
...... nr .. 

I II I 

� , 

Cream of The Crop -

VOL. 16, NO.3 
MAY /JUNE 1994 

The Makings of a Great Club Newsletter 

by 
Richard Dermer 

A s AKA's club liaison chairman for the last few years, I 
have been privileged to receive kite club newsletters 

from all over the country. I usually received several 
newsletters a week and it has been wonderful. As Chris 
Moore has taken over the job, I' d like to make some 
comments on club newsletters in general and recognize 
some of the top publications of this type in the country. 

Club newsletters are a lot of work! Every organized ki te 
group owes its editor a huge thanks. A common plea by 
most editors is for more material, so do your part and 
help them out. 

The top newsletters have a lot in common. The following 
are some of the best features cif most club publications: 

1. Frequency and dependability. Some are published 
quarterly, some bimonthly. A few have tried monthly, 
but this is a good way to burn out an unpaid editor. 
Probably the most efficient system is a bi·monthly or 
quarterly newsletter with single-page mailings for 
special events. 

2. Calendar listings. Essential. The best calendars 
describe upcoming events in detail. The Bald Mountain 
club in Georgia ranks events from one to five stars 
(actually kites), ranging from informal club flys to big 
"must-attend" events. 

3. Event articles. The meat of most newsletters. Any 
kiteflying event is of interest to other fliers who 
weren't there, from a club fly to a huge festival. 
Naming attendees is a sure way to get them coming back, 
and news of how much fun they had will bring others. 

4. Construction plans and technical information. 
It's difficult for editors to get new stuff of this sort, so a 
lot of "borrowing" from each other goes on. If editors 
credit original authors/ designers/sources and present 
the full text or plans as first published, everyone's 
happy - both the readers and the originators. 

5. Member profiles. A good, unending source of 
interesting material and a great way to strengthen club 
friendships. 

6. Kite profiles/reviews. These can be of two types
information about classic or historic kites, or reviews of 

new commercial models. The latter seem more 
common, as every owner (or seller) of a new kite wants 
to brag on it. 

7. Names. The first tenet of journalism: names make 
news! From event attendees and new members to 
births, deaths, marriages, illnesses, etc., the top 
newsletters are full of them. Several clubs publish an 
annual directory, usually in the winter when news is 
scarce. 

8. Club (and AKA) information. At the minimum, a 
newsletter should incl ude the names, addresses, and 
phone numbers of the editor and club officers. The top .. 

publications, though, also feature an introduction to thE 
group, a membership application, and an AKA application. 

9. Advertisements. It's no surprise that the better 
newsletters often have several paid ads. The price is 
generally dirt cheap for small, local kite companies and 
stores, and the ads hit a perfect target market. For the 
editor, the ads provide funding for additional pages and 
serve to educate the readership as well. 

'--------

10. Original writing. Especially humor, stories, and 
poetry. In addition, how-to articles, letters to the editor, 
cartoons, editorials, safety reminders, classified ads, club 
business news, financial information, ballots, and 
miscellaneous stuff round out a good publication. 

11. Layout. All of the top newsletters feature really nice 
layout, typography, and easy readability, most with 
computer art, photos, or both. 

With no attempt at ranking, the following are my 
nominations for the best club newsletters within the AKA: 

Skvlines-San Diego Kite Club, Rob Spori, editor. Bi-monthly, 
lots of original material and event write-ups. What can you 
expect from such a hotbed of actiytty? Believe it or not, the 
editor claims he didn't have space in the 12 page Jan/Feb 
issue for two kite plans sent in, but at least one was 
promised for the next issue. 

Color the S/s,y -Bald Mountain Kite Club, Georgia, Bryan 
Webb, editor. The top newsletter in the Southeast. The 
membership roster of 92 in eight states has a special kite 
symbol for the 49 who are also AKA members. Lots of good 
event accounts, occasional original plans. 

Continued on page 5. 
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As we looked out across 
the crowded flying field at 
the Seoul International Kite 
Festival, the Korean Minis
ter of Tourism turned to me 
and said, "You kitefliers are 
blessed to be able to frolic 

like children." I kind of liked that and thought I'd share it 
with all of you. 

Think Globally, Fly Locally. AKA has been working 
hard for the past few years to increase our activity, visibil
ity, and the meaningfulness of our club at the local level. 
But at the same time, it is important to understand the 
respect and role that AKA has taken on internationally. 

Our Association now has over 370 international members. 

We find that kiters in other countries regularly look to us 
as an organizational role model, for competition rules or for 
answers to the challenges they too are facing. 

STACK in Europe and AJSKA in Japan buy hundreds 
of our sport kite rulebooks each year. 

The Kite Association of the Philippines used a copy of 
our Club Organizer's Handbook when they were 
ready to draft bylaws. 

Numerous international fliers have formally asked to 
participate in our competition conferences. 

The Australian Kite Association (known as "AKA") 
wants to duplicate our insurance program. 

We now have formal AKA liaisons in Europe, Asia, 
the South Pacific, and Canada. 

And most ironic to me, local clubs in Japan have asked 
for copies of our rokkaku fighting rules. 

Sometimes you need to get 
away from home for a while 
to appreciate what a good 
thing you have. With 5,000 
members in 30 different 
countries, AKA is now the 
largest dues-paying associa
tion of kite enthusiasts in the 
world. My French friends like 
to joke that the USA has one 
national kite club with 5,000 
members. In France they 
have 5,000 clubs with one 
member each! 

International Kite Travel. 
In 1994, the Gombergs plan to 
wave the AKA banner at 
more than a dozen overseas 
kite gatherings. There's no 
reason you can't go along too. 

Thanks to the pioneering 
efforts of members like Dave 
Cheekley, Scott Skinner, and 

Kiting 

Tom Casselman, AKA members have the opportunity to 
participate in kite events around the globe. From Bali to 
Berlin, you will find the red carpet rolled out for you. 

Often, this VIP treatment includes having part of your 
expenses paid by local hosts. 

The cost of kite travel may seem expensive - but is really a 
great value and experience. For example, the Seoul Interna
tional Festival in Korea this year cost $800 from the West 
Coast for airfare, lodging and meals. Ten days in China for 
the Weifang festival was $2500. You couldn't visit Cincin
nati for ten days for $2500! 

I'm often asked how someone gets invited overseas. 

I advise people to put together a portfolio or resume of their 
accomplishments. Pick the events you are most interested 
in and write to them very early. (Addresses are usually 
listed in KiteLines and Drachen.) Include references from 
fliers who have been to the event before and don't forget to 
stress that you are an active AKA member. 

Usually, organizers are interested in fliers that they have 
read about, or who have distinguished themselves by win
ning events. When AKA is asked for recommendations, we 
try to refer winners of our convention competitions. This 
policy supports our events and event winners and also 
avoids the perception that only Dave Gomberg's friends 
get invitations. 

It's important to remember that most festivals tend to treat 
sponsored guests as an investment in the success of their 
event. They are quite literally hiring talent, and are fairly 
selective about spending what amounts to several thou
sands of dollars per guest. They want good looking kites 
that are big or unusual. And they also want personalities 
that are big and unusual! 

Organizers also tend to invite fliers they know. When 
Susie and I first started traveling, we decided to spend the 
money to go overseas, participate as much as we could, and 
meet those organizers. Now that we know them, we occa
sionally get invited back. 

Annual Disclaimer. With all this talk about interna
tional travel, it's important for me to remind everyone that 
your dues are not paying for me to jet-set off around the 
globe. The AKA president is not paid or compensated. 

Our Association budget does include $2,000 for presidential 
travel, but I use that money only for events in the USA. 
(Two thousand sounds like a lot until you start buying air 
tickets.) Last year, AKA funds covered a portion of the cost 
of my attending about 30 different festivals. The balance 
came from event sponsors and the Gomberg family 
checking account. 

Hope to see you at one of those events soon! 

• 
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MORE BUSINESS ETHICS 
Hats off to Peter Lynn for vocalizing a problem we have 
tried to draw attention to for more than two years! We 
agree one-hundred percent. 

I recently polled, at my own expense, every kite-related 
business in America that I could locate. After you elimi
nate the economy and weather, over which we have no 
control, the issues of van dealers and product plagiarizing 
combined for 27% of what our friends in the kiting business 
consider the largest detriment to the future of kiting. 

Manufacturers, did your sales to retailers decrease last 
year? Retailers, do you know a manufacturer/designer 
who could no longer stay in business? These are symptoms 
of these issues. 

Designers, manufacturers, and retailers must remember 
that it is a two way street between product suppliers and 
retailers. Most retailers would agree not to purchase 
"knock offs" if their suppliers took to heart the retailer 
problem with the "van dealer" syndrome. Most manufac
turers would offer increased retailer support if the retailers 
would not purchase knock off products. 

It's time we all quit sitting on the fence saying this is some
one else's problem. Suppliers should develop criteria for 
accepting a legitimate retailer of their product. If you in
tend to have your product sold out of someone's car trunk 
or along side the highway, be honest with the retailer 
about it. 

Manufacturers should confirm that your distributors, who 
then resell supposedly to only legitimate retailers, meet 
your criteria as well. Don't wash your hands of the issue 
by laundering your kites through someone whose ethical 
standards are not as high as your own. 

Retailers should keep manufacturers/designers informed if 
their product is misrepresented or advertised without their 
knowledge. Don't stock, sell, or even fly "knock off' imita
tions of products. Inform manufacturers/designers when 
you see their patented design being copied. They can take 
it from there. 

Most important is that we work together. Don't be afraid 
to stand up against the status quo and speak out. Whether 
you agree or disagree with your peers, no one will know 
how you feel unless you tell them. If you desire changes 
within the industry, you have to stand up and be counted. 
Write your kiting suppliers and/or retailers. Write others 
in the kiting fraternity. Lobby your kiting organizations. 
Write your KT A and AKA board members. Run for office. 
Get involved! A complete copy of the survey responses is 
available for the cost of photocopying and postage. 

Karen King 
Buffalo Beano Company 
801 University Ave. 
Lubbock, TX 79401 

(Ed Note: AKA:S Member Merchants include some who 
sell out of vans; they are legitimate licensed businesses 
and meet all of AKA:S Member Merchant criteria. Dis
tributors may set criteria for retailers, but such criteria 
may not in any way regulate retail pricing or they are 
illegal.] 
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MORE ON PIRA TES 
This is just a little letter to 
add to the information that 
the distinguished Peter Lynn 
gave in his letter about kite 
"knock-offs." Mr. Lynn was 
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just a little conservative in his cost of getting a kite (or any
thing for that matter) patented. 

The price of getting a patent in the U.s. is somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $10,000. You, as the inventor, begin 
paying lawyer fees the minute you contact a patent law 
firm. By the time your patent is finally approved, if it is 
approved the first time around, it is possible that someone 
has already knocked you off. Getting a patent is also a time 
consuming process, and time is money. Once you get your 
patent, you must also pay yearly maintenance fees to 
keep your patent up-tO-date. 

So you see, the pirates are costing kitemakers a bundle of 
money. Also, it is very hard to catch these thieves because 
there are only so many kitefliers in the world. 

In clOSing, I would just like to appeal to kitemakers every
where. Please, if you're going to build kites that are knock
offs, don't sell them. All you are doing is making it hard on 
the rest of us. 

Tim Wolfe 
Camp Springs, MD 

• 

Letters continued on page 6. 

Free 80 Page Kite Catalog 
Get the kites you want from Into 

The Wind, America's leading mail 

order kite company. We're known 

for our unmatched selection and fast 

service, and we guarantee your 

satisfaction with your purchase. 

Everything for the Kiteftier 
• Hundreds of kites to choose from 
• Kitemaking supplies and tools 
• 1 0% AKA discount on all regu-

larly priced kites and accessories 

Into The Wind™ 
1408-D Pearl Street, 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
Call toll free: 1-800�541-0314 

We look forward to your 
comments and letters to 
the AKA and Kiting. 
You should assume that 
correspondence will be 
published, unless you note 
otherwise. 

Send to Kiting 
PO Box 250657 
San Francisco, 
California 94725-0657 
FAX: (475) 586-5787 



For questions about your 
membership, phone or fax 

Executive Director 
Brooks Leffler at 
(408) 647-8483 
or write to AKA 

Headquarters. 

Kiting is published in 
odd-numbered months 

by the American 
Kitefliers Association 

1559 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

It is distributed 
free to members. 

Any contents not 
specifically copyrighted 

may be used without 
permission, but must be 

credited to AKA. 

Submissions from 
members are welcome; 

advertising rates are 
available on request. 

Deadline for all material 
is the first day of the 

even- numbered month 
prior to publication. 

Send to: 
Editor 

Patrice McFadden 
PO Box 250657 

San Francisco, CA 
94125-0657 

(415) 586-5181 phone 
and fax 

For overnight deliveries, 
send to 

84 Malta Drive 
San Francisco, CA 94131 

Sign the "release 
without signature" line. 
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Executive Director 
Brooks Leffler 
PO Box 34 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
(408) 647·8483 

Editor Kiting 
Patrice McFadden 
PO Box 250657 
San Francisco, CA 94125 
(415) 586·5181 

1. New England (CT, NH, MA, 
ME, RI, VT upstate Ny) 
Marty Sasaki (1995) 
26 Green Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
(617) 522·8546 

2. Northeast 
(NJ, PA downstate NY) 
Kevin Shannon (1995) 
809 Factory Street 
Carlisle, P A 17013 
(717) 243·7913 

3. Mid-Atlantic 
(Dc, DE, MD, VA, WV) 
Jon Burkhardt (1995) 
10113 Lloyd Road 
Potomac, MD 20854 
(301)424·6976 

4. Southeast (AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, 
PR, NC, sc, TN) 
Steve Cse�lo (1995) 
821 Ashley ane 
Stone Mountain GA 
30087 (404) 46<1-1643 

5. Great Lakes (MI, OH) 
Robyne Gardner (1996) 
2672 Sand Road 
Port Clinton, OH 43452 
(419) 734·5880 

6. Midwest (lA, IL, IN, M� WI) 
Bob Neiman (199 ) 
6 S. Brockwab 
Palatin� IL 6 067 
(708) 35 ·2556 

7. Great Plains (CO, K5, MO, 
MT, ND, NE, SD, wy) 
Chris Moore (1996) 
33525 W. 143rd Street 
Gardne� KS 66030 
(913) 88 ·5177 

8. South Central 
(AR, LA, OK, TX) 
Richard Dermer (1996) 
121 S. McFarland 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
(405) 372-6127 

Kiting 

Founder Second Vice President Directors at Large 

Robert Ingraham Pete Dolphin Vern Ba10dis 
315 N. Bayard Street 200 West Maple Ave. 1272 Northridge Road 

Silver City, NM 88061 Merchantville, NJ 08109 Columbus, OH 43224 

(505) 538·9083 (609) 488·1348 (614) 267·2881 

Susie Edison 
President Secretary 116 N. Water Street 

David Gomberg George Maurer Greenwich, CT 06830 

7200 Highland Road 700 Cecelia Drive (203) 53J.1084 

Otis, OR 97368 Glen Ellen, CA 95442 Genny Forsberg 
50201 NW Strohmayer Rd. 

(503) 996·3083 (707) 935·1212 Forest Grove, OR 97116 
(503) 357·7557 

First Vice President Treasurer 
Richard Dermer Mel Hickman 

Billy Jones 
POBox 23696 

121 S. McFarland Hamlet Route, Box 851 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33307 

Stillwater, OK 74074 Seaside, OR 97138 (305) 772-3698 

(405) 372-6127 (503) 738·5859 

9. Intermountain (Az, ID, NM, NY, OR, UT) 
David 1. Colbert (1996) 
84 N. Deer Valley Road 
Otis OR 97368 
(503l994-4111 

10. Northwest (AK, WA) Annual Meeting Suzanne Edison 
Don Mock (1996) (203) 531·1084 
125 SW Campus Drive 
#15·204 Archives & Records Documentation Robert Price 
Federal Way, WA 98023 (301) 421·9620 
(206) 661·5641 By·laws Steve Rubin 

11. Northern California (408)373·7422 
(Monterey County if North) Club Liaison Chris Moore 
Tom McAlister (1994) (913) 884·5483 
5901 San Jose Ave. Education Kay Buesin§ Richmond

? 
CA 94804 

(510) 525·2 55 (206) 665·574 

12. SoCal/Pacific Electronic Opportunities Marty Sasaki 
(Cal s. of Monterey Co., HI) (617) 524·2111 
Walt Thompson (1996) Festivals & Competitions Genn0 Forsber� 13517 Tobiasson Road 
Pow� CA 92064 (503 357·755 
(619) 8·1443 Flight Events & Games Walt Thompson 

13. International (619)748·1443 
Martin Lester (1994) International Scott Skinner 20a Backfield Lane 
Stokes Crof� Bristol (719) 481-4260 
En�and BS 8QW [02 2j 232 084 F,hone Kite Art Don Mock 
0272 445 090 ax (206) 661·5641 

Int'!. Liaison Canada Kite Industry Liaison (Manufacturer� Bil� Jones 
Michael Graves & (3 1)2 9·7855 
Ilene Atkins (Retailers) Bob Neiman 
99 Sidney St. #614 (708) 359·2556 
Belleville, ON K8P 4Xl 
(613) 967·0668 Phone Kitemaking Competitions Jon Burkhardt 
(613) 967·0672 fax (301)424·6976 
Int'l. Liaison Asia Membership Development Richard Dermer 
Tomas Sasaki (405) 372-6127 
Higashi Tamachi 5·22·102 

Nominating Pete Dolphin Kawa�oe.shi, Saitama· 
Ken 3 OJAPAN (609) 488·1348 
(0492) 462657 phone Power Kiting Dean Jordan (0492) 447595 fax (904) 372-2021 
Int'l. Liaison S. PacifiC Publications Geor�e Maurer 
Peter Lynn (70 ) 935·1212 
107 Alford Forest Rd. 
Ashburton, Safety & Ethics Kevin Shannon New Zealand (717) 243·7913 (64) 3·308·4538 phone 
(64) 3·308·1905 fax Sport Kite Vern Balodis 

(614) 267·2881 
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Newsletters (continued from page 7) 
Skvlines- Chicagoland Sky Liners Kite Club, Guy-Joseph 
Guercio, editor. This is a FUN LOVING bunch of fliers and 
it shows in their newsletter. Lots of great photos and a 
folksie, down-home sort of newsletter that makes this 
large club feel like an extended family. 

