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Winter is coming. That means lots of snow for those who live up north. It also means that lots of
kites will be put away for a long winter's nap. But not in Madison, Wisconsin. Against a canvas of
snow, the city will be transformed into a panoply of color as the "Kites on Ice"
festival debuts in Madison over the weekend of February 12th, 1999.
"Kites on Ice, a Wisconsin Winter Kite Festival", will actually take place on the ice
of Lake Monona, as well as in front of and within the Monona Terrace Convention
Center. An array of indoor and outdoor activities are planned that include a showcase
of kite fliers and kite makers
from around the world,
historical displays from the Smithsonian
Institute and exhibits from the Drachen
Foundation.
Friday, February 12th, will be "Kids Day".
About 2400 seventh and eighth graders from .
Dane County will participate in an educational
kite program that incorporates Art, History,
English and Industrial Arts and that will
culminate in a "Fly-In" on the lake.

Ice covered Lake Monona in Madison, Wisconson

Inside KITING
this issue

K-FILES

Kitemakers Journal profiles two American
kite artists, Dale Vanderhoof of Weed, CA
and JoAnn Weber of Minneapolis, MN.

Saturday and Sunday events will include
outdoor and indoor kite flying, a Grand Launch,
Mega-Kite displays, Traction Kiting
and Stunt Kite shows. There will
also be kite building workshops, kite
painting and lectures. "Meet the
Artist" activities will involve. such
i
well known names as Ron & Sandy
Gibian, Robert Trepanier, Peter
Dolphin, Lee & Sue Sedgwick and
"Chicago Fire".
"Nite Lites & Kites" will illuminate
the night sky on Saturday evening,
February 13th. The kite show will
also feature music by the Madison
Symphony and a laser light display
by Laserlite FX from Canada.

Kites on Ice is produced by the non
profit Madison Festivals, Inc., and
photos by Craig Wilson
will benefit the Wisconsin Women' s
Health Foundation. Linda
Underwood (Madison Festivals) is event organizer and aerial photographer
Craig Wilson will serve as creative consultant.

Kites will take flight from the Monona Terrace Convention Center
-

If you'd like more information, you can contact Madison Festivals at 7818 Big
Sky Drive, Suite 205, Madison, Wisconsin 53719; phone (608) 831-1725. Or
you can visit their website at www.madfest.org.
by Karen Thomson

Also new in this issue:

Flight

Zone

Charles Stonestreet begins a new series,
discovering how AKA members become
hooked on kites. In the months ahead, he
will continue this examination of the inner
strings that lift ordinary people into the
"Flight Zone".

Sport Kite "Conference Reports"
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Looking over my last six columns, I realize that they were all general
information-precious little about what Marti and I have been doing. So
here's an end-of-the-year recap on my second year as your president.
January: I attended the Kite Trade Association convention in San Diego. I
listened, as an outsider, to kite industry concerns and plans and saw a lot of
great new kites. I met a number of new retailers, pitched them to become
AKA Member Merchants, and generally promoted the AKA. There was a
great demo fly for the public on the last day.
March: I made several new kites at the Ft.Worden Kitemakers Conference in
Washington state. The oldest and largest of the country's handful of annual
kite making retreats, this one had something for everyone. Later in the
month, we traveled to the Smithsonian Kite Festival on the Mall in our
nation's capital. The cherry blossoms were blooming, the crowds enormous
and the kites glorious. This has my vote as the nation's
best one-day festival .
April: First came t h e Bluebonnet Kite Festival in San
Marcos, Texas. Once again, this was a really well-run
event by the sponsoring all-women Lions Club, with lots
of volunteers. Then we traveled to our friend Takuko
Sato's festival in Fujisake, Japan. We were part of a
dozen international kiters Mrs. Sato hosted for a week
before flying at her delightful one-day event. My favorite
memory: a contest at Sato-san's dining room table
between Australian Michael Alvarez, Chicagoan Charlie
Sotich and myself. The object was to make a flyable
miniature kite out of nori (dried edible seaweed pressed
into thin, paper like sheets). If your kite didn't fly, you
had to eat it.
May: In Japan, we were joined by our son Craig and his
wife, who are teaching English there, for the all-Japan
Kite Festival in Uchinada. It was an incredible event
with a giant Japanese Edo kite, 1 00,000 spectators and
spectacular kites everyWhere. I let hundreds of
Japanese spectators fly my giant American Flag mega-sled. Almost
everyone said "sagoy!", which I think is Japanese for "Wow, this is great!".
Then, at the farewell party at our host Maasaki Modegi's Tokyo restaurant
and kite museum, I announced to the 50 guests that it was also Marti's
birthday. They went nuts, showering her with so much attention that now
she wants to go back to Japan for her birthday every year. �agoy!
Returning home, I made the Tulsa Kite Festival the next weekend, only an
hour from home. Rained out on Saturday, we retreated to a gym for indoor
flying, then had a great day on Sunday, Mother's Day. Craftily, I agreed to
supply sled-making materials if the sponsoring radio station would supply
volunteer builders of free kites. They were swamped all day-600 kites.
Two weeks later was our tenth Junction International Kite Retreat in Texas.
It was a bittersweet reunion with many, many friends, as it was announced
that this would be the last such event organized by Betty Street and Bill
Lockhart. But as always, it was kite nirvana; kitemakers from all over the
country and the world sharing their knowlege and passion.
June: There was only one festival, the Edmond Libertyfest in Oklahoma. We
had a nice site and weather, friendly kiters, but few spectators. On the other
hand, June marked the virtual end of our four-month kite program schedule;
we gave about 10 all-day programs and workshops at elementary schools,
and went through several thousand winders of string.

July: We attended a nice, relaxing one day event in Norman, Oklahoma and
then the Newport, Rhode Island festival. This was doubly nice because we
escaped a horrible heat wave in Oklahoma with our central air-conditioning
out-the new one had come in when we returned.
August: This month started with the Oklahoma City Balloonfest. Officials
there were mightily impressed by the kiters' demonstrations, and want to
give us more publicity (and expenses) next year. Then we started a month
long road trip with 8 days at the Washington State I nternational at Long
Beach. As always, an outstanding festival-one of the very best. Marti and I
signed up 40 AKA members over the week!
After only a couple days back home, it was off to England. Marti visited
family in London while I flew at the Portsmouth I nternational on the southern
coast. It was a super event with super wind! I flew and shared the big flag
for 6 hours on Saturday and 7 on Sunday-even more British spectators
have now flown it than Japanese.
September: Rejoining Marti in London, we visited family for several days
and then Ann and Chris Harris-wonderful British hosts. (Ann makes the
giant inflatables; she has a new one: a 3�' tall Merlin the Magician). We
attended the Bristol festival-the only kite event I know where the highway
department has erected stamped metal signs with directions to the festival.
This was a great event, on a hilltop park overlooking the city. We watched
Skydance's final exhibition as World Champions, as they had chosen not to
defend their title the next week at the World Cup. As the
British like to say, "brilliant".
Then it was on to Dieppe, France, for a fourth week "on
the road". Dieppe is one of Europe's biggest kite
festivals; 32 countries were represented-each with its
own tent furnished by the organizers. There were
hundreds of kiters, tens of thousands of spectators.
Unfortunately, the weather was erratic-an hour of rain,
an hour of sun and wind, then more rain, etc. It was the
most on-again, off-again festival I've ever seen, with the
sky blossoming with kites, then empty for the rain, and
then full again. An indoor symposium by the Drachen
Foundation, featuring historical Cody kites (real ones,
not replicas), and scientific uses of kites provided dry
indoor activities for two days. The World Cup, held at
the end of the week, suffered from more erratic
weather, and was won by the Japanese team After
shock. A personal highlight for me was seeing a novel
quad-line kite flying in strong wind-it was made with 9
empty plastic water bottles. The ends were cut off, the
remaining cylinders split vertically, and the 18 half-cylinders arranged in a
wide, corrugated rectangle held together by two horizontal spars through
holes in the sides of the bottles. French designer Didier Ferment has plans
on his web site: www.neuronnexion.fr/-dferment.
Returning home, I made a solo trip of two days to Palm Springs for a
"transition" meeting and training session with AKA convention manager, Jim
Miller, and a representative of Johnson Promotions, next year's convention
management team.
October: The AKA Convention in Ocean Shores!
In between all these trips, there were bi-monthly AKA board meetings,
columns to write for KITING and KiteLife, and hundreds of e-mails and
phone calls to answer. (I'm not going to take any more month-long road
trips; I 'm still trying to get caught up).
It's been a wonderful, exhilarating year. I probably traveled more than I
should have, and probably paid less attention than I should have to some
AKA leadership responsibilities, but it was a great year! Next year, maybe I
can stay home more and get a little more organized. I hope our lines cross
sometime in 1 999.
Good winds, Richard Dermer
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New Years
Resolutions!
With the New Year less than
a month away, I need to
make some resolutions, both
for myself andfor the AKA.
Resolution One
I resolve this organization will be
more fun oriented in the coming year!

\�X\�
'\�

...

From the e-mails, letters and phone calls that
come into AKA Headquarters, I can get a
pretty good feel for what's happening in the
kite world. And ya know, folks, it feels just a
bit too serious out there at times. It amazes
me that there are people who can define the
word "kiting" without using the word "fun".
Fun is where it is at in the AKA and where it
should always be.
So, I intend to do whatever I can in the
coming year to see to it that you all have
more opportunities to have fun in the AKA contests, puzzles, more kite plans; I am
working on it!
To start it off, we have three kite-related
puzzles here at AKA HQ. If you would like a
copy of them, let me know and I will get
them to you. A SASE would be nice, but not
necessary. Shucks, I might even let you know
the answers.

those who have joined the group
Executive
lately so you can see if there are new
fliers in your area. We have explored
the possibility of a member survey.
But why wait for a "formal" survey?
Please let us know your response to
the following important question by
December 151 "What food do you most
associate with the flying of kites and why?"

Director

Mel Hickman

���
��

Resolution Four
(The Most Important
One)

Resolution Three
I resolve that more of the good
ideas that come into AKA HQ
will be put into action.
It's frustrating, folks, the number of good
ideas and suggestions that are shared with
AKA HQ, but can't be used or developed
because of lack of time or bodies. Wasting an
idea or suggestion is like wasting a part of
the mind.
To resolve this problem, I think we need to
better utilize the resources and capabilities of
our members (we're talking volunteers) and
to make more use of our committees. Those
willing to be volunteers or members of
committees will not be ignored. Those of you
who have volunteered in the past, we surely
do appreciate your efforts.

I resolve that every effoo possible to support
and serve. to recruit and retain. and to enjoy
kiting with the members of our great
association will be made. Period!
That is what the Executive Director is all about,
folks. That is what the Board of Directors is all
about. Let us know how we are doing!
New Y ear's Resolutions? Isn't
is a bit early?
I forgot to men
tion that I was
referring to the
new AKA Fiscal
Y ear that begins
November 1, 1998.
Happy New Y ear!

Speaking of fun, what a sight it would be to
have the Republicans and the Democrats
battling it out in a rokkaku battle in the
Reflecting Pool in Washington, D.C..

Resolution Two
I resolve that no one will be
concerned about a communication
gap in the AKA
.

What is also amazing and amusing is that with
all the electronic and physical means of
exchanging facts, thoughts and ideas we have
in the AKA we often fail to communicate.
Part of the problem is that, for the most part,
"we" don't know who "we" are.
,

How many AKA members do you know on a
first name basis? Do you know that we have
members who have won major entertainment
industry awards in our midst? ... professional
athletes? ... members in 28 countries?
We need to get a bit more "personal" here in
the AKA We are already starting the practice
of doing more features about members and
clubs in KITING. We are considering listing
.

First
Class
KiteCo

A division of North Cloth/North Sails

KiteCo means affordable quality. Every batch
of our premium high-performance Nylon kite
fabric is thoroughly tested to ensure low
stretch, superior tearing and breaking
strength, uniform finish and consistent color.

Call KiteCo today at 203-877-7638 for a free
color sample card and pricing info.

189 Pepe's Farm Rd., Milford, CT 06460
e-mail: brenda@ncloth.northsails.com fax: 203-878-9045
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Regional Directors
Region 1 New England

Region 9 Intermountain

CT-NH-MA-ME-R/-VT-NY

AZ-ID-NM-NV-OR-UT

Sarge Cleaves (1998)
307 Pierremount Ave.
New Britain, CT 06053
(860) 223-0001 voice/fax
region1 @aka.kite.org

Robin Loehr (2000)
PO Box 270
Rockaway Beach, OR
97136
(503) 368-7114
region9@aka.kite.org

Region 2

Northeast

NJ-PA-downstate NY

Andy Gelinas (1998)
16 West T hird Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
(610) 867-3313
region2@aka.kite.org

Region 3 Mid-Atlantic

Region 10 Northwest
AK-WA

Robin Haas (2000)
6103 187'h PI. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98037
425-670-3963
region1 O@aka.kite.org

DC-DE-MD-VA-W V

Region 11 N. California

Jon Burkhardt (1998)
10113 Lloyd Road
Potomac, MD 20854
(301) 424-6976
region3@aka.kite.org

Monterey County North

Region 4

Southeast

AL-FL-GA-KY-MS-PR-NC-SC-TN

Thomas Mason (1998)
10 Runner Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410
(912) 652-5468
region4@aka.kite.org

Region 5 Great Lakes

Tom McAlister (2000)
6809 Del Monte Ave.
Richmond View, CA 94805
(510) 235-5483
regionll@aka.kite.org

Region 12 S.CallPacific
Southern CA-Hl

Mark Brownton (2000)
PO Box 9038
San Bernadino, CA 92407
(909) 880-0015 ph/fax
regionI2@aka.kite.org

MI-OH

Region13 International

Robyne Gardner (1999)
2672 Sand Road
Port Clinton, OH 43452
(419) 734-5880
region5@aka.kite.org

Tomas Sasaki (2000)
Higashi Tamachi 5-22-102
Kawagoe-shi, Saitama-Ken
350-11 JAPAN
(+81) 49-246-2657
region13@aka.kite.org

Region 6 Midwest
IA-IL-IN-MN-W I

Int'l. Liaison Europe

Alan Sparling (1999)
1497 Fairway Drive, #102,
Naperville, IL 60563
(630) 369-9682
region6@aka.kite.org

Martin Lester
20a Backfield Lane
Bristol BS2 8QW
U. K. (+44) 117-924-2723
europe@aka.kite.org

Region 7 Great Plains

Int'l. Liaison S. Pacific

CO-KS- MO-MT- ND-NE-SD-W Y Peter Lynn

Chris Moore (1999)
33525 W. 143rd Street
Gardner, KS 66030
(816) 333-9041
region7@aka.kite.org

Region 8 South Central
AR-LA-OK-TX

Troy Gunn (1999)
4800 Brookdale, #159-R,
Wichita Falls, TX 76310
(940) 691-8522
region8@aka.kite.org

107 Alford Forest Rd.
Ashburton, New Zealand
(+64) 3-308-4538
south-pacific@aka.kite.org

Int'l. Liaison Canada
Richard Gareau
5085 Blvd. Notre Dame #309
Chomedy, Laval, PQ
H7W 1 V6 Canada
(514) 948-4878
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AKA Sport Kite Commissioners
Be sure to send the scores from your event to your
commissioner & e-mail to: scores@aka.ldte.org
Northwest

Northeast

Forrest Cary
37 Columbia Street, #A
Wakefield, RI 02 879-32 01
401 -789-4503
ne_conf@aka.kite.org

Dawn Benedict
1 81 12 S. Cedarbough
Arlington, WA 9822 3
306-435-332 5
nw_conf@aka.kite.org

Southeast

Pacific

Larry Bates
5594 Needleton Ave.
Woodbridge, VA22 1 93
703-590-2 695
se_conf@aka.kite.org

Darrin Skinner
2 381 Nobili Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95051
408-554-8399
pacific_conf@aka.kite.org

Central

Midwest

Jerry Hershey
1 345 North Pine Grove Ct.
Wichita, KS 672 12-5671
31 6-773-1 376
central_conf@aka.kite.org

AI Hargus
32 96 Thornway Drive
Columbus, OH 432 3 1
6 1 4-475-8468
mw_conf@aka.kite.org

AKA Committees
Aerial Photography ...... Craig Wilson at (608) 831-6770

Annual Meeting ......... Tom McAllister (510) 235-5483
........................................ annual_meeting@aka.kite.org

Archives & Records ........ Mel Hickman (503) 717-0627
A�oo . ... .... ... ...... . . . .. ... . . . .. . . .. ... . . .. .. . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

By-laws ............................ Ted Manekin (212) 254-6630

a kite, fabric, all types and
colors, spars, line, hardware
and more! We stock most
stunt kite fittings. Books,
kite kits, rubber stamps,
decorative thread, speciality
films and thd list goes on...

Kite Juilding
Supply Catalog

llang-em l£igli raErics
1420 t]afe ;we.

1420 Yale Ave.

Richmond, Va.

