this season to meet those of you that I
have not been able to get to know yet. I am planning to buy a
new vehicle so I will not have to worry as much about break
downs on the longer trips, and I really will make it out to
Western Iowa this time. Really, I am not kidding! Like my Jeep,
I ran down hill towards the end of last season and I did not
make it out to Iowa as I had hoped to. This year it will be a
priority.

There are several events coming up in April and
May, and I hope to see many of you at one of
them. The 1 5th Annual KiteFest will be held at
River Oaks Park (Kalamazoo, MI) on April 2425, with an indoor fly on the evening of Friday
the 23rd. If you're new to competition, this is a
great place to get your feet wet. Contact John
Cosby (6 1 6) 383-8778 for more details. May 1
is the date of the 1 8th Annual Frankenmuth
Skyfest. Contact Kite Kraft for this one at (5 1 7)
652-296 1 . The annual spring Mill Run Kite
Festival will be held on Mother's Day weekend,
May 8 & 9 in Hilliard, OH. Contact Tree
Alexander at (6 1 4) 876-4573. And, be sure to
mark this one down: May 2 1 -23 is the date for
the Great Lakes Sport Kite Championships in
Grand Haven, MI. Contact Mackinaw Kite
Company for event details at (6 1 6) 846-750 1 .

I am cutting this short this time, and will end with the notice
that Sky Circus in Chicago will be on June 5th and 6th, not later
in the month as has been printed elsewhere.

Until next time... Keep UP.

"Kites on lce"- gi rl and a puff'erfish !

www.worldwi nd.com
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Chris Moore

Troy Gunn

Springtime is the land awakening and the March winds are the
morning yawn that most of us "kiters" look forward to with eager
anticipation. With this thought I warmly welcome you to yet another
unforgettable glorious Spring in Region 7.
Plan to be in Hays, Kansas on April 10 and 11 for the first "Kites for
CASA" kite fly. CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of the
High Plains is a non-profit organization that provides volunteer
advocates in the court system for abused and neglected children. Flyers
from all over the midwest will convene in Hays for the event to raise
money for CASA projects. Anticipated events include a kite auction,
adopt-a-kiter, displays, exhibitions, and two days of fun and flying!
"Kites for CASA" will not be a competition. It will provide an
opportunity to promote awareness of child abuse and neglect and
promote kite flying as a fun, family activity. Contact Amy Neth,
Volunteer Coordinator at (785) 628-864 1 or casa@media-net.net.
Plan ahead to attend the Peaceful Bend Vineyard Kite Fly on April 24,
located at scenic Peaceful Bend Vineyard, in the heart of Missouri's
Wine Country, four miles northwest of Steelville, Missouri. The
winery is perched above a bend in the Meramec River with a five acre
field that is totally free of obstacles. The kiteflying ambiance couldn't
be any richer! The event is sponsored by the vineyard owners, Clyde
Gill and Katie Nott. The winery is rich with history dating back to
1964 and is known throughout the region for its quality wines and
atmosphere that emulates the small wineries in Europe. There are
pavilions built near the winery that visitors are encouraged to use and
several picnic tables dot the half mile trail between the winery and the
Meramec River. Contact the Peaceful Bend Vineyard for more details
at (573)775-3000. The winery is located near many clubs and
kiteflyers from St. Louis, Columbia, & Jefferson City, Missouri!
I was recently delighted to read my issue of "The Frequent Flier," a
new publication by the Foothills Kite Club in Boulder, Colorado.
Without proper permission from Randy Nason, I would like to share
with you part of his article, "What is Kiting". I found it very inspira
tional.
"A perfecting science of art and math borne by the wind since ancient
times, has filled our skies with wonder. We plan, we build, we take to
the air and through that flight, we can stand back and look at our
world. A world of our own creation. A world of form and function.

Our need to better understand our science, has lead us to perfect our
art. Our desire to experience and share beauty is folfilled and every
moment of flight is a precious giving of ourselves. Our creative
endeavor is not more nor less than the requirements of these natural
forces around us. Our labors of love are also labors of deep intercon
nection.
Endowed as we are by that creative force, we strive to overcome that
paradox of empowerment over our medium. We cut, tack, and sew and
our visions are transformed into that which is tangible. We love it and
we celebrate it. It has brought us together in a very special way as we
enter a new age of creativity. "

This year should prove to be an exciting year for kiting in our region.
The Bluebonnet Kite Festival in San Marcos, Texas has been approved
as a National event for the American Kite Magazine Circuit!
Coming up April 24-25, The Jewels of the Sky Kite Festival will take
place. Also, the Kites Unlimited Kite festival held in Galveston was
incorrectly reported in the January KITING calendar to be April 24-25.
The actual dates are May 1 -2. If you have Internet access, you can view
a complete list of kite festivals for our region atmy Web site at htp;11
members. tripod.coml-TKOGunn l /kitecalender.htrn.
The 4th Annual South Padre Island Kite Festival held November 7-8,
proved to be a challenge for competitors. Days before the festival,
heavy rains dumped several inches of water on the flying areas,
creating a mucky pit. Light winds made it worse. Fliers were forced to
splash around the entire weekend just to keep their kites aloft. Sunday
was a different story as the usual winds returned to keep the kites
soaring. Hosted by Windchasers, Cathy and Jim Geyerman, the event
was a success in spite of the watery mess, drawing spectators from
throughout the area. Thanks to Sam & Barbie Pedregon from Colorado
who once again put up all of their Peter Lynn inflatables. Carolyn Weir
won first place in the Best Ground Display Individual and Paul & Bob
Homan of Topeka, Kansas won that same honor for Best Ground
Display (group division). Bob Sterling from Ohio won for the largest
kite and Bonnie Culley took the honors for the smallest kite. Paul
Homan also won for most unique. In Open Freestyle competition it was
Carolyn Weir claiming first place. The top finisher in EIB was Tye
Harrison. Double-winners were Shane Snowden winning MIB and
MIP, Steven Ploof in lIP and lIB and Alex Hom winning NIP and NIB.
In Open Team, Team Air Borne took first and in Open Pairs Precision
it was Clyde & Pat Barker. Open Pairs Ballet saw Tailsoooa in first.
Collette Lemons of Tulsa gave this report on the Galveston Buggy
Blast. "It's Thanksgiving, we are in Galveston, Texas, and the weather
is balmy and fine. At one point I counted 25 buggies at the campsite.
Jeff Howard took the guys on an interesting trail ride of sand dunes
and weeds that was not for the faint of heart. They ran and chased for
miles up and down the beach. Dean Jordan came to play and brought a
few of his huge Jordan Air Forms. Freeman Register came with Dean
and we made him a Tulsa Wind Rider. Bruce Griffm came down from
Shoreline, Washington to celebrate his birthday. We got him a cake and
it took us two days to eat it all. Dick and Gail Bell blessed us with a
lovely single line display while Brandon Bell kept the buggy busy. Joel
Scholz had an Eye that watched over us all weekend. Brian Smith of
Quadrifoil fame came down from Canada. I want to thank Keith
Anderson for supplying the event with a trailer to store buggies. If you
weren't there - boy, did you miss a good one again this year."
Look in this issue to see a list of kite festivals in our region. This will
be my last year as your Regional Director, and I will not be rurming for
re-election. If you are interested in running, notify me so that we can
place your name on the ballot for this year. By volunteering your time
for our organization, you'll be giving back to kiting in a big way!
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Robin Loehr

