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The Buggy Boogie Thong
by
Corey Jensen

vanpah Dry Lake sits in the midst of the Mojave Desert,
I straddling
the California/Nevada state line, 45 minutes
south of Las Vegas on Interstate·15. The 35 sq. mile hard·
packed dry lake bed, a Protected Species Habitat for the
desert tortoise, is restricted by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) to wind· powered craft only.

I was sitting a couple of miles out in the middle on Monday
afternoon, having Buggy'd out with Dean Jordan to try to
find a perspective on the Buggy Boogie Thang. We sat on
our Buggys and watched 40·50 other Buggy'ers, kites spread
in a colorful array across the lake bed, having the time of
their Buggy lives.
On the first day, the Buggy Boogie Thang had attracted over
250 people and more than 100 kite buggys to this pristine
setting and we were making history.

On MondaY,January 17, more people were pulled by kites in
one day than ever before! The total number of people EVER
pulled by kites probably doubled (at least) that day!
The location on the Nevada state line was the coincidence
that provided on·site accommodations in the form of two
hotel! casinos at the north end of the lake bed. The BLM
had placed orange cones down the lake to mark the 5.J12
mile access road to our 600 ft. x 2000 ft. parking area.
The flat and featureless lake bed was so deceptively large,
early arrivals on Sunday had confined their buggying
within the parking area.
We had spent the morning setting up camp, preparing our
kites ami buggys, and waiting for the wind. Everyone was
anxious to go. Some more than others. The early "sucker

Continued on page 5.
A lone buggy
rider in the
Mojave Desert.
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Kiting

It may be cold outside for

most of you, but it's not too
iii
early to start thinking about
all the great festivals and
'I
flys coming up in 1994. And
it's also a good time for me
to say something very impor·
tant about the people who make all of those events possible.
Recent AKA surveys indicate that the great majority of our
members are not "competition oriented." But interestingly,
most of our new events are contests. Competition winners
are the ones drawing the lion's share of media and industry
attention. And from AKA's point of view, competitors are
clearly more vocal than fun fliers. For that reason, I'd like to
talk a little about those competitive events and fliers, and
some of the changes that may be on the horizon.
Organizers Deserve Our Support. The people who take
on the thankless task of running our events do so because
they love kites and kite people. They deserve our gratitude,
and more importantly, our help. Too often, we overlook the
effort and financial risk that goes into making a festival
possible. Contrary to popular opinion, no one is getting rich.

I'm involved with an event up here in the Northwest. We
hire a chief judge, provide accommodations for key volun
teers, rent a sound system and tent, pay for permits, and
print tee-shirts and other souvenirs. All together the cost
comes to about $12,000 which is average for a good-size
competition.
We try to keep basic fees for participants lOW, which
means the $30 they pay covers about a quarter of the costs.
The rest comes from commercial sponsors, product sales,
and donations.
David & Susan Gomberg
with Tomas Sasaki at
the Japan Challenge.

We work for a good turnout, beg for money from sponsors,
and pray that bad weather doesn't trash our product sales.
If everything runs perfectly - we break even. If it doesn't -

Susie spends the rest of the year reminding me that we
spent a couple of thousand dollars so our friends could fly
kites one weekend.
My point is, that from a business perspective, organizing
events is a poor investment. Across the country, people
continue to do it because they love what they are doing.
But at the same time, good, important, and seemingly suc
cessful events continue to slip away because they lose
money, because organizers burn out, or because the effort
doesn't seem worth it anymore.
You Can Help By Volunteering. At a recent sport kite
forum, I asked for a show of hands by those who had come
primarily to compete. Virtually every hand in the room
went up. Then I asked for the hands of those who were
there as judges, officials, and staff. There were only a few.

Competitive events need one staff person for virtually ev
ery contestant. Many competitors offer to help but it's a
maddening scramble to avoid scheduling conflicts and de
lays. An alternative is to look for volunteers who are avail
able without flying conflicts. But few people are willing to
pay for travel, buy motel rooms, and pay expenses for the
privilege of holding a flag or clipboard for hours on end.
Organizers often try to reimburse costs for some volun
teers. And that drives up expenses even more.
Unfortunately, there are a few fliers who think that they
have a "right" to compete - even if exercising that right
requires their friends to expend both time and money.
Some events are now considering requiring each contes
tant to work the event for several hours in addition to pay
ing participation fees. That's a point I hope we don't come
to. Work assignments will surely disrupt the practice and
concentration of fliers. The best answer is for people to
come forward, voluntarily, to solve these staffing problems.
The Other Problem is Money. There isn't an event

organizer in the country that doesn't wonder where next
year's budget is coming from. Most have turned to the kite
industry and sold "promotional opportunities" to manufac
turers and retailers. In fact, there isn't a week that goes by
that my own small company doesn't get a letter asking for
a contribution.
Most firms try to help when they can. But the fact is that
sponsors get little direct return. They may be supporting
the sport, generally, but a name on a tee-shirt seldom trans
lates into increased sales.
In the short run, organizers need to get more creative about
ways to make investing more "profitable." And all of us
need to do a better job of thanking sponsors. Make a call,
send a note, or better yet, buy something!
The long-term answer is for events to get better at bringing
in money from outside the kite industry. To do that, we
may need to make changes in how we present events in
order to better attract and hold the attention of the public
and media. Some of those changes may not please regular
competitors.