FlvpaDer- Kites Over New England (KONE), Gary Engvall, 
editor. Mailed jointly with a calendar of events by Kite 
Lovers of New England (KLONE) edited by Richard 
Boisvert. Lots of event reports. This fortunate editor has 
several good contributors. 

Kapitol Flyer- Kapitol Air Korps, MD, unnamed editor. 
Not much technical material, but interesting event re
ports. Great little piece on members Jim Coca and Dave & 
Sherrie ArI!old flying underground in a cave in West Vir
ginia in January. This must be a first, right? 

Oregon Kiter- Association of Oregon Kiters, Marzlie Free
man, editor. Nice balance between upcoming events and 
festival reports. Not much technical material, but lots of 
activity news. Peter Loop and Carl Losche have done a 
good job editing in recent years. 

WKA Newsletter- Washington Kitefliers Association, 
Dave Christenson, editor. Really a slick prodUction, with 
lots of news from one of the most active states in the AKA. 
Event accounts take up most of it, but attempts are being 
made to include more plans. 

Sci-Fi Kite News- Sci-Fi Club, WA, Mike Eason, editor. 
Brightest colored newsletter in my file. Wonderful fighter 
kite instructions for flying the Kenka Dako by editor/ 
president Eason in the spring '94 issue. Publication gives a 
good insight into the workings of a healthy, active club. 

Kites. An Occasional Newsletter- World Kite Museum, 
Seattle, WA, Ben Ruhe, editor. While not a club newsletter 
as such, this mini-magazine must be included in any listing 
of the best. No advertisements, calendars, club news or 
local event write-ups. Instead, page after page of original 
stories about kites, kiting personalities, and unique kiting 
events. Included as a supplement to the official World Kite 
Museum newsletter for members. Individual membership 
$J5/year. World Kite Museum, 3rd Street, Northwest, 
Long Beach, W A 98631. 

Buggy Newz - Buggy Pilots of America, Corey Jensen, edi
tor. Again, not a sanctio:p.ed club newsletter as such, but a 
fascinating glimpse at the crazy side of our membership -
the buggy fanatics. Ex-AKA president Jensen puts this out 
for anyone wanting it, hopes for postage and donations, 
and even puts it on Internet (minus the stunning graphics) 
and encourages properly-credited reprints of articles. More 
editors should do this! 

In addition to the above publications, the following de
serve honorable mentions - they're all well done and rep
resent a lot of hard work and dedication by their editors. 

Ride the Wind-Hoosier Kitefliers, great photos. 

Crescent City Flyer- New Orleans, bimonthly kite quiz. 

-
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Down the Line- Ohio Society for Elevation of Kites, obtains 
material by exchanging with 14 other newsletters. 

lOTS Line- Dallas/Ft. Worth, Lois Card, editor, has put out 
this widely read Texas newsletter for years. 

Kiteflight - Texas Skyriders, a little bit of everything. 

Kite Flites- Pierce County Kitefliers, W A. Had a two-page 
centerfold thank you listing 82 volunteers by name for 
club help. 

Windsox - British Columbia Kitefliers, good technical material. 

Tails. Lines. and Snippets- Ottawa Valley Kite Club, well
rounded, gives members a list of magazine and supplier 
addresses. 

Many deserving newsletters are not mentioned here be
cause I couldn't list all of them and I also may not have 
received some of them. I relied on complimentary subscrip
tions and some editors/clubs don't do that. Others, sadly, 
have ceased publication. My file has several collections of 
great newsletters that have stopped due to editor burnout, 
lack of appreciation, or lack of assistance. Don't let this 
happen to your club newsletter. Help your editor. Write 
stuff for them. Copy stuff for them. Call them with news. 
Offer to help fold, stuff, stamp, and mail. A good club news
letter can be the glue that holds the membership together, 
the honey that attracts new members, and the spark that 
keeps a club growing anjl healthy. Keep up the good work! 

Note: Does your club send a copy of its newsletter and 
other mailings to the AKA? Please check. They should be 
sent to Chris Moore, Club Liaison Chairman, 33525 W. 
143rd Street, Gardner, KS 66030. Such copies will eventu
ally be forwarded to AKA archivist Bob Price. 

FOR SALE: Rainbow Easton NSR with light wind 
spine, $140; Fade white to purple Texas Wasp 
with pultruded carbon frame, $100; Both good 
condition; Steve (310)943-5048 

HOW TO PLACE a CLASSIFIED AD 

• 

AKA members are welcome to use the Classified Ads Section 
to sell or trade kites and kite-related items. It is not 
intended for commercial purposes. The rate for classified 
advertising is $5.00 for a three-line ad (30 words or less). 
Enclose a check or money order made payable to American 
Kitefliers Association, and mail it to us. 
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Letters (continued from page 3) 
SHARE A VIDEO 
We were introduced to kiting several years ago when we 
were invited to video tape the Westport Kite Festival We 
started the season with zero kites and now have more 
than we can count What really blows me away are the 
teachers that show the videos to their classes. Anyone that 
has ever done "kites for kids in the classroom" knows what 
rm talking about It's incredible to watch the kids' faces 
light-up as they watch these videos. 

r d like to ask everyone to share a kite video for a day or 
week with as many schools as you can, especially elemen
tary grades 3-6. Then, if possible, follow-up with a 
kitemaking class. The AKA has an excellent book, Kites in 
the Classroom and teachers are always looking for new 
and fun projects. 

This is also an excellent way to get more people interested 
in kiting. All too often, kids today have little reason to 
smile because of drugs, gangs, broken homes, etc., but show 
a kid a kite festival, then show them how to make a kite 
from common household items, and they can make a kite 
anytime they need a high, and they can dream about going 
to a kite festival some day. 

WRITE ME 

Marvin Nauman 
High Sierra Video Productions 
Gig Harbor, WA 

• 

I'm 21 years old, a student of Food Science & Technology in 
Punjab, India, and I love flying kites. The flying season 
starts in December and ends in March here in Punjab. 

We only fly fighter kites made of paper and bamboo strips. 
We buy the kites from local kitemakers. We do not fly 
kites for demonstration. The skill of each flier is judged by 
their ability to cut his opponent's thread The thread is 
made of cotton and coated with a mixture of starch and 
powdered glass. 

Kites are flown up to a distance of 200 meters. The flier 
maneuvers the kite in such a way that the thread tangles 
with his opponent Then we either pull the thread with 
great speed, or slowly let it go. One of the threads then cuts 
due to the powdered glass. 

r d like to get in touch with a penfriend who has interest in 
kiteflying. What are the different kinds of kites you fly? 
What are the modem materials you use and the design of 
your kites? If ever you would like to come here and see 
kiteflying or if you need any information about Indian 
kites, you are always welcome. 

Hardeep Singh 
Deep Villa-4651-A-14/24 
Guru Nanar Wara 
P.O. Khalsa College 
Amritsar-I43002, Punjab INDIA 

!, • 

Kiting 

WHY NOT? 
It's no secret that differing opinions are about as plentiful 
as blades of grass, and so it should surprise no one that 
even in kiting (I) there are different opinions. 

When the most esteemed journals in this country publish 
a substantive article and then receive a response contain
ing a differing opinion, the accepted practice is to publish 
the original author's response to the competing opinion in 
the same issue in which the other opinion is published. 
Why doesn't Kiting follow this procedure? 

If it did, it would not have misled its readers by publishing 
John Loy's response Uan/Feb '94) to Kevin Shannon's May 
1993 article on rokkakus without Shannon's reply, inti
mated to Kitingreaders that Loy's critique had some valid
ity. Not having done his homework, Loy castigates Shan
non for propounding "." a towing point ." by which no 
known kite could flyl" 

Loy has obviously not considered the fact that Shannon 
personally constructs more rokkakus every year than any 
other kitemaker in this country. There is most assuredly a 
huge discrepancy between the critique printed in Kmng 
and the consistently spectacular flight patterns of Carlisle 
Kiteworks' rokkakus. My considered opinion is that the 
best theories closely explain real world phenomena rather 
than ignoring them. 

If Kiting's policy is not to police the letters it receives to 
avoid distributing erroneous information just because it's 
submitted, it should at least give the original author a 
chance to reply at the same time at which a conflicting 
opinion is inflicted on its readership. 

jon Burkhardt 
Potomac,MD 

• 

fEd Note: Shannon's response to Loy's letter was printed 
in the Mar/Apr 1994 issue. We will try to publish a reply 
to such letters in the same issue if we have the reply in 
time./ 

A MA TTER OF DEGREE 

At the Ft Worden Kitemakers Conference, there was some 
heated discussion as to whether the physicists were right 
that a kite develops maximum lift when its angle of attack 
is 45 degrees. I was inclined to believe the p

.
hysiciS� but 

only if they are talking about a two-dimenSIOnal kite. If 
concavitating or camber enter into the picture, then all bets 
are off. 

To ensure that the 45 degrees figure is valid, I designed and 
built a single cel� winged, half-box kite; half because the 
back is not covered The shadow area, which I believe is the 
effective lifting area, is 4 sq. ft. The entire skin of the kite 
(sails and cell) was cut as one piece and all s�aces are un
der tension so they remain as flat as sail loadmg, angle of 
attack, and wind permit Tow points were attached to the 
keel every inch from the nose down to 9 in. below the �ose, 
which gives a maximum area above the bottom tow pomt 
of 31.3% of total area. 

Letters continued on page 7. 
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The St. Louis Kite Club qualifies as one of the youngest, if 
not the youngest, kite clubs in the United States. Founded 
on December 10, 1993 by 10 local St. Louis kiters, the club is 
old in terms of club organizing experience (over 10 years of 
combined kite club officer position experience). Of the 
founding ten, eight are AKA members; we have just been 
granted AKA chapter status. 

The club goals are similar to most other clubs, to promote 
kiting in a family oriented way and to simply have fun. In 
it's short existence, the club has managed to mature very 
quickly. We wrote club by·laws, designed the club logo, 
ordered and received club pins, created a club banner, be· 
gan publishing the monthly newsletter "Words On The 
Wind" in January, and started an aggressive activities 
program. 
Apparently, we are on the right track. To date, our mem
bership has grown to 44 kiters. We have received recogni
tion by the local news media in the form of television and 
press stories and even received a personal note from David 
Gomberg thanking us for the AKA coverage in our newslet
ter. Not bad for a club that is only a few months old. 

Our focus though is in the promotion of kiting, as a fun 
sport that involves the family. The St. Louis Kite Club has 
sponsored four children's kite building classes so far this 
year and more are scheduled. The club pays for the materi
als and members donate their time. The organization re
questing the classes pay nothing. This arrangement insures 
that anyone interested in kiting has a friend as close as the 
nearest phone and they do not need to be concerned with 
kite costs. 

The club was very active in the promotion of the second 
annual Great St. LouiS Kite Festival, held April 9. Last year, 
the festival drew 35,000 spectators. Rob Lambert, our club 
preSident, is a member of the board of "St. LouiS Kite Festi-

Letters (continued from page 6) 

We can use this kite to determine if a flat kite develops its 
max lift at 45 degrees by towing the kite starting with 0 
wind and slowly increasing the tow speed (relative wind 
speed) until the tow line is just horizontal. I tethered the 
kite to one end of a plastic water pipe and towed it in a cir
cular path of known circumference and timed each lap. I 
slowly increased the tow speed until the tow line was be
tween horizontal and 5 degrees above horizontal. I did this 
for each of the tow points and when the 5 in. down tow 
point was used (20.7% of total area above the effective tow 
point, as in the Conover Eddy), the angle of attack was in
deed 45 degrees at liftoff, decreasing to about 15 degrees 
when the kite reached its highest flight angle. The 5-in. 
tow point gave the lowest lift·off wind speed which is the 
reference point for the rest of the experiment. 

When the tow pOint was set 9 in. down so that over 31.3% of 
total area was above the effective tow point, the angle of 
the kite at liftoff was about 60 degrees, but liftoff required a 
28% greater relative wind speed than with the 5-in. tow 
point. The kite was unstable and did not climb to more 
than a 20 degree angle. 

val Inc." (the parent group for 
this festival). 

St. Louis Kite Club members 
are a diverse group of kiters. 
From single-line to stunt to 
custom kite builders, we 
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have it all. Our common bond is the love of kiting and the 
desire to promote it as a family event. We have flys sched
uled on the first and third Sundays each month, and when 
pOSSible, combine our club flys with those activities of local 
organizations such as church groups or public park events. 
While single-liners and stunters fly in separate areas for 
safety reasons, that is about the only time there is any divi
sion within the club. The mix works well thanks to mu
tual understanding and, so far, a distinct lack of ego con· 
flict. While that may change as the club ages, it is some
thing that we are all aware of and will work to keep the 
balance as smooth as possible. 

Our vice preSident, Cecil Cook, is retired and now spends 
his free time building large custom kites. Cecil's collection 
of kites is truly awesome. He has donated his kites and his 
time to promote both kiting and the St. LouiS Kite Club. 
Over 12 of Cecil's kites are currently on display in the Jewel 
Box, an indoor botanical garden located in Forest Park. 
Cecil has recently �onducted a kite sewing class open to the 
public. The response was much better than expected and 
indicates an interest in kites that is apparently very much 
alive and well in the St. Louis area. 

So when in St. Louis, share your kite knowledge and fly 
with us. We can be reached by calling Rob Lambert at (618) 
337-4603 or Dave Kempff at (314) 434-3529. 

• 

When the tow point was set at I-in. so that around 5% of 
total area was above the effective tow point, the kite liftoff 
angle was about 30 degrees and it took a 47% increase in 
relative wind speed to get liftoff. When the kite reached its 
highest angle of flight, its angle of attack was no more than 
7 degrees and lift was minimal. Surprisingly, the kite did 
not become unstable in the roll axis as expected. 

I decided to try something different and doubled the 
weight of the kite by pinning a fishing sinker to the bottom 
of the keel and attached the tow line to the top of the keel. 
Again the attack angle at lift-off when the tow line was 
horizontal was 45 degrees, but lift·off required about 60% 
more wind speed than the unweighted kite being towed 
from the 5-in. point. 

But the test kite is actually 3-dimensional rather than flat, 
so the effective tow point is moving up and down within 
the kite (probably about 5·in. behind the keel) as the angle 
between the towing line and the keel of the kite changes. 
The effective tow point and the actual tow point are the 
same only when the tow line is exactly 90 degrees from 
the angle of the keel, which usually happens only when 
the kite is flying at its maximum angle of flight and mini
mum angle of attack. 

Stormy Weathers 
Milwaukie, OR 

• 

By Rob Lambert 
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By 
Marty Sasaki 

Marty is Director of 
Region 1 and chief 

shepherd of the Internet 
newsgroup, rec.kites. 

Almost Everything that I Know 
About Kite Spars - Part I 
Understanding kite spars used to be pretty simple. Most 
folks would use hardwood dowels or possibly bamboo. If 
a stiffer spar was needed, a larger diameter dowel or a 
thicker piece of bamboo would be used. Some kites 
would use solid fiberglass rods. So if you understood dow
els, bamboo, and solid fiberglass rods, you knew every
thing you needed to know_ 

These days, there are a confusing number of spars using 
varying manufacturing techniques and a variety of ma
terials_ I hope to clear things up a bi t in this article . 

SPAR CHARACTERISTICS 
These are a few of the ways to compare one kite spar to 
another: 

Cost: With kites, this is often the first and most impor
tant criterion. 