23224 U.S.A.
Mon - Fri lOam - lOpm

!l{ichmmuf, tVa. 23224

PhoneIFax 8041233-6155
nee. 1997
Editinn 14

PhonejFax: 804-23).6155
Ask for your free 'Mega'
Same or next day shipments
Catalog today.
E-mail tmarvin@erokcom
Visa, Me, Discover I
Home page http://WIVIV.ci�star.comjhang-em-high

Club Liaison ............... Robyne Gardner (419) 734-5880
c 1ubs@aka.kite.org

. . . .. . . . . . ....... . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Education ........................ Kay Buesing (206) 665-5744

Elections .................. Betty Hirschmann (609) 854-5520

AVE

Electronic Opportunities ... Chuck Sigal (510) 524-3459
.

..

. .. .. ... electronic@aka.kite.org

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

H

Festivals/Competitions .. Darrin Skinner (408) 554-8399
. . . . . .. . . . .. ... ... .... ... .. . . ... ... .... ...... .. ... .. festivals@aka.kite.org

International ............... David Gomberg (541) 996-3083

YOU BEEN MISSING the premier source of kite

news? Kite Lines is the exdting, colorful, authorita

tive journal of the international kite community.

It's packed with plans, techniques, personalities, events,

Kite Art ............................ Janene Evard (405) 226-0285

reviews (of stunters and one-liners), in-depth feature articles

Industry Liaison (Mfgrs) Jon Trennepohl (313) 454-3760
Industry Liaison (Retailers) ........................................... .

and unusual advertisements--all in an awarded magazine,

Kitemaking Competition ... Steve Ferrel (610) 395-3560

kiting's standard of reference since 1977.

Don't miss another inspiring issue of Kite Lines.

Membership ................ Suzanne Edison (203) 531-1084

Subscribe NOW!

Merchandise ................... Andy Gelinas (610) 867-3313
Nominating ...................... Suzie Edison (203) 531-1084

"I WONDER If 11IERE'S ANOTHER SINGLE HUMAN-MADE'OlijEcr Qum so

.............................................. nominations@aka.kite.org

SPECIAL AS THE KITE. KITE LINES BRINGS US THE HuM, THE MUSIC OF TIlE

Power Kiting ............ Fran Gramkowski (609) 429-6260

LINE.IT's OUR MAGAZINE."
-Tal Streeter, AmeriClJn sculptor and kite authority

Publicity ............................. Phil Broder (3 I 9) 753-3436
.......................................... publicrelations@aka.kite.org

Safety & Ethics .............. Sarge Cleaves (860) 223-000 I

Search Committee .......... Jon Burkhardt(30 I) 424-6976

Sport Kite ........ Dave & Sherrie Arnold (703) 765-5668
............................................... .... sportkite@aka".kite.org

Fighter Kites ................ Richard Gareau (514) 948-4878

AKA Convention Manager
Jim Miller
43 Augusta Drive
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
(760) 770-0405
convention@aka.kite.org

Founder of the American Kitejliers
Association - Robert Ingraham

r--------------------------------------,
CIRCLE
SUBSCRIPTION
DESIRED
USA & possessions
All other countries and
USA First Class (in·
cludes air·lift service)

Mail to P.O. Box

$16.00

$29.00

$22.00

$39.00

466, Randallstown, MD 21133, USA. Or
41()'922-1212 or fax: 41()'922-4262.

charge by phone:

Foreign payments must In U.S. dollars through a U.S. bank,
the post office, or by VISA or MasterCard.

Name ___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City _______ State/Country______ Zip
Start subscription with:
Payment:

Q Next

Q Check enclosed

Card number

issue

Charge to:

Q Current
Q VISA

____

issue

Q MasterCard
Expiration date _____

Cardholder's signature _________________________________

L ______________________________________ �
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These Little Town
Blues! NY, N Y!
Hello kite enthusiasts,
WQXR, the radio station of The
New York Times, aired a story

about a ban on kite flying in a
Brooklyn park located near the
foot of the Verranzano Narrows
Bridge, adjacent to the Belt
Parkway. I believe this is the
home field of masters team,
Traffic Jam. The reason stated for
the prohibition is that the kites
are a distraction and thereby
responsible for the poor driving
skills and sloppy techniques of
the motorists.

Anyone who has ever driven the Belt Parkway is aware that this
particular group of motorists is distracted by everything. It is difficult to
understand why, just a few miles from the cultural and financial capital
of the world, a flat tire or stray hub cap still attracts and astonishes
most-as if it were the first sighting. Holding kites to blame for the
lack of discipline, lack of courtesy and lack of responsibility of adult
human beings is the ultimate in ridiculousness. It is quite understand
able that motorists find the kites attractive, perhaps especially so along
the Belt Parkway. What is not understandable is the logic behind the
decision to hold the kites and kite enthusiasts responsible for the
actions of a group of discourteous motorists. I thought kite prohibition
was the prerogative of radical fundamentalists.
I wonder if you are aware of any organized challenge to this ban, by
individuals or groups, at either the local, regional or national level. I
would like to be in contact with anyone working to challenge this ban.

Roger,
We always enjoy receiving and reading "KITING". This issue
(September) is not as fun to read as others. Stoney and I both com
mented that the gray pictures in
the center of some pages make the
words very difficult to read. (Is
age really creeping up on us?)
Lovely to look at but hard to read!
Your ever alert and faithful reader,
Laura Stonestreet
Richmond, VA

Laura,
Are you sure that the photo
underneath isn't just more
appealing to look at? I admit
sometimes we go too far to be artistic. For now on we will work our
graphics like this with the beautiful picture in the middle. -ed

N Y *!;?*!?;?*!

(continued)

We even have the Mayor of NYC involved in this. The police have
confiscated a few kites and threatened us with a summons and jail time
if we continue to fly. Being extreme kite enthusiasts we must continue
to fly! We are in NO WAY causing any harm to any human or animal.
A few friends and I have gathered over 500 signatures in the past
month to try to overturn this ban. We have had the local radio stations
poking fun at the city and major newspapers running articles.
We are looking for any other suggestions or help that you can provide
us. If you would like to get in touch with me you can call me at 718821-6136. Thank you for your time.

Nicholas Cosmo

Nicholas,
The ban on kite flying in Dyker Beach Park is of great
concern to many New York area kite flyers,
including Tommy Brunning of Queens who is
trying to challenge the ban. Here s what
he has to say:

f?·?*f
f·?
*.
, .*.., . .
Would you believe
they banned kite
flying in Dyker Beach
Park, Brooklyn NY ?
After 30 years of families
flying here, it has now
become a public safety hazard.
Highway police say that we are
the cause of traffic on the Belt
Parkway. This parkway always has
traffic whether kites are flown or not.
Letters, photos and articles to KITING

are all appreciated. Please allow six

weeks ahead of publication dates when
submitting.

Tommy Brunning, Fellow Kite Pilot

Below articles ("NY Daily News" & "New York Magazine" )
were attached to the email from Tommy Brunning.
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Air Force Reconnaissance
Here are three shots that I took at the kite festival at the Air Force
Museum at Wright Patterson near Dayton, Ohio. The reason you don't
see any kites in the shot is that they had already gone home when I was
finally allowed to fire up my radio to control my lofted camera. It
seems that a giant scale model airplane meet was taking place just
about I mile away on an unused runway and I was forced to keep my
radio frequency idle while those $20,000 model planes flew stunt
routines all day long. I still had a blast flying kites in some tmtypical
great winds for their event. Uncle Wilbert (who helped organize the
event) credited me with bringing the wind and assured me that if that
was indeed the case I was a shoe-in for a return trip next year.
As you know, Brooks is stepping down from the position of Editor of
the aerial eye and is, as of this writing, putting his last issue to bed and
in the mail. I am hoping to carry on along with Chuck Henderson and
retain our readers and reputation. We are hoping to not miss a beat and
get the next issue out on schedule which would be late November or
early December.
Hope to see you at Ocean Shores,
Craig M. Wilson
Madison, WI

Brooks deserves an award for all of his hard work, and improving
kiting as we know it today. The aerial eye makes one want to take up
photography, it is so full of great technical information, but after you
see it you want to subscribe for the pictures alone. J am sure that you
and Chuck will do a great job carrying the focus fonvard. Thanks for
the great photos! . -ed

Aerially Challenged? No Way!
On July 26, 1998, Kites Over New England and the AKA sponsored a
very important event in Salem, Massachusetts. The Americans with
Disabilities Act Day was a great success due to volunteers from KONE
and AKA We organized the kitemaking and flying event associated
with the Independent Living Center in Salem, MA, a non-profit
organization run by and for people with disabilities. People with
limited mobility and other disabilities, or other abilities as I like to call
them, were thrilled with kite flying as a possible fun and stress-free
recreational activity.
.

There are plans in the works to form a Disabilities Committee in the
AKA, based on discussions with Marti Dermer. Please let me know if
you are flying kites and have disabilities or know people that are in the
AKA I would like to communicate with you!!
.

Clare Giuffrida (kitegypsy@juno.com)
Marblehead, MA

What a great idea! This should tie in with our Education Committee, as
well.

Flying Places
My regional director, Tom McAlister, suggested I e-mail a suggestion I
had for KITiNG. While traveling, I often carry a few kites with me just
in case I see a good spot to fly. I was thinking that KITING could
include a small column or article in each issue identifying the lesser
known or secret flying spots around the country (or world!). AKA
members could submit a brief description of these hidden jewels, what
is good about the spot and where it is. The AKA editorial staff would
select one or two of the most intriguing for inclusion. This is similar to

the favorite B&B sections you often see in the Sunday newspaper travel
sections. I think it could be fun to try some of these flying fields in our
travels. What do you think?
Darril dela Torre
J think this is a great idea. We could establish guidelines for this for all

of our members. Such as description of the area, tourist information
and phone numbers, photo, best time of year, directions, lodging,
historical points of interest, local kite clubs, restrictions, and jilrther
classify for types of kite flying. Also, weather and wind speed informa
tion could be usejit!. Send me one for next issue! -ed
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Empty Places in the Sky
Craig Seeland
In a tragic accident,
Craig Seeland of
Eatontown, NJ was
taken from us on August
5th, 1998. Craig was a
SJKF and MOCK
member who could often
be found flying his
favorite kite, the MEFM, along the Jersey Shore,
particularly in Belmar. He was often helpful with
the set up for events for Fly Away Kites. Craig
won numerous awards in Stunt Kite Precision
Competitions up and down the East Coast and his
dog was his faithful companion. Craig was
honored at the Belmar Festival held on September
12 with a special ascension of his kites. His
brothers have donated Craig' s kites to SJKF for
their leam-to-fly program, so that in the future,
Craig'S kites will be flying and helping others to
enjoy what he loved so much.

Ed Weidner
Ed Weidner of Monmouth Junction, NJ passed
away suddenly on October 2. Ed's background
was in television, and he was a pioneer in sport
kite videos, producing all five of the East Coast
Stunt Kite Championships videos (1986-1990).
The video tapes capture the beginnings of
competitive sport kiting with performances by Ron
Reich, Lee Sedgwick and Top of the Line. "Fast
Eddie" assembled the crews and arranged all of
the post production work along with partner Dan
Barron. Together with Fran Gramkowski and
Roger Chewning, they formed Up In The Air
Productions.
Ed enjoyed flying kites and was responsible for
introducing many to the joys of kite flying. He was
a regular flyer on the beach in Surf City, New
Jersey. A memorial fly is being planned for
October 3, 1999.

Kiting

YOU FLEW WHAT? WHERE?
By Barb Hall
In 1997, I flew 2,041 kites. My Hershey Parasled was flown on the beach in Venice, Italy on
September 26, 1997. At the 1995 Tulsa AKA Convention, 217 of my kites took to the air.
How do I know this? A fantastic memory? Hardly! Since 1990, keeping flight records has
enhanced the enjoyment of my kite flying.
Initially, with only a few kites, a pocket size spiral notebook was big enough to hold my
records. However, with 325 kites, which doesn't include many "retired" kites, the records
are contained in a three-ring zippered loose-leaf binder weighing over five pounds.
Actually, I keep two separate sets of records. One is a small folder with graph paper sheets
listing 25 kites on a page in categories such as deltas or diamonds. This logbook is taken
with me when I fly and the date and success level of the flight as well as the location are
recorded. In the large loose-leaf notebook, each kite has its individual page with a heading
giving the name, type of kite, cost and store or catalog from which it was purchased and also
the date of purchase. The rest of the page has columns giving the flight date, wind velocity,
success of the flight, location, city, state and comments.
Wind velocity is a rough approximation from light to moderate to strong with a plus or
minus as needed. Flight success is rated from M- to S+. M- is less than a moderately
successful flight but at least the kite did fly, without the need for the flier to constantly back
up in order for the kite to maintain altitude. Anything worse than this is not considered a
flight so is not entered in the records. An S+ is rarely given and demands a perfect launch,
flight, retrieval and some unusual circumstance. This could be an event such as the time that
three Joel Scholz butterflies were flying beautifully in a branch formation. The wind died
and they crashed. While flying another kite, the wind sprang up and they re-Iaunched into
the sky to dance among the clouds. Another memorable event was flying Martin Lester's
Legs on the deck of the Noordam while sailing through the Inside Passage to Alaska.
The location column includes information such as an abbreviation (B for beach), Holiday Inn
parking lot, Mississippi Levee or Portage Glacier near Anchorage. City and State are self
explanatory and the Comment column contains the names of Kite Fests or crew as well as
crashes, unusual happenings or recommendations for structural modifications.
The kite that has flown the most, 109 times, is my Hershey Parasled. It was a mail order
premium in 1991 costing $6.95 in addition to 6 candy bar wrappers. Ironically, I was on a
diet at the· time so I gave the candy bars to friends and sent in the wrappers. Some of the
places it has flown include the Pentagon, the Grand Canyon, Hoover Dam, Pier 39 in San
Francisco, Rockefeller Center, Bermuda, the Bahamas and London, England.
The records are all handwritten. I've considered keeping them on the computer but the
thought of entering that enormous amount of data is overwhelming. I'd much rather update
the log while watching TV than scroll through computer records. It's really fun to remember
the Kite Fests and special kite people while reviewing my record sheets.
My goal is to fly kites in every state and it's almost a reality. North and South Dakota and
Hawaii are the only states left and summer plans should take care of the Dakotas. After
Hawaii, come the Canadian Provinces, the Mexican States, Europe and the rest of the world!

Barb Hall is a member of the South Jersey Kite Fliers, and last month she was flying those
butterflies at the Liberty Kite Fest. I wish I had snapped a photo of her. I wonder if she flew
at the Statue of Liberty monument as well?

We have Lots of Fabric CHEAP!
Must Sell- Approximately 500 yards- from hot air balloon - Great Savings!

Call Howard at

Balloon Adventures

1625 Emerson Street, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Eddie, with Dan Barron on the beach in Surf City,
NJ, checking the lines!

904-399-2882 /904-399-2883 fax
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Flight Zone
by I. Emma Phoul

Peter Dolphin, Merchantville, New Jersey
The great red beard is a little scary--akin to approaching Erik the Red or
Beowulf; there are a lot of things that might happen and none of them very
good. But Peter Dolphin surprises. It's as if he hides behind the whiskers
while he decides whether or not you are worth serious attention. If you pass

Dennis Smith, Summit, New Jersey
Smith? How do you talk to Dennis? He's rapid-fire, he's hip, oblique,
obscure, and gone again. Plenty offree PAH-kin. Guitar, manning the mike,
generous teacher of
kitology.
June, ' 98--0Id
Dominion SKC.
"Dennis, I want to
ask you a serious
question." He stops
and sits. "Yeah?"
(Full attention. Now
here's a side I
haven't seen.) "What
first drew you to
kiting and what made
you stay with it?"
"You really want to
know? I got dumped. There was this girl. I thought she was the one and
she dumped me. Total surprise. So I was kind of drifting around looking for
something beside music to occupy my mind and I went to this balloon festival
in New Jersey. I was just milling around, taking in the sights, and I spotted
this booth where they were selling these kite thingies. It caught my attention
and I bought a Delta one-liner. Spur of the moment; it looked like fun. After I
flew it a few times, I wanted a little more excitement so I bought my first dual
line stunter. The first time I flew it-Whoa! What is this? I went to my first
competition in Florida and I had a blast. I knew that this was something I had
to pursue. Next, I went to the competition at Belmar. That was where I met
Dorothy (Wagner). I had no idea she played guitar in the beginning; I just
wanted to be around her, like everyone else, because she was pretty. When I
found that she played guitar, I asked her to join me for a few sessions. Out
of that, we formed Aerial Acoustics. Why have I stayed? So many good
things have happened to me because of kiting that I decided to stay around
to see what else it would bring me. So far, I haven't
been disappointed. There's the Ultra connection
and the jam session at Wildwood, the friends, the

the test, he opens up and shares his thoughts freely and directly. Beneath
the gruff exterior is a pretty decent guy who obviously derives boundless joy
from his chosen recreational pursuit. Luckily, I passed through the defenses
unscathed. Wildwood Beach, Memorial Day 1 998--Monday Fun Fly. All but
the flintiest die-hards were gone.
There was Peter, intent on flying
two fighter kites on the same line,
alone but quite occupied. Since
we were flying in approximately
the same area, I approached and
asked if he would be interested in
trying my two with his two. "Of
course!" We watched in
amazement as the four fighters
performed some spectacular
stunts while a small crowd of
admirers gathered--some braving
possible abject failure in
exchange for a turn. As we
wrapped up, I asked, "What was
it that first attracted YOl:J.tG:kites,
Pete?". "My story isn't too
interesting. I got a Flexi for
Christmas and I was impressed
with its speed and the control I could exercise. That was it.", There had to be
more than that and there was. It took some thought provoking questions to
get him rolling; after that, there was the flood.
"It was Christmas, 1 985. We celebrate Christmas as a family - open our
presents over an hour or so--my wife and daughters and me. I opened a gift
from my wife and discovered a purple, six foot f1exi. I wasn't too familiar with
kites. "Oh, a kite," I said, without much comprehension. My wife explained

that she had seen a guy flying one at Cooper River Park and bought it on
impulse because I'm kind of hard to buy for. The 'guy' later became my
friend, Fran Gramkowski. My wife tried to explain how the thing worked; of
course, it was the blind leading the blind but, somehow, I got the idea. We
went to the park the next day. We hooked up the Skybond to the

flying bar and we did the 'Wife Holds Up The Kite for Hubby Thing'

places - I can't wait for the next wave."

and it took off. I was intrigued by the speed and by the fact that it
could be controlled. I only flew about an hour; it was pretty cold.