Continued on next page.
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President's Column (continued)

THANKS MR. LEFFLER!

Finally, We Need to do Better at Rewarding Con

Variable Winds Aloft
Letters to the AKA

In my opinion, there have

testants Too. Many are finding

that the time and money
spent to compete doesn't justify the result. That's why
many fliers and teams are dropping out.

The bottom line is that for competitive events to succeed,
we need more rewards and recognition for everyone in·
volved. That may require a bit of compromising. But after
all, we're all in this together. It's in everyone's interest to
make the system work.
That being said, enjoy the winter while it lasts. Warmer
and drier winds will be upon us soon enough and we'll be
back on the flying fields. And if you can think of ways that
AKA can help, please don't hesitate to call me.
•

been only a handful of
people that have genuinely
guided our industry towards
what it is today. Though there are and always will be
growing pains, if it weren't for people such as Bob
Ingraham, Mel & Val Govig, Bob Price, Francis Rogallo,
Dom Jalbert, Paul Garber, Peter Powell, Bill Ochse, Steve
Edeiken, Don Tabor, David Gomberg, Steve Lamb, Daniel
Prentice, and an additional select few, I don't believe our
industry would be as fun, exciting, and lucrative as it is now.

The purpose of this note is to make the point that I believe
Brooks Leffler is every bit as deserving to be on my little
list of kite heroes as anyone in the kite hero crowd. I'd
like not only to thank him for being all things to all
kitefliers all the time, but I'd also like to thank him for the
personal thoughts and words of wisdom I have reaped
over the past few years.
Any organization fortunate enough to have Brooks on
their Side should consider themselves very lucky. I know
we have!

BRIDLE PA TH CONTINUED

Keeping our chins towards the sky,

I guess that I should thank Mr. Loy for informing me and

We look forward to your
comments and letters to
the AKA and Kiting.
You should assume that
correspondence will be
published, unless noted
otherwise by you.
Send to Kiting
PO Box 250657
San Francisco,
California 94 125-0657
FAX: (415) 586-5181

BillyJones
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

thousands of my satisfied customers, along with innumer·
able kitemakers from all over the world who have built
rokkakus to my plans, that none of these kites can fly. (Ed

•

Note: See March 1993 issue, May 1993 and January 1994.]

Seriously though, he has made an error by assuming that a
bridling technique just for rokkakus is applicable to all
kites. I never said or even implied that this method works
on other kites. This technique is only for rokkakus built to
SPECIFIC proportions with bridle lengths SPECIFICALL Y
geared to those proportions. It doesn't matter what his
calculations state when practical experience shows that
this method works. Even though Mr. Loy was shown one
of my kites, and measurements taken from it showed that
what I wrote worked, he persisted in writing a letter ques·
tioning my article.
The average kite builder doesn't care about scientific
charts, data, or theorem. All he/she cares about is getting
his kite to fly in a predictable manner. Overloading him
with numbers is a sure way to make him lose interest. Ev·
ery kite builder has his tricks and techniques that allow
him to QurCKLY solve certain problems. This was one of
mine.
Instead of complaining about those of us who take the time
to share our experience, maybe he should write a series of
articles explaining the technical aspects of kites for those
people who would like a more thorough, scientific under·
standing of why kites work.
Kevin Shannon
Carlisle, PA

DO YOU HAVE USED KITES TO SELL?
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A USED KITE TO BUY?
I HAVE A WAY FOR YOU TO TURN THAT
NOT-SO-FAVORITE KITE INTO MONEY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION Fill OUT AND RETURN
NAME,

__ __ __ ____ ____________________
________

ADDRESS,

___________________
__
________________

CITY 1STATE

__ ____________________
__
______
_

ZIP

__
__
____ ________
__________________
___

PHONE_(__),______ ________________________
RETURN TO:
GONE WITH THE WIND KITES

•

[Ed Note:John Loy contributed BehaVior of Boxkites in
theJanuary 1988 issue of Kiting.]

USED KITES

1081 ALAMEDA BOX 24

BELMONT, CALIF. 94002

415-594-1055 FAX 415-591-0544
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AKA Officers, Staff IT

Executive Committee

For questions about your
membership, phone or fax
Executive Director
Brooks Leffler at
(408) 647-8483
or write to AKA
Headquarters.