Weight: To be useful, this should be the spar weight per 
unit length. Spar manufacturers often use grams per 
meter or grams per 32.5 inch length, a standard size from 
the arrow-making trade. 

Stiffness: This is the amount of bending a rod can take 
along its length. Theoretically, this is the amount of 
deflection that a rod takes as force is applied to a rod. For 
most kite purposes, a static measurement is sufficient. 
The measurement is done by suspending a weight from 
the middle of a rod that has been supported by its ends. 

Arrow manufacturers have standardized on the mea
surement of this deflection. It is called the spine of the 
shaft, and is the deflection of a rod with supports 26 
inches apart and a 2 pound weight hanging from the 
center. Since many kite spar manufacturers also make 
arrows this measurement is fairly standard. 

Strength: There are several types of strength that can 
be defined, but I will define strength qualitatively: The 
strength of a rod is how well the rod stands up to abuse. 
In other words, strength is how much of a beating the 
rod can take before it breaks. 

Please note that strength and stiffness may be related, but 
are not the same thing. 

Glamour and fashion: Kitefliers are not above being 
trendy. A certain rod may be more trendy than another, and 
a kitemaker may use the trendier rod even though it might 
not be the best choice based on other criteria. 

MATERIALS 
Hardwood: Hardwood dowels are very popular. They have 
the advantage of being readily available, inexpensive, and 
easy to work with. In some cases, dowels make more sense 
than high tech materials. 

Bamboo: Very inexpensive. Solid bamboo is very stiff for 
its weight, though its stiffness is not uniform along the 
length. Thinly split bamboo may be very supple due to its 
long fibers. It can be bent sharply with heat and will hold its 
shap� 

Aluminum: High tensile strength aluminum tubing is 
slightly more expensive than fiberglass, stiffer than fiber
glass for a given weight, but not as tough. When it bends, it 
usually stays that way. 

Fiberglass: Glass fibers are bonded together using a resin of 
some sort. Fiberglass is relatively inexpensive and generally 
strong, but not as stiff as other materials. 

Graphite: Carbon fibers are bonded together using a resin of 
some sort. Graphite is more expensive than fiberglass. It is 
also stiffer, for a given weight, but it is not as strong. A kite 
framed in fiberglass is often more appropriate for a begin
ning flier than a graphite-framed kite since the fiberglass 
framed kite will stand up to more abuse. 

Boron: You don't see too many kite tubes made out of bo
ron. It is very expensive (don't ask!), but it is stiff and light
weight. It can also be very strong. 

Ceramic composites: These are like the boron tubes, very 
expensive, but stiff and light. Because of the expense, these 
two materials are seldom seen in kites. 

Resin: The resin used in the construction of fiber-based 
spars - the last four described above - can have a profound 
effect on the final characteristics of the spar. Some spar 
manufacturers will tell you everything about their products 
except the composition of their resins. 

MANUFACTURING TECHNIQUES 
Hardwood dowels are usually rough-cut and then sanded to 
final shape. if you want maximum strength from dowels, 
then the wood should be split and shaved to final shape. 

Swift Shore Kites 
14820 Redmond Way #208 

Redmond. WA 98052 
206 869-5713 

-
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1994 National Kitemaking Competition 
The purpose of this summary is to provide a very brief 
overall description of the rules and procedures to be used 
in AKA's 1994 kitemaking competition at the convention 
in Wildwood 

The kitemaking competition is for the purpose of selecting 
the best handmade kites at AKA's annual convention in a 
variety of categories, as listed below. Judging will be con
ducted according to the detailed guidelines in AKA's Rules 
and Guidelines for Kitemaking ComPetitions, 2nd Edi
tion. These rules were compiled by AKNs kitemaking compe
titions committee in 1994 and will be available soon. 

Kites will be judged according to specified criteria regard
ing the following: 

kite flight/kite handling 
aesthetic visual flight appeal 
craftsmanship 
structural kite design 

If there are large numbers of contestants, only the top six 
entrants in each category - according to the sum of the 
average scores in the flight and aesthetics judging - will 
continue on to the craftsmanship and structure judging. 
The winner of each category becomes eligible for the judg
ing for Grand Champion. A number of other special awards, 
including those for Member's Choice, Novice Kitemaker, Most 
Innovative Kite, Mixed Media Kite, Best Use of Traditional 
Materials, and Best Kite Accessory may also be given. 

Kitemaking (continued) 
This is usually more effort than it is worth for kites, but 
you will often see furniture made from split, rather than 
sawn,wood 

Solid fiberglass rods are made by a process similar to mak
ing spaghetti. The fIbers are mixed with the resin and 
extruded - forced through an opening or die (like rigatoni) 
- into long thin rods. The rods are baked in an oven to cure 
the resin. 

Aluminum tubes start out as larger diameter tubes which 
are then heated and pulled until the desired diameter and 
wall thickness are attained The original tubes may either 
be rolled (with a welded seam) or extruded. Aluminum is 
usually heat-treated to make it harder and stronger. 

Graphite and fiberglass tubes are constructed using one of 
two processes: pultrudingor spiral wrapPm&-

Pultruding starts with a mixture of the fibers and the resin. 
This mixture is first extruded through a die. This relatively 
large tube is then stretched by pulling until the desired 
diameter and wall thickness are obtained. 

With spiral wrapping, the fibers are usually woven into a 
fabric that is formed into a long strip that is wound, in a 
spiral fashion, around a metal rod. This rod is called a man
drel. The strip of fabric is impregnated with resin (either 
before or after the wrapping), and everything is baked to 

Kites will be judged in the following competitive categories: 
· Delta & delta derivatives 
· Traditional Eastern 
· Traditional Western 
· Cellular or dimensional 
· Soft & flexible 
· Innovative concepts & designs 
• Stunt or multiple-line 

· Rokkaku 
· Flat or bowed 
• Figure 
· Cooperative 
• Trains & centipedes 
· "Open" or combined 

If there are fewer than four contestants in any one of the 
above categories, the judges may decide that kites of that 
category may compete against kites of other low-entry 
categories in the combined kite categories group. 

The basic rules of competition are as follows: 
All competitors or their representatives must be AKA 
members and convention registrants. 
Only handmade kites may be entered. 
Competitors may enter as many kites as they wish (but 
only one per category)_ 
Kites (or essentially identical copies of kites) which have 
previously won awards at past AKA conventions are not 
eligible for current or future AKA kitemaking competitions. 

This summary in no way replaces or abridges any of the 
rules and procedures contained within AKA's new 
rulebook. All contestants and staff of the competition 
should be familiar with the detailed rules and procedures 
before participating in these events. 

• 

cure the resin. The mandrel is then removed, leaving the 
surrounding she11. The mandrel is usually a constant diam
eter along its length, but several manufacturers use a ta
pered mandrel to produce a tapered spar, which has con
stantly varying stiffness. 

Generally, spiral-wrapped rods are lighter and stiffer than 
pultruded rods. They can also be stronger. 

Beman Archery has a relatively new process using inter
woven carbon fibers which are then pultruded. Many of 
the fibers spiral around the shaft, increasing the strength 
and stiffness without increasing the weight. 

Easton Aluminum used to make a kite spar that conSisted 
of a thin-walled aluminum tube with carbon fibers bonded 
to the outside. The combination of the aluminum tube and 
the graphite resulted in a spar that was relatively stiff and 
light, but tougher than equivalent all-graphite rods. 

While Easton has left the kite market, the rods are still 
available as AlC/C arrows. They are more expensive than 
all-pultruded graphite, but less expensive than spiral
wrapped graphite. 

Next time I'll continue this diSCUSSion with opinions on 
choosing the best spar material for different kites. 

• 

by Jon Burkhardt, 
Kitemaking 
Competitions Chair 

Persons who cannot attend 
the Convention, but wish 
to enter kites in the 
kitemaking competition 
may have them flown by a 
proxy kiteflier whom they 
designate. Such entries 
must register for the 
Competition in advance. 

A $25 registration fee PER 
KITE entered is required; 
it should be sent to the 
Convention Manager, Jim 
Miller. Contestants in 
absentia should arrange for 
the transport and care of 
their kites with their 
designated proxy flier, as 
AKA will not assume 
responsiblity for such 
matters. 



by Jon Burkhardt, 
with the assistance of 

the MKS w'R.A.P. 
Committee 
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Challenge Issued to 
All Kitemakers! 
At its recent winter kitemaking retreat in Westminster, 
Maryland, the Maryland Kite Society established the Wide 
Range Airborne Platform (W.R.A.P.) challenge to all 
kitemakers for competition at AKA's 1994 annual conven
tion in Wildwood, New Jersey. The basic challenge is to 
build the best possible single kite for aerial photography. 

Here are the rules established by the MKS W J.tAl>. committee: 

1. The one kite (no kite trains!) must be able to lift a single, 
detachable, compact weight of at least 2.25 pounds in a 
variety of winds (between 1-25 mph is suggested). The 
weight, which may be suspended from any point from 
or on the kite or kite line, must be pOSitioned such that 
it has an unobstructed view of the ground. 

2. The launching, flight, and retrieval of the kite and its 
payload must be handled by only one person during the 
competition. 

3. The kite will have the same configuration and structure 
for all wind speeds. No alterations will be permitted. 

4. The launching, flight, and retrieval of the kite during 
the competition must be accomplished with enough 
care and stability so as not to endanger a precious pay
load (such as a valuable camera). 

5. Fliers may supply a single, compact weight with no 
dimension greater than 12 inches. At the judges' option, 
the judges, not the flier, will supply the standard weight 
to be lifted during the competition. 

6. The prize-winning kite will be that kite whiCh, in the 
opinion of the judges, best achieves the following: 
· minimum flight time (at least five minutes) at the 

minimum altitude (100 feet) 
· the most stable flight at a decent angle 
• flight over the widest range of wind speeds 
· maximum safety for the payload 

7. If the kitemaker is not a registered attendee at the con
vention, the kite may be flown by another registered 
attendee. In such a case, both the kitemaker and the 
kiteflier must be current AKA members. 

Decisions of the judges are final. 

The Maryland Kite Society will provide the judges and the 
trophy for this event. A minimum of two flights will be 
performed, one at low wind speeds and one at higher 
wind speeds. 

Maryland Kite Society members who are also members of 
the W.R.A.P. challenge committee are Bevan Brown, Bill 
Bigge, Jon Burkhardt, Mel Govig, Arnold Simon, and Bobby 
Stanfield. Any questions should be addressed to Bevan 
Brown, Executive Secretary, Maryland Kite Society, 3633 
Turbridge Drive, Burtonsville, Maryland 20866, (301) 
890-1178. 

• 

AKA Travels to a 
Serene Wildwood 
by jim M. Miller, Convention Manager 

Kiting 

Getting Set for the Biggest AKA Convention Ever 

ThiS year's 17th annual national convention will be held 
Wednesday, October 12 through Sunday, October 16 in 
Wildwood, New Jersey. Those of you used to the raucous, 
honky-tonk ambiance of Wildwood during the East Coast 
Stunt Kite Championships Memorial Day weekend will be 
in for a surprise - after the season, in mid-October, a mood 
of calmness and serenity prevails in this small beach com
munity. With the "summer folk" gone, we will have much 
of the beach and the town to ourselves. 

Extremely reasonable hotel rates coupled with the 
location's proximity to major East Coast population centers 
may serve to make this convention the most widely at
tended in AKA's history. In addition, Roger Chewning's Sky 
Festival is sponsoring a two-day "buggie thang," the Wild
wood International Traction Kite Exposition, to be held the 
Sunday and Monday preceding the convention. 

A number of the popular elements of last year's successful 
convention at Seaside will be repeated this year. Once 
again, education committee chairman Kay Buesing and 
worksp.op coordinator Don McCasland will be organizing 
lots of interesting and varied workshops and seminars. The 
Kite Gallery will be back this time under the direction of 
Scott Skinner. The Great Kite Auction will be under the co
chairmanship of Susan Gomberg and Carolyn Moore. De
tails for shipping auction items in advance will be in the 
July issue. Susan and Carolyn ask that if you know you are 
going to make a donation, even if you don't intend to ship it 
ahead, please let them know prior to the convention. An 
article on the kitemaking competition is on page 9, an up
date on the sport kite committe is on page 13, and confer
ence update is on page 12. 

The Fly Market will be held at the Wildwood Convention 
Center. Forms for booth space registration (at the early reg
istration fee of $130) are available from Fly Market coordina
tor Ron Lindner at (314) 376-6055. We have limited booth 
space and all booths are assigned on a first -come, first-served 
basis. 

We have two headquarter hotels this year, the Rio (609) 
522-1461 and the Adventurer (609) 729-1200. Both have 
special package rates for AKA conventioneers. You can fly 
to Philadelphia or Atlantic City on US Air, the official air
line of Wildwood '94. Get the special meeting discount 
(domestic travel only) by calling (800) 334-8644 and men
tioning Gold File #29350095. Discount car rentals are 
aVailable at both locations from Hertz by calling (800) 654-
2240 or (405) 749-4401 and mentioning CV #13355. Details 
on a limited shuttle bus from Philadelphia or Atlantic City 
will be sent with registration confirmations. 

continued on next page. 
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Wildwood (continued) 

Convention registration forms will be in the July issue of 
Kiting. Early registration ($110) will run through August 
20, regular registration ($130) until October 1, and late regis
tration ($150) at the door only. 

The beach at Wildwood is one of the widest beaches in the 
entire United States. There will be more than enough 
room for all of our competitions, plenty of space for free 
flying, and a great view from the boardwalk for spectators 
and guests. See you there! 

Curses! Foiled Again ... 
Flexifoiled, That Is 
by John A. Gabby Jr. 

• 

You know the old saying, "Some it takes a while, others a 
little longer, and some never learn." I'll confess to being 
new to the sport of kiteflying. I started out, as many do, 
with a sport kite, a Skynasaur Classic 96. With time and 
practice, I discovered I was crashing less. Fewer crashes 
meant increasingly fragile kites capable of lower wind 
flight, advanced maneuvers, and seemingly impossible 
stunts. In a few months, I had acquired enough sport kite 
equipment to outfit a medium size kite shop. Addicted! 

I managed to attend every kite festival within a two-day 
drive of home. I was totally fascinated by just about every
thing that flew on the end of strings, but the really big stuff 
was the neatest of all. I consider myself lucky to have the 
Guru of Big, Bob Anderson, as a fellow club member in the 
Northern California Kite Club. Bob taught me a lot about 
big kites, the enormous power they generate and the nasty 
things these monsters can do to your body if you're not ex
tremely careful. I've helped Bob launch the Bobby Sock on 
several occasions and also the Circle of Vision and his Bas
kets. Safety is always first and foremost in Bob's mind 
when he's flying. 

In October, I set out for Seaside and my first AKA conven
tion. The convention means different things to different 
people. To me, there was a reaffirmation that kites are just 
plain beautiful. At 48, I look at kites with the wonderment 
of a three-year old on Christmas. I also observed a new use 
for the timeless kite, the buggy thang! Before I left SeaSide, I 
purchased two lO-ft. Flexifoils. Ail I needed now was a 
buggy and some wind to get involved in the latest craze. 

Back home, I shared stories and convention wisdom with 
anyone who would listen. My friend Robin told me he was 
building a quad-line kite out of a parachute for use with a 
buggy. I remember telling a mutual friend that Robin must 
be nuts and that he was going to hurt himself with that 
parachute. I would have to talk to him and warn him of 
the potential dangers. He sure as heck doesn't need 400+ sq. 
ft. of kite for a buggy when all the smart guys are flying 30-
40-sq. ft. kites. 
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With the first windy day of November with winds gusting 
from 25-35 mph, I arrived at the field full of anticipation. 
Perfect weather for a 10 ft. Flexi. Never mind that I had 
never flown a Flexifoil before. I mean, what is there to this 
power kite thing? I had helped Bob Anderson launch a 12 
story kite, I'd spent nearly 30 minutes talking to power 
kite expert Corey Jensen, I had hundreds of hours dual-line 
experience. A couple lengths of 300 lb. Spectra, some pad
ded handles, and just hang on ... piece of cake. Riiiiiiight! 

Within 30 seconds of launch, I stepped into a small depres
sion while trying to brace myself against the horrendous 
pull of the Flexi as it crossed the wind window. I stumbled 
and shattered my right ankle. Yeah, I did let go before I 
broke the other ankle. Were it not for the pain, I probably 
would have laughed as the runaway Flexi actually gained 
altitude and headed for Mexico at a speed just shy of the 
sound barrier. I know the folks at the field found it quite 
amusing until they realized I was really hurt. 

I've had lots of time to think about this incident. After 
surgery to pin and screw my right fibula back together, I 
got to lay in bed for three weeks and do nothing but think! 
What caused this accident? A close friend told me it was 
DTS, Deadly Testosterone Syndrome. While Mary's expla
nation certainly allows for a biologic predisposition, I know 
stupid and I know dumb, sans a hormonal balance. 