Poof! Suddenly he's Dennis again and he's gone,

But the experience was exciting for me. I saw great potential. I

offering advice to a field crew, wise-cracking,
buzzing from group to group. Don't cry for me
ARG-en-Tee-NA.

Flight Zone is a new feature column by
Charles Stonestreet. Beginning in this issue
Charles (Stoney) looks at AKA members and
what lured them to first flight. "Stoney" and
his wife Luara are avid kite fliers from
Richmond, Virginia. He often writes by the pen
name of 1. Emma Phoul.

knew I would be back. Within six months, I had purchased
another Flexi followed by an Hawaiian Team Kite during a trip to the
West Coast. Fran Gramkowski told me about the National
Convention at Newport , RI where I saw Don Tabor flying a ballet
routine to "Round, Round, Get Around" by the Beach Boys . That
really blew me away. I never, in my wildest dreams, ever imagined
where kiting would take me and, looking back over the past 1 3
years, I realize that m y life without kiting would have been pretty
drab."
Have you still got the f1exi, Pete? Well, maybe we ought to leave
room for some speculation about that.

Calendar Listings?

Send your event infonnation to: "AKA KITING"
232 W. Trenton Avenue, MOiTisville, PA 19067.
Include the name, activities, dates, location, contact & phone number.

10

Kitevents
November
1
MKS Halloween Fly
Bloomington, MN
Brad Klages (61 2) 866-9055
GLKS Auction
Depew, NY
Edward Jozwiak (71 6) 896-3454
7
KaNE Indoor Fly
Marblehead, MA
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290
Sky Pilots Fall Fun Fly
Reading, PA
Gerry Reidel (71 7) 846-221 4
National Gallery Rokkaku Battle
On the Mall, Washington, DC
Sky Festivals (21 5) 736-371 5
7-8
4th South Padre Island Kite Fest
South Padre Island, TX
Cathy Geyerman (956) 761 -7484
Georgia International Sport Kite
Championships, Tybee Island, GA
Tom Mason (912) 232-7201
8
CKC Turkey Day Fly
Savin Rock, West Haven, CT
Jim Bumett (860) 659-8747
1 3-14
WOW Workshop - Bobby Stanfield
Silver Spring, MD
Mike VanMeers (301 ) 948-0559

14
SJKF Workshop - Elephant making
Gloucester County Library, NJ
Mike Dallmer (21 5) 722-4092

6
HKS Christmas Pitch-In Luncheon
Anderson Airport, IN
Hoosier Kitefliers (765) 453-2977

15
Hoosier Kitefliers Annual Meeting/
Auction, Markleville, IN
Hoosier Kitefliers (765) 453-2977

26
Ed Liphardt Birthday Fly
Chicago, IL
Charlie Sotich (773) 735-1353

I-Maginations "Play It By Air"
5th Fall Kite Fiesta, Arthur Pack Park
Tucson, AZ, Bryan (520) 326-3442

31 - January 1
San DiegoAnnual New Year's Day
.
Fly and Auction
Mariners Point, San Diego, CA
Ron Despojado (61 9) 587-8738

21 - 22
Burnet Kite Festival
Burnet, TX
Dennis Phillips (51 2) 858-2549
27 - 29
Galveston 5th Annual Buggy Blast
Galveston, TX
Keith Anderson (71 3) 943-5674
28
Friends & Family Fly
Hazelwood Park, Maplewood, MN
Pam Hodges (61 2) 735-5373

December
5
KaNE Indoor Fly
Marblehead, MA
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290
Kites With Lights
Jockey's Ridge, Nags Head, NC
Kitty Hawk Kites (800) 334-4777
WOW Holiday Party
Silver Spring, MD
Katy McDougald (301) 776-9004

January
New Year's Kite Fly
Lynn, MA
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290
New Year's Fly & Potluck
North Park, Lakeville, MN
Craig Christensen (61 2) 435-7406

Kiting
22-24
6th Oregon Kitemakers Retreat
Guests include Stretch Tucker, Jose
Sainz, Scott Hampton and more . . .
Rockaway Beach, O R
(360) 699-4871

February
7
St. Paul Winter Carnival'S Frosty
Fingers Kite Fly, St. Paul, M N
Craig Christensen (612) 435-7406
1 2 - 14
Kites on Ice
Monona Terrace Convention Center,
Lake Monona, Madison, WI
Craig Wilson (608) 831 -6770
13
Newport Indoor Open
Newport, RI
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290

Beat the Bowls Fun Fly
Location to be determined
Great Winds Kites (206) 624-6886

14
4th No Wind Classic
Newport, RI
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290

15 - 17
Treasure Island Sport Kite
Competition, Treasure Island, FL
Sandy (800) 762-5483

20 - 2 1
High Noon - High Flyers
Newport, R I
Ralph Reed (978) 937 -8290

17
MKS Lake Minnetonka Fun Fly
Spring Park, M N
Julie Renner (61 2) 935-8239

March

20-23
Kite Trade Association International
Trade Show, Clearwater, FL
(800) 243-8548

1 9 - 21
1 6th Annual Fort Worden Kitemakers
Conference
Ft. Worden State Park, Port
Townsend, WA
Bob Alford (425) 888-281 2

To find out about

Monthl

Scheduled Club Activities

Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club
2nd Saturday of the month
Cooper's Lake Campground
Portersville, PA
Paul Shirey (724) 295-0645
Kansas City Kite Club
2nd Sunday of the month Club flies
Johnson County CC,
Overland Park, KS
(913) 894-5483
Kites Over New England
1 st Saturday of the month, all year
Nahant Causeway, Lynn, MA
Sept thru May -1 st Sat.of the month
Indoor fly, Marblehead High Gym 6-9
Ralph Reed (978) 937-8290

Lavender Winds Kite Club
2nd Sunday @ noon (March-Oct.)
North of Sand Gregorio State Beach
.
Brian or Mark (5 1 0) 797-6997
http://members.aol.com/kitebear
Lehigh Valley Kite Society
2nd Monday ofthe month
Club Meetings (61 0) 867-4999
1 st Sunday of the month fly,
Louise Moore Park, Bethlehem, PA
Lilac City Wind Chasers
Fun fly every Tuesday (4 pm til dark)
Friendship Park, Spokane, WA
Maryland Kite Society
Every 3rd Sunday of the month
Glenwood Park, Inwood, MD

-

FI

Midwest Winds Kiteflyers
Club Meeting 2nd Wednesday of the
Month at Shoney's (Omaha, NE)
Clubflyfollowing Sunday
Randy Fox (402) 330-7271
North Coast Sky Painters
2nd Weekend of the month
.
IIlahee Beach, Ocean Shores, WA
Eric Halverson (503) 537-081 7

AKA sanctioning
for your event call

1-800-252-2550.

San Diego Kite Club
3rd Saturday of the month
Mission Bay (south of the Hilton)
John Rogers (events)(61 9) 691 -8640
Topeka Kitefliers
First Sunday of the month
.
Governor's Mansion, Topeka, KS
Jim Aune (91 3) 862-541 3

Northwest Buggy Pilots Association
4th Saturday every month at
Wash-Away Beach, Grayland, WA.
Morrie Williams (206) 788-6355

Westport Wind riders
4th Saturday of every month,
Grayland Beach approach in
Grayland, WA; potluck in the evening
Creda Axton (360) 491 -3229

Pierce County Kitefliers Association
Meetings last Thursday of the month
Summit Branch of Pierce County
Library, Tacoma, WA
Rob Ford (206) 572-8761

Wings Over Washington
First Sunday of the Month Fly
Washington Monument,
Washington, DC
Mike Van M eers (30 1 ) 948-0559

11

November / December 1 998

Club News
New Contest!
Win an AKA banner
for your club!

The Keystone
organization, which is
PelUl$ylvania.. The nrpo�e of
fdlowdtip with I>thcr kil� and
!<ile buildjng. This it
.cbednled "fun" fIys, annuai !<iu,maIlOn@:
other dub project!. You
activities by OlU'
chapter of the Aml.ncJ.n
only ten
adnual family memhership fee
yOlU' l'\lUIle(sl. addres5. telephone. E:mail
along with a check to:

p

�eved

JW/i,ricsl�op��

llette. e
rrerlly'n,ews�V

dollars. Send
add ress. erc. •

Ke;ymmeKiters
1 299 Kingsley Road
Camp HiH, PA 171 1 1

eystone Kiters

crJiII?lFer.7l
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Produced by ChOice Marketino, loe,
© 1998· 1-800-99C9- HOICE

Check out the latest in kite club fun! Kite Trading cards from Keystone Kiters. Collectors get readyl

The club recruiting the most
new AKA members between
September 1, 1 998, and
September 1 , 1 999, will win
a new AKA banner and pole,
Start signing up those new
members and remember to
list your club name in the
"Referred by" spot on the
application form,
I am now working on a new Club
Directory Book, Please make sure we have
your club information up to date, including
any website and e-mail addresses,
Where are the best flying fields in the
country? Send me the location of your
favorite field, We plan to publish a list in a
future edition of Kiting,
- Robyne Gardner, Kite Club Liaison

To order your own call Choice Marketing at 1 -800-999-CHOICE

Put your eye in the sky!

LARGEST
SUPERMARKET
OF KITES ON THE EAST
COAST

Fly-Away Kites

the aerial eye
published four times a year by the
AKA aerial photography committee
AKA member rates:
North America $ 1 4,00/yr; Overseas $20,00
Send your check, payable to AKA, to

PO Box 34,

Pacific Grove,

kite by Jim Day

¥

CA 93950

photo by Wolfgang Bieck

1 1 08 Main Street, Belmar, New Jersey 077 1 9

1 -800-29KITES
C a l l or e-ma i l fo r p ri ce q u ote
http :\www. mon mouth . com\flyaway
flyaway@ mon m outh . co m

Club Affiliation costs $25 a year, and may be sentto the AKA clo Mel Hickman. For information contact the AKA at 1 -800-252-2550
,
or contact: Robyne .Gardner, AKA Club Liaistm . . Contact Ro byne at (4 1 9) 734-5880 or by e-mail at clubs@aka.kite.org

AKA Affiliated

'
Bay Area Sport Kite League
Chuck Sigal
643 Jackson Street .
Albany, CA 94706
(510) 524-3459
Chicagoland Sky Liners
Nelson Borelli
9 1 0 N. Lakeshore Drive
Chicago, IL 6061 1 -1 533
(312) 649-9270
Cloud Chasers Kite Club
Richard Brumleve
304B Cranmer Drive
Springfield, IL 62704
(21 7) 787-8065
'
Connectikite rs
Dave Lombard
P. O. Box '270
Ansonia, CT06401
(203) 732-5243
Coyote Kite Club
Bert Duron
2901 E. Grant
Tucson, AZ 857 1 2
(520) 299-7701

I

Hawaii Kitefiyers Assn.
Bri,a n Hirose, PO Box 1 1 722
Honolulu, HI 96828
(808) 732-6249
Hooked On Kites
Scott Wells
61 1 East Lake Blvd
S1. Joseph, MO 64503
.
(81 6) 238-8809
Hoosier Kitefliers SOciety
Michael Bragg,
PQ. Box 6881 , Kokomo, IN
46904-6881
(765) 453-2977
Jewel� OfJ;j1e Sky �iters
AlbeftAlmendarez
3025 Whi�e Oak Lane
Bedford, TX 76021
(817) 838-781 8
Kansas City Kite Club
Chris Moore
7622 Terrace St
Kansas City, MO 641 1 4
(81 6) 333-901 9
. Kazoo Stririgfellows
John Cosby, PO Box 2241
Kalamazoo, M 1 49003-2241
(616) 345-5432

Crescent <;:ity Kitefliers
Sandra M. Harris
1 8 1 3 Edinburgh Street
Metairie,.LA 70001
.
(504) 835-0280

Keystone Kiters--Todd Little
1 299 Kingsley Road
Camp Hill, PA 1 701 1
(71 7) 939-5222

Federation Quebec. du
Cerf-Volant
4545Ave. Pierre-de
Coubertin
CP1 000, Succersale M
Montreal, Quebec H 1 V3R2
(514) 252-2032

Kites Over New England
Ralph Reed, 1 56 Carver Rd
Plymouth, MA 02360
(508) 937-8290
.

Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club
Paul Shirey
235 Jolly Hill Road
Natron,a HElights, PA 1 5065
(41 2) 295.0645

1"
LavenderWinds / :

'

Foothills Kite Club
Randy Nason . '
1 1 2 CherokeeWay
Boulder, CO 80303
(303) 499-;}998

'J

/

Las Vegas Kite Club. , J
31 1 1 S. Valley View A-1 1 6 ,
Las Vegas, N V 891 02-8327
(702)458-7536 '
;; '

Brian Bradley j . "
38576 Mary �errflce'
Fremont, C,fii 94538
(510) 797. 6997

'Maryland Kite SoCiety
Adam Grow .
1 01 1 3 L1�yq Road
, Potomac, MD,20854
(301 ) 949-9078
Mid-Michigan �ite Club
5241 E. Coldwater Rd. #227
.
Flint, MI 48506
(810) 736-4037
Mid-Michigan String
Stretchers ( M2S2)
Ken Blain, 349 Springreene,
Ada, MI 49301
. (61 6) 676-5980
M idwest Winds Kitefliers
Todd Petrick, PO B.ox 3770
0maha, NE 681 03-0770
(402) 551 -3372
Minnesota Kite Society
PO Box 5800 1 6
Minneapolis, M N 55458
f':.J. Coast Sky Painters

Rich Miller, P. O. Box 2336
Aberdeen, WA98520-0381
N. California Kite Club
Derrol Hammer
1 48 Eureka Way
Tracy, CA 95376
(209) 835-6478
Northwest Buggy Pilots
Morrie & Kelci Williams
PO Box,1 358
Westport, WA 98595-1 358
(360) 268-031 8
Q).S£K.