Robin Haas

One way to judge the success of a kiting event such as the Oregon

The only kite event that has happened since my last report was the

Kitemaker's Retreat, held on January 22 to 24, is to count the

Protest the Bowls Fly at Golden Gardens Park in Seattle, WA on New

participants. Eighty-four is a pretty good turnout for such any event in

Year's Day. The weather was actually fairly warm and there was

the little coastal town of Rockaway Beach, OR this time of year. A

enough wind early in the day to get a few kites up including one long

better measure of the OKR might be the fact that over half of the

train but by the afternoon things had died down. I brought a large pot

participants showed up more than twelve hours early on Thursday. In

of my Black Bean Chili as promised. Even that wasn't successful in

our minds and hearts the OKR is one of those "special" events one

generating enough wind for kite flying in time for everyone to take

doesn't want to miss.
Featured instructors included local and regional talent as well as three
"imported" from outside. Stretch Tucker from Ocala, Florida taught

advantage of it! It was great to start out the year with the opportunity
to be with the members of our kite family.
Coming up at the end of this month (March 1 9-2 1 ) is the Fort Worden

classroom full of kitemakers to build a six or fifteen square foot

Kitemakers Conference. There may still be a little time to get

parafoil. Across the grassy yard two dozen sewers learned from Scott

registered. The conference looks like it is going to be an excellent

Hampton of Sandy, Utah how to build one of his dynamic banner

opportunity to build some great projects. People that attend normally

designs. Jose Sainz from San Diego, California instructed a third large

come away inspired and full of new ideas. If you would like more

group on applique technique. Add to that another half dozen assorted

information about registration availability, contact Bob Alford at (425)

classes, great food, wonderful company and a terrific raffle, and that's

888-2 8 1 2 or e-mail him at balford@cnw.com.

why we never want to miss this event each January. Hope to see you
there next year.

The Pierce County Kitefliers Association is also planning an event for
April 16 - 1 8. It is the Spring Fair held at the Puyallup Fairgrounds.

It's hard to think of flying during floods, hail, 80 m.p.h. winds but

The Spring Fair allows their group to expose the public to kiting as the

calls and cards from friends at Clearwater and Treasure Island, FL

event attracts thousands of people. An area is set aside to demonstrate

remind us that spring is just around the comer. And with it comes one

indoor kite flying, outdoor flying and kite building. Penny Lingenfelter,

of the first flys, the Puffin Fly in Cannon Beach, Oregon in early May.

event coordinator, would like to also include buggying, aerial photogra

Good flying

phy, parachuting, and any other kite activity. Volunteers are needed for
the booth. I went last year to demonstrate kite building and was able to
sew a kite while spectators watched. What an excuse to do something
you enjoy! If you would like more information contact Penny at 3608 7 1 -920 1 or email at snpling@ix.netcom.com.
The World Kite Museum continues to put on quality workshops. On
March 27-28, Heloise Lockman of White Bird Kites will be teaching a
class on building a 35 foot serpent dragon kite. The class only costs
$25.00. A Hagaman Pocket Parafoil kite will be built in a class taught
by Terry Shields on May 1 5 - 1 6. For $20.00 the students will build a
five square foot kite thatyou will be able to take anywhere. If you
would like to sign up for these classes contact the World Kite Museum
at 360-642-4020 or email at jkite@willapabay.org.
The museum is also having a membership drive this year. Till Krapp,
from Germany, has donated a 3 meter by 2.5 meter cellular kite called
the Quintet to the museum for a fundraiser. This is a large kite! The
museum is holding the Last Great Kite Raffle of the Millennium!
When you become a $50.00 member you receive three tickets for the
kite. The more you contribute towards your membership the more
tickets you get. There is a sliding scale all the way up to being a $ 1 000
member, which will bring you 275 tickets ! You will also be involved
with what will definitely be the last kite raffle of this millennium
because the winner will be drawn on December 3 1 , 1 999!
I'm looking forward to warmer weather. The sport kite events should

The Quintet which measures 3 meters by 2.5 meters will be raffled by the
World Kite Museum later this year.

be exciting this year with an increase in the number of teams that are
participating and the advances that the flyers in this area have been
making. The kite festivals should be equally exciting with great new
kites filling the air! I'm looking forward to seeing you all there!