Launching a lO-ft. Flexi, or any big kite, into a 25-mph wind 
without a thorough understanding of the kite and the 
forces involved is not bright! I was so enchanted with the 
sensory aspects of our sport, I just plain didn't think. 

Well, it's been almost five months since surgery. I haven't 
been flying as much this spring, partially because my ankle 
is still not back to normal. It just plain hurts when I stand 
around for five or six hours as I often do when I'm flying. 
Still, it's getting a little better every day and should be just 
fine for the summer festivals. 

I'm still going to do the buggy thang ... after thorough train
ing by the folks who have been involved with buggies 
since day one. I'll fly my Flexifoils again, maybe even 

WE DO IT FOR 
REDWOOD COAST KITE FESTIVAL, WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU! 
• CUSTOM T-SHIRTS & JACKETS 
• BADGES - CLOISONN E  OR ENAMEL 
• COMM ERCIAL PRINTING FOR STORES & EVENTS 

A'JCAL 
13107 E. Whittier Blvd. 

Whittier. CA 90602-3048 
(310) 696-5266 • FAX (310) 698-6217 

Continued on page 72. 
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We have passed the half-way point in the 1994-95 AKA 
conference season (Aug_ l-July 31)_ However, a major por
tion of events for this season are still to come_ Each com
petitor has a chance to improve their conference standing 
and be eligible to fly at the Grand Nationals held during the 
AKA convention in Wildwood, NJ_ 

Points to remember: 
,( Each conference event will earn you your score plus 
one event point 

,( Top two out-of-conference scores may be included in 
your season total, but no event points will be given_ 
,( Your top five scores are included in compiling conference 
standings_ 

The Grand Nationals will include the following events: 

Novice: Individual precision only 
Intermediate: Individual precision & choreography 
Experienced: Individual precision &choreography 

Team precision & choreography 
Pairs choreography 

Masters: Individual precision & choreography 
Team precision & choreography 
Pairs choreography 

Open: Team train choreography 
Individual quad line choreography 
Individual freestyle 

NOTE: As at past conventions, there is a progression of 
events_ Novice only includes the Individual Precision level, 
Intermediate adds Individual Choreography, and Experi
enced adds Teams and Pairs_ There will be no Intermediate 
Team or Pairs. Team Train event has been added to the 
Open classification. 

Prescott,Az 86302 
(602)776 .. 4325 
Tom & Brenda Dice 

custom 

Kiting 

CLARIFICA TlON POINTS: 
1. You must be a current member of AKA in order for your 

scores to be included in the conference rankings. The 
AKA policy of a 45-day-grace-period will apply. KEEP 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT! 

2. Team/pairs may compete as individuals in one confer
ence and as a team/pair in another conference. 

3. It is imperative that all teams/pairs report each 
member 's name (as well as the team name) at registra
tion for each event 

4. Open events: If the event has only one class, OPEN, the 
event organizer and conference commissioner will sepa
rate points for individuals & teams. 

5. If the event is a NOVICE/INTERMEDIATE event, no 
one can obtain points for Experienced or Masters level. 

6. Fliers may gain points for only one level. Those who 
move up during the season will forfeit their scores for 
the lower level. 

Questions? Call your conference commissioner or the 
conference committee chair Genny Forsberg. To find out 
your standings call the AKA Information Service at (408) 
733-4252. 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Northwest: 
Pacific: 
Central: 
Midwest: 
Southeast: 
Northeast: 

Genny Forsberg 
Darrin Skinner 
Richard Dermer 
Al Hargus 
Sherrie Arnold 
Susie Edison 

(continued from page 77) 

(503) 357-7557 
(408) 733-5483 
(405) 372-6127 
(614) 475-8468 
(703) 765-5668 
(203) 531-1084 

• 

stacked some day when the wind is five gusting to six. I 
hope to be out there helping Bob Anderson again this 
spring, armed with a whole new respect for potential dan
gers. My admonition? Think when you fly. It's really that 
simple. Kiting should be a painless sport! 

And what about Robin and his parachute? Well, he met 
this real neat lady and is talking about things like getting 
married and all that mushy stuff. I heard he gave up wild 
parties, chewing tobacco, and cussing. Sounds like love to 
me. As a twenty-year veteran of the marriage thang, I still 
think I better have a talk with him. 

• 

Kite Videos NTSC 
Pal Secam 

Beautifully combined with music by award winning 
High Sierra Video Production. 

Washington State International Kite Festival. !he largest Kite Fly 
on the North Americam Continent. Combine !he Best Winds, 
Weather and Record Breakers tor an ou�tanding I hr video. 

90 AKA 525, 90-92 WSIKF 525 ea, 93 WSIKF 530, Raw Footage 5 I 00 
Add Postage: USA 54, Canada 55, Foreign 5 1 2  

7220 40th st N\If, Gig Harbor, WA 98335 /2061 265-6800 
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RECENT BOARD ACTIONS 
by Brooks Leffler 

At their spring meeting April 13, the AKA board took the 
following actions: 

selected Kite Studio of Wescosville, P A, as the retail AKA 
Store to succeed Stanton Hobby Shop (see article below). 

terminated wholesale sales of Kiting to Member Mer· 
chants due to the inordinate cost of billing and collec· 
tion. Each store will receive three free copies of each 
issue instead when current accounts are settled. 

decided to stop asking the postal service for mailing list 
address corrections, which have proven to be expensive 
and inefficient. 

approved a treasurer's report which showed a first quar· 
ter which is slightly in the black instead of several thou· 
sand dollars in the red which was budgeted and normal 
for this time of year. 

reaffirmed the AKA member discount policy, and ap· 
proved a mailing to Member Merchants which reviews 
this policy and another one prohibiting the use of AKA 
media for price·oriented advertising. 

referred to committee the further development of policy 
regarding the use of the AKA mailing list. 

received a report from the Annual Meeting Committee 
regarding event coordinator appointments for the Wild· 
wood convention and substantial support efforts devel· 
oping in the local community, and approved a conven· 
tion budget. 

approved inclusion of phone numbers in a directory of 
attendees to be distributed at the convention. 

agreed to open the Kite Gallery at the Wildwood con· 
vention to the public. 

established a fee of $25 per kite entered by proxy fliers 
for kitemaking competitors who are unable to attend 
the convention, and voted down a proposal to put all 
proxy fliers into a separate category. 

elevated the annual convention Rokkaku Challenge to 
the status of a bona fide competition for which conven· 
tion trophies will be given. 

reviewed the duties and responsibilities of regional directors. 

established an Aerial Photography Committee with 
Steve Eisenhauer as chair. 

scheduled for the July meeting consideration of propos· 
als for sanctioning of buggy events. 

agreed to consider at the next meeting a proposal to offer 
an AKA Visa card to members as a means of revenue. 

approved Chapter membership for St. Louis Kite Club; 
Springfield (MO) Area Kite Enthusiasts (SAKE); Sky Pilots 
of Reading, PA; and Topeka Kite Fliers. 

sanctioned events in California, Florida, Kansas, Mary· 
land, New Jersey, and Rhode Island. 

• 
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The 1993/94 sport kite competition season is in full swing. 
Your sport kite committee has been responding to proposals 
for changes and additions to the International Sport Kite 
Competition Rules book. Some of these proposals have 
been unanimously approved by the committee and all the 
information will be forwarded to the event coordinators. 
They will determine whether or not to implement these 
changes at their event. However, when the new season 
starts, these changes will be included as an addendum to 
the rules book. 

Some of the changes that were approved are simple word· 
ing changes, others are changes all of us on the committee 
feel are needed to help the sport grow. The most important 
changes are as follows: 

1. Maximum wind speed will now be 20 mph. 

2. Landing on the boundary line is a safety disqualification 

3. If the competitor calls "out" prior to his kite going out of 
the boundaries, a safety disqualification will override 
the "out" call. There are no overriding circumstances to 
avoiding a safety disqualification. 

4. The use of profanity in musical or taped selections is 
inappropriate and cause for immediate disqualification. 

5. All sanctioned competitions must have a minimum of 
three judges for all events. 

Plans for the AKA nationals in Wildwood are going along 
smoothly with the help of Roger Chewning. He has been 
working with Jim Miller to help set up as many things as 
possible. Dave and Sherrie Arnold of Virginia will be the 
chief judges and Genny Forsberg has agreed to be the opera· 
tions field officer. We're sure that with this group and the 
help of the Eastern League and others, we will have one of 
the best conventions ever. 

• 

A NEW AKA STORE 

Effective immediately, Kite StudiO, the AKA Member 
Merchant in Wescosville, P A, will serve as the retail outlet 
for AKA merchandise advertised on the back cover of KITING. 

Stanton Hobby Shop of Chicago, which has served the asso
ciation valiantly without cost for the last five years, has 
moved to more compact quarters, and can no longer ac· 
commodate AKA's needs. 

We thank Joe Stanton for his generosity and support, wei· 
come Kite StudiO, and wish them both well. 

• 

by Vern Balodis, 
Sport Kite 
Committee Chair 
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14 

14-
15 

14-
15 

14-
15 

14-
15 

Tracy Sister Cities Annual Kite Fly 
Tracy, CA. C: Sharon Smith (209) 836-2672 

Whitman AFB Kite Festival 
Nobnoster, MO. 
C: Carolyn Moore (913) 894-5483 

Sight & Sound Kite Festival 
Rockford, IL. C: Bob Neiman (708) 359-2556 

3rd Annual Spring Kite Festival 
Rockford, IL. C: Ken McNeill (815) 962-9680 

*3rd Annual Daytona Beach Kite Festival 
Daytona Beach, FL. 
C: Tom Mason (912) 352-3142 

*Tulsa Windriders Kite Fly 
Tulsa, OK. C: Larry Stiles (918) 664-3575 

Brighton Kite Festival 
Patcham, Brighton 
C: Ray Oakhill (+44) 0273-306842 

*Kitefest 
Kalamazoo, ML C: John Cosby (616) 383-8778 

HNOWLEDGE - SERVICE -EXPE 

OJ SPlIT lITIS 

Owned & Operated by Master Class Competitor 
Dodd Gross (1 993 Eastern League Champion) 

• Hand picked selection of the best Stunt Kites & 
Accessories 

• FREE STUNT KITE CATALOG, 
w/Flight School Section 

• Flight School Video now avai lable, 
includes dual - line instruction, beginner - advanced 

OJ SPIll lITIS 

New Phone/Fax: (71 7) 246- 1 2 1 4 ·  FREE Order Line: 1 -800-296-KITE 
New Address: RD #2 · Box 70 • Windsor, PA 1 7366 Visa/MasterCard 

Kiting 

15 Kitefest '94 
Wichita, KS. C: Troy Gunn (817) 691-3425 

15 Ansel Toney Memorial Kite Fly 
Parker City, OH. C: Mike Bragg (317) 453-2977 

15 8th Annual Kite Fly-off 
Youngstown, OH. C: Bill Flynn (216) 393-0016 

15 River Festival Fun Fly 
Wichita, KS. C: Mel Wohrley (316) 733-0148 

20-
22 

Great Lakes Sport Kite Championship 
Grand Haven, MLC: Bob Negen (616) 846-7501 

21 

21 

21 

21-
22 

22 

Sullivan County Kite Festival 
Loch Sheldrake, NY. 
C: James Goldfarb (914) 434-5750 

McLean Day 
McLean, V A. C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673 

*Moorpark College Kite Festival 
Moorpark, CA. 
C: Walt Thompson (619) 566-7543 

San Ramon Art & Wine Festival 
San Ramon, CA. 
C: Kim Giuliano (510) 275-2300 

Sky Liners Club Fly 
Schaumburg, IL. 
C: Wilma Neiman (708) 991-6825 

27-31 6th Annual International Kite Retreat 
Junction, TX. C: Betty Street (806) 742-3027 

28- 5th Annual Fun Fly 
29 Sechelt, B.C. C: Lee & Leigh (604) 885-9309 

28-
30 

29 

*East Coast Stunt Kite Championships 
Wildwood, NJ. 
C: Roger Chewning (215) 736-3715 

Stockton Fun Fly 
Stockton, CA. C: Crazy (510) 724-8601 

EUl'Ope 01' 8ust 
My wife and I, and my wife's parents, will be trav
eling to Europe this fall and hope to attend a Euro
pean kite festival. We would greatly appreciate any 
information we can find regarding dates, locations, 
and contact people for festivals being held between 
August I and October 31, 1994. My phone is (206) 
584-0368 and fax (206) 566-1979. Thanks. 

John Thomas 
107 Champion Street 
Steilacoom, WA 98388 

!Q 
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2-
5 

5 

Deadline for Kiting Newsletter 

Worldwide Kite Rendez-Vous 
Verdun, Quebec, Canada 
C: Lyne Champagne (514) 765-7213 

KGWA/Westlake Kite Festival 
Enid, OK. C: Alan Clepper (405) 234-4230 

4- Windsong Fun Fly 
5 Ardmore, OK. C: Janene Evard (405) 226-0285 

4- Sky Sail 
5 Cape May, NJ. 

C: Great Atlantic Kites (609) 884-3444 

4- Rogallo Kite Fest 
5 Nags Head, NC. C: Kitty Hawk Kites (919) 441-4124 

11 Columbus Kite Festival 
Columbus, OH. C: Flights of Fancy (614) 431-KITE 

11 S_A.K.E. Mystery Ballet Kite Competition 
Springfield, MO. C: Shawn Brett (417) 882-5374 

11- *3rd Annual Chicago Sport Kite Festival 
12 Schaumburg, IL. C: Bob Neiman (708) 991-6825 

11- Sea & Sky Festival 
12 Cape May, NJ. C: Lisa Bernstein (609) 884-3444 

11- Ocean Park Fun Fly 
12 Ocean Park, W A. C: Flamingo Ray (206) 665-3655 

11- British National Sport Kite Champion. 
12 Round 2, Weston-Super-Mare, UK 

C: Andy King (+44) 71-836-16Q
,
6 

11- Kiwanis Park Kite Festival, 
12 Wichita Falls, TX. C: Bre!)t Onstott (817) 692-9061 

11-
12 

11-
12 

11-
12 

11-
12 

12 

12 

12 

/ 
Academy of Model Aeronautics 
Muncie, IN. C: Mike Bragg (317) 453-2977 

Topeka Kite Festival 
Topeka, KS. C: Larry Cheek (913) 256-2951 

Wichita Falls Kite Festival 
TX. C: Troy Gunn (817) 691-3425 

Papillion Kite Fly 
Papillion, NE. C: Nora Cooper (402) 331-9102 

Lake Elizabeth Fun Fly 
Hayward, CA. C: Diane Graber (510) 889-8525 

MKS Red, White & Blue Fly 
Columbia, MD. C: Jon Burkhardt (301) 424-6976 

Lavender Winds Kite Club Monthly Fly 
Santa Cruz, CA. C: Brian Bradley (510) 797-6997 

15 

12 Father's Day Kite Fly 
Brigantine, NJ. C: Sue Wick (609) 266-3391 

12 Free Fly 
Cleveland, OH. C: (213) 731-3639 

12 *14th Annual Family Kite Day 
Anchora e, AK. C: Pat Brooks (907) 279-4386 

18 *Twin Rivers Kite Festival 
Emporia, KS. C: Nina Whitt ridge (316) 342-3454 

18- rea rlby Fly'n 2nd Annual Fun Fly 
19 Seaside, OR. C: Judy Brown (503) 689-8175 

19 Minnesota Kite Society Fun Fly 
St. Paul, MN C: Jim Henry (612) 757-0060 

24- Boston Area Stunt Kite Championship 
26 Dartmouth, MA. C: R. Chewning (215) 736-3715 

24- World's Smallest Kite Festival 
26 Colorado Springs, CO. 

C: Dawn Williams (719) 596-2332 

25 Kites Over Lincoln Midwest Festival 
Lincoln, NE. C: Mike Kunkee (402) 423-4284 

25- NW Regional Stunt Kite Championship 
26 Long Beach, W A. C: Judy Brown (503) 689-8175 

30- Westport 'TEJA' Spirit of the Wind 
7/4 Westport, W A.C: Judy Brown (503) 689-8175 

July 
2-
3 

2-
3 

2-
4 

4 

4 

9 

Candy IKites Freedom of Press Kite Fly 
Bodega Bay, CA. C: Barbara Price (707) 875-3777 

*Libertyfest Kite Festival 
Edmond, OK. C: Jon Wagner (405) 341-3678 

4th of July Fly 
Fort Lee, NJ. C: Sky Festivals (215) 736-3715 

Independence Day Fly & Concert 
Gaithersburg, MD. 
C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673 

Red, White & Blue Festival 
Moolack Beach, OR. 
C: Judy Brown (503) 689-8175 

2nd Annual Summer Winds Fun Fly 
Norman, OK. C: Brenda Barnes (405) 360-0280 

*AKA Sanctioned Event 
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Region 1 
New England 
Marty Sasaki, 
Regional Director 

The winter has been a long and cold one for New England. 
Record snowfall has covered many popular flying fields. 
The field where I spend most of my time these days is the 
beach at Nahant. For several weeks it looked more like 
Antarctica than the North Shore Massachusetts. 