/Robert F: Lockhart

428 East 274th Street
Euclid, OH 441 32
(21 6) 731 -3639
pierce County Kitefliers
clo Mainframe Kite Shop.
3340 East 1 1 th Street
Tacoma, WA 98421
(253) 927-8779
Prairie Winds Kite Club
Woody St6vqll
PO Box 29775
Lincoln, NE 68529
(402)438�0807

Kiting

Clubs

Richmond Air Force
Charles Stonestreet
3646 Grovewood Road
Richmond, VA 23234
(804)271 ::4433

Treasure lsI. Sport Kite Club
Claxton A. Thompson
1 9 1 6 Castle Bay Court
Oldsmar, FL (34677
(81 3) 89 1 -0301

Route 66 Kite Club
Bill Dines
5036 W. Belmont Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85301
(60'2) 931 -3303

Washington Kitefliers Assn.
Rob Pratt
Pacific Sci. Ctr.
200 2nd Ave N .
Seattle, W A 981 09
(360) 956- 1 5 1 3

San Diego Kite. Club
Roger A. McComb
PO Box 7977
San Diego, CA 921 67
(71 4) 369- 1 681
Scenic City Kite Club
ChuckJbnes
291 5 Ozark Road
Chattanooga, TN 374 1 5
.(423) 267-5858
SCI - FI
1 9 1 1 Broadway
Everett, WA 98201
(425) 339-9334
Sky Pilots Kite Club
Carl Leisey
640 FairmontAve.
Wernersville, PA 1 9565
(61 0) 678-4661
South Jersey Kite Flyers
Mike Dallmer, PO Box 32
Collingswood, NJ 08 1 08 .
(21 5) 722-4092
So. Oregon Aire Riders
Mike Godfrey, PQ) Box 390
Gold Hill, OR 97525
(54 1 ) 855-9359

Westport Windriders
CredaAxton
4004 Wiggins Road SE
Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 491 -3229
Wichita Windjammers Kite
Club--Mark Monroe
' 1 20 N. Hillside
Wichita, KS 6721 4
Wind Dancers
Gloria & Stan Hammon
980 Gibb Road
Waxahachie, TX 751 67
(972) 938-3954
Wind Rhythm Kite Club
Bob Webb
921 1 st Aven u e SE
LeMars, IA 5 1 03 1
(71 2) 546-8050
Wintl Weavers
Julie Kingery, 1 1 1 8 Barrow
Abilene, TX 79605
(91 5) 692-5927
Winds And Rainbows
Jim Carnevale
371 8 Cumberland St N.W.
Washington, DC 2001 6
(202) 966-2668

Sport Kite Club Of America
PO Box 521 6
Playa del Rey: CA 90296
,Wings Over Washington
PO Box 7254
(31 0) 822-9550
,
Sil�er Spring, MD 20907
Suburban Atlanta Kite
(301 ) 292-4849
Enthusiasts (SAKE)'"
L Wisconsin Kiters
Steve Gseplo '
821 Ashley Lane
". Bob Rymaszewski
Stone Mountain, GA
1 06 1 5 W Greenwood Tr.
'
'30087
(770) 469-1 643
Milwaukee, WI 53224
(41 4) 329-9825
The Alamo Kiteflyers Outfit
Leona Clark, 1 348
Timberwood Trail
Affi l i ated Cha pter
New Braunfels, TX 781 32
Mem bers who
(21 0) 6f:)9�2002
#

Top� ka Kite Flyers
JamesAune
/ 601 SW 57th Street #38
Topeka, KS 66609
,; (91 3) 862-541 3

have not p aid their
a n n u a l cha pter
d u es by Dec. 1 5
w i l l be d ropped
from this l ist.
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Journal
Into the Future ofKite Judging
I'm writing to strongly support Ron Gibian's
plea in the last issue of KITING about creating
a larger and more experienced cadre of judges
for AKA' s kitemakers' competitions, both at
the national and local levels. We do indeed
need qualified persons from all around the
country who will volunteer their time to get
the best view available of the works of master
kitemakers. Y es folks, up close is really great
for learning and appreciating what your
comrades have accomplished with their time
and effort. We have a great set of judging
procedures now, which are being updated and
improved as suggestions come in from judges
and competitors, so everyone should know
what to expect in terms of rules and proce
dures.
I admit to being perplexed about Ron's report
that some persons see the judging as "cliqu
ish." New judges are constantly being
trained, and all it really takes to be involved
is to stand up and volunteer. Y ou wouldn't
believe how hard it is to get some folks to
help (even though they are happy to criticize).
Still, from 1 993 through 1 996, we had 1 1 of
AKA' s 1 3 regions represented on the judging
panels at AKA's Grand National Kitemakers'
Competitions. In 1 993, 9 of the 1 0 judges
were from different regions. Over these four
years, we did have 55 percent of the judges
from Regions 2 and 3; if someone thinks that
this is a problem, think where we would have
been if these folks had not given their time
and talent so generously. Thank goodness for
this core of supporters (who usually fill in
only after many other folks have been asked
and declined to participate).

Buffalo Box Kites !

e Four Sizes! 1 5 Colors!
e Highest Quality Aircraft Woods!
e 3/4 Ounce Ripstop Nylon!
e New ! ! Mr. BIG Box Kite!
6 ft. Of FUN!
From the
Buffalo Kite Company
49 .c\rgyle Ave.
Buffalo, NV 1 4226·4202
Made Right Here in the U.S.A.!
Call Now! 1 ·800-320-3351

Buffalo Box Kites are known

throughout the world for their
quality and performance!
The Sun NEVER sets
on the World Record Holding
Buffalo Box Kites!

Now Accepting all major credit cards for
your convenience I

Ron says that we need help, and I'm here to
support his call to action. Come be part of the
fun. It's really a rewarding and enriching
experience.
Jon Burkhardt
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Vanderhoof, Dale
By the age of 68, many people have made the transition from a busy
work life into the golden years of retirement and relaxation. Dale
Vanderhoof, however, is still just as busy as ever-making kites. Dale
handcrafts and sells his creations through Blackfeather Kites, a
profitable business he runs from his home in Weed, California, at the
foot of Mt. Shasta.
The hours spent on his sewing machine have paid off in a wealth of
kite styles and models. One of Dale's favorites is the Blackfeather
Fighter, which he refers to as, " .. the Zen of flying a leaf on a string."
Each kite is born from Dale's own original plans.

His materials

include ripstop nylon, Kevlar, Dacron and lightweight carbon fiber
rods. His preferred styles are mostly single line, cellular and he loves
fighters and cubes. The vivid colors in his honeycomb box kites are a
feast for the eyes.
The business of kite making grew out of a long time hobby that began
56 years ago when Dale was just 1 2 years old. His first kite was an 8foot diamond (" .. the largest I could get out the front door!"). He made
it with butcher paper and pine sticks. Through the years, his kites
kept getting bigger. In 1 976, Dale made a 26-pound, I S-foot Cody

War Kite. "It flew well in brisk wind," he says, and adds that he has
since made a 20-foot Cody. Today, the prolific kitemaker (and kite
pilot !) builds in a wide variety of sizes and shapes.
"There are many wonderful changes in the kite world today," Dale
says. "Materials are more colorful, uniquely shaped and collaps
ible." One of his latest and most popular kites he has dubbed the
"Noodle", because of the flex in its design.
Some of Dale's custom-made kites sell for as much as $ 1 500. Less
expensive models are sold in kite stores around the United States.
His kites have been exhibited in galleries and shows and have won
numerous awards at west coast kiting events
including Long Beach, Berkeley, Seaside and
Lincoln City.
Master kite makers, like Dale's early mentor
Lee Toy, have greatly influenced his work.
But he loves learning new styles, materials and
ideas from all his kite friends and family. He
invites kite lovers to visit his website:
harris@bhc.com or to e-mail him:
blackfeather@snowcrest.net

Top to bottom: Dale Vanderihoof; 20' "Rasia" Noodle
kite; a 20' wide Cody; Dale with a large honeycomb
cellular kite; a 20' "Nude" Noodle; a 1 5' "Dead" Genki;
and a 1 5' Wolf Genki. On the cover: One of Dale's
many Saul's Barrage box kites - a 1 0' beauty.
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REPORTS BY KAREN THOMSON

Weber, JoAnn
"Kites, kites, kites; they're everywhere-as soon as one is born (or airborne) there's another one waiting in the
wings. I love the challenge of starting something new and different."
Every creation of Minneapolis artist JoAnn Weber incorporates the spirit of flight-from her soft textile sculp
tures to her banners and abstract fOlms and, naturally, to her kites. Formally trained in Fine Art, JoAnn has
worked in the fields of Interior and Graphic Design. Her long list of design accomplishments include rugs,
furniture, costuming and jewelry. Today she produces commissioned artwork of a textile nature. She says that
much of what she does has a "kinship" with her kites and their structure.
JoAnn's love of kites began in 1 990 with her first flying experience-a plastic eagle birdkite. That same year she
visited a kite festival run by the Minnesota Kite Society and went home with a train of 5 Trlby stunters. By the
next year, JoAnn was creating her own applique kites. "My first eight foot star flew, but not well," she says. "On
later examination I found it was one whole point larger than 360 degrees!"
JoAim defines kite making as a "fusion of applied surface art/design onto a
shaped canvas." It becomes performance art as the winds lift it into the sky.
But it also becomes something more. "There is something spiritual about
holding onto this tether to the sky. Maybe it is a wish to communicate with a
dimension beyond or with our own magical higher nature."
While her art is always changing and growing, JoAnn's aerial creations fall
into three general categories: WhimsicallFantasy, Storytelling/Pictorial and
Abstract. The whimsical/fantasy work includes such children's favorites as
dragonflies and "Pegasus". In the storytelling category, JoAnn often works
within a collage context with layered and overlapping images. Her "Endan
gered Species" collage pictures the earth, animals and the spirit of repressed
women. Shape and color suggest emotions, music, dance and ethnic themes
in her abstract creations such as "Awakening" which expresses the rebirth of
springtime and of buried emotions. In all her work, JoAnn relies on bold
shapes, asymmetry and strong color contrasts to get her message across.
JoAnn's work has been influenced by a number of artists including Matisse
and O' Keefe. She has also been inspired by the
techniques of Ron Gibian and the California outline
method of applique. Her new kites include many low
aspect ratios and astralglides.
A long list of awards is testimony to the fact that
JoAnn Weber is an accomplished and successful
artist. Her work has been shown in exhibitions around
the country. But while JoAnn recognizes the value of
these awards to her artistic development, her greatest
satisfaction comes from another source. "Probably
the highest compliment comes from a complete
stranger who walks up to me as I am flying
a kite at a festival or casual fly and
Top to bottom: JoAnn Weber with

"Discord", "Tuxedo Tess", a whimsical pig
fJexkite design; "Discord", a 1 0' low
aspect-ratio kite, the first of JoAnn's
California appliques; "Godiva", an acid-dye
painted kite (6' x 4') created for an erotic
art show; "Exotica", shown close-up with
some eager friends; a Wolfgenki (right);
keeled delta, "Endangered Species" (6' x
1 2', with 20' banner tail). On the cover: a
special rokkaku designed by JoAnn for
MAKR on its 1 0th Anniversary.

admires it, is awed by it or just enter-
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Eastern League Wraps 1 0th Season !
The Eastern League wrapped up its 1 0th season
this year in July at the Newport Sport Kite
Championships. The League encompasses both
the Northeast and the Southeast regions of the

AKA with events from Florida to Massachu

setts. The events of the Eastern League in the
1 998-99 season are the New Jersey Stunt Kite

Championsips (Liberty Kite Fest), the Outer Banks
Stunt Kite Competition, the Georgia International Stunt
Kite Championships, the Treasure Island Sport Kite Championships

Conference Reports

(FL) , the Mid Atlantic Stunt Kite Championships (MD), the East
Coast Stunt Kite Championships (Wildwood), the Boston Area Stunt
Kite Championships, the Old Dominion Stunt Kite Championships and

Midwest

the Newport Sport Kite Champion

Report by Al Hargus - Conference Commissioner

supporter of the AKA for years in

Many Midwest sport kite events were dominated by five fliers from
Michigan who fly together on the team "Hi-5". Dan and Steve
Wozniak finished in the top four for all Individual Experienced events
and teammate Ken Blain is the Midwest Experienced Class Individual
Quadline Champion and Freestyle Champion. Ken will represent the
Midwest at the AKA Convention. Ken also finished in the top five in
Individual Ballet and Precision. Brian and Julie Segal finished first

ships. The League has been an avid
recruiting new members and in the
consistent long term training of
judges. A new event recognized by the
Eastern League in the 1 998-99 season
will be Intermediate Quadline Ballet.
With the end of the 1 0th season, Dave
and Sherrie Arnold announced their

and second in Intermediate Class Ballet and Precision as well as a first

retirement as League Commissioners.

place in Experienced Pairs. All five of these fliers comprise the team

Together they have served as League

"Hi-5" and were undefeated in Experienced Class in the 1 997-98 AKA
season. Look for "Hi-5" to start making the Masters Class a little

worried in the 1 999 season!
"Chicago Fire" again dominated the Masters Class team events only
losing twice to the "Shanti Air" team. The "Windjammers" from
Detroit, Michigan made an outstanding showing this last season in all

Commissioners for the past five years
and during that time the league has
thrived. Lou Behrman of Ambler, PA

New Commissioner

has accepted the position as the new
Eastern League commissioner.
This year, standouts in League competition were the Valli Boyz, who

Masters Class categories. The "Windjammers" remained the Open

completed a sweep of Masters Team Ballet, Masters Team Precision

Team Train Champions for the fourth season in a row.

and Open Team Train. Steve Karatzas took first place in Masters

Masters Class individual events were held by Canadians that have
elected to fly in the Midwest. Lam Hoac finished the season I st in

Quadline and represented the USA at Dieppe, France for the World
Cup for Individual Quadline. Lam will also attend the AKA Nationals.

Individual Ballet, taking four out of five firsts in league competition.
Rich Javens took first in Precision for the second year running. King of
Quad this year was Scott Weider. Masters Pairs was won by Sudden
Flight (Dorothy and Lance Wagner).

Lam was followed closely by Drew Davidson and Mike Lin, both also

On the Experienced level, Pairs Ballet was taken by "Q" (Lou

from Canada. Mike and Drew are also the Masters Pairs Midwest

Behrman and Jason Robbins) in their first season. Jason also took the

Champions called "Aerial Assault."
The real hot news from the Midwest is the emergence of Mike Delfar
in Masters Individual Precision. Mike will represent the Midwest at
the AKA Nationals in Washington.

Experienced Individual Precision title, while Terry Murray took the
Experienced Individual Ballet. Gerry Reidel topped Quadline. In
Intermediate class, Phil Napier topped the field in both Precision and
Ballet.
Many of these competitors are on their way to the AKA Nationals !

World C u p VI I :

Dieppe,

France Se ptem be r '98.
Dennis Kucmerowski is the first Quad
Flyer to hold the World Cup. Sky Dance,
1 997 & 1996 World Cup Team Champion,
has just handed Dennis the World Cup
(ok, as they climb over the fence).
Dennis, a great guy from sunny Florida,
has shown up at many AKA Nationals with
his 4-handed flying freestyle and his kite
robots who fly kites themselves.
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Nick, Nick, Nick

Send in the
Clones

Nick, Nick, Nick

Kiting is truly a wonderful

This past July the Lawrence

sport, both for kids and for

Behling household got quite a

the parents of those kids.

SURPRISE. When I got home

This past July was a good

one Monday afternoon, there

example of that. For the

was a message on the phone

frrst time since January

from Nickelodeon TV: We, of

1 988, the Jesse Clones

course, called back immedi

were reunited on the kite

ately. Apparently, the producers
of a show called "Figure it Out"

fields at Ceasar Chavez
Park in Berkeley, California. Many of those in attendance had hoped

were looking for children who excelled in some activity. They had first

they would now see the Battle of the Jesses. Instead they got the story

called Richard Dermer, as president of the AKA, to inquire if there

of the two peas in a pod, so to speak. Most kids who meet for the first

were any kids that fit this category in our organization. Richard was

time are a bit shy. Not these two ! They shook each other's hands, sat

kind enough to mention Jesse's name. That was the beginning of a

down, and started to discuss the relative wind speeds of the East

great adventure. They asked us to get a video of Jesse flying his kites

versus West coast and the proper kite configuration to be used in each

and send it to their New York studios. The video went to NY via

of those areas. Jesse Unit I had just flown in from a week at Space

Camp and Jesse Unit 2 from a week touring the Volcanoes of Hawaii,

so there were also other adventures to talk about. They sat and talked
together as if they had known each other all their lives.

overnight express on Tuesday, and on Wednesday afternoon they called
back inviting Jesse to be a contestant.
"Figure it Out" is kind of a kid's version of "What's My Line". In each
segment the panelists, through a series of yes or no questions, try to fill

Saturday was a day filled with competition, both for the festival as

in the blanks on the answer board that reveals the child's talent. After

well as the 2 Jesses. There was little time for chit chat, but at every

the game, the child demonstrates what he does. The show is watched

opportunity they were together. The 2 Jesses only competed against

by 3 . 8 million children and half again as many parents on a daily basis.

each other in one event and I don't think either of them knows or even
cares who placed higher. They watched each other fly, and afterward
told each other what a great routine the other had performed. Jesse U2
helped spot for Jesse U l in his pairs competition. No battle there. At
the end of the day all there was left to do was to sit down, quaff a few
root beers, and talk about Berkeley's blue skies and 1 7 MPH winds,
then stray off to each of their separate quarters.