&£Q
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Northern Californ ia
Tom McA lister
Once again we find ourselves at the starting gate of a new year, a time
when we can reflect on the past and look forward to the future. So far
this year we should consider ourselves lucky because we have had the
driest January in four years. Last year it rained 27 out of the 28 days in
February. Here's to hoping that it only rains during the week!
For the single liners, the Ft. Worden Kitemakers' Conference, March
19-21 is three days of kite making and fellowship in the natural setting
of Fort Worden, Washington. On the same weekend is the fust BASKL
competition of the season, Saturday, March 20, in Berkeley. The rest of
the Spring BASKL season follows with BASKL at Baylands Park on
April 17, and BASKL at the Martinez soccer fields on May 1 5 .
May 1 5 i s also the date o f the 2nd Annual Mendocino Coast Kite
Festival that benefits for Habitat for Humanity. This event has all the
makings of a real anchor to our Spring season and I hope many of our
members support it. For information contact Jerry at (707) 964- 1 20 1 .
On Memorial Day Weekend, May 30-3 1 , is San Ramon's Wind Fest,
which always turns out to be one of the best kite parties of the entire
year. Last I heard, Brian Champie had the turkeys smoking already! I
hope Brian's planning his annual Wind Fest Party at his place, because
if not, he's going to kill me. For more information on the Wind Fest or
for an invitation to Brian's party, give him a call at (925) 829-0683.
Kite buggiers will have a blast at the Spring Break Buggy Blast at
Ivanpah. Although there was some concern about permits for the event,
Fran Gramkowski informs us that they have been granted for March 1 0
-16 and the Blast '99 it on! The Bureau of Land Management has
asked the group to help with litter patrol and with sign placement.
Contract Fran at (609) 429-6260. Don't miss this event because . . .
well... "It's a Blast!"
If you're looking to kick back and fly kites with old friends don't miss
the Lee Toy Memorial Spring Fly on April 1 8 at San Francisco's
Marina Green. Contact George Mauer at (707) 935- 1 2 12. The Marina
Green has long been the home of George Ham, the "Mayor of the
Green." George has been ill, but I am happy to report that he is back
home eating steaks! Another one of our old-timers, Lou Lewandowski,
has been fighting lymphoma for some time now and has battled
through dozens of treatments. They are both on the upswing and we
hope to see them at kiting events soon. Take care, guys!

Spiringtime is among us and its time for kiting to go full speed ahead.
Later this month during the weekend of March 26 through 28,
Phoenix, Arizona will be the location of an event benefitting Spina
BifIda. Some of the scheduled guests are Ron Reich, Team Flight
Squadron, John Rogers, Ron and Sandy Gibian, Scott Skinner and
LeRoy & Linda Mixon. Sky Festivals, headed by Roger Chewning, is
helping to coordinate the event. It should be a great weekend for
demonstrations, displays, special guests, and a small scale competition
schedule.
Also, Aire Affair Kite Productions is starting up its SCSKL schedule
with the fust of its four events on March 27. The fust event will be in
Belmont Shores followed by Huntington Beach on May 1 ; Long Beach
on July 1 0, and San Diego on September 25. Larry Bush of Aire Affair
looks forward to another series of competitions that will qualify fliers
for the National Convention in October.
And of course, the buggies will be rolling in Ivanpah for the Spring
Break Buggy Blast. Dozens of buggy enthusiasts will converge of the
desert dry lake bed for all-out buggying and a few will try to get that
all-over tan.
The San Diego Kite Club is tentatively scheduling an event in April.
As this column was being written, several ideas have been discussed
with a preference towards a non-competitive event. President Greg
Lawrence has been welcoming new ideas for events. The club's annual
New Year's Day Fly was a great way to welcome in the fmal 365 days
before 0 1 -0 1 -00. Visitors came from all up and down the western
United States along with a few from Canada.
These are only a few of the events that will take place in Region 1 2 .
Your participation and attendance i s all that i s requested i n order to
make them worthwhile. Above all, have a great time and enjoy
interacting with fellow kiters and with the wind (or artificial wind for
those indoor fliers).
See you out there.

And now for a personal challenge. I dare each of you to get yours in the
"I Got Three" AKA Membership Drive (details on page 4). Don't be
left out. Get yours! My English teacher, (my wife) is gonna kill me!
As for this column in '99, I will try to make it what you want it to be! I
may not be able to attend every event in our region, but I would like
nothing more than to report on every event that takes place here. If you
run an event or have participated in one, please let me know via a
quick phone call, E-mail or even a few notes scribbled down on a
napkin! I promise you I will find a way to include your suggestions
and notes in this column.
That's all for now. Keep 'em flying!
Joel Scholz with a big delta at the Galveston Buggy Blast - photo by Dick Bell

Member Merchants

Receive a

10% discount off the regular price at these fine merchants.

Alabama
Forever Flying
1 71 1-P Central Parkway SW
Decatur, AL 35601
(256) 308-0988
Alaska
Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Avenue, #158
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 279-4FUN, Fax (907) 279-4388
Arizona
Dream Merchant
41 95 West Hwy. 68
Golden Valley, AZ 864 1 3
(520) 565-9592
Play It By Air
2927 E. Grant Road
Tucson, AZ 857 1 6
(520) 326-3442, Fax (520) 326-6626
Arkansas
KaleidoKites
1-C Spring Street
Eureka Springs, AR 72632
(501 ) 253-6596
California
Candy & Kites
1 4 1 5 Coast Highway, P.O. Box 8
Bodega Bay, CA 94923
(707) 875-3777, Fax (707) 783-341 7
Epic Kites Etc.
423 Culver Blvd.
Playa Del Rey, CA 90293-7705
(310) 679-61 76 or (310) 822-9550

Super Kites
4738 Elmhurst Drive
' San Jose, CA 95129
(408) 252-2566
Tight Lines Kite Company
1 024 Thomas Lane
Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 654-1227

Stanton Hobby Shop
471 8 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630
(312) 283-6446, Fax (312) 283-6842