Second Vice President

Founder
Robert Ingraham

Pete Dolphin

315 N. Bayard Street
Silver City, NM 88061
(505) 538·9083

200 West Maple Ave.
Merchantville, NJ 08109
(609) 488·1348
Secretary

President

Executive Director

David Gomberg

Brooks Leffler

PO Box 34
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(408) 647-8483
Editor Kiting
Patrice McFadden

PO Box 250657
San Francisco, CA 94125
(415) 586-5181

7200 Highland Road
Otis, OR 97368
(503) 996-3083
First Vice President

George Maurer

700 Cecelia Drive
Glen Ellen, CA 95442
(707) 935-1212
Treasurer

Richard Dermer

Mel Hickman

121 S. McFarland
Stillwater, OK 74074
(405) 372-6127

Hamlet Route, Box 851
Seaside, OR 97138
(503) 738-5859

Directors at Large
Vern Balodis

1272 Northridge Road
Columbus, OH 43224
(614) 267-2881
Susie Edison

116 N. Water Street
Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 531-1084
Genny Forsberg

50201 NW Strohmayer Rd.
Forest Grove, OR 97116
(503) 357-7557
Billy Jones

PO Box 23696
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33307
(305) 772-3698

9. Intermountain

�z, ID,

Regional Directors
1. New England (CT, NH, MA,
ME, RI, VT upstate Ny}

(1995)
26 Green Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
(617) 522-8546
Marty Sasaki

Kiting is published in
odd-numbered months
by the American
Kitefliers Association
7559 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
It is distributed
free to members.

2. Northeast

Submissions from
members are welcome;
advertising rates are
available on request.
Deadline for all material
is the first day of the
even- numbered month
prior to publication.
Send to:
Editor
Patrice McFadden
PO Box 250657
San Francisco, CA
94725-0657
(475) 586-5787 phone
and fax
For overnight deliveries,
send to
84 Malta Drive
San Francisco, CA 94737
Sign the "release
without signature" line.

(Hi, PA downstate NY)

Kevin Shannon (1995)

809 Factory Street
Carlisle, PA 17013
(717) 243-7913

3. Mid-Atlantic
(1995)
10113 Lloyd Road
Potomac, MD 20854
(301)424-6976

4. Southeast (AL, FL, GA, KY, M5,

r

PR, NC, sc, TN)

(1995)
821 Ashley ane
Stone Mountain GA
30087 (404) 469:1643

Steve Cse lo

5. Great Lakes (MI, OH)
Robyne Gardner (1996)

2672 Sand Road
Port Clinton, OH 43452
(419) 734-5880

�)

6. Midwest (lA, IL, IN, M
Bob Neiman (199

�

{j

10. Northwest (AK, WA)
Don Mock (1996)

125 SW Campus Drive
#15-204
Federal Way, WA 98023
(206) 661-5641
(Monterey County & North)

Tom McAlister (1994)

5901 San Jose Ave.
Richmond CA 94804
(510) 525-2 755

12. SoCal/Pacific

(Dc, DE, MD, VA, WV)

6 S. Brockwa
Palatin IL 6 067
(708) 35 -2556

(1996)
84 N. Deer Valley Road
Otis OR 97368
(503j 994-4111

11. Northern California

Jon Burkhardt

Any contents not
specifically copyrighted
may be used without
permission, but must be
credited to AKA.

NM, NV, OR, UT)

avid L. Colbert

WI)

7. Great Plains (cO, K5, MO,
MT, ND, NE, SD, WY)

Chris Moore (1996)

33525 W. 143rd Street
Gardne KS 66030
(913) 88 -5177

k

8. South Central
(AR, LA, OK, TX)

Richard Dermer (1996)

121 S. McFarland
Stillwater, OK 74074
(405) 372-6127

(Cal s. of Monterey Co., HI)

(1996)
13517 Tobiasson Road
Pow CA 92064
(619) 8-1443
Walt Thompson

'9'4

13. International

(1994)
20a Backfield Lane
Stokes Crof Bristol
En and BS 80W
02 2 232 084 hone
0272 445 090 ax
Martin Lester

1
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Int'!. Liaison Canada

AKA Committees
Annual Meeting
Archives & Records Documentation
By-laws
Club Liaison
Education
Electronic Opportunities

Int'l. Liaison Asia
Tomas Sasaki

� �

j

Marty Sasaki
(617) 524-2111

r

�

Festivals & Competitions

Genn Forsber
(503 357-755

Flight Events & Games

Walt Thompson
(619) 748-1443

International

Scott Skinner
(719) 481-4260

Kite Art

Don Mock
(206) 661-5641

Kite Industry Liaison

Michael Graves &
Ilene Atkins

99 Sidney St. #614
Belleville ON K8P 4XI
(613) 967- b668 Phone
(613) 967-0672 fax

Suzanne Edison
(203) 531-1084
Robert Price
(301) 421-9620
Steve Rubin
(408) 373-7422
Chris Moore
(913) 884-5483
Kay BueSin
(206) 665-574

� �

(Manufacturer Bil Jones
(3 1) 2 9-7855
(Retailers) Bob Neiman
(708) 359-2556

Kitemaking Competitions
Membership Development

Jon Burkhardt
(301) 424-6976
Richard Dermer
(405) 372-6127

Higashi Tamachi 5-22-102
Kawa oe-sh SaitamaKen 3 OJA AN
(0492) 462657 phone
(0492) 447595 fax

Nominating

Pete Dolphin
(609) 488-1348

Power Kiting

Dean Jordan
(904) 372-2021

Int'l. Liaison S. PacifiC

Publications

Geor e Maurer
(70 ) 935-1212

Safety & Ethics

Kevin Shannon
(717) 243-7913

Peter Lynn

107 Alford Forest Rd.
Ashburton,
New Zealand
(64) 3-308-4538 phone
(64) 3-308-1905 fax

Sport Kite

�

Vern Balodis
614 267-2881
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Buggy Boogie (continued from page 7)

wheeler. There were even a couple of home-built Buggys
that used some bicycle front-end parts.

winds" drew the unwary out from camp. The efficient
U.L.Peels were sucked the furthest out into the lake, be·
fore the wind died, stranding them 112 mile or more out.