If course this didn't stop anyone from flying. Hearty folks 
bundled up and headed for the flying fields. Several folks 
into kite traction could be seen being pulled along on skis. 

Mike Dawson, aided by several experienced kitemakers, 
held a kite making workshop in January. Workshop memo 
bers got to make a 4·sided facet kite. It was nice to wel
come so many new people into kitemaking. 

I was saddened to see Keely's Kites close its doors. Five 
years ago Keely's took over the store in Provincetown. 
Around the first of the year, Steve Behr decided to get out 
of the kite business. He blamed the sluggish economy and 
kite politics ... 

Late news from the Smithsonian Kite Festival in Wash· 
ington DC. Superior tactics won out over experience and 
practice in the rokkaku battle. The folks from Kites Over 
New England won easily. 

As I write this , on 1 April , the sun is shining and it hasn't 
snowed for over two weeks. Maybe Spring is here! 

Upcoming events: The Boston Kite Festival, in Franklin 
Park, Boston, MA, is going to be on May 14th this year. 

Kiting 

Everyone should attend this event at least once in their 
lives, but leave good kites at home. Imagine hundreds of 
kites in the air attached to flying lines that are held by kids 
running in every direction. 

Boston has a culturally diverse population and it isn't un
usual to see beautiful kites from folks from Asia and the 
Carribean amid the mass tangle. 

Also on May 14 is Kites Over the Pike. It is sponsored 
by Kites Over New England, the Middlesex News and the 
Bose Corporation. In past years Kites Over the Pike was 
held in April, it was moved to May for May's better 
weather. 

June 24·26 is the Fifth Annual Boston Stunt Kite 
Championships. The event is returning to the campus of 
the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth campus. 
Along with the usual stunt kite events, there will be some 
single line competition, and a rokkaku battle. 

That's all for now. Gentle breezes. 

Region 2 
Northeast 
Kevin Shannon, Regional Director 

• 

Boy, we're right in the thick of the season now! Lots of 
events are taking place. First, though, I have to mention 
the Smithsonian Kite Festival. This year, they finally 
got a good day. Everyone expected the field to be a swamp 
from all the snow melt, but SURPRISE!, it was almost 

(Continued on next page.) 

KTA 1993 MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE A WARD 

BIG WINGS Series™ Kite Bags 

"WE COVER THEM AND CARRY THEM" 
M.L.D. ASSOCIATES . BIG WINGS Series Kite Bags 

I Cedar Circle • Townsend • MA • 01469 

� WIDEST RANGE OF 
STYLES AND COLORS! 

� QUALITY BAGS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 

� ALL BAGS ARE 100% 
NYLON CORDURA ® 

CALL FOR BROCHURE & 
LIST OF LOCAL DEALERS 

(508) 597-6700 
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Region 2 (continued ) 

totally dry. The number of entries were down consider
ably, but kiters from our region really cleaned up with tro
phies and ribbons. Winners included: 

Chris Peak, Alan Mariet, Clifford Quinn, Howard Lamhut, 
Gary Gleckner, Sara Peak, Bill Beneker,Joyce Quinn, 
Cecilia Dallmer, Tony Reiser, Michael Dallmer, Larry 
Gleckner, Gina Dallmer, Joe Damin, Richard Koons, Ed 
Schenk, Pete Rondeau. 

All of the region's clubs were well represented with a mul
titude of flags staking out each club's enclave. Many of the 
winners had attended the MKS kitemaking retreat and had 
picked up those special tricks that gave them the edge. 
How about the Region 2 clubs hosting a kitemaking re
treat? We've got the talent and the people. If anyone is 
interested, let me know and I'll see if we can get some
thing going. 

The East Coast Stunt Kite Championships and Wild
wood International Kite Festival will be held May 27-
30 in Wildwood, NJ. As usual, the best stunt fliers in the 
country will be there. Stunt competitions in all classes will 
take place. Also, a judges' workshop, innovative clinic, and 
indoor indiVidual ballet flying competition are scheduled 
for Friday. The Lehigh Valley Kite Society will be the host 
club for the single-line portion of the event. There are 
many fun contests planned throughout the event along 
with the requisite rokkaku challenge and the night fly. 
Also, on Monday, an AKA regional meeting is planned to 
discuss the upcoming AKA convention at Wildwood. Call 
Ro�er at (215) 736-3715 for more information. 

Other upcoming events include: June 11-12 - Sea & Sky 
Festival, Cape May, NJ, call Mike or Lisa Bernstein (609) 
884-3444. ; June 12 - Fathers Day Kite Fly, Brigantine, NJ 
(on the beach at 37th Street), call Sue Wick (609) 266-3391. ; 
July 4 - Fourth of July Kite Celebration, Ocean City, NJ 
(Athletic Field, 6th St. off Boardwalk), call Mark Soifer, City 
Hall Public Relations (609) 399-6111. 

One final note before I sign off. A gentleman from Long 
Island, NY, left a message on my answering machine asking 
how to start a kite club. I'm sorry to say that my tape 
picked that moment to go bad and I didn't get the name and 
number to call back. Please call me again so I can help you 
get started. Also, everyone out there who is interested in 
starting a club, let me know and I will try to put you in 
contact with each other. By the way, the AKA publishes a 
great book on forming a club. You can order a copy from 
the AKA store at (610) 395-3560. 

Region 3 
Mid-Atlantic 
Jon Burkhardt, Regional Director 

It seems like a long time since the Smithsonian Kite 
Festival had wonderful weather, but 1994 left little to 
complain about other than light winds. The sun and blue 
skies were a MOST welcome change from last year's aero-

• 
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logical experiments in flying kites that were soaked with 
rain. This year there were over 150 contestants from 15 
states, the District of Columbia, and Canada, and everyone 
had a wonderful time. The overall winner was Charlie 
Dunton of Yorktown, Virginia, who received the highest 
overall score as well as first prize in the Master Kitemaker 
Rokkaku category, and who also got a very nice write-up in 
The Washington Post. His kite, which some of us had seen 
at the Maryland Kite Society's kitemaking retreat in Febru
ary, pictured Chief Sitting Bull on one side and a head of a 
buffalo on the other. This year's rokkaku battle, a real test 
of skills in the light winds, was won by a team from 
Ontario led by Michael Graves. 

Now we're looking forward to the East Coast Stunt Kite 
Championships in Wildwood over the Memorial Day 
weekend. Other events that took place were Old Domin
ion Stunt Kite Championship in Virginia - Apr 10-11; 
Maryland Kite Festival - Apr 30; Bucks County Kite 
Day - May 1; and the Mid-Atlantic Stunt Kite Champi
onships in Ocean City - May 7-8. In between all of that, a 
number of kitefliers will join a very happy wedding cel
ebration for me and Karen. How's that for a full sched
ule of events? 

Region 4 
Southeast 

Steve (seplo, Regional Director 

• 

There have been all types of activities in our region during 
the intervening time since my last report and unfortu
nately, I cannot be all places at once. Like on March 19th 
when I had three event invitations I would have liked to 
attend. Rather than gloss over events I have not attended, I 
would like to instead offer personal kiting experiences for 
the period. 

The one concept I am left with at the end of this two 
month period is the fraternal nature of AKA membership. 
By this expression, by no means do I intend to exclude any 
gender, rather it seems to be the natural way to express the 
sentiment. That being if you meet a fellow AKA member, 
there is an instant bond, a commonality that leads to in
stant understanding of the other. The love of kiting grants 
this blessing. True enough, it does not ensure lasting friend
ships or harmonious relationships in the future, but the 
initial experience is sure to be a pleasant one. 

I like to think that the intervening period has brought me 
back to the roots of kiting. Local events where folks get 
together and have a good time like the KAOS Kitefest, 
edition number 5. This year we were again blessed with 
magnificent weather and wind, albeit the wind once again 
waiting until the mid-afternoon to develop. Competitions 
have always been a part of this festival and while I have 
done my fair share of bringing home "the hardware," the 
most important part of this event has always been getting 
out, flying a few kites, seeing old familiar faces and making 
new acquaintances. After a long day of kiting spent flying, 
competing and judging, the traditional oyster roast and 
cookout is a great way to wind down and enjoy the com
pany of fellow kite crazies. 

Regional reports continued on next page. 
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Region 4 (continued) 

This year I had the pleasure of the company of my wife at 
the event, and she thoroughly enjoyed herself I am pleased 
to say. As the kiting community is one of the most friendly 
environments you can find, it would be hard not to enjoy 
one's self, especially with the beauty of the calm ocean 
lapping at the shore through the daylight hours. Unfortu
nately, Sunday morning came much too soon and while 
festivities were planned for later that day, we had to leave 
for Atlanta After a stop for breakfast and checking out of 
the hotel, we hit the road back to the Big Peach and the 
AEGIS Benefit event that I was not about to miss. After all, 
it isn't everyday that one gets to make personal contact 
with and enjoy the company of a celebrity the status of Tula 

The week following found Reed Richards and me assisting 
with a kiting display which ran until the end of April at 
the Southern Bell regional headquarters in Atlanta. While 
it was not open to the general public, it came off looking 
good and as several thousand people are employed there, 
we had the pleasure of knowing that at the least, many 
people had been exposed to the modern kiting world. Al
most simultaneously, Reed was featured on a local morning 
program and several of us showed up early one Monday 
morning to fly live on the air as the teaser for that article. 
Hopefully, these activities will spur further local interest in 
kiting and generate larger crowds for the upcoming Dog
wood Festival. 

The final organized event I had the pleasure of attending 
occurred on that weekend I previously mentioned. The 
Lions and Lambs KiteFly in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
was co-sponsored by the Chattanooga and Hamilton 
County Parks and Recreation Departments and The Scenic 
City Kite Club. This was the first time I have been able to 
make tracks to meet the membership of the club and it was 
a pleasure to do so. As with many kite events, the winds 
did not cooperate and that old familiar refrain of ''you 
should have been here yesterday" was heard again and 
again. So low wind sport kites were the order of the day 
and I was able to amply entertain the crowd with my ZDX 
by R's Kites. In reality, it was the only kite that would fly 
consistently early in the day, fighters even having diffi
culty staying in the air. 

Finally, the winds picked up enough for the competitions 
to be completed and several children were made quite 
happy by winning their first kite competition awards, of
ten with the kites they had made at the morning work
shop. By the time chief judges Don Helton and Chuck Jones 
finished their dUties, they were shaking their heads and 
wondering how anyone could enjoy judging. As this was a 
local event, the focus was mainly on the children who 
attended and the smiling faces of some is really what these 
types of events are all about. 

So that about ends it for me this time. l'll try to keep up 
with what's going on in the kiting world in the Southeast. 
But with limited time and resources, it is simply not pos
sible to do it all no matter how much I may want to. 

Until next time, take care, stay happy and keep a kite in 
the sky. 

• 

Region 5 
Great Lakes 
Robyne Gardner, Regional Director 

Kiting 

Spring FINALLY arrived here in Region 5! One family 
whose kite calendar is filling up quickly is the Boyers of 
Huron, Ohio. Ralph Boyer is practically a one-man kite 
festival. He is aptly assisted by his wife Barbara and daugh
ter Sara Together, they offer many sled kite workshops for 
children throughout the northern Ohio area and always 
try to incorporate a bit of kite history and flying safety into 
their presentations. Between the Boyers, the Black Swamp 
Air Force, O.S.E.K., 5120, and the Battle Creek Cloud Cut
ters' there's probably thousands of children learning how to 
make and fly kites this spring. Get out the Kevlar! 

The Wright Kite Club in Dayton, OhiO, is also becoming 
quite active. Mark Bottenfield got the ball rolling for a 
month-long exhibit at Dayton's Public Library. This club is 
also knee-deep in kite string and wooden dowels. 

Even though the calendar says it's spring, you may get a 
different impression if you've been out trying to loft your 
favorite kite during March and April The well-dressed 
kiter in these parts was wearing mud boots, ear muffs, and 
warm mittens. Some of the competitive sport fliers are 
beginning to whine about not having enough time to pre
pare for Grand Haven. Quite a few of the kitemakers have 
at least one creation sitting in a corner waiting for its 
virgin flight. 

On the subject of sport kite competitions: Several competi
tors have called to ask about the scores that are reported on 
AKA's new automated phone system. I have been in con
tact with our conference commissioner, AI Hargus, and 
Darrin Skinner, who programmed and set up the auto
mated system. Any new system has bugs. One of the ma
jor problems with this new system was our region's realign
ment that took place late last year. Some of our scores 
were mixed in with other conferences. Another problem 
Darrin encountered was not knowing all the names of the 
fliers, especially the fliers on teams and in pairs. W ARN
ING: Make sure your AKA dues are currentltl For teams 
and pairs, this means ALL fliers on the team must be cur
rent AKA members to accumulate points. Let's be patient 
and give this system a chance to get up and running 
smoothly. This automated system was a huge undertaking 
and I think Darrin deserves to take a bow just for getting it 
to this point. If you have questions about your scores, call 
your friendly conference commiSSioner, Al Hargus. 

Some new pairs are surfacing this year on the competition 
field. Sam Ritter and wife Ann will be flying under the 
name of Kite Works. Mike Donley and Phil Salstein get my 
vote for most original name: Higher Powered. Late in May, 
Aaron Harris and fiancee Debra Holt will present a one
time routine to the tune of "Here Comes the Bride." Con
gratulations, Aaron and Debbiel 

If you're in the Youngstown area May 15, give Bill Flynn a 
call. He and other members of the Supreme Order of 
Kitefliers will be getting together for their 8th Annual 
Kite Fly-Off. While our region's spring and summer 

Regional Reports continue on next page. 
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event calendar is growing almost daily, it is with regret 
that I cannot report all of them here in advance of the 
event. Please remember that I have to send these reports in 
almost two months before you see them published. As of 
this writing, here are some upcoming kite happenings: 

May 14: Xenia Kite Festival, Xenia, OH. C: Rich Meyer 
(513) 372-7486. ; May 14-15: Kitefest! Kalamazoo, MI. C: 
John Cosby (616) 345-1755. ; May 20-22: Great Lakes 
Sport Kite Championships, Grand Haven, MI. C: Macki
naw Kite Co. (616) 846-7501. ; June 11: Columbus Kite Fes
tival, Cols., OH. C: Rights of Fancy Kite Shop (614) 431-
KITE. ; June 18-19: Mackinaw Kite Festival. C: Macki
naw Kite Co. (616) 846-7501. ; July 2-3: Cherry Festival, 
Traverse City, MI. More details to follow.; July 16-17: 
North Coast Stunt Kite Games, Oregon, OH. C: Uncle 
Wilbert (419) 537-7036. 

Region 6 
Midwest 

Bob Neiman, Regional Director 

• 

Well, the clocks have been moved forward - we've got an 
extra hour of daylight to fly kites - so it must be spring! To 
start off, the Kite Society of Wisconsin has a full slate of 
activities planned for the next few months. On April 30, 
the Appleton Paper Arts Festival will feature sled 
kitemaking and stunt kite demos by Chicago Fire. Mark 
your calendars for Mother's Day, May 8, for the 1st An
nual Leland Toy Memorial Fly at Veteran's Park in 
Milwaukee. On May 21, WEZW, a local FM radio station 
will sponsor a kite fly with lots of giveaways from 12 noon 
to 5pm, also at Veteran's Park. The big Hot Air Balloon 
Rally will be held in Wisconsin Dells on June 4 with a 
giant kite fly. All kite fliers attending will receive free 
passes for Wisconsin Dells attractions. Finally, KSW will be 
flying at yet another Balloon Rally!Kite Fly in Monroe, 
WI on July 9. For info on any of these flys or to register for 
the Wisconsin Dells event, write to Jeff Kataoka, 2266 N. 
Prospect, Suite 501, Milwaukee, WI 53202. 

Moving down to Indiana, the Hoosiers Kiteflyers Society is 
sponsoring the Ansel Toney Memorial Kite Fly on 
May 15. The club will also be flying at the Academy of 
Modeling Aeronautics (AMA) Homecoming in 
Muncie, IN on June 11-12. This is the new world headquar
ters for the AMA and a great place to fly kites. Moving to 

MOVING? 
Tel l  us now! 

Kiti ng wi l l  not be 
forwarded . 

Don't m iss an issue !  
(800) AKA-2550 

July, the club is hosting the Dave DeBolt Kite Fly at 
Monroe Central High School on July 17. For more info on 
these flys, contact HKS president, Mike Bragg at (317) 453-
2977. 
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The Minnesota Kite Society is busy at work this spring 
with a full calendar of events. On May 14, MKS will co
sponsor the Kiwanis Kite Fly in Oak Park and on May 
21, the club will fly at the Clean Air Bike Festival in 
Shakopee, MN. Finally, the club will host the MKS Fun 
Fly at Battle Creek in St. Paul on June 19. Call Jim Henry at 
(612) 757-0060 for more details. 