The Friday of Labor Day weekend we flew to Orlando Florida. The
plan was to film the Demo to be shown at the end of Jesse's segment
on Saturday and film the show the following Tuesday. At l O am on
Saturday morning, Jesse tested the wind by doing two 360's using his
ultralight; not a good start. In the end the wind came up to 4-6 mph.
They ended up filming for about 2 hours for a minute and a half of air
time. The final cut included several axels, a spin, and some loops. We

Sunday was the day Jesse had been waiting for ever since he heard

only saw the clip once. All I really remember about it was that I came

about the other Jesse. (It's up to the reader of this article to decide

away with a good impression.

where the Unit I and Unit 2 go if it matters. ) Early in the day the

Demo schedule was being figured out and initially the 2 Jesse's were
not on it. When word got out, the clamor for their appearance together
became deafening and a last minute scheduling change put them on the
field together for the first time in their lives. Bruce Kapsten and Greg
Lawrence, the alleged fathers of these two wonderful young fliers did
the spotting, the Berkeley Taiko Drummers provided the beat, and the
boys provided the excitement. Jesse Unit I did the calling and took the

lead, Jesse Unit 2 followed with pride. They did a dozen or so crossing

patterns, several matching loops and generally filled the sky with a
wonderful pairs routine. It was as if they had been flying together for
years. Their families both had a lot to be proud of in light of the
performance they had put on. If the two Jesse clones had the time to
practice together they probably would do quite well in the pairs world.
At the end of the day, our West Coast Jesse said that Sunday July 27th,
1 998, had been the happiest of his kite flying life. Life can be good.
The two Jesses have both been invited to the Nationals again this year,
but unfortunately will not be able to attend. Unlike the adults in our
organization they have to fill their minds with school at that time of
year. But, we can hope this is merely the first of many encounters.
The Jesses have other matching interests besides kites. Jesse west is
attending a space camp at the Aerospace Museum here in San Diego;
both are avid amateur photographers; both are taking summer classes
in art.

The show's title will be changed to "Figure it Out Family Style" next
season. Jesse's Mom, Barbara Behling, was at his side for the entire
show. On the flying field the shoot started with Barbara showing off
some of the kites she had painted or otherwise decorated for Jesse's
routines. During the actual show Barbara and Jesse were both at the
podium answering the questions. There were 3 one-minute question
and answer sessions. The panelists were not able to guess the phrase.
For those of you who have seen the show, Danny didn't get slimed and
Laurie Beth was not able to guess the phrase. I won't even try to
describe what happened on the show because I couldn't do it justice. If
you are interested, or your children watch the show, you should try to
watch. I think, all in all, Jesse and Barbara showed kiting in a very
favorable light. The show will be on 6 times during the year. The
producer said children do not mind seeing repeats, so they only do 40
shows and rerun them throughout the year.
When we find out the air dates they will be posted on the AKA web
page. It was really quite an honor to be selected to appear on the show.
A total of 8 0 children in the entire nation are chosen per year (out of
thousands who write in) and, thanks to
Richard Dermer, Jesse was one of
them. We hope you like what you see.

Reports and photos by
Greg Lawrence.

SK
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moves was the axel, now there are so many
moves that have come from competition that
axels are virtually a non-factor. After the new
champions are named, we have a new tier to
surpass. What drives many is the feeling
inside us--our egos. Having a healthy ego is
good for us; we all like to feel good about
ourselves.

The Will To Compete
By Ron Oespojado
Why do some of us do it? Why do we feel the need to
measure up against each other? Why do we
compete?
If we look at competitive sport kiting, we see it is a
male dominated sport. There are a fair percentage of
women, but fact is it's mostly us guys. Up until
recently the majority of all sports were male. And I
think I know why.
Face it- guys have the need to "conquer." But that's not to say that women
don't have a place in competitive sport kiting. Sport kite flying gives the
competitor, whether male or female, the equal chance to compete head to
head without any artificial handicap or advantage. It's just you, a set of lines
at the end of your hands and a kite at the end of the lines. It's all finesse,
coordination, vision, and timing. These things are not more dominant in
either sex.
Many non-kiters have asked me ifthere is money involved in competition.
There sure is! There's the money to travel to the event, the money to enter
the event, the money needed to buy your kite and the money you may have
not eamed should you have to take time off from work. Sure there's money
in competition.
Potential first time competitors are always nervous and will always state that
"they don't want to be embarrassed." In all my experience, I have never
seen anyone on the competition field that didn't belong. You're out there, you
are trying, we've all been there. There is never any type of unsportsmanlike
conduct toward new fliers. On the contrary, there is always encouragement.
I often find myself trying to persuade weekend and casual fliers to compete.
New fliers are needed to keep the sport going, else we will be surrounded by
dinosaurs which will eventually become extinct. At the very least, competi
tion makes you a better flier.
But in the big picture, competition causes advancements to happen. I will
never forget after one performance, Robin Ward came up to me, shook my
hand and said, "Ron, you've expanded the envelope." In essence, the level
of performance steps up year after year. A few years ago one of the hot

Advancements are also made in equipment.
It was not long ago that the structure of kites
was limited to fiberglass, carbon and carbon
wrapped aluminum; forget about wood--that
was last century. Now the better performing
kites are outfitted with wrapped or pultruded
graphite, either constant diameter or else tapered. For sailcloth we have
gone from simple nylon to ripstop nylon in various weights, polyester, screen
in some applications, and more recently, mylar. I ' m sure m aterials will again
see an advancement within the next five years. We are striving for strong,
stiff and lightweight materials; these properties are also the goals in
aerospace and automobile racing industries just to name two. The intent is
to maximize performance and, as competitors, we are demanding this from
manufacturers. Manufacturers will produce what will sell and what will sell is
what is in demand. In turn, new products are released and money flows
within the kiting industry.
So, you become a named competitor and then some manufacturer taps you
for endorsements, right? Well, no, not exactly. Unlike other individual sports
such as tennis, skiing, pro beach volleyball or surfing, the most you can
expect from any manufacturer is equipment, with some exceptions. Within
the sport we typically know who is flying for what manufacturer. There are no
Michael Jordans within the sport, only because our sport isn't "there" yet; no
one is making a living out of competitive sport kite flying. Some will be
fortunate to travel at someone else's expense. To me, this is the ultimate--to
have someone think so highly of you that they want you at their event at no
cost to you.
Okay, you make the decision to compete and you want to step out onto the
competition field. Many will never make it to a national or international title,
but you will always have "the one time." Everyone I know has or will have the
one competition that they overcome a major obstacle. Maybe it was a major
title, maybe it was against an established flier or after something that made
you think you couldn'tfly again; maybe extreme flying conditions, a new
routine. It could be anything. But it will happen. It will be you and you alone
against some overwhelming hurdle - and you will succeed, you will conquer.
You will be flashing a mega-watt smile and have the triumphant feeling inside
that no one can put a value on. The feeling may not last longer than a few
seconds, but its memory will be priceless. It may not be a victory on paper
but a victory for your heart and soul.
So, I encourage you to go out and compete; it will only make you a better
flier. And when your competitive career is over, you will have "the one time"
in your memory. Again you will flash that mega-watt smile and you will have
no regrets.

Ron Oespojado is a past AKA Grand National Champion, and two time AII
American Champion in Masters Quadline Ballet.

Special thanks to Bert Tanaka and
Mike Simmons for all their years of
serving on the AKA Sport Kite rules
committee.

-Thank You
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by dean jordan
Flying along a t 35,000 feet thinking o f how hard the wind must feel a t over
600mph, I feel a long way from my last buggy experience. I haven't gotten a
chance to buggy as much this summer. I've been a few times for sure, but
even during the week the beach is crowded and you never know when the
police are gonna decide you can't do that here! It was a few weeks ago, and
a non-kite flying friend (oh they do it for me, but it isn't them) was going to
come down from the top of Georgia and meet his family in St. Augustine for
the week. I'm not sure what magic occurs after Labor Day, but for some
reason our beaches seem to clear out, even though in my estimation that's
when they are the nicest. Of course, less people are nice too! Anyway, I
went over on a Friday; tide was out late and there was a nice onshore
breeze when I got there around 2 pm. Met my friend, ate lunch on the beach
at this little place and was struck by the perspective how we can each see
things in a way so different from each other. See I was feeling a little down.
Even though my friend always cheers me up, I just wasn't my oid self. We
finished lunch and went down the beach so we'd be near his condo. I put up
the big black kite with the 1 60' tails for a landmark and started to feel a little
better. This brought some young surfer types around who spotted the buggy
gear right off and wanted to know 'wha chu got!? I told them. "Cool, no
way!" "Yeah, way" I told them. I finished assembly, laid out the C-3, sat
down, took off on two wheels, did a few 1 80's, slid, went backwards,
remembered how good it feels, then took off up the beach. Suddenly I was
almost to the St. Augustine pier! Wow! I turned around and headed south.

The beach was clear, wind was perfect, kite was perfect, just the right
amount of power. Any more and I'd have to use a smaller kite. There were
a few cars, but NO police! Man I'm bookin'! Next thing I know I passed the
big kite, didn't even see my friend I was going so fast, but just kept going
faster, further, all my troubles rolling away in that buggy induced quiet, that
smooth slide with the wind. Birds tried to get out of my way but ended up
flying with me. People smiled and waved, drivers gave me the "thumbs up"
as I whizzed by cars; some whipped out the camera. I traveled so far south
the weather began to change, the wind picked up as the arms of a system
I'd been watching from far off drew the air in. I was flying even faster now,
barely able to hold the line. I didn't care. Finally, I was free.
Aoxomoxoa again. Whew, I'd almost forgotten. Hey, was that the Crescent
Beach ramp? Wow I really had covered some ground.
Well, the rest of the day was good, even great. I played for another hour or
so as a gentle rain began to fall, made a few new friend�, showed off for my
other friend's parents. Packed up, went for the showers, left what to many is
just the beach, but to me is one of the many reasons life is so sweet and so
worth living. Perspective, it's all how you look at it. Trll next time, buggy on.

FABRIC, SPIRS, 110 FlnllG S
lor Ihe modern Ilile builder
•

Experienced & Award winning kite builders.

•

Experienced AKA comprehensive kite building jucJge .

•

2 , 375 square'feet devoted to kites & kite bUilding.

•
•

Free USA shipping on retail orders over $50.00.

1 0% off retail to all kite club members.

KITE STUDIO
800-KITE-99 1

•

6 1 0-395-3 560

kbiferrl@fast.net

Recent acquisition ofthe building supply division ofthe

((High Fly Kite Company" allows us to now invite retail AND
wholesale inquin"es" We applaud Fran Gramkowski for his
twentyyears of hard work and dedication to the kiting com
munity, and look forward to serving all his past customers.

Wescosville , PA 1 8 1 06 USA
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Andy Gelinas

Jon Burkhardt

As the kiting season winds down for 1 998, so does my tenure as your
Region 2 Director. I have been able to help make some positive
changes for your AKA. It has been a pleasure serving you, the

Lots of stuff going on! ! Remember when you had to scratch and beg
for a kite flying event? These days, it seems that the problem is
deciding which one to attend.

individual, and the kite clubs (which I believe are the backbone of the
organization) in Region Two and the surrounding areas. I was able to

We had a great Sunfest at Maryland's Ocean City at the end of

attend kite activities from Rhode Island to Virginia this past season

and will be announced in our next column. There have recently been

September. Lists of winners are being prepared now by the Kite Loft

and in other seasons Tulsa, Santa Monica, San Diego plus all the usual

several auctions in Baltimore run by

East Coast haunts.

some wonderful kites and related paraphernalia were acquired for

My thanks to all of you for making these trips more satisfying. Special
thanks goes to Roger Chewning and Sky Festival Productions for

KiteLines magazine, at which

great prices. We hope to see some of these historical kites back in
action in the near future.

making many events possible and available for all of us to attend. I

The future, of course, is on to the big blast, the AKA Convention.

think without that organization and also the Eastern League, kiting

Wish that every AKA member could - and would - attend. This

would be a much diminished activity for all of us.
More thanks to those clubs in our region that supported me and my
articles and kiting philosophies - mainly my home club - Lehigh Valley
Kite Society, as well as South Jersey Kitefliers and Fly Pittsburgh.
By the time you read this, Alice Hayden will be your new Regional
Director. Please give her your support and help as you are able. I will
see you on the flying fields this coming season - wish you all a good
productive winter.
'til then, "Keep the Wind to Your Back and Kiting on Your Calendar."

is simply the best opportunity to be part of the very best kite making,
kite flying, and kite partying there is. If you didn't make it this year,
put it on your calendar for next year, when Indiana will be within
driving distance of most of this country's population.
In 1 999, big upcoming events in Region 3 will be New Year's Day flys
by Wings Over Washington and the Richmond Air Force. Last year's

RAF 1 3th Annual "It's Too Dam Cold to Fly a Kite" Kite Fly drew

numerous, fascinated observers to Dorey Park in Henrico County on

New Year's Day. Onlookers traveled to the park from metropolitan
Richmond, Mechanicsville, Sandston, Chesterfield, Midlothian,
Goochland and Williamsburg where they were rewarded with ideal
wind and weather, as members of the Richmond Air Force

Liberty Kite Fest '98 featured displays by LVKS, SJKF and Sky Festivals.

decorated the sky with sheets of ripstop in the form of
Japanese battle kites, fighter kites, and stunt kites of the
two- and four-line variety. Except for a youngster or two
who didn't fly as much as they wanted, no one left the field
unhappy. Pilots of the Air Force consider the 1 3th New
Year's Day event to be their finest hour. RAF also has a

Gomberg Kite Productions
Fly

the
Big Stuff!
Peter Lyn n , Greens,
Carlisle, Boreal ,
a n d more.
Phone : 54 1 -996-3083

Email: dgomberg@orednet.org
http://www.orednet.orgl-dgombergl
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regular Super Fly the day of football ' s Super Bowl. Check details with
Charles Stonestreet, who graciously provided this information for us.

Sunfest Review

The weekend before the Super Bowl is the Maryland Kite Society's

-

photos by Bill Goodwin
and Roger Chewning

Annual Winter Meeting, where final preparations are made for the
Maryland Kite Society's retreat, President' s Day weekend in February.
Featured guests this year are expected to include Joel Scholz and
Frank Schwiemann. Next up on the calendar is the Smithsonian Kite
Festival on March 27. The Smithsonian Kite Festival Committee has
established a two-year/two-part theme for 1 999 and the year 2000:
first, it is "A Century of Flight: Looking Back," and in the year 2000 it
will be "A Century of Flight: Looking Forward." As before, the kites
that best fit the theme for the year will be awarded special prizes. For

/

1 999, award criteria include the best representations of historical

.I f

turning points in kite designs, technical advancements, or populariz
ing kites from the 1 890s through the 1 990s. Additional considerations
keeping with the theme of their kites. Bring your own press release
describing your kite and its significance.

I

'1 /
,
,

ate the support and assistance of all during their tenure, are turning
over the reins to the capable hands of Terry Murray and Phil Napier.
No major changes in the festival are expected. Good luck to all.

I

I

, I

June's Old Dominion Stunt Kite Championships in Richmond will
have new leadership in 1 999. Dave and Sherrie Arnold, who appreci

I

•

will be given to kite flyers in costume or offering performances in

,

I

I ;
Three Genkis soar in light wind.
Ken Sesker with Wiley Coyote.

Paul Keeler, Captain of the LVKS Team
took all three heats and the cash in the
$1 000 Rokkaku Challenge!

Banner forest at Sunfest in Ocean City, MD - display by WOw.