The Peter Lynn Tandem Buggy was constantly in use as
was the TripleBuggy Steve Shapson had assembled. Many
who had thought they could never Buggy received rides
around the lake bed.

What a sight to watch Peter Lynn, himself, his production
manager Phillip McConnachie, and PL European manager
Dominque Scholtes, walking back to camp, tired of wait
ing, dragging their Buggys a:nd their gear.
When the steady wind came at 1:30, the sky was sud
denly alive with bright-colored parafoils as everyone
launched and took off. It looked confusing, but there was
plenty of room for everyone, with the beginners staying
pretty close to camp until they acquired confidence and
dared venture out across the narrower 2-mile wide south
ern end.
Heading a bit more into the wind and diagonally across
the lake bed to the far-away I-IS was the next goal. It
didn't look so big when you decided to try and cross it.
After you got a mile or so out, you looked back over your
shoulder towards camp, saw how little you had come and
realized how much further there was to go. That crossing
was nearly 4 miles. After two days of cruising across
Ivanpah, my Buggy odometer counted 47.8 miles with a
top speed of 29 mph.
The crowd included most every type of Buggy known to
exist. The Peter Lynn Buggy was everywhere as it was
the original start of this sport. The Land Lizard from
Highly Strung Kites in Melbourne, Australia made a
strong showing at the KTA show and on the dry lake.
The new Peter Lynn-designed Cobra Buggys from Flexil
Cobra were on hand to try. As were the new PL clones
from Steve Shapson with his Force-fO Buggy and Fran
Gramkowski and the Kite Traction Machine.
Brett Onstott from Texas brought 5 or 6 bright green BO's
Buggys. Mick Parsons from

Wales and 13 year-old Jonathan
Harris from England were
riding custom G-Force Buggys.
Paul Jobin from England rode a
hybrid G-Force front end on a
Land Lizard rear axle. (Would
that be a G-Lizard or a LandForce?)

Tomas Jeckel from Germany
brought the big-wheeled
Pha'eton Trike, and Julian
Wolf-Patrick from France
brought his fiberglass Zeph-f
Kite Chariot. Bob Childs from
Colorado skated all over the
lake on off-road soft-tire 2wheel (each) in-line skates he
had built. Nap Velthuizen
from Holland brought his origi
nal design 4-wheel Buggy, but
he was faster on his custom 3-

Peter Lynn introduced a new wider axle and longer frame
model for distance cruising and higher speed stability. It
also had new, wide 2-piece alloy wheels that hold an 8 in.
wide tire. Peter says it works much better on soft sand
than anything else he has tried. Highly Strung Kites' Paul
Treleaven also brought the "Long Prong" front-end replace
ment for the Land Lizard that offers the same advantages
for cruising.
The kites were just as varied. Peter Lynn and crew flew a
variety of sizes of U.L.Peels and had plenty of power to pull
camera people all over the lake bed on their Tandem
Buggys. During the soft air between sunset and dark, they
put on a show with the 30' + U.L. wings, gliding them si
lently just inches off the lake bed and skimming the cars
and the crowd of people who had gathered to watch, mes
merized by the sight.
Quadrijoils and Force-fOfoils were the most common com
mercial power kites, with some home-made versions as
well. Nap had his own 2-line foil and also did quite well
with the stack of Speed Wings. The guys from KiteSki
brought their 16' Banshee-style wing and surprised many
on the lake with the roar when they came cruising by.

Arlen Lowrance brought his C.A.T.s. timing system and set
up for some speed runs. He chose a spot a bit close to camp
so really fast runs were difficult what with all the begin
ners in the area. Still, Bob Childs hit 26+ mph for the fastContinued on next page.

The buggy people take
a break to pose for the
camera.
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Recent Boord Actions
by Brooks Leffler, Executive Director

At their first meeting of the

AKA Recognizes Local
Volunteers

new year on January 19, the
AKA board took the follow
ing actions:

- approved Tulsa, Oklahoma,
as the site for the 1995 con
vention.
authorized publication of a directory of convention
attendees' names and states in 1994.
revised the 1994 budget to accommodate increased cost
projections for insurance, newsletter, and clerical ser
vices, and increased income projections for the conven
tion and auction.

AKA was not looking for expert kitemakers or competi
tion "stars". Instead, we wanted to identify the folks who
organize workshops, label all of those club newsletters,
work the registration tables and bake the cookies.

requested a full review of the liability insurance pro
gram for the next board meeting.
referred to committee a review of Member Merchant
discount policy.