Windbome Kites
685 Cannery Row, #1 1 3
Monterey, CA 93940
(408) 373-7422

Indiana

Wind Wizard
398 Crocker Avenue, P.O. Box 7304
Ventura, CA 93006-7304
(805) 659-5769
www.windwizard.com
Colorado
Borneo Bil/ lmports
4 1 6 State Avenue, P.O. Box 1 025
Alamosa, CO 8 1 1 01
(719) 589-1644, Fax (719) 589-1 645
Flying Penguin Kites
7035 W. 32nd Place
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 205-9020
Email: kitedaddy@hotmail.com
Into The Wind
1408 Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302
(303) 449-535, Fax (303) 449-731 5
www.intothewind.com
Wizard of the Wind
13761 Braun Dr., Golden, CO 80401
(303) 478-6394
Delaware

EZ Flyer Kites
1 1 7 Greenwich Village
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
(310) 379-0295, Fax (714) 840-7236

Kites, Tails & Toys
1 0 1 Garfield Parkway
Bethany Beach, DE 1 9930
(302) 539-4046

Gone With The Wind Kites
200 Industrial Road #100
San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 594-1055 www.gwtwkites.com

Rehoboth Sport & Kite Co.
1 Virginia Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 1 9971
(302) 227-6996, Fax (302) 227-95 1 5

Highline Kites of Berkeley
6809 Del Monte Avenue
Richmond View, CA 94805-2048
(510) 235-5483

Florida

Into Paradise
P.O. Box 522, Felton, CA 95018
(408) 336-0314, Fax (408) 336-1 563
E-Mail: intopara@cruzio.com
Into the Blue
65 Third Street, P.O. Box 7 1 8
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956
(415) 663-1 1 47
Kite Flight San Diego
Seaport Village
859 W. harbor Drive
San Diego, CA 921 0 1
(61 9) 232-2555, Fax (619) 232-7037
Kite Ranch
24201 W. Valencia Blvd. #20 1 7
Valencia, CA 91 355
(805) 254-71 23, Fax (805) 943-2274
kiteranch@themall.net
Kites Etc.
806 East Balboa Blvd.
Newport Beach, CA 92661
(949) 673-0450
Knight's Kites
2300 45th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 941 1 6
(415) 731 -8554, Fax (415) 664-5483
Sport Kites International
20505 Yorba Linda Blvd. #800
Yorba Linda, CA 92886
(714) 779-2022, Fax (714) 970-7982

The Kite Harbor #2
1 09 N. Marion, Oak Park, l L 60301
(708) 848-4907
homepage@interaccess.com/-kitehbr

Flash Flights
5348 Gulf Drive #C
Holmes Beach, FL 3421 7-1 5 1 3
(94 1 ) 778-7600, Fax (941) 778-7706
Kitesvil/e USA, Inc.
405 Gulf Blvd.
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 34635
(813) 596-3431 , Fax (813) 596-7681
Kool Kites
3247 Bahia Vista Street
Sarasota, FL 34239-7302
(813) 756-4099 or (813) 751 -6427
On Air
208 Johns Pass Boardwalk
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
(813) 398-4472
Salt Lake Distributors
41 1 S. 1st Street #402
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
(800) 847-7258, Fax (904) 221 -7327

Play With The Wind
1 306 N. Eclipse Place
South Bend, IN 46628
(219) 237-0395
E-Mail: playwind@compuserve.com
Sun Oak Kites
1 05 N . Cook Road, Muncie, I N 47303
(765) 284-6098
Tether Point Kites
8 1 1 3 Talliho Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46256
(317) 845-9905 Fax (317) 849-6046

Illinois
The Kite Harbor
435 E. Illinois, Chicago, IL 606 1 1
(312) 321 -5483, Fax (312) 321 -5484
E-Mail: kitehbr@interaccess.com

The Unique Place
525 S. Washington
Royal Oak, MI 48067
(313) 398-5900
Missouri
Flying High With Charon
5633 Carlton Dr., St. Louis, MO 63049
(314) 376-6055
Wind Wizards #2
6202 N. W. Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 641 5 1
(816) 746-1 1 97, Fax (816) 746-931 0
Wind Wizards #3
307 Main, Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 472-5483 (816) 472-5535 Corp.

Kansas

Wind Wizards #4
Crestwood Plaza Mall, PO Box 260264
st. Louis, MO 63126
(314) 91 8-8697

Wind Wizards 1
1 2944 W. 87th St. Pkwy.
Lenexa, KS 662 1 5
(913) 894-5483 Fax (912) 894-1 071

Wind Wizards #5
2035 Independence Center, #U25
Independence, MO 64057
(816) 472-5483

Kentucky

Montana

BBS Tech
1 500 Interstate Drive
Erlanger, K Y 4 1 0 1 8
(800) 258-9368 Fax (606) 282-1452
www.berryblueline.com

Amazing Toys
3 1 9 Central Ave.
Great Falls, M T 59401
(406) 727-5557
Nebraska

Maine
Northern Sky Toyz
388 Fore Street, Portland, ME 041 0 1
(207) 828-091 1 , Fax (207) 865-091 1

Becky's Performance Kites
3530 Woodbine Avenue
Lincoln, N E 68506-5741
(402) 489-0845
wwwAw.com/beckys

Massachusetts
Kites of Boston
Boston, MA
(617) 742-1455
Sea Side Kites
259 Nantasket Ave. , HUll, MA 02045
(781) 925-3277
E-Mail: gjkites@juno.com
Maryland
Kites Up & Away
8 Fleet Street, Annapolis, MD 2 1 40 1
(410) 263-4628
The Kite Loft
51 1 Boardwalk, P.O. Box 551
Ocean City, MD 2 1 842
(410) 289-7855,.Fax (410) 289-5726
Michigan
Air-Fun Kites
1 67 S. Hancock Street
Pentwater, MI 49449
(619) 869-7004 (888) 247-3861
www.air-fun.com
Flyin ' High
4433 N. US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
(517) 739-8658, Fax (517) 739-8669

Georgia
Savannah Sails & Rails / T C. Ultra
423 E. River Street
Savannah, GA 31401
(912) 232-7201 , Fax (912) 232-0655