King of the Wind, Bill Ochse, Wayne Cannon, and Jay Knerr of Kite Loft

WOW President, Mike VanMeers and SJKF Vice President Andy Selzer
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Great Lakes

Kitefliers friends and meet some new ones as well. A hearty welcome
goes out to Team Vis a Vis from Montreal, who competed here for the
first time.
The very next weekend found us camped out at Maumee Bay for the
North Coast Stunt Kite Games. Never one to be missed, this year's
weather made it especially delightful. The B lack Swampers, official
hosts of the Games, were out in full Force - including Tony Rameriz,
who was there, flying from a sitting position due to recent surgery on
both knees ! Actually, about a dozen area clubs were well represented,

Robyne Gardner

(Hoosiers, too ! ) so Team Shanti Air had no trouble fmding people who

wanted to pay for the privilege of pie-ing the team member of their

choice. This fund raiser for the team was instigated by Dean Hettrick,
Hello, Region 5! Lots of ground. . .er, AIR to cover this rep0l1, so let's
get to it. Backing up to June 20, I need to congratulate the Wright Kite
Club for their participation in the First Annual New Richmond Go Fly
a Kite Day. This is one of those events that YOU made happen after
the organizer called to ask me for names of any local (Cincinnati area)
kite fliers. Thanks go out to Rick Agar, for reporting on the event.
After years of schedule conflicts, Rick and I finally made it up to Ajax,
Ontario (near Toronto) for the 5th Annual On The Edge SKC, held
July I I & 12. We found wonderful, huge, manicured fields at Water

front Park and plenty of warm Canadian hospitality. Marg Nicol

graciously put us up at her condo--and the new steam room she just put
in came in handy, helping to ease my sore back that picked that
weekend to "go out". Organizers of this event (Marg, Mike Linn, Chris
Lee) have worked hard and convinced town developers to designate a
portion of this park specifically for kite flying. No more trees will be

always one of the first in line for fun. This year's Fun Hog trophy went
to Fred Bell, one of our past Regional Directors, co-founder of this
event and baker of great bread and cheesecake. Question of the
weekend: Why did the bol cross the road? Well, it was sooo big, and
the wind came up, and the stake popped out, and . . . . owner Tom Ryan
tethered it to a vehicle after that.
The Erie Islands Kite
Festival .. I finally got to
meet Bill Flynn, Grand Pilot
of S.O.K.F., after a few
years of phone and mail
con·espondence. Bill & his
wife took this opportunity for
a Lake Erie getaway
weekend. New AKA

planted, and a larger parking
lot & permanent toilets are
being planned. Further help
from the community for this
event came in the form of a
solar powered generator,
donated by Ontario Hydro.
Non-polluting and completely
silent, it an·ived with enough
battery power to

nm

the entire

weekend, even while the cells
collected energy to be stored
for future use. Saturday gave
us light winds, but Sunday
good winds came off Lake
Ontario as usual. It was great
to see many old Toronto

t

Region 5 Histronics!
Starting left, going clockwise:
Gamester Richard Myers doing it his way;
Mary Blain flying her cube, Ryan's bol in
background; M2S2 Cubists at the Games;
Terry M c P h e rson in Livo n i a ; Nancy
Lockwood getting ready to play Pie Pete.
-photos by Robyne Gardner
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member Brian Bothe was there, along with about 30 old friends from
all over. Great to see Mike Mulroy & Co. again! The Kimple family
made the front page of the Port Clinton News Herald; full color photo
with their Freedom Ring bol perfectly framing the Perry's monument.
Aug. 8 & 9: The Michigan Sport Kite Classic [Livonia] started, for
many of us, on Friday when we attended Pat & Jennifer Franks'
wedding and reception. Beautiful wedding, gorgeous bride and lots of
fun! We found ourselves dodging raindrops during Sunday's events.
The last event of the day, Pairs, had to be stopped and restarted due to
lightning. The front rolled through, taking the wind along with it. But
Saturday went off without a hitch, including the well attended indoor
fly that evening. Joe Wright, as organizer of the event, and members of
4 Seasons Kite Club & M2S2, presented Terry McPherson with a
special fighter kite in appreciation for his contributions to this event
over the past four years. Which brings me to an apology . . . I was amiss
in my last column; I forgot to congratulate Terry on being invited to
judge at the World Cup in Dieppe. Quite an honor! But yet one more
example of the depth of talent and dedication we have in Region 5.
And, with that thought in mind, let me officially re-welcome Dan Klos
and Kay Zekany. I'm pleased to report they've moved back to Ada,
Ohio. Dan is a kite builder extraordinaire - winner of many awards
and maker of the creative kite sculptures he calls Sky Puppets. Perhaps
you've seen his Flying Purple People Eater. Even as I say hello to
them, I need to send out a fond goodbye and good luck to Clyde King
& family. They have moved to Las Vegas, NY. Clyde was an active
member of M2S2, and has been helping out at Michigan events as long
as I can remember.
I'm outta space for this time. I will have to cover Dayton and a few
other events next time around. Keep UP!

Region
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Midwest
Alan Sparling
I need to start out this report with an apology. I have been quite ill
with bronchitis and beyond for most of the past month. MTS (Male
Testosterone Syndrome) kept me from going to the doctor early on,
which has prolonged the illness. This explains, but does not excuse
the phone calls I have been very slow at returning or those calls which
I think I accidentally erased. If I did not get back to you, my profound
apologies and please call me back.
The Chicago Fire had another successful season and qualified for
World Cup yet again. While they did not place at World Cup, the
simple act of qualifying is a great accomplishment. Congratulations on
another great season.
The kite exhibit at Lakeview Museum in Peoria, IL closed after a
successful three-month run. Thousands of people were exposed to
modem kites who otherwise might never have seen them. If you get the
chance to help a museum put on a kite display, it is a great way to
spread the word and help expand kiting.
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The following reports are somewhat abbreviated as I have not caught
up with my mail and this report is drastically late. Again, my
apologies to those I leave out. I will try not to let it happen again.
In Indiana, I attended the Michiana Area Regional Sport kite event
(MARS) and the Dave DeBolt Memorial Fly. MARS is our region's
only sport kite competition and it is now in its second year. I was only
able to attend one day of this event, but it was distinguished by MUCH
better weather this year. Overall, things went smoothly and both the
sport kite and the new comprehensive event went well. Another
improvement was the addition of some very nice trophies. I am
looking forward to an even better event next year.
The Dave DeBolt Memorial Fly was marred by a lack of wind, but
there was still a good turnout of local kite fliers. I spent a very pleasant
day talking to friends old and new and occasionally trying to get a kite
in the air.
Flying Colors in Mimlesota had the same problem with the wind. The
Minnesota Kite Society did a great job of putting this festival together
and everyone still had a great time. I hope that the wind cooperates
next year as this will then be a great festival. Also, I want to thank the
MKS for paying for my lodging, it was a great help to my budget.
In Wisconsin, I attended the Mexican Fiesta Fly (Wisconsin Kiters)
and the Frank Mots Memorial Fly (Kite Society of Wisconsin). The
Mexican Fiesta Fly is where the Wisconsin Kiters provide entertain
ment for the Milwaukee Mexican Fiesta at the festival grounds. I
spent a very pleasant day flying at this festival. This was the first
event in weeks that had really great winds.
The Frank Mots Memorial Fly is one of the premier events in Region
six. A large turnout of kite fliers, wind and an even larger turnout of
the general public make this a truly "must do" event. Unfortunately,
this was the first full day of my illness and I did little more than sit in
a chair. My sincere apologies to anyone that I infected; I did not know
how serious the infection was at that time.
There will be a new event next year in Burlington, Iowa. Phil Broder
is organizing Kites over Burlington (KOB). This will be the second
sport kite event in the region, and I hope that Phil gets great support
from the competitors so this becomes an annual event. Other than
that, I have no report on Iowa; it is almost certainly sitting in my mail.
I will try to catch up on their activities in the next report.
In Illinois, I attended the Farm Fly, a great little event put on by Carl
and Kathy Hom which was another victim of absolutely no wind.
However, good friends and a barbecue made for a very pleasant
afternoon. I also went to the Lincoln Park OZ festival in Chicago
where they are trying to promote kites and kite flying. It was a truly
pleasant afternoon of kite making for kids and kite flying. It has
started small, but will hopefully grow much larger.
My last event of the season was the Special Olympics in Lisle, IL.
Charlie and Pat Sotich joined me for the day of kite making for the
Special Olympians. It is truly a pleasure to see the joy in the
children's faces when they are flying the kite that they built. If you
get the chance to help out at an event like this, do it. It is great
exposure for kiting, but more importantly it will make you feel good
and help spread some joy among kids that really need it.
I will close with a reminder that a truly unique kite fly is coming up in
February. "Kites on Ice" will be held in February in Madison,
Wisconsin. This event is bringing in kite makers and fliers from
around the country and overseas. It will be a truly unique experience
that you will not want to miss. For more information, check out the
website at www .madfest.org.
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8
South Central
Troy Gunn
Winter is finally here! After a long hot summer here in Texas, the
cooler weather is a relief.
June 27-28 the Libertyfest Kite Festival took place. The festival was
held in a state park next to Lake Arcadia. The weekend weather
brought sunny skies and temps in the 90's, with winds hovering around
5- 1 0 mph. This festival used to be a competition event but changed its
format last year to a relaxing demo festival. The festival is organized
by the Oklahoma Kiters Club of Oklahoma City. This a group of about
1 0- 1 5 kiters that take their hobby very seriously. What I mean by
seriously is that they never miss a weekend where they all gather
together to have fun flying their kites. They specialize in team flying
and at this festival they wowed the crowd with hours of 4-8 man team
demonstrations. The Dermers were on hand as usual to set up an AKA
info booth and to teach kids to build sled kites. There were conces
sions and kite vendors on site to satisfy the spectators' hunger and kite
buying needs.
Saturday evening the Oklahoma Kiters Club treated all the attending
kiters to an outdoor BBQ. Later that evening several hundred
spectators showed up to watch the night fly. As usual, the team flying

of the OK Kiters gave the spectators a great show! Thanks to all the
Oklahoma Kiters Club members for hosting a very fun and relaxing
festival !
Next stop was the Oklahoma City 3rd Annual Hot Air Balloon Festival
on Aug 7-9. The Oklahoma Kiters Club was once again on hand to
give a show for the 1 25,000 spectators at this festival. Also, the Tulsa
Wind Riders and several kiters from Texas, Kansas, Colorado &
Mississippi made the trip to help in entertaining the large crowds. The
kiter from Mississippi was Mike Smathers. Mike traveled 600 miles to
the event, only to have the transmission of his pickup completely fail.
Mike's transmission problems occurred on Saturday morning just as he
was arriving at the Balloon fest location (B ummer)! Mike opted for a
new transmission from a dealership at a cost of $2400. Ouch! This trip
was a costly one for Mike, to say the least. Sam & Barbie Pedregon
made the trip from Colorado and brought a few other kiters with them.
Thanks to the Pedregons for putting up almost every large Peter Lynn
inflatable that they own plus 252 & 125 flow forms. Mike from
Mississippi put up 125 & 252 flow forms. Dermer and Tom Arbster
each put up 252s, as well! The single line display was awesome with 6
large flow forms, a trilobite, a giant octopus, a large gecko, a set of
Natalie's Legs, etc. ! The winds were too strong for most of the 75 hot
air balloon teams to launch all at once so they launched in spurts. In
·
the meantime, all of the kiters flew their kites, gave buggy rides
(thanks, Clifford Lemons), and flew ballet routines to the delight of the
crowds! Next year looks to be even bigger and better! !
Next up was the 6th Annual Silver Wings Kite Festival, held in
Wichita, KS on August 29- 30, put on by the Wichita Windj ammers
Kite Club. As a first-time national event it saw competitors and kite
flyers come from New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri,
Nebraska, Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan. After a slow start on
Saturday morning due to low wind, the competition was well under
way by afternoon and finished up
easily on Sunday, when winds and
weather were nearly perfect.
This year's festival saw one of the
greatest spectator turnouts ever.
Based on the Official Kite Festival
Organizer's Method of Attendance
Estimating and Reporting (a
complicated formula involving
temperature, map coordinates and
the Julian date), there were over
2,400,000 present. I know this is
accurate because I've been to
many other festivals reporting
similar numbers and they looked
to be about the same. Silver Wings
is a fundraiser for the MDA, and it was a
big success due in part to several kite events
that got the public involved. Amy Pittman's
miniature kite making booth and the sled

Silver Wings Kite Festival
Starting top left, going clockwiseAir Adventures Mobil Kite Store, the buggy
field setup, announcerTom "Sparky" Rieg
from Wichita, KS,and three homemade
banners by Kevin Kramer from Taos, N M .
-photos b y Sam Pedregon
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kite making booth with materials from Richard Dermer were busy all
weekend making close to 300 kites. Barney Tull from the Wichita
Windjammers reprised the "Fly for a Cure" by giving hands-on
instruction to anyone interested in trying a sport kite. On Sunday, Cliff
Lemons with his tandem buggy gave some pretty swift rides to those
who dared. Sam and Barbie Pedragon from Colorado were there all
weekend long showing off their giant kites. Thanks to the Pedregons,
we had several perfect candy drops using their patented never-fail,
low-tech, Wal-Mart bag technique. The biggest unsolved kite festival
mystery has to be where in the world all those kids came from when
candy drop time happened-it never ceases to amaze! Also on hand
were some terrific bois, including a "Stargate" bol conceived, designed
and constructed by Don Larkie, Bill Timmerman and Allen Gillson
from Kansas City.
Saturday night featured a fantastic barbecue feast catered by the award
winning "Men in Black" barbecue team. This was followed by a very
successful auction and indoor fly, all at an indoor soccer arena, all very
hot. Congratulations go out to fIrst place sport kite winners, Steven
Chisolm, Alex Hom, Blake Pelton, Phil Broder, Mike Delfar, Shane
Snowden, Troy Gunn, Gary Pittman, Team TKO II (Myself & Jerry
Hershey), and Team Wind Wizards (Chris Moore, Brian Guille, Shane
Snowden). Also a big thanks to event sponsors Air Adventures and
Quick Trip, and to all of those volunteering and attending, for making
this year's Silver Wings one of the best ever!
Troy is forever sending me some bit of information. From now on I will share
them with you here. We are counting on you Troy to keep them coming!

Troy's Ti ps!
Below i s the URL for t h e New Japan Kite Association website.

http://www.tako.gr.jp/
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Intermountain
Robin Loehr
I just got back from the Lewis and Clark Kite Exposition in Seaside,
Oregon, September 1 0 to 1 3 . Great weather and wind (at least through
Saturday; Sunday was foggy and we flew Pairs Ballet in 112 mph wind).
This fIrst annual NW Conference event drew a fair number of competi
tors and a whole flock of single-line folks. Seaside boasts a beautiful
deep beach protected to north and south by picturesque capes. A long
promenade above the seawall allowed the spectators an unobstructed
view of a panorama of kites. Hosted by Bill and Marie Storey, the L &
C Kite Expo demonstrated that single line festivals and stunt kite
competitions can support and enhance each other. Jim Soellner staked
his Illusion in a fade and left it that way for an hour though some
competition fliers did tell him he should move it over to the single line
fIeld. Doc Counce, regionally infamous para-bear dropper, said the kite
still had two lines and should stay where it was. Parachuting Bears? All

day Saturday bears climbed the lines to float down into the arms of a
lucky child who had drawn the right to keep the bear he caught. The
Forsbergs ran the stunt kite competition like they'd done it before (a
couple of hundred times?) and produced the requisite winners and non
winners (myself included). Place or not I still got to stand in that big
fIeld on a beautiful beach under a sky filled with hundreds of kites
surrounded by incredible sound (thank you, Gene Cavenaile) and fly!
Win or lose, four minutes is a beautiful long time under those condi
tions.
Held the same weekend, the Asian Kite Festival in Eugene is in some
ways as different as a kite festival can be. Just got pieces of news
about it from Steve O'Brien, AOK President and Announcer for the
event. Picture this: Warm sunny blue sky, park-like setting, some
wind, some tall trees (make that some variable winds) and dozens of
kites, most of Asian origin or design. Part of Eugene's Asian Festival,
the kite event is a themed fly with organic roots in the community.
Throw in a dash of Western tech--Peter Betancourt, now a Eugene
resident, flew a dual line demo--and you've got it. Come to think of it,
not that different than Seaside. Kiters, their Kites and the Sky; the
thread that connects us all.
Coming up in Region 9 are a couple of special events that deserve
attention: the Avi Festival in Laughlin, Nevada, November 20 to 2 1 ,
and the Oregon Kite Maker's Retreat, Rockaway Beach, Oregon,
January 22 to 24 .
The 3rd Annual Avi Aerial Kite Fest hints at being one of the most
enjoyable events in the Southwest. Enough tantalizing tidbits surfaced
on rec.kites that I had to surf a web page dedicated to previous years'
flys. What I saw there made me think, "If it was no more than 500
miles away, we'd go for sure." Then I thought, "Oregon and rain in
November? Or Avi and . . . . ? Gotta fInd a way to get there." Many
kiters in past years, both nationally and regionally known as well as
unknown, have graced the skies of Laughlin with their kites and
enjoyed the Avi. Kathy Plummer of Dream Merchants (520-5652 1 1 6) told me the Avi is a really big fun fly. All kite types will be
represented: buggies, dual- and quad-line, lots of single-line kites of
all sizes. Flight Squadron will demo team flying; a free kite workshop
given for kids; a sheep and wolf fly put on for fighter pilots. After
talking to Kathy I knew we were going.
A second event that not many folks know about is also very special: the
6th Annual Oregon Kite Maker's Retreat, coming soon in January.
Perhaps small by some standards (about 80 attended last year),
defInitely inexpensive ($ 1 25 covers registration, meals and lodging);
we've had kite makers who've attended all the major retreats who say
that the OKR is one of the best. Instructors this year include: Stretch
Tucker, Jose Sainz, Scott Hampton, Tom Sisson, Capt. Dick
Wightman, Mary Yoshimi, Barry Crites, Sue Clark, Gerry Pennell,
Guy Skeer, Deb Cooley, and Sam Wright. Classes are small. One
year we got to sit with only twelve other kiters and Martin Lester and
mine his secrets for two hours. When was the last time you got to do
that? The OKR may be a sleeper, but we're very proud of it and the
volunteers who put it on. And January on the Oregon coast? A perfect
time to be inside sewing with kite making friends.
If Oregon seems over-represented in this column, that's because
Oregon is my home state and "Nobody tells me Nothin ' ! " Idaho,
Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Arizona kiters: Send me some news.
good flying
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time but it has been held at Magnuson Park in Seattle the last couple
of years. Contact Ken Com-ad or Suzanne Sadow at Great Winds Kite
Shop for the details. It is a great way to start the New Year. I am
hopeful to attend this coming year. The dreaded flu bug kept me away
from the last one but I usually make this event an annual tradition! I
believe the Lilac City Windchasers also have an Icicle Fly on that date.