Sixteen nominations were received from seven clubs. Each
received a certificate and limited edition cloisonne pin.
We also plan to feature these outstanding volunteers in a
future issue of Kiting.

received reports from Sport Kite, Kitemaking Competi
tions, and Festivals/Competitions Committees regard
ing ongoing work on revised rules and gUidelines, and
agreed that the three committees would seek each oth
ers input to proposed revisions.

"The AKA feels strongly that it's important to thank the
people who are responsible for our success," said President
Gomberg. "This is one small way of helping reward active
kiters on a local level."

referred to committee consideration of a proposal from
Dale Vanderhoof for experience classifications in
kitemaking competitions.

1993 Volunteers

received notice from Brooks Leffler that he will resign
as Executive Director effective December 31, 1994, and
began the process to appoint a search committee for a
successor.
approved sanctioning for events in Florida, Pennsylva
nia, South Carolina, Texas, and Washington State.
•

Boogie

Last year, AKA President David Gomberg contacted each
affiliated kite club in an effort to identify oustanding vol
unteers. 'We all know that our festivals, workshops, club
activities, and the success of kiting in general depends on
the support of local volunteers,' he said. "The reason for
this letter is to ask your help in more properly thanking
people who put in hundreds of hours at largely thankless
jobs."

(Continued from page 5)

est-overall C.A.T.s. run and Peter did 22+ mph on a Buggy.
Peter also took out one of the timing posts during a back
wards run, so you can see there was lots of action.
Evenings were spent at the hotel!casino, dining on prime
rib ($8 for a pound of sliced meat with all the trimmings),
losing a little on the games, and sharing stories with the
other Buggy'ers. Then to sleep (as we were all tired) and out
on the lake bed next day ready to do it all over again.
Scott & Cindy Dyer hosted the "afternoon tea" with a selec
tion of beverages and food for the assembly. Proceeds from
the sale of event souvenir t-shirts and sterling silver pins (as
well as a donation bucket)" paid for the party. But the real
party was out on the lake on Monday and Tuesday after
noons. The wind disappeared on Wednesday - never to
return the rest of the week, but everyone had a great time
and want another chance to Buggy Boogie.
Was this FUN or what?
•

Penny Anderson

Pierce County Kitefliers

Tom Bitter

Jewels of the Sky

Dave Christenson

Washington Kitefliers Association

Steve Cseplo

Bald Mountain Kite Club

Randy Felder

Scenic City Kite Club

Dan Helton

Scenic City Kite Club

Charlie Henderson

Bald Mountain Kite Club

Chuck Jones

Scenic City Kite Club

Jim & Janice Killian

Kapitol Air Korps

Ed McDonough
Steve &Judy
Millspaugh

Jewels of the Sky

Tony Reiser

Lehigh Valley Kite Club

Stephen Scott

Pierce County Kitefliers

Klaus Stearns

Pierce County Kitefliers

Washington Kitefliers Association

•
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1993 Kitemaking

Kitemaking Rulebook
To Be Updated

Competition Results
Now Available

.AKA's Kitemaking Competitions Committee is now in the

The Kitemaking Competitions Committee announces

that the results of the competition from the 1993 AKA
Convention in Seaside are fully computerized, have been
checked six ways to Sunday, and are now available on the
24-hour AKA automated information service (l-408-SEE-4AKA or 408-733-4252)_ If you are interested in your scores,
simply dial the information line and follow the instruc
tions_
Individual scores are also available to competitors from Jon
Burkhardt, 10113 Lloyd Road, Potomac, MD 20854_
•

1993 Kitemaking Competition Correction

After a thorough audit of all competitor's scores at the
Convention in Seaside, several mathematical errors were
found_ They were all in one category, Soft and Semi-rigid,
and they did have an effect on the results announced at
the Convention_ The correct list of winners for the Soft
and Semi-rigid category are: First Place - Art Ross, Second
Place - Stretch Tucker, and Third Place - Bonnie
Wright The Competitions Committee apologizes to all
involved for this error_

process of updating the rulebook for kitemaking competi
tions_ (The current 1991 edition is entitled Rules and
Guidelines for Comprehensive Kitemaking Competition)
In this updating process, the committee will (1) provide
guidelines for the kitemaking competition at the 1994 AKA
Convention, (2) attempt to standardize competition proce
dures with the Sport Kite Committee, (3) set down in writ
ing the innovations successfully employed in the 1993 com
petition in Seaside, and (4) make the kinds of changes nec
essary to update the procedures now in print All sugges
tions are welcome_ Some of the questions the Kitemaking
Committee will address include: Are the current kite type
categories the ones we feel are appropriate? What's a good
name for the "open" or "undesignated" type of kite cat
egory? Shoulp there be separate scores for "master" and
"non-master" kitemakers?
If you have ideas, suggestions, or even complaints about
kitemaking competitions, please contact Jon Burkhardt,
Chairman, AKA Kitemaking Competitions Committee,
10113 Lloyd Road, Potomac, MD, 20854, right away_ (301)
424-6976_ We hope to have a new version of the rulebook
available by early summer.
•

KTA 1993 MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE AWARD

BIG WINGS Series™ Kite Bags

>

WIDEST RANGE OF
STYLES AND COLORS!

>

QUALITY BAGS AT
AFFORDABLE PRICES!