The Midwest Wind Wrestlers from Waterloo, Iowa are in 
the process of setting up their spring and summer flying 
schedule to include kite building seminars in April & May. 
They are also promoting kiting to neighborhood schools. 

Turning closer to home, the Chicagoland Sky Liners have a 
full slate of activities on hand. On April 30, the Quad Cit
ies branch of CSL held a kite fly at Blackhawk College in 
Moline, IL. The site shifts across the river to Davenport for 
the United Neighbors 1st Annual Kite Fly on May 14. 
WOAD, channel 8 from Moline, is co-sponsoring this event 
with free food, prizes and lots of free kites with the event's 
slogan emblazoned on them, "Get high on kites .. .not 
drugs!!" For more information on these two events, call 
Renee at (319) 322-7363. On May 7, CSL will sponsor a kite 
festival in Antioch, IL, and on May 14, the Sight & Sound 

Regional Reports continue on next page. 

Transcendent. 

Kiteflying is no ordinary experience, and we're no 
ordinary kite shop. Our styles and color selections 

reach far beyond the limits of all possibilities. 
Outrageous, stimulating family fun . 

WI NDBORNE KlIES 
585 Cannery Row #105, Monterey, CA 93940 
Phone (408) 373-7422 • Fax (408) 373-0688 

AKA Member Merchant 
WRITE FOR RETAIL KITEALOG© 
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Region 6 (continued) 

Kite Festival for the sight and hearing impaired will be 
held in Rockford, IL. Featured will be a rokkaku battle, kid's 
kite building, and a "Godzilla" challenge. 

The 3rd Annual Chicago Sport Kite Festival will be 
held on June 11-12 at Ned Brown Woods in Schaumburg, IL. 
This AKA sanctioned and American Kite Circuit regional 
competition will feature some of the top Individual, Pairs, 
and Team fliers from across the country. A Pairs team from 
Japan has even signed up to compete! The two day festival 
will also feature a single-line extravaganza with featured 
flier Randy Tom and a TV Iradio celebrity rokkaku chal
lenge highlighting the festival. Kite manufacturers will be 
on hand to demo their products and conduct hands-on 
learn-to-fly clinics. Contact CSKF at (708) 359-2556 for 
more info and registration forms. 

Finally, July 16 marks the return of Sky Circus to be held 
at Ned Brown Woods in Schaumburg. This year's event 
will feature a circus atmosphere in which some of the most 
beautiful single-line kites and laundry will be displayed for 
all to see. Kitefliers from all across the Midwest flock to 
attend this gala event, culminating in the World 
Rokkaku Challenge on Sunday, July 17. For more infor
mation on any of the CSL events, contact Ken McNeil at 
(815) 962-9680. 

Phew!! Whatta spring Region 6 has cooked up! It looks like 
we'll all be busy with kites every weekend from now 
through summer! Call me at (708) 359-2556 with any info, 
gripes, comments, or praises you want to heap on the AKA. 
Fresh breezes to all! 

Region 7 
Great Plains 

Chris Moore, Regional Director 

• 

Well, organized chaos has broken into full-blown may
hem here in the Midwest as kite fever speeds across the 
Great Plains. Fabulous weather, great winds, and plenty of 
open spaces has provided us with an ideal kiting environ
ment and a great spring! 

March 12 in Grand Lake, CO, there was a beehive of kiting 
activity as 44 registered kiters assembled with their par
ents and onlookers to make their own kites for the Sky 
High Kite Fly that afternoon. Scott Skinner was on hand 
to explain the mysteries of stable kiteflying and encourage 
th? prospective kiters. 

April ! was the date of the 2nd Annual Great St. Louis 
Kite Ft.'1tival on Central Field in Forest Park. This year's 
event top�'ed last year's event, which created around 19 
million imp:essions, between television, radio and newspa
per coverage, ?SA's, an in-school program, and the event 
itself. The even�. sponsored by Coca-Cola, boasted two com
petition fields, competitors from throughout Regions 7 & 8, 
and some spectacular aerial art. Everyone had a great time. 

Kiting 

The 3rd Annual Prairie Winds Kite Festival was held 
April 30 - May 1. Prairie Winds Festivals, Inc., organizes 
this event as well as many other festivals throughout Re
gion 7. This event is a combination kite carnival and a 
competition for kite connoisseurs. It is dedicated to the 
celebration of the kite and the free-spirited hobby that it 
represents. 

Activities at Prairie Winds include: Red, White, and Blue 
opening ceremony with the KC Attack soccer team. AKA 
sanctioned competition, demonstrations from It's A Breeze, 
Skynasaur, Skyburner, and many other well-known manu
facturers. Two separate sound systems and a sky full of 
kites from "Mr. Kite" (Craig Christensen) will add to the 
festive atmosphere. Channel 41, a Fox network affiliate, 
will give away free kites throughout the festival and 
clowns and storytellers make it a family oriented event as 
well as a competition. If you miss this event in 1994, be 
sure to put it on your calendar for 1995! It takes place the 
weekend before Mother's Day in May every year. Contact 
Prairie Winds Festivals, Inc. at (913) 894-KITE. 

The McPherson Kite Club will hold the All Schools Day 
Fun Fly in McPherson, KS, on May 13. Contact Ken Roark, 
events coordinator, at (316) 241-6922. 

The River Festival Fun Fly in Wichita, KS, is a demon
stration for the public and will be held at Coleman Middle 
School on May 15. All kinds of kite flying will be repre
sented including fighter kites and team flying. Contact 
Mel Wohrley at (316) 733-0148. 

The Mystery Ballet will be held June 11 in Springfield, 
MO. What the heck is a Mystery Ballet? It is a low-stress 
contest that emphasizes fun. Imagine coming to the field 
totally unprepared with no routine in mind. You reach 
into a bag full of tapes to pull out your musical selection 
(anything from rock to classical) and then have 30 minutes 
to formulate a routine. Contact the Springfield Area Kite 
Enthusiasts (S.A.K.E.) at (417) 882-5374. 

June 11-12 is the Topeka Kite Festival in Topeka, KS. 
Last year's event was a fun fly but this year they will have 
an AKA competition. They must have the biggest kite 
flying field in the Midwest, 80 acres of pure pleasure set 
aside by the city of Topeka just for kite flying. For informa
tion on this exciting event call Larry Cheek, (913) 256-2951. 

June 11-12 is also the date of the Papillion Kite Fly in 
Papillion, NE. Some of the activities include a competition 
and a workshop by Dean Jordan. Contact Nora Cooper at 
(402) 331-9102. 

June 18th is the Twin Rivers Competition in Emporia, 
KS, a third annual event that keeps getting bigger and bet
ter each year! AKA sanctioned competition will be going 
on all day as everyone else enjoys the spacious Kansas fly
ing area! For more information contact Nina Whittredge at 
(316) 342-3454. 

June 24-26 is the World's Smallest Kite Festival in 
Colorado Springs, CO. Contact Dawn Williams at (719) 596-
2332. July 30-31 is the Sunflower Games (Kansas resi
dents only) in Lawrence, KS. Contact Carolyn Moore (913) 
894-5483. 

• 
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Region 8 
South Central 
Richard Dermer, Regional Director 

The Southwestern kite season opened, as usual, with the 
Northwest Rec Center's Kite Workshop in Austin, 
Texas. Seventy-six kids learned how to make four different 
kites, a few weeks before the 68th annual Zilker Park Kite 
Contest. This year's festival was postponed a week due to 
rain, but out-of-town AKA members already in Austin en
joyed an all-day kiters party in Joel Scholz' Sky Delights 
Kite Co. shop. It was a bargain hunter's delight. Joel had a 
garage sale of dozens of kites, spars, lines, and assorted good
ies. The rescheduled event a week later had good winds, 
saw most of the trophies taken home again by AKA mem
bers, and featured Jim Stipe's world record largest delta in 
another successful flight. 

Up the road, the Windfest in Waco shared the same good 
wind as Austin, with kids' single-line events, a rok battle, 
and fighter kite competition alternating with a full sched
ule of sport kite competition. Frank Kenisky and David 
Williams ran a smooth and entertaining event, which in
cluded a Keith Anderson buggy demo, several great perfor
mances by team Nemesis, and some sparking innovative 
flying by Eddie Reynolds. Individual class winners in
cluded Kelly Reed, Ryan KelleY, James White, Eddie 
Reynolds, and Keith Anderson. I was also very impressed 
with the craftsmanship of Enrique Iglesias, who has devel
oped some original techniques for making outstanding 
fighter kites. 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas's Kite Festival saw continu
ous rain on Saturday, but hosts Steve and Linda Rogers 
simply moved visiting fliers into the clubhouse for a day of 
video, miniature kitemaking, and socializing. Sunday fea
tured clear skies, good winds, and a Dynakite kite combat 
event and rok battle won by the Kansas City Kite Club, 
that were real crowd pleasers. 
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A first time Arkansas festival at Jacksonport State Park 
was a great success, with hundreds of children flying sleds 
made from AKA plans. Members Park Fleming, Bruce 
DeLeuil, and John Clements gave a magnificent demonstra
tion of single-, dual-, and quad-line kites. A number of 
teams, each composed of several third graders and one se
nior citizen, competed with homemade kites for group prizes. 

A couple of member casualties in March - John 
Eddyhausen of Ft. Worth cracked his hip when his buggy 
flipped in a tight turn, and a few weeks later, well-known 
Texas kitemaker Terry Crumpler suffered a heart attack. 
Both are mending well. Terry and Linda say thanks for all 
the cards and letters. 

A well-written newsletter editorial by Wichita, Kansas 
Windjammer president John Johnson argues that the AKA 
sport kite committee should set the maximum wind speed 
for competitions at 25, not the proposed 20. Citing 
Wichita's high average wind speed (14), and the fact that 
most novice and intermediate fliers have heavy-wind kites, 
he maintains that the higher maximum would be more 
practical for Kansas conditions. (I know, Kansas isn't in my 
region anymore, but I thoughtJohn's opinion was worth 
passing on.) 

Word steadily filters in from area clubs. Well-attended club 
flies in Houston, Dallas, Rockport, Abilene, New Orleans, 
Tulsa, and Wichita Falls let us know the season is in full swing. 

Pin Collector Alert - The Crescent City Kitefliers in New 
Orleans have a new and spectacular club pin. Square, it 
measures an inch and a half on a side, and features 11  colors! 
It was deSigned by Marshall Harris and has a nine-color 
rainbow delta opposite the state of Louisiana. 

A lot of events are happening in May, June, and July in the 
region. We have new festivals in Richardson and Wichita 
Falls, TX, and Enid and Norman, OK. Also, annual events 
like the Edmond, OK, Libertyfest Kite Festival and the 
Junction, TX, International Kite Retreat, and numerous 
club exhibitions. Read your calendar carefully. There's 
something for everyone! 

• 
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Region 11 
Northern Cal ifornia 
Tom McAlister, Regional Director 

I have a whole pile of kite gossip notes which I had 
planned would make up the bulk of this report. However, 
there has been something on my mind that I think is im
portant to all of us. 

I am sorry to report that we have lost seven events on the 
West Coast this season: Visalia, Eureka, Fairfield, the North 
Coast Challenge, Newport, Rockaway Beach and Oregon 
State Sport Kite Championship. While there were many 
factors involved in each of these cancellations, a major fac
tor in all of them was lack of sponsorship money. 

I would like to take a moment to address event sponsorship 
and my fellow AKA members whose livelihood comes en
tirely or in part from the kite Industry. 

Each member of this Industry relies on kite festivals to 
increase public awareness of kite flying as a fulfilling recre
ational pastime. This increased public awareness results in 
greater sales of kites, from the five-dollar variety to the 
$500 custom. Kite festivals boost everyone's sales. 

The loss of these events hurts businesses of all types - ma
terials manufacturers, kite manufacturers, and retailers 
alike. Kite entrepreneurs cannot let this trend continue 

International Friends Of Sma l l  Ki tes 

IFOSK is a club in formation now. a loose 'company' of those in different 
countries of the world. who like to make. fly. collect or just read about smel l  
kites. Chorlie Sotich is a co-founder. 

IFOSK tries to hold contact between members by issuing a simple newsletter 
with drawings. diograms. photos etc. 

IFOSK wil l  participate in expasitions. 

IFOSK stimulates exchange of sma l l  kites and ideos on the theme. 

The languoge of IFOSK is English. but IFOSK wil l  promote translation in and 
from other languoges. 

Join the IFOSK by sending a homemade smel l  kite or 4 international reply 
coupons to 

Harm von Veen 
J. Rontgenstr. 2 
2551 KT The Hogue 
NETHERLANDS 

Every member wi l l  receive 4 newsletters and is expected to send contributions 
for subsequent newsletters. 

Kiting 

and then at year's end blame slow sales on a sluggish 
economy. Successful businesses have a responsibility to 
keep as many events alive as possible. It's a way of giving 
something back to the kitefliers who support you. It's good 
business and it's good sense. 

If you have supported kiting events in the past, I thank you 
and hope you will continue to do so. If you have not been a 
sponsor, I urge you to do so. Ask yourself this question - Do 
you believe that kiting events are a positive force in our 
sport? If your answer is "Yes" then you have an obligation 
to your own business, the industry, and most importantly, 
to the kite flying community who supports you, to support 
events in any way you can. You can do this by becoming a 
sponsor the next time you are asked. Kitefliers will win, 
the industry will win, and so will you. 

Look for a lighter tone in my next report. 

P .s. Congratulations to George & Marion Ham on their 50th 
wedding anniversary coming up in May. See ya! 

Region 12 
SoCal/Pacific 
Walt Thompson, Regional Director 
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Surviving the big fires in Southern California and the 
Northridge earthquake left many people with a sense of 
general anxiety and, in some, hidden fears. Flying kites 
and being involved with kiting activities helps soften the 
blows and provides a healthy diversion. If you know some
one who is suffering post-traumatic syndromes or some
thing close, introduce them to kiting. Take them flying. 
Take them to a kite festival. We'll be better off and you 
will be taking the initiative. 

Moorpark College in Ventura County, located between 
Thousand Oaks and the Simi Valley, will hold its 1st an
nual kite festival on May 21, starting at 10 am. Moorpark 
Community Services wanted to provide relief to all the 
recent tensions and chose a kite festival. The contact is Sue 
Jeffers (805) 378-1408, Moorpark College, 7075 Campus Rd, 
Moorpark, CA. 

The Moorpark Kite Festival will hold contests for the 
most beautiful kite, the largest, the smallest, best aerody
namic design, the most kites on one line and prizes for 
youngest and oldest kitefliers. Prizes are being donated by 
local businesses. Quartz Hill Kite Ranch and the Village 
Kite and Toy Store in Ventura will demonstrate kite bUild
ing and flying with displays of the newest kites. Various 
civic groups will offer a barbecue and gobs of food If you 
can, plan to attend. Nearby Oxnard is holding it's annual 
Strawberry Festival and the Moorpark Melodrama (an 
old time theater) will be in season. This will be great 
family fun. 

If you are heading to Hawaii, keep in mind that the Hawaii 
Kiteflyers Association has a night fly every month. Con
tact Brian Hirose, president, at (808) 947-7097 for details. A 

(Continued on next page.) 
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Region 12 (continued) 

tropical night with new friends and a steady wind provide 
a beautiful venue for flying. Then, enjoying a meal and 
each other's company is an advantage of this paradise . 

Back in California, the Night Fly in Lancaster provides a 
contrast to Hawaii with a desert environment with great 
flying. July 16th, Jon Small (805) 943·6860, owner of the 
Kite Ranch ("where they teach chickens to fly"), will spon
sor the Annual Desert Lights Nite Fly. Bring HIGH 
WIND kites. 

The L.A. SPORTKITE CLASSIC is coming June 11-12. 
Sport kite fliers from around the country will go for points. 
Both the American Kite Circuit and AKA recognize the 
event for competitors in NOVice, Experienced and Masters 
classes. Individual, teams and team events will provide 
sport for all. Contact Randy Joe at the Sunshine Kite Com
pany (310) 372-0308. 

The Manhattan Beach Fourth of July competition is 
still on from what I hear. Roger Chewning of the Eastern 
League and other mighty events is the coordinator and if 
anyone can put this together, Roger is the person. 

The San Diego Kite Club (SDKC) has events planned every 
month for the rest of the year. You can call the club 
hotline at (619) 222-9300 for the local news or call Fred 
Martin, president, SDKC (619) 738-7013 for specifics on hav
ing a good time. 
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AKA Region 12 Kiting - Living Treasure is an honor rec
ognition I want to initiate. The first honoree is Virgil 
Dalton of the SDKC. 