Region
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At the time I am writing this, the convention is still a month away so I
can't elaborate and brag about how well the Northwest was repre
sented at the convention. I am confident that we did well, though. I'l!
be able to go into more detail in my report that I write for the January/
February issue.

Northwest
Robin Haas
I can hardly believe a full year has gone by since I became the
Regional Director for Region 1 0. There has been so much going on
that it seems time just disappeared. I have enjoyed the opportwlity to
serve you so far and I am looking forward to the next two years. I have
appreciated so many of you taking the time to let me know that you are
enjoying these reports. Please remember that my job entails more than
writing a report for each issue of KITING. I am here to serve as your
representative to the AKA. If there is any issue or concern that you
may have, please don't hesitate to let me know so I can respond or
attempt to take some action.
We have reached the time of year that things begin to settle down. I
am not aware of any kiting activities coming up other than some clubs
having holiday get-togethers. There should be another Protest the
Bowls Fly on January 1 , 1 999. I don't have any details on it at this

The Washington State International Kite Festival (WSIKF) was
another huge success. The weather cooperated more this year than any
other year in recent memory. It seemed to me that the number of
people was down a little but those that came had a great time. There
were some great displays of kites and a lot of fun activities to enjoy.
I would encourage those of you with ideas for activities that you would
like to see take place at WSIKF to get involved. Genny Forsberg has
stepped down as the coordinator of the event after holding the position
for quite a few years. Her energy and ideas have helped the festival
gain the recognition it has received in the recent past. Her absence
will be felt. It is time for people with new energy and new ideas to
step up and get involved. This is what encourages growth and keeps
things fresh and exciting! If you would like to be involved with the
plalming for next year's festival get in touch with me and I will get you
in touch with the proper people.

The Skyhook™ Modular Kite

m
m
The kite
YOll can change
agatn,and again,andagIDn ...
•
•

•

•
•

A patented kite system with interchangeable wings and frames.
Components are quickly changed to form different kites
from a 4' box kite, to Conynes, large Delta, and much more.
Unlimited possibilities,
as variable as the winds-as adaptable as your preferences.
Ready to fly with line and winder. Ripstop nylon throughout.
Meticulously manufactured in the U.S.A.

Cloud Catcher Kites

p.o. Box 534
Brookfield, IL 6051 3-0534
1-888-SKYHOOK
www.cloudcatcher.com
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I apologize for not making it to the Up Your
Wind Festival in Pacific Beach like I said I
planned to do in the last issue. I decided that it
would be best if I went to Seaside and judged
at the Lewis and Clark Exposition so I would
have one competition under my belt with the
latest rules before acting as Chief Judge for the
Washington State Stunt Kite Championship.
I'm sorry if some of you were disappointed that
you didn't get to taste my famous Black Bean
Chili. I only make the chili twice a year. I
make it for a Super Bowl party I attend every
year and for the Up Your Wind Kite Festival
(helping to contribute to the name you see!).
Just to make up for it, I will make a batch and
bring it to the Protest the Bowls Fly. It is
usually cold outside but one bowl of this is
guaranteed to warm you from the inside! Now I
know there are probably some folks in Spokane
calling foul, but they'll just have to wait until
the next Up Your Wind Festival if they don't
make the trek to this side of the mountains!
Well, that is about all the space I have for this
issue except to say that I hope everyone has a
safe and happy Holiday Season. Keep those
sewing machines oiled, tuned, and cranking out
the new kites and spring will be here before
you know it to begin a new season of kiting!
Be well, fly safe, and I ' ll see you soon!
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Southern
California - Pacific
"

Ron Despojado
We may think the weather is getting a bit chillier and the days shorter,
but in Region 12 it is still kiting season.
Aire Affair Kite Productions finished up their maiden season and, with a
total of four events for 1 998, are proud to announce their series winners.
For Individual and Team events, both Ballet and Precision scores were
combined, while the remaining disciplines - Pairs, Quadline and
Freestyle had no precision events. For Novice Individual, someone who
has taken the circuit by storm--Susan Shampo; Intermediate Individual:
Alan Brooks; Experienced Individual: Lionel Gibbons; Masters
Individual (tie): Larry Bush and Miguel Rodriguez; Experienced
Quadline: Larry Mixon; Master's Quadline: Ron Despojado; Open
Freestyle: someone who revitalized the spirit of freestyle - Steve
LaPorte; Experienced Pairs: Sons of Thunder; Master's Pairs: Team
Papalotes; and Master's Team: Tsunami. Congratulations and a hearty
thank you I'm sure to all the participants.
Late in September, Seal Beach had a kite festival on the smmy sands.
The following day the Kite Connection had a
festival at Huntington Beach. Both events
featured fun flying and demonstrations, as well
as kitemaking for the kids.
The Amazing Ray Bethell visited Belmont
Shores in October for "Pierfest Sea and Air Show
'98". Pierfest was put together by the Port of
Long Beach with the assistance of ANCAL for
the kiting facet. Team Wind Witches again
featured a mystery ballet which is fast becoming
a popular event. The weekend was filled with
entertainment from the kiters, musical groups, an
air show, and a crafts fair.

i

October I I was the second annual City of
Oceanside Kite Festival. For the second year in a
row, the San Diego Kite Club, headed by
President Greg Lawrence, VP Jim Skryja, Sec'y
Jane Skryja and a number of SDKC members
helped to put together (again! ) hundreds and
hundreds and hundreds of kites for the kids.
Meanwhile, others were entertaining and filling
the skies with their kites adjacent to the pier.
There was no report this year of anyone climbing
the pier railing to rescue a kite tail off a tree.
Two of us from Region 12 were honored to have
been asked to host seminars at the AKA
Convention. Larry Mixon held a class on
"Applique Techniques for Award Winning Kites".
Larry has within the last few years put together a
stunning gallery of work. Included in this has
been his recent "Minnie Mouse Queen of
Hearts" and "The Watch". Larry's work has
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been known for its detail and craftsmanship. H e joins a list of local
award wilming kite builders that includes Randy Tom, Jose Sainz, Gail
Lindsay, Ron Gibian, and Bobby Stanfield - an all-star gallery. He also
makes "The Factor" stunt kite which in itself has garnered numerous
awards. I, on the other hand, held a class on "Choreographing a
Quadline Ballet." The main focus was to emphasize and exploit the
differences between dual-line and quad-line flight. Music selection and
advanced maneuvers, among other topics made up the majority of the
agenda.
Is it on or off? Though not officially in Region 1 2, the Avi Kite Festival
has always been a very popular event for the Region 1 2 members. The
event is scheduled for late November and has been organized by Kathy
Plummer of Dream Works in Arizona. Among those scheduled to go are
Louie & Linda Mixon from Corona, and Marshall & Ellen Morgan from
San Clemente. The event always draws visitors and special guests from
out of the area. The Avi Casino has been a welcome change in accom
modations for kiters. The unofficial slogan has been "Let'em fly during
the day and let it ride at night! "
And finally, the San Diego Kite Club is "gonna party like it's 1 999"
(apologies to Prince, TAFKAP, "the symbol", or whatever his Purple
Highness answers to these days) with its Annual New Year's Day Fly.
SDKC has been proud to hold this event for the past 7 years. And the
event will be held, of course, on January 1 , 1 999. The event has been
a haven for those wanting to escape the cold weather. The day has
historically been tailor-made for kite flying with blue skies and mild
yet steady winds. That, plus a potluck - what more can we ask! ?
This i s my last colunm a s interim regional director, s o. . . happy flying
and I hope to see you soon!

Member Merchants

Receive a 1 0% discount off the regular price at these fine merchants.
Alabama
Forever Flying
1 7 1 1 -P Central Parkway SW
Decatur, AL 35601
(256) 308-0988

Alaska
Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Avenue, #1 58
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 279-4FUN, Fax (907) 279-4388

Dream Merchant
4 1 95 West Hwy. 68
Golden Valley, AZ. 864 1 3
(520) 565-9592
Play It By Air
2901 E. Grant Road
Tucson, AZ. 857 1 6
(520) 326-3442, Fax (520) 326-6626

Arkansas
KaleidoKites
1 -C Spring Street
Eureka Springs, AR 72632
(501) 253-6596

California
BFK
2500 E. Imperial Heights # 1 2 2
Brea, C A 92621
(714) 529-6589, Fax (818) 9 1 2-1 272
Candy & Kites
1 4 1 5 Coast H ighway, P.O. Box 8
Bodega Bay, CA 94923
(707) 875-3777, Fax (707) 783-341 7
Come Fly A Kite
1 228 State Street
Santa Barbara, CA 931 0 1
(805) 966-2694

Knight's Kites
2300 45th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 941 1 6
(41 5) 731 -8554, Fax (41 5) 664-5483
Sport Kites Intemational
20505 Yorba Linda Blvd. #800
Yorba Linda, CA 92886
(714) 779-2022, Fax (714) 970-7982
Super Kites
4738 Elmhurst Drive
San Jose, CA 951 2 9
(408) 252-2566
Tight Lines Kite Company
1 024 Thomas Lane
Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 654-1227
Windbome Kites
685 Cannery Row, #1 1 3
Monterey, CA 93940
(408) 373-7422
Wind Wizard
398 Crocker Avenue, P.O. Box 7304
Ventura, CA 93006-7304
(805) 659-5769
E-Mail: windwiz@windwizard.com
http://www.windwizard.com

Colorado
Borneo Bil/ lmports
4 1 6 State Avenue, P.O. Box 1 025
Alamosa, CO 81 1 01
(719) 589-1644, Fax (7 1 9) 589-1645
Into The Wind
1 408 Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302
(303) 449-535, Fax (303) 449-731 5
E-Mail: intowind@aol.com
Wizard of the Wind
1 3761 Braun Dr., Golden, CO 80401
(303) 478-6394

Delaware

Epic Kites Etc.
423 Culver Blvd.
Playa Del Rey, CA 90293-7705
(310) 679-61 76 or (310) 822-9550

Kites, Tails & Toys
1 0 1 Garfield Parkway
Bethany Beach, DE 1 9930
(302) 539-4046

EZ Flyer Kites
1 1 7 Greenwich Village
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
(310) 379-0295, Fax (714) 840-7236

Rehoboth Sport & Kite Co.
1 Virginia Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 1 9971
(302) 227-6996, Fax (302) 227-951 5

Gone With The Wind Kites
200 Industrial Road # 1 00
San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 594-1 055

Florida

Highline Kites of Berkeley
6809 Del Monte Avenue
Richmond View, CA 94805-2048
(510) 235-5483
Into Paradise
P.O. Box 522, Felton, CA 950 1 8
(408) 336-0314, Fax (408) 336-1563
E-Mail: intopara@cruzio.com
Into the Blue
65 Third Street, P.O. Box 7 1 8
Point Reyes Station, C A 94956
(415) 663-1 147
Kite Ranch
24201 W. Valencia Blvd. #201 7
Valencia, CA 91 355
(805) 254-71 23 , Fax (805) 943-2274
Kites Etc.
1 6802 Pacific Coast Hwy.
Sunset Beach , CA 90742
(714) 969- 1 93 1 , Fax (714) 969 - 1 93 1

Flash Flights
5348 Gulf Drive #C
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1 5 1 3
(94 1 ) 778-7600, Fax (94 1 ) 778-7706

The Kite Harbor
435 E. Illinois, Chicago, IL 606 1 1
(31 2) 321 -5483, Fax ( 3 1 2) 321 -5484
E-Mail: kitehbr@interaccess.com
The Kite Harbor#2
1 09 N. Marion, Oak Park, I L 60301
(708) 848-4907
Stanton Hobby Shop
4 7 1 8 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, I L 60630
(31 2) 283-6446, Fax (31 2) 283-6842

Play With The Wind
1 306 N. Eclipse Place
South Bend, IN 46628
(219) 237-0395
E-Mail: playwind@compuserve.com
Sun Oak Kites
1 05 N. Cook Road, Muncie, IN 47303
(765) 284-6098
Tether Point Kites
81 1 3 Talliho Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46256
(317) 845-9905 or (31 7) 849-5986
Fax (317) 849-6046

Imaginations
700 6th Street SE, LeMars, IA 5 1 03 1
(712) 546-59 1 0

Wind Wizards
1 2944 W. 87th St. Pkwy.
Lenexa, KS 662 1 5
(91 3) 884-51 77, Fax (9 1 2) 894-1 07 1

Louisiana
The Kite Shop /Jackson Square
542 Saint Peter Street
New Orleans, LA 70 1 1 6
(504) 524-0028
Kites, Tails and Toys, Inc.
1 Poydras, #90
New Orleans, LA 7 0 1 30
(504) 529-3247, Fax (504) 566-0730

Northern Sky Toyz
388 Fore Street, Portland, ME 041 0 1
(207) 828-091 1 , F a x (207) 865-091 1

Massachusetts
Kites of Boston
7 North Market, Faneuil Hall
Marketplace, Boston, MA 02 1 0 9
( 6 1 7 ) 742-1 455

Kool Kites
3247 Bahia Vista Street
Sarasota, FL 34239-7302
(81 3) 756-4099 or (813) 751 -6427

Sea Side Kites
259 Nantasket Ave. , Hull, MA 02045
(78 1 ) 925-3277
E-Mail: gjkites@juno.com

On Air
208 Johns Pass Boardwalk
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
(81 3) 398-4472

Maryland

Georgia
Savannah Sails & Rails / T. C. Ultra
423 E. River Street
Savannah, GA 3 1 401
(91 2 ) 232-720 1 , Fax (91 2 ) 232-0655

J & T Enterprises
2 1 77 E. Bluewater Highway
Ionia, M I 48846
(6 1 6) 527-4229, Fax (616) 527-2420
Kite Kraft
576 S. Main, Frankenmuth, MI 48734
(517) 781 -3029 or (51 7) 652-2961
Kites & Fun Things
1 049 S. Main St., Plymouth, MI 481 70
(31 3) 454-3760, Fax (31 3) 454-0345
The Unique Place
525 S. Washington
Royal Oak, M I 48067
(31 3) 398-5900

Flying High With Charon
5633 Carlton Dr. , St. Louis, MO 63049
(314) 376-6055
Wind Wizards #2
6202 N. W. Barry Road
Kansas City, MO 641 5 1
(816) 746-1 1 97 , Fax (81 6) 746-931 0
Wind Wizards #3
307 Main, Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 472-5483

Montana
Amazing Toys
3 1 9 Central Ave.
Great Falls, MT 59401
(406) 727-5557

Nebraska
Becky's Performance Kites
3530 Woodbine Avenue
Lincoln , N E 68506-5741
(402) 489-0845
It Flys
1 208 • Howard Street
Omaha, NE 68102
(402) 342-9032 or (402) 346-3607
Picture Pretty Kites
651 2 N. 44th St., Omaha, NE 681 1 2
(402) 333-0322, Fax (402) 453-4970

Kitesville USA, Inc.
405 Gulf Blvd.
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 34635
(81 3) 596-3431 , Fax (81 3) 596-7681

Salt Lake Distributors
4 1 1 S. 1 st Street #402
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
(800) 847-7258, Fax (904) 221 -7327

Flying Wizard Kites
4903 Lancaster Hills Drive #292
Clarkston, MI 48346
(810) 736-4037, or (800) 541-30 1 9

The Kite Loft
51 1 Boardwalk, P.O. Box 551
Ocean City, MD 2 1 842
(410) 289-7855, Fax (4 1 0) 289-5726
Kites Up & Away
8 Fleet Street, Annapolis, MD 2 1 401
(410) 263-4628

Flyin ' High
4433 N. US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
(517) 739-8658, Fax (51 7) 739-8669

Prairie Flyer Kites
938 N. 70th St., Lincoln, NE 68505
(402) 434-5 3 1 8
Prairieland Loft
429 S. 9th Avenue
Broken Bow, NE 68822
(308) 848-3373 or (308) 872-8307

BFK Sports of Las Vegas
31 1 1 S. Valley View #A-1 1 6
Las Vegas, N V 891 02
(702) 220-4340, Fax (702) 365-8381
Inter. Gardens' Wind Toys
7777 White Fir Street
Reno, NV 89523
(702) 786-021 6, Fax (702) 747-1227

New Mexico
Kites & More
5604 Menaul Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, N M 871 1 0
(505) 898-6805 o r (505) 883-0028

Catch the Wind-Florence
1 250 S.W. Bay, P.O. Box 1 923
Florence, OR 97439
(54 1 ) 997-9500

Buffalo Beano Company
801 University Avenue
Lubbock, TX 7940 1
(800) 788-BEANO, Fax (806) 763-KITE

Gasworks Park Kite Shop
3333 Wallingford Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98 1 03
(206) 632-6 1 5 1 , Fax (206) 633-0301
E-Mail: goodwinds@aol.com

Catch the Wind-Lincoln City
266 S . E . Highway 1 0 1 , P.O. Box 973
Lincoln City, O R 97367
(800) 227-7878, Fax (503) 994-4766