Kites & Fun Things
1 049 S. Main St., Plymouth, MI 48170
(313) 454-3760, Fax (313) 454-0345

Flying Wizard Kites
4903 Lancaster Hills Drive #292
Clarkston, MI 48346
(810) 736-4037, or (800) 541-301 9
J & T Enterprises
2 1 77 E. Bluewater Highway
Ionia, MI 48846
(616) 527-4229, Fax (616) 527-2420
Kite Kraft
576 S. Main, Frankenmuth, MI 48734
(517) 781-3029 or (517) 652-2961

It Flys
1 208 • Howard Street
Omaha, NE 68102
(402) 342-9032 or (402) 346-3607
Picture Pretty Kites
651 2 N. 44th St., Omaha, NE 681 1 2
(402) 333-0322, Fax (402) 453-4970
Prairie Flyer Kites
938 N. 70th St., Lincoln, NE 68505
(402) 434-531 8
Prairieland Loft
429 S. 9th Avenue
Broken Bow, NE 68822
(308) 848-3373 or (308) 872-8307
Nevada
BFK Sports of Las Vegas
31 1 1 S. Valley View #A-1 1 6
Las Vegas, NV 89102
(702) 220-4340, Fax (702) 365-8381
Sierra Kites
7777 White Fir Street
Reno, NV 89523
(702) 786-021 6, Fax (702) 747-1 227
New Jersey
Annie's Kites & Wind Things
PO Box 1461
Paramus, NJ 07653
(201) 444-4244, Fax (201) 445-6780
New Mexico
Kites & More
5604 Menaul Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 871 1 0
(505) 898-6805 or (505) 883-0028

I
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New York

QmgQn

Big City Kite Company

Catch the Wind-Depoe Bay

Buffalo Kite Company

Catch the Wind-Florence

1 2 1 0 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 1 0028
(21 2) 472-2623, Fax (21 2) 472-2998

1 250 S.W. Bay, P.O. Box 1 923
Florence, OR 97439
(54 1 ) 997-9500

Kookaburra Kites
70 Seneca Street

266 S. E. Highway 1 01 , P.O. Box 973
Lincoln City, OR 97367
(800) 227-7878, Fax (503) 994-4766

Geneva, NY 14456
(31 5) 789-5555 Phone/Fax
E-mail: swagner@lynnet.com

Fly It Port A

1 1 3 · Midway
Spring, TX 77373
888 287 4297 or (71 3) 288-4700

PO Box 652
Mount Kisco, NY 1 0549
(914) 666-9378 (888) 666-9378
www.SolarWindsKites.com
Yike .s Kites

14 Archibald Street
Watervliet, NY 1 2 1 89
(51 8) 272-3539
E-mail: yikester@capital.net

Rainbows
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Fish Creek Kite Company

3853 Highway 42, P.O. Box 331
Fish Creek, WI 542 1 2
(41 4) 868-3769

Sail

Route 3, Box 86A
Waxahachie, TX 751 67
(972) 938-3954 or (972) 923-0242

828 N.W. 23rd
Portland, OR 972 1 0
(503) 222-5096, Fax (503) 222-5034

�
Boreal Kites/Gothic Design

RR#4, SI. Thomas, Ontario N5P 3S8
(51 9) 775-2527

Sky Delight Kites

P.O. Box 1 989
Kingsland, IX 78639
(91 5) 388-9288
E-Mail:
PoyJ@ice4.kcps.rd.hydro.on.ca

Wind Dancer Unlimited

85 Broadway
Seaside, OR 971 38
(503) 71 7-01 38, Fax (503) 71 7-0241
E-Mail: windance@seasurf.net

Concept Air

201 Boul. Tadoussac
Canton Tremblay, PQ G7H 5A8
(41 8) 545-8368, Fax (41 8) 545-2288
E-Mail: traction@conceptajr com

Windchasers

Pennsylvania

Kites Unlimited-Atlantic Beach

535 Ross Avenue
Schofield, WI 54476
(71 5) 359-1 5 1 9
E-mail: bpkites@dwave.net

P.O. Box 1 251 , Pflugerville, TX 78691
(51 2) 251 -2033, Fax (51 2) 251 -2 1 88
http:Uwww. lonestarkites.com

1 6 West Third Street
Bethlehem, PA 1 80 1 5-6922
(61 0) 867-4999, Fax (21 5) 867-4999

5800 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX 78597
(21 0) 761 -7484, Fax (21 0) 761 -7703
E-Mail: wndchasrs@kiteshop.com
http:Uwww.kiteshop.com

Burlesque Kites

North Carolina

Bits & Pieces Kites

Lone Star Kites

Paint the Sky Kites

Solar Winds Kite Company

1 2 1 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, WI 531 47
(4 1 4) 249-0631

3802 Cove View
Galveston, TX 77552
(409) 744-741 4 or (409) 744-4 1 2 1

Gone Flying

33 Basin Road
Hurley, NY 1 2491
(91 4)331 -4586 (888) 3 1 8-3600

Aerial Stunt Kites

Kites Unlimited

1 65 S. Miller Street, P.O. Box 270
Rockaway Beach, OR 971 36
(503) 368-71 1 4 or (503) 355-2225

Nova Design Group

Wisconsin

Kite Sensations

Catch the Wind-Lincoln CitY

669 S.W. Bay Blvd., P.O. Box 736
Newport, OR 97366
(54 1 ) 265-9500

12 Dunsbach Rd.
Clifton Park, NY 1 2065
(51 8) 371 -851 0

Ocean Kites

51 1 S . Pacific, P.O. Box 1 287
.
Long Beach, WA 98631
(360) 642-8988, Fax (360) 642-8986

405 Cut Off Road
Port Aransas, TX 78373
(51 2) 729-361 2 or (512) 749-41 90
E-Mail: Iyjt@dbstech.com

Catch the Wind-Newport

No Strings Attached

1 04 Pacific Avenue N., P.O. Box 1 1 7
Long Beach, WA 98631
(360) 642-2202, Fax (360) 642-231 8