In March, Virgil presented kiting to over 600 students of 
the Ocean Beach Elementary School. The WHOLE school! 
He presented the background of kiting and had 
kitemaking workshops for 3 weeks. This culminated in 
the 46th Ocean Beach Kite Festival. 

Almost every day Virgil is at the kite field testing new 
creations and helping new and experienced flyers. He is a 
great man to talk with. He has a wonderful sense of hu
mor and often has a new joke. Visitors to San Diego from 
around the world have been taught to fly by this gentle 
man. Others seek his counsel about kitemaking and fly
ing. The genuine Virgil Windsocks, which are not for sale 
but donated to raffles, are prized possessions. 

Virgil Dalton at the mature age of 74 is an active member 
of the kiting community. His attendance at formal club 
meetings and informal gatherings is always a welcomed 
event. Although Virgil has been active in kiting for the 
last 15 years, he admits that he is continuously learning. If 
you need kiting help or a good joke, Virgil is the man to 
talk with. He is truly a Living Treasure in our region. 

A special certificate will be presented to Virgil Dalton, 
Living Kiting Treasure - AKA Region 12. 

Smooth Winds. 
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CALL: 
800-682-5556 
51 6-842-31 1 2  

CAUGHT IN 
A TKBE 

OR WRITE : 
CAUGHT IN A TREE 

73 IRELAND PLACE SUITE 1 97 
AMITYVILLE, NY 1 1 701 
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NEWPORT BEACH FT MYERS BEACH 
Kites Etc. Kites In Paradise 

BIRMINGHAM 711 E. B"{ Avenue 1600 Estero Blvd, E·West 
(714) 67 ·0450 (813) 765·0022 

Winds01 Kites 
145 Lorna rook Village OLD SACRAMENTO MADEIRA BEACH 
(20S) 403-0500 Kite City On Air 

." ...... 
1025 Front Street 206 . 128th Avenue E 
(916) 443·3478 Johns Pass Village & Boardwalk 

(813) 398-4472 
ANCHORAGE 

PALMDALE 
Kite Ranch ORLANDO 

Northwind Kites 1233 W. Avenue P, #243 KrazyKites 
jt20��7�i��u'ir' #156 (805) 274·2791 8445 International Dr, #112 

(407) 352·2234 
FAIRBANKS 

REDONDO BEACH 
Sunshine Kite Company SANIBEL 

The Pe�sus Project 101 Fisherman's Wharf T0i;s AhOY 
322 Bias rive (310) 372-0308 20 5 Periwinkle Way 
(907) 457·1532 (813) 772-9685 

ROWLAND HEIGHTS .llon ..... BFK SARASOTA 
19306 E. Windrose Drive WlndfIlght Kite Co. 
(818) 912·1272 516 N. osgr;r. Avenue 

YUMA (813) 365· 2 2 

�J��.��ll��:;:ory SAN DIEGO 
All About Kites KoolKltes 

(602) 343·2434 �q�j�;tlglOay Drive 2283 Wisteria Street 
1813) 751-6427 

1fI" ....... Kite Country ST AUGUSTINE 
566 Horton Plaza Beach Fl�hts Inc. 

EUREKA SPRINGS (619) 233·9495 6225 AlA outh 
KaIeldoKltes (904) 471·9632 

15�11��g��¥tet SAN JOSE ST GEORGE ISLAND SUEerKites 
47 8 Elmhurst Drive Winds Of Atlantis 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK (408) 252·2566 128 E. Pine 
Clearwater Books & Kites HCR Box 115 
2817 Lakewood Village Dr SAN MATEO (904) 927·2255 
(501) 758·5141 �f?zn

L�r�r;d��erprlses STUART 

........ (415) 341·9329 Wln�mmer Kites 
B &  A arket 

SANTA BARBARA 2201 SE Indian Street 
BENICIA Come Fly A Kite (407) 546·7154 

�tlF������et 
1228 State St VENICE (80S) 966·2694 

(707) 747·9403 Kites Plus Flags 
VALLEJO 100 West Venice Avenue 

BODEGA BAY Call of the Wind (813) 488·7756 
Candy & Kites 107 Parkview Terrace 
1415 Coast H�hway (707) 552·4479 ......-(707) 875·37 VENTURA 

CRESCENT CITY Village Kite & Toy Store DOUGLASVILLE 
Kool Breeze Kites 1575 �Innaker Drive R. Kltes tJo'?l ��:�}3�ite 3 (80S) 54·0900 PO Box 2216 

Wind Wizard 
(404) 942·7538 

DIAMOND BAR 398 Crocker Avenue -� �� �������s fr�
i
\�

r
Kite Co. (805) 659·5654 

(909) 861·8736 1IfJIII __ HONOLULU 
H�h Performance Kites 

ENCINITAS 14 Ala Moana Boulevard 
Reach For The Sky BOULDER �ba

8
���nt��OPping Center 

�b�r¥NC�eAY D·l Into The Wind 
1408 Pearl Street 
(303) 449·5356 Kite Fantasy 

FOLSOM 2863 Kalakaua Avenue 
Trade Wind Kites GOLDEN (808) 922·KITE 
608 Sutter Street Wizard of the Wind 
(916) 353·1211 13761 Braun Drive KIHEI, MAUI 

(303) 279·5353 Wings On The Wind 
FREMONT �6���!la

5
c6s6280 S. Kihei Road 

Rene�ade Kites .... , .... 3769 eralta Blvd, Suite K 
(510) 791·5666 LAHAINA, MAUl 

SANDY HOOK Kite Fantasy 
FRESNO Adventures Kites Lahaina Cannery �¥��:��

i
���mance Kites 4 Hemlock Trail 1221 Hono�illani Hwy 

(203) 426·9786 (808) 661·4 66 
(209) 227·4858 .. � GOLETA II'tW, .... Moran Precision Aerobatlc 
POBox 2394 REHOBOTH BEACH BOISE 
(80S) 685 7223 Wheels Sport & Kite Boise Kites 

ComEany 1122 E. Ha�es Street 
HUNTINGTON BEACH (208) 344· 844 1 Vi�nia Avenue The Kite Connection (302) 27·6996 ���

)
���f1��8ast Highway NAMPA 

_ ...... The Kite Studio 
6 O�den Avenue 

MONTEREY (20 467·9555 
Wlndborne Kites DESTIN r168?�n.�'42�ow, #105 Get In The Wind IgglJ �d��tl'68 E 

CHICAGO 
Stanton HObb� Shop 
4734 N. Milwau ee Avenue 
(312) 283·6446 
The Kite Harbor 
435 East illinois Street 
(312) 321·KITE 

LIBERTYVILLE 
J.CKites 
197 Peterson Road 
(708) 816·9990 

MCHENRY 
Creative Spirit Kite Co. 
1706 Lakewood 
(815) 385-6855 

PALATINE 
Chicago Kite Company &�l'1����way 

BbJIJIIIIiA_ 
CEDAR FALLS 

Bob's R/C SU�PIY 
Black Hawk Vi age 
(319) 277·0211 

IOWA CITY 
Flrn�'peSlgnS, Inc. 
tjI9f351.���irgton 

1l8!II ...... 
GARDEN CITY 

Robin's Nest 
211 North Main 
(316) 275·9775 

LENEXA 
Wind Wizards 1�&1��:��� St. Pkwy 

WICHITA 
Air Adventures 
3101 North Rock Road, #105 
(316) 634·1772 
Game Shop of Wichita �1�n'fJM�k Road, #42 

•• Jl ___ 
NEW ORLEANS 

Bi� Easy Kites 
57 Rosemarr Place (504) 482·598 
The Kite Loft/New Orleans 
1 p�dras, #90 
(50 529·3247 
The Kite Shop/Jackson 
��u���t Peter St. 
(504) 524·0028 

�4 
FREEPORT 

Old Port Kite Shop/ 
Northern Skytoyz 
25 Bow Street 
(207) 871-0035 

.. r ... _ 
ANNAFOLIS 

Kites Up & Away 
8 Fleet Street 
(410) 263-4628 

OCEAN CITY 
The Kite Loft 
511 Boardwalk 
(410) 289·7855 

Kiting 

BOSTON 
Kites of Boston 
7 North Market 

�wr�2i\�!rarketPlace 

. .....-
CRYSTAL 

Joe's Custom Sgort Kites 
1246 Northshore rive 
(517) 235-4774 

FRANKENMUTH 
Kite Kraft School Haus Square 
245 South Mam Street 
(517) 652·2961 

GRAND HAVEN 
Mackinaw Kite Company 1!?6f���Wfn Street 

IONIA 
J & T Enterprises �llJ MI�i2'rr Highway 

KALAMAZOO 
String Dancing Kites 
616 Summer Street 
(616) 385·3530 

LANSING 
WlndZlnger Kite Sales 
4616 N. Grand River Ave 
(517) 323·1666 

PLYMOUTH 
Kites & Fun Things 585 Forest Avenue 
(313) 454·3760 

SAUGATUCK 
saul,atuck Drugstore 
201 utler Street 
(616) 857·2300 

TRAVERSE CITY 
Grand BaS Kite Co. 
121 E. Front treet 
(616) 929·0607 

---
ANOKA 

Color The Sky 
221 Yoho Drive 
(612) 427·9359 

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
Minnesota Kiteworks, Inc. 
1224 70th Street W. 
(800) 854·3846 

MINNEAPOLIS 
The Kite Site 
12081 Flintwood Street, NW 
(612) 757·0061 

ROCHESTER 
m8'8xford Lane NW 
(507) 288·0145 

....... 
HIGH RIDGE �m,����h

D
�
j
:h Charon 

(314) 376-6055 

·11 ....... 
BILLINGS 

.Rush Recreation 
1600 Main Street Mail To 3210 St. Johns 
(406) 259·6490 

GREAT FALLS 
Amazing Toys 
319 Central Avenue 
(406) 727·5557 
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LINCOLN 
Prairie Flyer Kites 938 N. 70th Street (402) 434·5318 

OMAHA 
lM'J��ward Street (402) 346-3607 

PAPILLION 
DeerJlark Kites Inc. 106 N. Jefferson (402) 331·9102 

II 
HAMPTON BEACH 

Somethinl. In The Air 353 Ocean oulevard (603) 926-5171 
PETERBOROUGH 

Blue Sky's Kite Connection 207 Concord Street 
�g�hd'1J��I:�a 

ROCHESTER 
The Sports Cage 49 Hancock Street (603) 335·3602 

.......... , 
CAPE MAY 

The Great Atlantic Kite Co. 316 Beach Drive (609) 884·3444 

........ 
NEW YORK 

B� City Kite Company 12 1 Lexm�ton Avenue (212) 472-2 23 
PATCHOGUE 

Ski Attic & Kite Shop 
23 Sunrise Hwy W 1516) 758·0910 

_""" _ 
ATLANTIC BEACH 

Kites Unlimited Atlantic Station Shopping Ctr (919) 247·7011 
KILL DEVIL HILLS 

wr�ht Kite Co. Sea 01� s�uare 1919)48 28 5 
NAGS HEAD 

Kitty Hawk Kites PO Box 1839 1919)441·4124 
RALEIGH 

Kites Unlimited North Hills Mall 1919) 787·4212 

........ 
AKRON 

Eye'z UP Kites & 
Accessories 

" 3578 Bird1and Avenue 1800) 51·KITES , . CINCINNATI 
I6���;�o*Road 1513) 533·0330 

COLUMBUS 
Aerial Pursuits 315 S. Kellner Road (614) 231·1559 

DAYTON 
Creative Banners, Flags & 
Kites 622 S. Main Street 1513) 228-5577 

......... 
BETHANY 

Kinetic Kites 6313 Willow Ridge 1405) 722·KlTE 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Wln�s On Strinls 1141 5 Grand, #11 (405) 670-2221 

TULSA 
New Heights Kites 6939 E. 71st St (918) 492·2282 

111118r� 
BROOKINGS 

Kites N' Stuff 60S Chetco Avenue (503) 469·1937 
NEWPORT 

The Kite Company ��mB86� Highway 

PORTLAND 
Paint The Sky Kites 828 N.W. 23rd (503) 222·5096 

SEASIDE 
Catch The Wind 210 S. Columbia (503) 738·0309 
Kite Factory of Seaside 
�g3������ 
Kites Northwest r8��fm�Mv 

ST HELENS 
Bikes Plus 1358 Columbia Blvd. (503) 397·6463 

THE DALLES 
Break Wind Kites 720 E. 19th Street (503) 296-6206 

...,.� ... . . . . •  D 

BETHLEHEM 
�uv\f:s�"''t�r����:et (610) 867·4999 

ELIZABETHTOWN 
Lefties, Fl{, Right 122 South arket Street 1717) 361·0740 

GETTYSBURG 
The Wind Master 805C Old Harrisburg Road 1717) 334·3789 

MIFFLINVILLE 
Grandmaster Kites 222 West Third Street (717) 759·3167 

WESCOSVILLE 
Kite Studio 5555 Hamilton Blvd (610) 395-3560 

WINDSOR 
D.]. Sport Kites RD2 Box 70 (800) 296·KITE 

..... -:O<v. • ,,�' . ., • 
NEWPORT 

�J���f��[�fr!��ht Co. 
1401) 846·3262 

-
CHARLESTON 

Kites FIy'n Hi The Rainbow Market 40 N. Market Street 1803) 577·3529 
MYRTLE BEACH 

�1.1��e����d Street 1803) 448·7881 

_ ...... 
AUSTIN 

Sky Delight Kites 503 Willow Street 1512) 476·1758 

CASTROVILLE 
Thrllqullity Kites 1306 San Jacinto Street (512) 538·9710 

LUBBOCK 
Ben's Kites 5506 Amherst Place (806) 793-3772 
Buffalo Beano Company 801 universit� Ave (800) 788·BEA 0 

PORT ARANSAS 
Fly It Port A A venue G & 10th (512) 749-4190 

SALT LAKE CITY 
The Air A�parent 396 Trolle!: quare (801) 531·7 34 

111-: • ." .... . » .,�.;.. 

BEDFORD 
�I�

e :l�&�i1ir��� (703) 586·6846 
CHINCOTEAGUE 

The Kite Koop 401 N. Main Street (804) 336·5554 
VIRGINIA BEACH 

!aCklte Inc. 868 W. Landing Rd. (804) 426·5359 

�mXi�&� R�� the Pier 
(804) 428-0753 

.. � ... .  ' . . "-
EVERETT 

Four Winds Kite Shop 1911 Broadway 1206) 339·9334 
FORKS 

OlymJlic Kite Works HW� I I North 120 374·5349 
KENNEWICK 

SkIl's The Limit Windsocks 
& ites 4415 W. Clearwater 1509) 783·5769 

KENT 
r�m

n
fJ��I�!

t
�1 1206) 631·7449 

LONG BEACH 
�o�

n
la�������:� 1206) 642·2202 

Ocean Kites 511 S. Pacific 1206) 642·8988 

�a�m! P:oYs�thirt Gallery 
1206) 642·3959 

OCEAN PARK 
One Of !erry's Kites PO Box 3 8 1206) 665-6464 

OCEAN SHORES 
Cutting Edge Kites 676 Ocean Shores Blvd NW 1206) 289·0667 

PACIFIC BEACH 
Hi-Flyers Kite Shop 55 Mam Street 1206)276·8377 

PARKLAND 
Kite Wiz Creations PO Box 45053 1206) 536·7587 

SEATTLE 
Gasworks Park Kite Shop (z3J� ml�Ygbord Ave N 

25 

Great Winds Kite Shop 402 Occidental Ave. South (206) 624·6886 
TACOMA 

Mainframe Kite Shop 3340 E. 11th Street (206) 627·1653 
YELM 

S£aretlme Hobbies 1 2 Yelm Avenue W, #2 (800) 862·KITE 

........ 
�""� . ,, ' , " ' 

FISH CREEK 
Fish Creek Kite Company 3853 HighWa¢' 42 (414) 86 ·376 

LAKE GENEVA 
Aerial Stunt Kites 858 W. Main Street (414) 249·0631 

til· ...... 
WIEN 

fly hli\h 
�!1eill'fd��galle 16 

........ 
OOSTENDE 

Didakltes Gistelsesteenweg 586 (32) 59 51 29 55 

... ,.... :%;: - ,:< • •  

ALBERTA 
EDMONTON 

The Swallowtall - Kite Art 8107 · 104th Street (403) 448-7226 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
KELOWNA 

Dufferin Game Room Store #820 Orchard Park Sh��ng Centre 22 arve� A venue 1604) 763-4 63 
NANAIMO 

�����6 9X���tt���e Shop 
1604) 390·2077 

PENTICTON 
Dufferln Game Room Store #119 Peachtree Mall 275 Green Avenue West 1604) 490·0699 

SECHELT 
Pastimes 5496 Trail 1604) 885·9309 

SIDNEY 
Pacific Rim Kites 8829 Portland Place 1604) 655·7051 

VANCOUVER 
Kites & pUI'�ets Only 1496 cartwr� t St, Box 3 1604) 685·98 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
FAIRVALE 

Flicks & Flights 147 Old Hamnon Road 1506) 849·44 
ONTARIO 
KERWOOD 

Sky Top Kite Enterprises RR #3 (519) 247·3423 
ST THOMAS 

Boreal Kites/Gothic Design RR#4 1519) 775·2527 

I ........ ��f . "(.' . . \ ,%'" , . . 