>

ALL BAGS ARE 100%
NYLON CORDURA®

"WE COVER THEM AND CARRY THEM"

CALL FOR BROCHURE &
LIST OF LOCAL DEALERS

M.L.D. ASSOCIATES. BIG WINGS Series Kite Bags
1 Cedar Circle • Townsend· MA • 01469

(508) 597-6700

by Jon Burkhardt,
Kitemaking
Competition Chair

I

Kiting

8

13. Sew on the last tab and bridle.

Kitemaking
The Art and the Science
Submitted by
Don Mock.
Based on The Catherine
Wheel by Eddie Megrath
from Seunthorpe, England
Printed with
permission from
The Kite Flyer.
April 7993

Catherine's Wheel
Thanks to Eddie (of legendary' Mad Eddie' fame!) and

Ann Megrath for sending this design all the way from
Scunthorpe. Mad Eddie writes..."After being fascinated by
the wriggling snakes of Bernd Knupfer at the Washington
Kite Festival in 1991, I went home and made the Catherine
Wheel. Although there are many differences in the design
it performs in a similar fashion.

14. Make a bag for your wheel.
Parts list:

Fabric, swivel, sister clip, ring, 24 tabS, 12 short bridle lines, 6
long bridle lines.
Catherine's Wheel Bridling Instructions:

To eliminate some of the bulk, bridle from swivel to wheel.
Attach the ring to the swivel with the sister clip.
Tie a loop at the ends of all longer lines, use the reference
marks. Form a larkshead knot at the center of the longer
lines and attach them to the ring.

J3�

"As you can see, it is made from 24 cells, but can also be
constructed from 48 cells using the same dimensions,
which, in my opinion, looks more aesthetic in the air. It
also gets rid of the cuts from your ragbag!"

.- 7em -.

i

I added to the drawings the following written instruc

tions. The drawings on page 9 are by MikJennison.
Catherine's Wheel Ass embly

1.

Hot cut all parts with exposed edges, 12 cm. outer and
inner rims, and 13 cm. for the risers.

2. Cold cut risers across diagonal edges, turning the tern·
plate to maximize your fabric use.
3. Sew inner and outer rims into lengths.
4. Mark reference lines on the outer rim with a pencil,
this will be done on the inner side of the fabric. Use
template "A".
5. Sew the risers to the outer rim by lining up the edge of
the risers to the pencil lines and sew in 114 inch from
edge of the risers.
6. Mark reference lines on the inner rim with a pencil,
using template "B".
7. Sew risers to the inner rim, making sure the risers are
cupped the same way and that no risers or spaces are
missed.
8. Trim threads.
9. Chain sew the tabs to the inner rim by moving from
one tab to the next without cutting the threads while
the wheel is still flat. Leave off the last tab so that
joining the ends is easier.

� 13em
Template
"B"
Inner

t t

Template
"A"
Outer

10. Trim threads.

11. Join ends to close circle. Make sure there are no twists
in the wheel. Start with outer rim, overlap excess
fabric, line up reference marks and sew. Repeat with
the inner rim. Use tape to facilitate holding the fabric
while sewing.
12. Carefully trim off the excess fabric.

&
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Kitemaking (continued)
At the wheel, tie a bowline knot on one tab, using a short
line. Form a larkshead with the loop on the longer bridle
line around the short line and then tie the other end of this
line to the next tab with another bowline. Repeat around
the wheel.
(t.. t-�)

If you build a 48 cell wheel, start with 3 lines attached to

the ring. This will give you 6 ends, then go to 12 lines
which will give you 24 to attach to 24 short lines as on this
wheel.

I)..

lb' ,;( 0
&
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�
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BRIDLE DIMENSIONS
�"l E1 - B1 20 em
'
'j""[;.., B1- B2 80 em
'J
B2 - B3 20 em

/
PIECE 'A'

/

/

/

(Cut 1)

INSTRUCTIONS

1

Hot cut pieces 'A', '9' and 'C'

3

Sew

5
6

Make small holes @ El

2

4

Sew risers 01 - 02
risers El - E2

on to outer rim
rim
Join outer rim to . make circle
Join 'inner rim 'to make circle

on to inner

x
x

24

24

for bridle

; \ �\

KEY

PIECE 'C" (Cut 24)

Stit ch

Hot cu t

'i ,I.,

.'

Discard

�

, \).
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Kite Club Profile
Lavender Winds Kite Club

Does everyone remember

their first kite festival as
clearly as I do? A sunny
beach, a fresh breeze blowing
off of the ocean, kites soaring
overhead, and the music of
Yanni (who else?) blaring from
loudspeakers in the parking lot of
the "D" River Wayside in Lincoln
City, Oregon. These are some of my
memories of the first kiting event I ever
attended, the Oregon State Stunt Kite
Championships in the summer of 1989. My
partner, Mark McClaughry, and I had met
two weeks earlier. It didn't take long to dis
cover that we shared an interest in kites. I had
enjoyed flying single-line kites for a long time be
fore Mark introduced me to stunt kites. After flying
his stunt kite, I decided to get one of my own during
that weekend in Lincoln City. By the time the end of
that year came, we were both well on our way to being
obsessed with kites.

by: Brian Bradley

Members of the
Lavender Winds
Kite Club.