508 South Elm #1
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 380-041 0

304 S.E. Hwy. 1 0 1 , P.O. Box 324
Depoe Bay, OR 97341
(54 1 ) 765-2900

49 Argyle Ave., Buffalo, NY 1 4226
(71 6) 834-2879
http:Umembers.aol.comlMBOXKITEI
index1 .html

Long Beach Kites

Denton Baseball Cards, Kites

Four Wind Flyers

3901 -49Avenue
Lloydminster, SK S9V OS1
(306) 825-7877 or (306) 825-5422

Atlantic Station Shopping Center
P.O. Box 2278,
Atlantic Beach, NC 2851 2-2278
(91 9) 247-5965 or (91 9) 247-701 1

200 Manor Dr., Mohrsville, PA 1 9541
(61 0) 926-7066, Fax (61 0) 9 1 6- 1 331

Gale Force Kites

Vermont

International

The Flagshop of Vermont

AGAIN

Kites Unlimited-Raleigh

Grandmaster Kites

Essex Junction, VI 05452
(802) 879-4542, Fax (802) 879-0954
www.kitesvermont.com

North Hills Mall, Raleigh, NC 27609
(91 9) 783-9660 or (91 9) 787-421 2

Kitty Hawk Kites

P.O. Box 1 839, Nags Head, NC 27959
(91 9) 441 -4 1 24, Fax (91 9) 441 -7597
www.kittyhawk.com

Qbig
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Virginia

Kite Studio

Blue Ridge Kites

Air's Kite Woms Co. Ltd.

5555 Hamilton Bvld
Wescosville, PA 1 8 1 06
(61 0) 395-3560

Eye'z UP Kites Accessories

3578 Birdland Ave., Akron, OH 443 1 9
(330) 644-8200, Fax (21 6) 644-8200
Wings on the Wind

1 26 West Wooster Street
Bowling Green, OH 43402
(419) 352-5483, Fax (41 9) 353-5483
http://www.wowkites.com
Yankee Doodle Flag Company

2430 Tremainsville Rd,
PO Box 581 5 Toledo, OH 436 1 3
(800) 228-3524
Oklahoma

631 3 Willow Ridge, P.O. Box 477
Bethany, OK 73008
(405) 722-KITE
RR#1 , Box 65
Lahoma, OK 73754
(580) 796-2359
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Washington

Rhode Island

Colors on the Wind
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Huntley Direct

Huntley Court, Huntley Clos
GL 1 9 3EU, UK
44-1 452-830207

1 1 8 E. Wellesley
Spokane, WA 99207
(509) 326-9221 or (509) 484-KITE

High Flyers Flight Co.

492 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
(40 1 ) 846-3262

Windy Top Deltas

Monsr. Schell 55
1 832 Lomas de Zamora
Buenos Aires, Argentina
(54) 1 -245-7945

Four Winds Kite Shop

Kites Fly'n Hi

1 91 1 Broadway, Everett, WA 98201
(425) 339-9334
Email: 4winds@eskimo.com

Texas

3333 Wallingford Ave. N
Seattle, WA 981 03
(206) 632-6 1 51 , Fax (206) 633-0301
E-Mail: goodwinds@aol.com

South Carolina

The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
Charleston, SC 29401
(803) 577-3529

Gasworks Park Kite Shop

Great Winds Kite Shop

P.O. Box 2 1 2 1
Alvin, IX 7751 2-2 1 2 1
(71 3) 581 -2728, Fax (71 3) 393-31 00
E-Mail: fun@jbrau com
http:Uwww.jbrau.com

402 Occidental Ave. South
Seattle, WA 981 04
(206) 624-6886, Fax (206) 624-9633
Hi-Flyers

55 Main St., Pacific Beach, WA 98571
(360) 276=8377

Buffalo Beano Company

801 University Avenue
Lubbock, TX 79401
(800) 788-BEANO, Fax (806) 763-KITE
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Unit 36 Chamorro Village
P.O. Box 4585
Agana, Guam 96932
(67 1 ) 472-4867, Fax (67 1 ) 472-4865

2868 W. Landing Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
(804) 426-5359, Fax (804) 426-7 1 90

203 Ridgeway Dr. , Baden, PA 1 5005
(41 2) 869-4488
www .citystar.comlwindstarkites

Buck-N-Blue Outdoors

Kinetic Kites

�

Chill Out

Jackite, Inc.

Windstar Kites of Greater Pittsburgh

6600 Ridge Road
Cincinnati, OH 452 1 3
(51 3) 631 -7223, Fax (51 3) 792-21 44

'I

I

29 Cool Creek Manor Drive
Wrightsville, PA 1 7368
(71 7) 252-o835, Fax (71 7) 252-0835

Big Sky Kites

�
/
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1 420 Yale Ave., Richmond, VA 23224
(804) 233-61 55, Fax (804) 233-61 55

Susquehanna Kite Company

& S Kites

i

!
1 -9-4 Hasegawa Riki Bldg.
Ebisunami, Shibuya-ku
"
Tokyo 1 50 JAPAN
81 -3-3760-7341 , Fax 8 1 -3-3760-7342

1 234 Windsor Dr. , Bedford, VA 24523
(703) 586-6846

Hang-em High Fabrics

2726 Tennyson Blvd. #0
Columbus, OH 43232
bskites@hotmail.com

Thomason's Sport Kites

222 West Third Street, P.O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA 1 8631
(71 7) 759-31 67, Fax (71 7) 759-31 67

Shinshia Yamate 1 F
Yamate Douri 3-24 Showa-ku
Nagoya 466 JAPAN
8 1 -52-741 -0683, Fax 8 1 -52-835-9987
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the offiCial Kite
Month Headquarters will provide free media and logistical support.
Our goal is to register 200 events during the
month.

!

What are you doing in April?