LE TOUQUET 
ATEM 110 Rue de Metz 21 05 61 58 

.....-. 
BERLIN 

Vom Wlnde Verweht Eisenacher Stralle 81 (+49) 30 784 7769 

......... 
TOKYO 

A & F Corporation 
m�0���g7�hinjuku.ku 

... lIIIIIIl. • •  '::; ' �. • '" •• h 

PUERTO PENASCO, SON. 
Go Fly A Kite 
IgIU��g�a33545 

......-
ALKMAAR 

deVlIegerlj Konin�sstraat 8 (72)15 ·901 

.....-. 
KATIKATI 

Katlkati Kite Co. 27 Francis Drive 64 07 5491349 

........ 
KRAGER0 

Nor-Kite Ytre Strandv. 1 0398 1385 

__ .-Iii ?" . " '!!:!Ii '=<: ' • "'" f -� :h«:� '".£-
. 

- ': " . 

SINGAPORE 
East South Enterprises 
Pte. Ltd. 20 Marina Mall, #01·02 Marina South 1+65) 226-0928 

---
SUNDBYBERG 

ME Kites r:4"tiv8a§�g5j2 

Any licensed retailer 
who is a regular 
member of 
AKA and will offer a 
discount to AKA 
members may be 
listed here. 

A registration form 
is on page 703 o f  
the membership 
directory. 
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Wow! The Buggy 
Thang really hit the me· 
dia didn't it? I hope ev· 
eryone caught the ESPN· 
2 and MTV·sports seg· 
ments. Valerie Govig 

from KiteLines magazine had an article on traction kiting 
published in the March/94 issue of Omni magazine. The 
Internet bulletin board [rec.kitesJ is alive with ongoing 
discussions and reports from kite events. This spring, CNN 

,...--'Ir"----..., .. !I'I"'----� presented kite pictures from festi· 

by Corey Jensen 

Corey Jensen, Head 
Buckaroo of Windborne 

Kites in Monterey, is a 
former President of AKA 
who submits an opinion 

column each issue 

vals in Thailand and India. The 
funny part was that the kites 
shown were invariably western 
designs and not the local culture 
kites. It is probably only notice· 
able to kiters who recognize Peter 
Lynn's giant inflatables in Thai· 
land or the giant ripstop rokkaku 
and a long train of plastic dia· 
monds being flown at a festival 
in India. 

Since Bob & Hazel Ingraham 
started this whole AKA thing back 
in the 60's, and since we started 
holding annual conventions in 
1978, the AKA has provided the 
format and inspiration for present· 
ing kites as more than childhood 
toys. Through the efforts of AKA 
members and kitefliers world· 
wide, modern kiting has made 

itself known to the larger culture. Not only is this occur· 
ring while we watch, WE are the perpetrators of the plot! 
And what a great job we're dOing! 

It wasn't always this way. Will Yolen told the story about 
flying kites in the middle of the Great Meadow in Central 
Park. He would bring a life·size cardboard cut·out of a 
small child with him because he felt it would look less 
odd if he appeared to be a kindly grandfather flying kites 
with his grandson. 

Last week a particularly fetching young lady stopped by 
our shop to pick up kite stuff. In the course of conversation 
she told me she had visited us regularly over the past 10 
years while on vacation with her family to our area. We 
had helped them get started in kiting. They had enjoyed 
the experience and kites had become a family tradition. 

Kite Song 
By day the wind stalks the kite like 
the lion stalks the lamb. 
Scrambling over clouds, 

I feel the lines alive in my hands. 
My strings are singing. 
The hard, bright light from shining sun 

too soon my kite scampers 
upward and into 
long, blue meadows. 
Wheeling in the sky, it stalls in silence, 
then pivots and dives down in a roar. 

fades down to a yellow lit dusk. 
My heart astride the gentle evening 

wind, 
I ride the darkness down. 

- Bert Tanaka 

Kiting 

She just wanted us to know that we had provided them 
with much more than just the products they had purchased 

The same is true at kite festivals and local flying fields. We 
usually have no idea how "what we do and how it looks" 
appeals to people. Some come up and ask questions. Some 
acquire their own kites and join us on the field or beach. 
Some of those people are us. But how many find something 
for themselves in kiting and are not interested or are un· 
aware of organized kiting? How many people do we affect 
in ways that have nothing to do with our kite community? 
The zen of kiting embraces the contrast between the act 
and the reaction. Kiting is so much more than the tools we 
play with. 

Whether we care, or even think about it, our actions as 
public kitefliers are what has brought the awareness of 
kiting to so many. The joy of kiting must be pretty obvious 
to the civilians who stop to watch (or are non·kiters called 
lay people?). Kite activities are growing because so many 
folks put so much of themselves into it I don't think kiting 
grows because there are kite stores. The stores spring up 
because demand has been created by people already play· 
ing the game. Many people who sell kites are just getting 
their "piece of the pie." It is the bakers of the pie who do 
the real work. 

Every time we fly our kites, we touch the sky, and our 
experience touches others. And the whole thing keeps 
going around. The true zen of kiting is like gravity. It 
doesn't depend on us to understand it or even believe it It 
works. Enjoy! 

LEARN TD FIl 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

I ntroducing : 

FLIGHT SCHOOL 
by Master Class � & Instructor 

Dodd Gross 
(1993 Eastern League Champion) 

23 Min Action Packed 
Instructional Video I ncludes: 

Flying tips & techniques for 
Beginner - Advanced 

Introduction to: 
• Ro"er Kiting • Buggying 

• I ndoor Flying (set to music) 

• 

ORDER NOW 1 -800-296-KITE 
K�e Stores - This is a Great Sales & 

Training Tool. Dealer inquires welcome. 
New Phone/Fax: (717) 246-1214 

FREE Order Une: 1 ·800·296·KITE 
New Address: RD #2 • Box 70 ' Windsor, PA 1 7366 

Visa/MasterCard 

.< 

\ 
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Above The Rock Midwest Wind Wrestlers Gateway Kite Club 
238 AZA Yamada Onna Son Kite Club 249 Gladys 
Okinawa, 904·04 1912 Castle Street Ferguson, MO 63135 

Anchorage Alas·Klters Waterloo, IA 50701 Carolinas Association of 
PO Box 143224 Chicago land Sky Liners Kite Enthusiasts 
Anchorage, AK 99514·3224 2 South 730 Timber Drive 2062 Greenway Avenue 

Route 66 Kite Club Warrenville, IL 60555 Charlotte, NC 28204·3316 

6 East juniper Hoosier Kltefliers Society, Inc. Midwest Winds 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 PO Box 6881 Kitefliers Club 

British Columbia Kokomo, IN 46904·6881 PO Box 3770 

Kitefliers Association Kansas City Kite Club Omaha, NE 68103·0770 

Box 755, 810 W. Broadway 12944 W. 87th Street Liberty Flyers 
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4C9 Lenexa, KS 66215 6 Sunset Terrace 

ABCD Kite Flying Club Prairie Winds Kite Club Chatham, Nj 07928 

c/o George Maurer PO Box lSI Monmouth Ocean 
700 Cecelia Drive McPherson, KS 67460 County Kitefliers 
Glen Ellen, CA 95442 Wichita Windjammers PO Box 685 

Lavender Winds Kite Club Waretown, Nj 08758·0685 

PO Box 5118 #464 3101 N. Rock Road Club Cuervo Azul 
Fremont, CA 94537 Wichita, KS 67226 Box 1258 

Northern California Kite Club Kentucky K yters Bayard, NM 88023 

2138 Cypress Avenue 949 Gregory Way Buffalo Flight Delegation 
San Pablo, CA 94806 LeXington, KY 40514 266 Elmwood Avenue, #301 

Redwood Coast Wind Pilots Crescent City Kltefliers Buffalo, NY 14222 

2306 F Street 2908 Tugie Street Great Lakes Kitefliers Society 
Eureka, CA 95501 Metairie, LA 70003 PO Box 331 

San Diego Kite Club Sea Coast Kite Flyers Buffalo, NY 14205-0331 

PO Box 7977 285 Euclid Avenue Black Swamp Air Force 
San Diego, CA 92167 Lynn, MA 01904·1964 1951 Potomac Drive 

PhIl Delta Phli Sky Sailers Kite Club Toledo, OH 43607 

3555 jubilant Place PO Box 6335 Captain Eddies Flying Circus 
Colorado Springs, CO 80917 N. Plymouth, MA 02362 3296 Thornway Drive 

Connectikiters Kapltol Air Korps Columbus, OH 43231 

307 Pierremount Avenue PO Box 7254 Central Ohio Kitefliers Assn 
New Britain, CT 06053 Silver Spring, MD 20907 2283 Bristol Road 

Wind Watchers of Maryland Kite Society Columbus, OH 43221 

Southwest Florida 10113 Lloyd Road Ohio Society for the 
2160 Leisure Lane Potomac, MD 20854 Elevation of Kites 
Ft Myers, FL 33907 5120 Kite Group 428 East 274th Street 

Bald Mountain Kite Club p.o. Box 47257 Euclid, OH 44132 

6625 Cedar Mountain Rd Oak Park, MI 48237 Above and Beyond 
Blairsville, GA 30512 Kazoo Stringfellows PO Box 262 

KAOS/Kite Assn of Savannah PO Box 2241 Weatherford, OK 73096 

2115 Causton Bluff Road Kalamazoo, M1 49003·2241 Associated Oregon Kitefllers 
Savannah, GA 31404 Traverse Bay Liners Kite Club p.o. Box 25616 

Hawaii Kitefllers Association 354 W. McKinley Road Portland, OR 97225 

POBox 11722 Traverse City, MI 49684 S. F. Cody Kite Society 
Honolulu, HI 96828 1082 Bethesda Street Minnesota Kite Society 

Hawaii Sportkite Association PO Box 580016 Eugene, OR 97402 

3071 Pualei Circle, #202 Minneapolis, MN 55458·0016 Keystone Kiters 
Honolulu, HI 96815 460 Allenview Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

1"� I�� MEMBERSHIP APPUCATION 
� 
I
' 0 NEW "EMBERSHIP D I wish to register as a Member Merchant 

D RENEWAL D Do not publish my name in the AKA Directory 

1/92 D REINSTATEMENT 

"AMF 

AIlORFSS 

crry 

PHONE(HI ( ) 
NAMES OF OTHER 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
CHARGE TO MY 
VISA I MASTER CARD • 

SIGNATURE 

My primary interest is: o Single-Line K�es 

Referred by 

o Do not distribute my name outside AKA 

"""""F 

STATE ZIP 

PHONE (WI ( ) 

EXPIRES 

o Muhi-Line Kites o All Kinds of Kites 

My local club: 
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Lehigh Valley Kite Society 
16 Third Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Kites Over New England 
PO Box 20191 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Newport Kite Group 
196 Homestead Lane 
Portsmouth, Rl 02871·4012 

Windhlown Friends Kite Club 
728 Central Avenue 
Pawtucket, RI 02861 

Scenic City Kite Club 
2915 Ozark Road 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 

Gems In The Wind Kite Club 
PO Box 234 
Fulton, TX 78358 

High Plains Kite Association 
PO Box 9635 
Amarillo, TX 79105 

Jewels Of The Sky 
Klters Association 

2320 Yeager Street 
Ft Worth, TX 76112 

Lubbockltes Kite Club 
4408 26th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

Red River Kite Fliers Assn 
p.o. Box 2010 
Wichita Falls, TX 76307 

Texas SkyRiders Kite Club 
2015 Crestdale 
Houston, TX 77080 

The Alamo Kiteflyers Outfit 
306 North Guilford 
San Antonio, TX 78217 

Wind Weavers 
1118 Barrow 
Abilene, TX 79605 

Membership Dues 1 m  
SPONSOR KITING 1Iia IstC/ass Mail 1 00. 

(INCLUDES TAX-OEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION) 

INDIVIDUAL KITING via 31t1 Oass Mal 20. 

• ADDITIONAL FAMILY perporscn 4. 
IRELA TNES LIVING IN SAME HOUSEHOLD) 

• US 1st CLASS MAIL ADD 8. 

For Chapter Club Info, 
write 
Chris Moore 
Club Liaison Chair 
33525 W. 743rd Street 
Gardner, KS 66030 
(973) 884-5777 

Alphabetized by state. 

Wind watchers Kite 
Club of Utah 

---
--

1457 E. Winterwood Circle 
Sandy, UT 84092 

Richmond Air Force 
3646 Grovewood Road 
Richmond, V A 23234 

Ben·Franklin Kite Society 
2101 N Steptoe SI, Trlr 7·D 
Kennewick, W A 99336-
1061 

Pierce County 
Kitefliers Association 

3340 E. lith Street 
Tacoma, W A 98421 

SCI · FI 
PO Box 7882 
Everett, W A 98201 

Washington Kitefliers 
Association 

Pacific Science Center 
200 2nd Avenue N 
Seattle, W A 98109 

Westport Windriders 
PO Box 233 
South Bend, WA 98586 

Kite Society of Wisconsin 
2266 North Prospect, #501 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

2 YR 3 m  AMOUNT 
200. 300. ---

39. 56. ---

8. 1 2. ---

1 5. 22. ---

Intemational Members elease add eostaf1.e as follows: 

• CANADA or MEXICO 8. 1 5. 22. ---

• OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL 10 .  1 9. 28. ---

• OVERSEAS AIR MAIL 25. 48. 70. ---

TOTAL REMITIANCE ---

PLEASE REMIT IN U.S. DOLLARS. 
SORRY, WE CANNOT TAKE CANADIAN CHEQUES. 

Send this form with your payment to 

AMERICAN KITEFUERS ASSOCIATION 
1559 Rockville Pike ' Rockville, MD 20852-1651 ' USA 

(800) AKA-2550 • (408) 647-8483 
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SHOW THE COLORS 
with Offi c i a l  AKA Merchand i se 

AKA LOGO CLOTHING 
Red, black, or royal blue shirt with large red/ 
white logo on back & small white logo & letter
ing on front. Adult sizes M, L, XL, XXL. 

Short-Sleeved T-Shirt 
100% cotton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.00 

Long-Sleeved T-Shirt 
Heavy-duty 100% co tton . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . .  16.00 

Crew-Neck Sweatshirt 
50/50 cot!poly . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . ... . .  18.00 

* Long-Sleeved T-Shirt, White/red logo 
Beefy-T, 100% cotton, no XXL . . . . . . ... ... . .  5.00 

* Fanny Pack 
red w/white logo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .  . .7.50 

AKA LOGOS 
2-color Window Decal .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00 
Patch (New Design) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.00 
Cloisonne Pin, silver metal . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .4.00 
Cloisonne Pin, gold metal . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  .4.00 
Nylon Banner, 3 '  x 14 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125.00 

with telescoping pole .. . . . . . . . . . .  150.00 

AKA PUBLICATIONS 
(Publication prices include U.S. Postage) 

Sport Kite Rules, 3rd Edition . .. . . . . . . . 5.00 
Kites in the Classroom ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
How to Fly a Kite .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00 
Manual on Kiting Events ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.00 
Club Organ izer's Handbook ..... . . . . . . 5.00 
Comprehensive Rules .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
Fighter /Rokkaku Rules ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
Prof. Kite leaflet, 100 pk .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.00 

* means PRICES GREA TL Y REDUCED! 

NOW AVAILABLE! 

1993 SEAS I DE VI DEO 
NTSC(U.S.) o r  PAL Format 

$23.00 

OTHER CONVENTION GOODIES 
1993 Seaside Patch .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .4.00 
1993 Seaside MT A Gallery Pin ... . . . . .4.00 
1993 Seas ide Polo Shirt, XL only . . .  18.00 

* 1992 Lubbock Pin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .3.00 
* 1992 Lubbock Patch .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00 
* 1992 Lubbock Visor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
* 1992 Lubbock Polo Shirt 

L, XL, XXL . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
* 1992 Lubbock Hooded Sweatshirt 

L, XL ONL Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  15.00 

SHIPPING &: HANDLING CHARGES 
Patches/Pins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00 
T -Shirts or Videos .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.50 
Combinations .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
Overseas Shipment .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  at cost 

THE AKA STORE 
c/o Kite Studio 

5555 Hamilton Boulevard 
Wescosvi l le, PA 18106 

Phone or Fax 
(610) 395-3560 

Visa • MasterCard 

4/94 ........................................................ .. 

1559 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

.,"--- - - -_ ... - ---- .. _-- ----- .- - �-- .. - -- ---- _ . -

Bulk Rate 
U. S. Postage Paid 

Non-Prof i t  Organization 
San Francisco, CA 
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