In the summer of 1990, Mark and I got together with four
other gay kitefliers to talk about forming a gay and lesbian
kite club. Lavender Winds Kite Club was founded in Sep
tember 1990 with six members in the Portland, OR/
Vancouver, WA area. As part of our advertising campaign,
we sent announcements to several kiting publications and
two local kiting organizations. We were really lucky that
David Gomberg was president and newsletter editor for
the Associated Oregon Kiters (AOK) at the time. David
made it a point to print our announcement in the Novem
ber 1990 issue of the AOK newsletter - unedited! We had
no other success in advertising the fact that a gay and les
bian kite club was in eXistence, except for public service
listings in two gay and lesbian publications in Oregon.
In spite of lack of publicity, Lavender Winds Kite Club
continued to grow. We originally thought that only gays
and lesbians would be interested in joining Lavender
Winds Kite Club, but we're happy to report that from the

first year of our existence to the present, our membership
has included those who are neither lesbian nor gay. In Feb
ruary 1991, Lavender Winds Kite Club appli�d to become a
chapter of the American Kitefliers AssociatlOn (AKA). The
club was granted chapter status on March 20, 1991.
A gay and lesbian kite club? "So what?" some migh � say.
Personally, I'm looking forward to the day when bemg
lesbian or gay is no longer an issue - with anyone. In an
ideal society, it wouldn't make any difference at all
whether anyone was gay, lesbian, or neither. Unfortu
nately, too often gays and lesbians can feel out of place in
mainstream organizations where they may be compelled,
for various reasons, to keep their sexual orientation hidden.
We hope that Lavender Winds Kite Club can provide a safe
and supportive atmosphere for those kiters, regardless of
sexual orientation, who may feel out of place in larger kit
ing organizations. Although our membership is relatively
small we feel that Lavender Winds Kite Club represents a
diver e cross-section of the kiting community. A group
such as ours can help bridge the gap and promote under
standing between sexual minorities and mainstream soci
ety as we unite in our love of kiting. BeSides, if I do say so
myself, we're an awful lot of fun to be around!

�

While Lavender Winds Kite Club was based in the Port
land/Vancouver area, we held monthly flys, conducted
kitemaking workshops for members, marched in Portland's
Gay Pride parade, and attended many of the kiting events
for which the Pacific Northwest is known: from the Cody
Fly in March to the Washington State International Kite
Festival in August, as well as Oregon and Washington
State Stunt Kite Championship events and the Sauvie Is
land Clothing Optional Fun Fly, plus many of the other
events that take place every summer along the Washing
ton and Oregon coasts. One of our most memorable events
was the Lincoln City, OR, Fall Kite Festival in October 1992
where we won a prize for the "Best Beach Banner".
Mark and I made a banner appliqueed with the words "Cel
ebrate Diversity," along with different combinations of
female and male symbols. When we were announced as
the winners, there was a round of applause from the spec
tators on the beach! We really appreciated the accepting
and friendly manner with which Lavender Winds Kite
Club was received by the kiting community in the Pacific
Northwest. Sure, there were a few negative comments, but
we heard them all secondhand - no one had the guts to
talk directly to any of us about any particular problem
they had with our group. The only threatening gesture I
ever experienced was the occasional snicker when Mark
and I would walk together on the beach wearing our
matching pink and purple "Lavender Winds" jackets. So
much for some people's taste in kiting wear - but believe
me, I know we looked fabulous!
Last year, I happened to get a job in the San Francisco Bay
Area. At first, Mark and I tried to find a club member m the
Portland/Vancouver area who would be willing to take
over Lavender Winds Kite Club when we moved. We
failed to find a suitable candidate for the position. So, we
decided to move the club to California with us. We began
actively recruiting new members in February of 1993, and

Continued on next page.
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Lavendar (continued)
our membership is still growing. Currently, we have a
total membership of 33. Although most of our members
live in the Bay Area, Lavender Winds Kite Oub includes
members from all over the United States - and we even
have a member in Canada. We successfully held monthly
flys last year, and we'll be doing it again in 1994 starting
on March 13. Our monthly flys are held the second Sunday
of each month (March through October) at noon at Scott
Creek beach, located on Hwy. l, about 15 miles north of
Santa Cruz, CA. We've got a great group of participants,
and we'll certainly welcome anyone who is interested in
joining us for our monthly flys. We also plan on having
club flys at other locations around the San Francisco Bay
throughout the year.
For those of you who may be gay or lesbian, I'd like to in
vite you to check us out. By being a member of Lavender
Winds Kite Club, you can help to promote the image of
gays and lesbians just by being yourself. As a club, we can
show other kiters who may not know any lesbians or gays
that we're just regular folks who love kites. And if you
happened to be neither lesbian nor gay, you can show
support for your lesbian and gay friends by joining us in
our activities and letting others in the kiting community
know that there's really no need for fear or hate gays and
lesbians - they're people, too. Plus, you'll have a great time
with some great people flying kites, learning about kites,
and making kites - activities that every kiter enjoys.