I

/ '99
A'Prl
- Kite Month
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Thirdly, we are planning to produce a complete
educational program, designed by teachers, that
can be used to bring kiting to the classroom as a
tool to teach science, math, history, art, ecology,
and aesthetics. We plan to make the program
available on the web and to promote it to every
teacher in the country. The complete package will
be ready for spring, 2000.

If you have a free afternoon next month, you're
invited to join the biggest kite happening ever
planned in North America. The AKA, in
cooperation with the Kite Trade Association has
declared April to be National Kite Month. This
exciting new promotional effort will premier in
1 999 with plans for the full program to be in
operation for spring 2000.

And finally, we intend to help the industry by
scheduling member receptions at local kite
stores where you can get "inside information"
and discounts on the newest kite products from
KTAI manufacturers.

Our goals for Kite Month are to encourage flying
and promote the joys of kiting as an educational,
recreational, and sporting pastime. To make that
possible, AKA and KTA are supporting a number
of projects.
First, we plan to provide professional media
support for the major kite events in an effort to
get them on national television, magazines, and
newspapers. Starting with the Smithsonian, and
including Maryland, Miami, and two new events
in Phoenix and Berkeley, Kite Month hopes to
use the excitement of these large scale events to
communicate what contemporary kiting is all
about.
Secondly, we want to encourage smaller local fun
f1ys, exhibitions, workshops and programs across
the country. We anticipate that every AKA club
and member merchant will put something on the
calendar. We urge individual members to
organize events too. To make this possible, AKA

•

Issue press releases to targeted national

I

and regional print media
promoting National Kite
Month and encouraging
kite flying. The releases
will include a list of registered events and retail
store contacts.
•

Sub-contract with a professional agency to
promote national television coverage of National
Kite Month with a special focus on the five large
festivals.
•
Issue press releases to local media
supporting every registered event organized by a
KTAI member or AKA Affiliated Club.

Kite Month Headquarters will also provide the
following support services:
•

I nstructions for registering and organizing a
participating kite festival,

•

Instructions for organizing a school kite
making project.

What can you do to get involved? Attend the big
events! Organize a local fly! Do two of them if
you like. More is better! Then contact your local
store and offer to help them with a reception!
Think it's too wet or cold outside? Schedule an
indoor demonstration! That's sure to get media
attention. And don't forget to call your local
school and offer to present a kite workshop.
Imagine, if only one-in-ten AKA members visits a
classroom, there will be 400 workshops across
the country.
To accomplish these goals, National Kite Month
Headquarters will provide the following direct
services:

0

•

Sarnple proclamations which can be
adopted by local or state governments.
•

Sample press releases and photos .

•

An official National Kite Month logo.

•
A "National Kite Month Web Site" where
information will be available for downloading by
local organizers, teachers, and members of the
media.
•
A "National Kite Month Hotline" for phone
questions and information.

We envision the web site to be set up as a "do-it
yourself' resource where a local Kiwanis Club
can obtain the necessary information to help

Support the
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Membership Application
o Register me as a Member Merchant
o Don't publish my name in the Dir.
o Don't distribute my name outside AKA

New Member
Renewal
Reinstatement

Name

Spouse___________

Address,____ E mai l,__________

___ Zip
'-------

City

State

Home Phone

_
_
_
_
_

Work Phone

Other Family Members_____________
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Charge (VisallMasterCard) #

_______

1 yr 2 yr

I N D IVIDUAL Kiting via 3rd class mail
ADDITIONAL FAM I LY per person
relatives living in same household
U.S. 1 st CLASS MAIL add
SPONSOR Kiting via 1 st class mail
includes tax deductible contribution

Exp. Date

__

Signature

25 48
4
8

8
15

1 00 200

3 yr Amount
71
12
22
300

International Members please add postage as follows:
CANADA or MEXICO
8 15
22
OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL
10 19
28
OVERSEAS AIR MAIL

25

48

70

TOTAL REMITTANCE
Please remit in U.S. dollars.
Sorry, we cannot take Canadian cheques.

_
_
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

My primary interest is:

o all kinds of kites

0 single line kites 0 multi-line kites

Referred by____________

My local cl ub____________
L

01/99 Kiting

For information call
800·AKA·2550

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Send this form with your payment to:

American Kitefliers Association
352 H u ngerford Drive

Rockville, MD 20850-4 1 1 7 USA
... ---------------....... .J
I J.

March / April 1999
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aka world aka world aka world aka worl d aka worl d aka world aka world aka
them organize their own local kite festival, and
where an elementary school teacher can obtain
all the information he or she needs to do short a
unit on kiting including some of the history,
physics and science as well as kiteplans and
instructions for holding a kitemaking class.

more people to kiting. Media will be provided by
professionals; instructions will be developed by
experts; and insurance and permits will be
provided by the parent organizations. But
success will depend on the initiative of
individuals and member businesses.

In order to properly manage all aspects of
National Kite Month, we're planning two stages
of implementation.

We need your involvement to make Kite Month
a success. Contact our national office to register
your Kite Month event. You can reach us by
phone at760-322-41 28, fax 760-770-04 1 5, or
email NationaIKiteMonth@KiteTrade.org. Kite
Month web pages can be reached through a link
on the AKA Web page ( www.AKA.Kite.org) or
the KTAI Web site (www.KiteTrade.org/
NationaIKiteMonth).

In the first year, April 1 999, our goal will be to
inform enthusiasts and encourage the organiza
tion of local events and workshops. Headquar
ters will collect event registrations and support
those events with press releases. We will also
make the effort to generate national media for
the larger events.
During the balance of 1 999, the Kite Month
project will prepare educational materials for use
on the web site and in classrooms. Our goal will
be to have all tools in place and on-line by the
end of the year and implement the full package
in April 2000.
The Kite Month project provides you with the
focus, tools and resources you need to draw

Antarctic Excursion Ends

Peter Hillary, the son o f Sir Edmund Hillary,
reached the South Pole with two other skiers,
Eric Philips and Jon Muir after a perilous journey
besieged with extreme cold, high winds and
blizzard conditions. When their trip began,the
team had hoped to trek from the Antarctic coast
line to the South Pole in an unassisted journey,
leaving supplies and returning to their point of
embarkment using Quadrifoil kites fortraction.
The return trip from the South Pole was not
attempted.