Denton Baseball Cards, Kites
508 South Elm #1
Denton, TX 76201
(940) 380-04 1 0

Great Winds Kite Shop
402 Occidental Ave. South
Seattle, WA 981 04
(206) 624-6886, Fax (206) 624-9633

Catch the Wind-Newport
669 S.w. Bay Blvd . , P.O. Box 736
Newport, O R 97366
(541 ) 265-9500

Fly It Port A
405 Cut Off Road
Port Aransas, TX 78373
(51 2) 729-36 1 2 or (5 1 2) 749-41 90
E-Mail: Iyit@dbstech.com

Hi-Flyers
55 Main SI. , Pacific Beach , WA
(360) 276=8377

New York

Big City Kite Company
1 2 1 0 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 1 0028
(2 1 2) 472-2623, Fax (21 2) 472-2998
Buffalo Kite Company
49 Argyle Ave. , Buffalo, NY 1 4226
(7 1 6) 834-2879
http://members.aol.com/MBOXKITE/
index1 .html
No Strings Attached
12 Dunsbach Rd .
Clifton Park, NY 1 2065
(51 8) 371 -85 1 0
North Carolina

Kites Unlimited-Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Station Shopping Center
P.O. Box 2278
Atlantic Beach, N C 2851 2-2278
(9 1 9) 247-5965 or (9 1 9) 247-70 1 1
Kites Unlimited-Raleigh
North Hills Mall, Raleigh, NC 27609
(91 9) 783-9660 or (91 9) 787-42 1 2
Kitty Hawk Kites
P.O. Box 1 839, Nags Head , NC 27959
(91 9) 441 -4 1 24, Fax (91 9) 44 1 -7597
Ohio

Air-Fun Kites
7996 Fox Cub Court
West Chester, OH 45069
(51 3) 777-4383, Fax (888) 247-3861
E-Mail: http://www.air-fun.com
Big Sky Kites
6600 Ridge Road
Cincinnati , OH 452 1 3
(5 1 3) 631 -7223, Fax (51 3) 792-2 1 44
Creative Banners, Flags, Kites
622 S. Main SI. , Dayton, OH 45402
(513) 228-5577, Fax (51 3) 228-9271
Eye'z UP Kites Accessories
3578 Birdland Ave. , Akron, OH 443 1 9
(330) 644-8200, Fax (21 6) 644-8200
Wings on the Wind
1 26 West Wooster Street
Bowling Green, OH 43402
(41 9) 352-5483, Fax (4 1 9) 353-5483
E-Mail: wowkites@wowkites.com
http://www.wowkites.com
Yankee Doodle Flag Company
2430 Tremainsville Rd ,
PO Box 58 1 5 Toledo, OH 436 1 3
(800) 228-3524
Oklahoma

Kinetic Kites
631 3 Willow Ridge, P.O. Box 477
Bethany, OK 73008
(405) 722-KITE
Thomason's Sport Kites
RR#1 , Box 65
Lahoma, OK 73754
(850) 796-2359
E-Mail: kites@ionel.net
http://www. ionet.neti-kites
Oregon
Catch the Wind-Depoe Bay
304 S.E. Hwy. 1 0 1 , P.O. Box 324
Depoe Bay, OR 9734 1
(54 1 ) 765-2900

Gone Flying
1 65 S . Miller Street, P.O. Box 270
Rockaway Beach, OR 971 36
(503) 368-7 1 1 4 or (503) 355-2225
Paint the Sky Kites
828 N .w. 23rd
Portland, O R 972 1 0
(503) 222-5096, Fax (503) 222-5034
Wind Dancer Unlimited
85 Broadway
Seaside, OR 971 38
(503) 7 1 7-01 38, Fax (503) 7 1 7-0241
E-Mail: windance@seasurf.net
Pennsylvania

Burlesque Kites
1 6 West Third Street
Bethlehem, PA 1 80 1 5-6922
(61 0) 867-4999, Fax (2 1 5) 867-4999
Gale Force Kites
200 Manor Dr., Mohrsville, PA 1 954 1
(6 1 0) 926-7066, Fax (61 0) 9 1 6-1 331
Grandmaster Kites
222 West Third Street, P.O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA 1 8631
(71 7) 759-3 1 67 , Fax (71 7) 759-3 1 67
Kite Studio
5555 Hamilton Bvld , N E
Wescosville, P A 1 8 1 06
(6 1 0) 395-3560
Susquehanna Kite Company
29 Cool Creek Manor Drive
Wrightsville, PA 1 7368
(71 7) 252-0835, Fax ( 7 1 7 ) 252-0835
Windstar Kites of Greater Pittsburgh
203 Ridgeway Dr., Baden, PA 1 5005
(4 1 2) 869-4488
Rhode Island

High Flyers Flight Co.
492 Thames SI., Newport, RI 02840
(40 1 ) 846-3262
South Carolina

Kites Fly'n Hi
The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
Charlesto n , SC 2940 1
(803) 577-3529
Tennessee

River City Kites
291 5 Ozark Rd.
Chattanooga, TN 374 1 5
( 6 1 5 ) 267-5858
Texas
Buck-N-Blue Outdoors
P . O . Box 2 1 2 1
Alvi n , T X 775 1 2-2 1 2 1
(7 1 3) 581 -2728, Fax (7 1 3) 393-3 1 00
E-Mail: fun@jbrau.com
http://www.j brau.com

Kite Sensations
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Midway
Spring, TX 77373
888 287 4297 or (71 3) 288-4700
•

Long Beach Kites
1 04 Pacific Avenue N . , P.O. Box 1 1 7
Long Beach , WA 98631
(206) 642-2202, Fax (206) 642-231 8
Ocean Kites
5 1 1 S. Pacific, P . O . Box 1 287
Long Beach, WA 9863 1
(360) 642-8988 , Fax (360) 642-8986

Kites Over Houston
50 1 5 Westheimer #1 450
Houston, TX 77056
(7 1 3) 960-060, Fax (7 1 3) 960-0608

Wisconsin

Kites Unlimited
3802 Cove View
Galveston, TX 77552
(409) 744-74 1 4 or (409) 744-4 1 2 1

Aerial Stunt Kites
1 2 1 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, WI 53 1 47
(41 4) 249-0631

Lone Star Kites
P.O. Box 1 25 1 , Pflugerville, TX 7869 1
(51 2) 251 -2033, Fax ( 5 1 2 ) 25 1 -2 1 88
http://www.lonestarkites.com

Fish Creek Kite Company
3853 Highway 42, P.O. Box 331
Fish Creek, WI 542 1 2
(4 1 4) 868-3769

R&R Kites & More
97 S. Austin , P.O. Box 995
Rockport, TX 78382
( 5 1 2) 729-1 301 or (512) 729- 1 29 1

Canada

Rainbows 4 Sail
Route 3, Box 86A
Waxahachie, TX 75 1 67
(972) 938-3954 or (972) 923-0242
Sky Delight Kites
P . O . Box 1 989
Kingsland, TX 78639
(91 5) 388-9288
E-Mail:
PoyJ@ice4.kcps.rd.hydro.on.ca
Windchasers
5800 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX 78597
(21 0) 761 -7484, Fax (2 1 0) 761 -7703
E-Mail: wndchasrs@kiteshop.com
http://www.kiteshop.com
World Wind Kites
7208 McNeil Drive #204
Austin, TX 78729
(800) 550-0858, Fax ( 5 1 2 ) 250- 1 1 27
Virginia

Blue Ridge Kites
1 234 Windsor Dr. , Bedford, VA 24523
(703) 586-6846
Hang-em High Fabrics
1 420 Yale Ave . , Richmond, VA 23224
(804) 233-6 1 55, Fax (804) 233-6 1 55
Jackite, Inc.
2868 W. Landing Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
(804) 426-5359, Fax (804) 426-7 1 90
Washington

Colors on the Wind
1 1 8 E. Wellesley
Spokane, WA 99207
(509) 326-9221 or (509) 484-KITE
Four Winds Kite Shop
1 9 1 1 Broadway, Everett, WA 9820 1
(425) 339-9334

Boreal Kites/Gothic Design
RR#4, SI. Thomas, Ontario N5P 3S8
(51 9) 775-2527
Concept Air
201 Boul. Tadoussac
Canton Tremblay, PO G7H 5A8
(4 1 8) 545-8368
Fax (41 8) 545-2288
E-Mail: traction@conceptair.com
Four Wind Flyers
3901 -49 Avenue
Lloydminster, S K S9V OS1
(306) 825-7877 or (306) 825-5422
Kites & Puppets Only
1 496 Cartwright Street, Box 1 3
Vancouver, B C V6H 3Y5
(604) 685-9877
Fax (604) 689-0820
International

AGAIN
Shinshia Yamate 1 F
Yamate Douri 3-24 Showa-ku
Nagoya 466 JAPAN
(81 ) 52-74 1 -0683 or (8 1 ) 52-l335-·S80ISli
Fax (8 1 ) 52-835-9987
Air's Kite Works Co. Ltd.
1 -9-4 Hasegawa Riki Bldg.
Ebisunami, Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 1 50 JAPAN
(81 ) 3-3760-7341
Fax (81 ) 3-3760-7342
Chill Out
Unit 36 Chamorro Village
P.O. Box 4585
Agana, Guam 96932
(67 1 ) 472-4867 or 4868
Fax (67 1 ) 472-4865
Windy Top Deltas
Monsr. Schell 55
1 832 Lomas de Zamora
Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA
(54) 1 -245-7945
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WHER E IT'S AT . . .
by Corey Jensen

Where are we bound?

Our kite club is not growing. We seem stuck. The kite stores are slill selling kites, but the last few years they have been
selling more and more toys. Sport kite competitions draw the same people each time (or so it seems) instead of crowds.
What is happening? Are we doing something wrong? What can we do to change this?
The AKA Convention gathers some of the finest kite builders and flyers from around the world, and we can't or won't
attract an audience. Are we afraid they might want to play with us? Is the fear justified or are we fooling ourselves and
missing the point?
I have heard the argument that if non-members come to the AKA Convention, they take advantage of all our organiza
tion without paying their fair share. Sounds paranoid to me. Our membership committee should be out there signing up
new members ... Not trying to scare them away. If we welcome new people when they come to our convention, they just
might want to join. Kite flying is a sharing kind of game, after all.
In my opinion ... We, the AKA and each of us as AKA members, need to be able to DO more. Asking the general
membership to recruit new members is easy. But we need effective tools to grow our club. The lack of significant
results shows me that we lack these tools and because of that, many of us are waiting for someone else to really do it.
My suggestions include expanding the way we play, making the kite game more fun and a bit less serious. No disre
spect to all the fine kite builders out there, but I think the great builders and such high standards scare many others
away from participation. I would like to see kite building games built around making kites from beach trash a n d found objects. O r the kites that look the worst
up close and beautiful in the sky. Or best family-built kites. How about a non-sewn kite category? Are you beginning to see my point? Each year at the
convention the best kites are displayed at the banquet and one is voted People's Choice. I resent having to choose between such incredible creations . . . To
select one over the others . . . So I refuse to vote. I n my opinion all are winners. Who says only one can be so honored. Why can't all the builders go home
winners?
The same creativity can be used to reinvigorate the sport kite scene. Who but sport kite fliers (and manufacturers hoping to sell more product) really care who
flies whichever sport kite the best? Most competitions seem to be little more than promotions by kite stores to increase sales. Where did the "I fly better than
you" idea come from anyway? What happened to playing together? So . . . What can we as individual kite fliers do? Perhaps the role of the AKA Convention
should be to encourage and teach us to be more creative and innovative. How to organize a spectacular kite show and draw a crowd. I like the idea of being a
dancing bear, performing in the center ring and creating awe and wonder in a crowd . Sounds satisfying. Personally, I would like to see great sport kite fliers
and pairs and teams showing off their best routines at the convention instead of competing. They would be much more fun if they weren't all worried about
winning and losing. That should be the reward for all the work. The opportunity to show off. . . rather than hold just another competition.
I find kite fliers to be some ofthe most creative and innovative individuals I have ever known. The challenge of change is not too difficult. It takes some brain
work. It takes some creative thinking. But the rewards . . . Think of the benefits of making the games more fun and less serious. Share your great ideas ...
Encourage board members and kite event organizers to
innovate . . . Offer to help . . . The future is ours . . . Let's make it
Corey Jensen is a past president of the AKA, an avid kiteflier and buggy
a great one.

enthusiast, an all around, full-time kite expert and a part-time aerial philosopher.
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Support the AKA

- Sign up a New Member! - Support the AKA
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Membership Dues

Membership Application
0 New Member

0

0
o Renewal
o Rei nstatement 0

Reg i ster me as a Member Merchant
Don't publish my name i n the Dir.
Don't distribute my name outside AKA

Name _______ Spouse ________________
Address

Email _________________
Zip

----------

City

State

Home Phone

Work Phone
"---

Other Family Membe!.-"
rs'--____________________________________

Charge my Visa/MasterCard #

1 yr 2 yr

I NDIVI DUAL Kiting via 3rd class mail
ADDITIONAL FAMI LY per person
relatives living in same household
U S 1 st CLASS MAIL add
SPONSOR KIting via 1 st class mail
includes tax deductible contribution

25 48
4
8

8
15

1 00 200

3 yr Amount
71

__

12
22
300

IntemationalMemberspleaseaddpostageasfollows·

8 15
22
CANADA or M EXICO
10 19
28
OVERSEAS S U R FACE MAIL
OVERSEAS AIR MAIL
25 48
70
TOTAL REMITTANCE
Please remit in U.S. dollars.

Signature

Sorry, we cannot take Canadian cheques.
Send this form with your payment to:

My primary interest is:
Referred by

Dall kinds of kites

0 single line kites

0 multi-line kites

_
_
_
_
_
_
My local club.___
_

American Kitefliers Association
352 H u n gerford Drive

Rockv i l l e , MD 20850-4 1 1 7 U SA

1 1 198 Kiting
For info call 800-AKA-2550
� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -�
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VIDEOS

1 995 Tulsa (VHS-PAL - 6 left)
1 994 Wildwood (PAL - 1 left)
1 993 Seaside (PAL- 1 left)

PUBLICATIONS

Sport Kite Rules, 4th Edition
Powerflying Manual
Kites in the Classroom
How to Fly a Kite
Club Organizer 's Handbook
Kitemaking Comp· Rules, 3rd Edition
Fighter I Rokkaku Rules
Professor Kite Leaflet ( 1 00 pack)

PATCHES

AKA
1 997 Wildwood
1 996 Santa Monica
1 994 Wildwood
1 993 Seaside
1 992 Lubbock

JEWELRY

30.00
26.50
23.00

6.00
4.00
5.00
2.00
. 5.00
5.00
5.00
8.00

4:00
4.00
4.00
2.50
1 .00
1 .00

Diamond Shaped Earrings
(pierced wi AKA logo) small 80.00 large 90.00
Dangle Diamond Earrings, pierced, AKA 90.00
Diamond Shaped Pendant, with chain
60.00
Rings-w/AKA logo Mens 1 25.00 Women 1 1 5.00
Tie Tacs, AKA logo
small 45.00 large 50.00

located at ·
Kite Stud io

Wescosville, PA 1 8 1 06

......,-

1 1 1,.

.1 11 t". ......

�

1 997 Wildwood 1 1 996 Santa Monica
1 995 Tulsa I 1 994 Wildwood
1 993 Seaside MTA Gallery I 1 992 Lubbock

, American

Kitefliers

Association

4.00
2.50
1 .00
.-� .
!

l'

CLOTHING

Short Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo
1 1 .00
Long Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo
1 6.00
Santa Monica tee (XL only)
1 2.00
Santa Monica polo (XL only)
2 1 .00
2 1 .00
Santa Monica sweat (LG, XL, XXL)
1 2.00
Wildwood ' 97 tee (lg-xl only)
75.00
Nylon Jacket, royal w/AKA logo, lined
65.00
White "McBriar" Sweater, AKA logo
Polo Shirt, red, white or blue, wiAKA logo 35.00
Ltd. Edition Tees (L-XXL) AKA logo (front)
and a custom design by either Scott Skinner,
1 2.00
Ron Gibian, or Jose Sainz (back)

ACCESSORIES
5.00 & 1 0.00
Telephone Cards - AKA logo
1 0.00
Pocket Knife, 6 tools, AKA logo
8.00
Chrome tape measure, 6' w/AKA logo
4.00
Foam Koozie with logo
65.00
MLD 72" kite bag, 2 pockets, w/logo
7.50
AKA Fanny Pack, w/logo
1 25.00
AKA Nylon Banner (3 ' x 1 4 ' )
w/telescoping pole 1 50.00
2.00
AKA Window Decal
2.00
AKA Button

SHIPPING & HANDLING

5555 Hamilton Blvd.

�I

PINS, .

Patches & Pins
T-Shirts & Videos
Combinations
Overseas Shipment

1 .00
3.50
5 .00
at cost

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
PORTLAND, OR
PERMIT NO. 684

352 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD
20850-4 1 1 7
Address correction
requested

Check the renewal date on your label to see your membership expiration!
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