THE WORLDWIDE KITE RENDEZ-VOUS IS BACK
The Worldwide Kite Rendez-vous' sixth edition will be presented from June 23 to June 27,
1 999 at Parc Therrien in Verdun (Quebec, Canada). The international kite festival features
performances by approximately 200 kite fliers from several countries. Presenting kite flying
performances, demonstrations, and a long-awaited night flight, the festival is a fascinating
event for the whole family. Cultural events complete the program. For information, call (5 14)

765-7213.

FABRIC, SPARS, IND FlnlNGS
lor the modern kite builder
•

Experienced & Award winning kite builders.

•

Experienced AKA comprehensive kite building judge .

•

2 , 375 square feet devoted to kites & kite building.

•

Free USA shipping on retail orders over $50.00 .

•

1 0% off retail to all kite club members.

KITE STUDIO

800-KITE-991

•

6 1 0-395-3560

kbiferrl@fast.net

Recent acquisition ofthe building supply division ofthe
"High Fly Kite Company" allows us to now in vite retail AND
wholesale inquiries.

We applaud Fran Gramkowski for his

twentyyears of hard work and dedication to the kiting com
munity, and look forward to serving all his past customers.

Wescosville , PA 1 8 1 06 USA
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WHERE IT'S AT ...

The End of the World (as we know it) Is Near!

restaurants are
available just 1 0
miles away for
the camping
challenged.

by Corey Jensen

I am talking about that pesky Y2K thing.
You've heard about it haven't you? It goes
something like: Because we have built a
society and culture around transistors and
microchips, computers and embedded codes . . .
Because o f the relationships between
machines and a whole lot of other stuff in our
lives that we can only begin to imagine ...
Because of the internal 2 digit code used in
marking time/dates for computers and related
devices . . . We might have a problem when the
calender date goes from 1 999 to 2000. No
one seems to know for sure. Many talk in
soothing tones about everything being just
fme... Thank you very much. Nothing to
worry about. No need to withdraw your
money from the bank. Let's all fly to Hawaii
on New Years Day. Everything will be just
fme after 1 999 ... (Hum it to yourself.. . It has
a catchy rhyme)
From the other edge of the fringe, come those
who delight in the rant and rave. They speak
passionately about everything from the
Second Coming to the predictions of
Nostrodamus. Please save us from the
survivalists and mystics. They are trying to
scare us about a coming catastrophe. They
sound superstitious. They are the noises in
the dark that sound so frightening. I think
these were the people who's voices were the
loudest at Y I K. If you remember, that was
the beginning of the Dark Ages. We don't
want to listen to them again. We should be
smart enough to want to illuminate the night,
not fall victim to our fear of the darkness. I
am not afraid. I am in awe. Fear seems
pointless here. A sense of awe keeps the
focus on what is happening, while noticing as
much as possible. Fear usually narrows the
vision. The change of a millennium only
happens once in a lifetime. . . And then, only if
you're lucky. (We all know the real millen
nium begins Jan 1 , 200 1 but let's get used to
the idea it will take both before everyone is
convinced.) If any of the things predicted
actually come to pass ... Where do you want to
be? If things go wrong, or tum off. . .
Electricity... Phones, banks, utilities, gas
pumps, television, traffic lights, computers ...
If they all fall down . . . Why be at home if
nothing is working for a couple of days?
What fun is that?
Corey Jensen is a past president of the AKA,
an avid kiteflier and buggy enthusiast, an all
around, full-time kite expert and a part-time
aerial philosopher.

May I suggest everyone join us at El
Mirage Dry Lake in California's
Mojave Desert for the Millennium
Buggy Thang! Scheduled for the tum
ofY2K:
December 3 1 , 1 999 and a few days on
either side. Come on the 27th and play,
then buggy for a couple more days until
the gas pumps, atms and such get back
up and running.
The revolution will not be televised . . . But the
desert will be fully operational.
Many of us camp on the lakebed... There are
toilets, but no other facilities there. We bring
what we need. We camp in tents and vans
and motor homes. Power kites and buggys
everywhere . . . Ready to go at moments
breeze. Creating the camp, the feeling of
shared endeavor, is a large part of the
experience. As is sitting around a nightly
campfire, sharing stories and laughs.
Remember to bring firewood. Motels and

First
Class
KiteCo

A division of No�h Cloth/No� Sails

But the point is
to buggy
through the
change. Let
nature's winds
take you through
it. Science has
proven that
ripstop sailcloth
and land sailing
are protection against the effects of time ...
And that is what this is really about... The
passage of time . . . The time the original
programmers saw as being so far in the
future ... The time that must pass for the
superstitious ones to get it out of their
systems . . . The time needed to bring the
machines back on-line . . . The time we need to
reconnect with the powers around us . . . To
help us find our balance with the natural
world.
I don't want to keep harping on this . . . But it
sounds to me like buggy time!

KiteCo means affordable quality. Every batch
of our premium high-performance Nylon kite
fabric is thoroughly tested to ensure low
stretch, superior tearing and breaking
strength, uniform finish and consistent color.
Call KiteCo today at 203-877-7638 for a free
color sample card and pricing info.
1 89 Pepe's Farm Rd., Milford, CT 06460
e-mai l : brenda@ncloth.northsails.com fax: 203-878-9045

Madison s "Kites On Ice "
photos by Cra ig Wilson

Top left: The Decorators from England; Middle: George Peters' display
and the Monona Center; Top right: Dave Gomberg launching a
Triloibite; Bottom left: Robert Trepanier and Paj ama Man being
interviewed; Middle: Crowds on the Monona Terrace; Bottom right:
Ann Harris' Basking Shark on the frozen lake. On the Cover: aerial

photograph of crowds on the ice in Madison.
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Available from High Performance Kite Stores across America