AKA Looking For New
Executive Director
As you may have already heard, Brooks Leffler will be
resigning as AKA's Executive Director effective December
31,1994,and AKA will be looking for a replacement. Talk
about a tough act to follow!
Dave Gomberg asked me to lead the Search Committee for
Brooks' replacement, and not being nimble enough with
any excuses that day, I got the job. All volunteers are grate
fully welcomed - those who would like to be on the Search
Committee, those who would like to contribute good ideas,
and those who would like to apply for the job. All such
interested parties should contact Jon Burkhardt at 10113
Lloyd Road, Potomac, MD, 20854. (301) 424·6976.
The committee intends to follow the procedure used in
1990 to fill the position through a competitive bid process.
We plan to announce the availability of a detailed Request
for Proposals (RFP) in the next issue of Kiting. This RFP will
include a description of the AKA, instructions for submit
ting proposals, a description of the duties and responsibili
ties of the Executive Director position, the criteria for
evaluating the proposals, and a tentative schedule for the
review of those proposals received. AKA anticipates the
award of an annual renewable contract.
Any helpers out there?
•

•

Sport fisherman in Florida are now using kites to help
land the big ones.
As the boats drift in the breeze, fishing lines upwind
remain taught but downwind lines go slack. And any
fisherman can tell you that you don't catch anything
on a slack line.
To remedy this problem, "barn-door" style kites are
being used to carry the fishing line downwind. The
kite is flown with one line, and bait is carried on a
second. When a fish strikes, a simple tension deVice
separates the lines.
So, does this technique, long used by natives in the
South Pacific, work in the high-tech world of sport
fishing? Just ask Board member Billy Jones who re
cently landed a seven foot sailfish!

by Jon Burkhardt

UBERS
Wind Filled Tails
Assorted Colors
All

6"

Diameter

5' - 10' - 20' - 30' & 50'
Quality Construction
Looks Great on all Kites
Ask your local Kite Store For Details

If you have news, notes, or photos for Bits, please
send to AKA Bits, Box 113, Neotsu, OR 97364

&S

Sails, mfg.

(313)

522-6210

C

Sailmakers for Sky burner Kites
Wholesale Only
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Kifevenfs March'

13

St. Patrick's Day Luck o'the Irish Kite Fly

Annapolis, MD. Sandy Point Park
C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673

·

14

Patras International Carnival of Kites

Patras, Greece Patras Beach
C: Joanne Colokytha (+30) 61-279-008 phone
(+30) 61-225-948 - fax
*AKA Sanctioned Event

11-

Midwest Area Kitebuilders Retreat

13

Oregon, IL. Larado, Taft Campus
C: Mike Steele (708) 428-0516

12-

Oahu Kite Festival

13

Honolulu, HI Queen Kapiolani Park
C: Robert Loera (808) 922-5483

13

Lavender Winds Kite Club Monthly Fly

18-

Most Southerly Kite Festival in the World

22

Wigram, Christchurch, New Zealand'

Airforce Base
C: Peter Lynn (+64) 3-377-1107 - phone
(+64) 3-377-1107 - fax
19-

14th Annual Waco Wind Festival

20

Waco, TX.
C: David Williams (817) 932-6132

Santa Cruz, CA_ Scott Creek Beach
C: Brian Bradley (510) 797-6997
20
13

Cleveland, OR Edgewater Park
C: Mike Bragg (317) 453-2977
26
13

Gunston Hall Kite Festival

Lorton, VA. Gunston Hall Plantation
C: (703) 550-9220

Season Opener Free Fly

*Smithsonian Kite Festival

Washington, DC Mall grounds west of
Monument
C:Bevan & Margo Brown (301) 890-1178

66th Annual Zilker Park Kite Festival

Austin, TX_
C: Richard Robertson (512) 453-7174
26

*Lighter Than Air Festival

Florence, Sc. Freedom Florence
C: Tom Mason (912) 352-3142
26

Boise Kite Festival

Boise, ro. Ann Morrison Park, Royal Blvd. Entrance
C: Ginger R_ Jewell (208) 384-4486

Send for Free
80 Page Color

26

4th Annual Eureka Springs Kite Festival

Eureka Springs, AR_
C: Steve & Linda Rogers (501)253-6596

Catalog of Kites &.
kitemaking supplies

26- Thailand International Kite Festival

27

Get the kites you want from
Into The Wind, America's
leading mail order kite com

Bangkok, Thailand Pramain Grounds
C: Ron Spaulding (+66) 2-2615321 - phone
+(66)2-261-5322 - fax

pany_ We specialize in

26- Luxembourg International Kite Festival

unmatched selection and fast

27

service, and we guarantee your
complete satisfaction with
everything you buy_

27

Spring Fly

Oakwood, GA. Gainesville College
C: Bryan Webb (706) 745-4454

The Best Kites and Service
with Your Satisfaction
Guaranteed

27

Into The Wind

1408-D Pearl St_, Boulder, CO 80302

Luxembourg Mondorf-Ies-Bains
C: Guy Blitgen (+352) 51-70-48 - phone
(+352) 69-92-82 - fax

•

(800) 541-0314

10% discount to AKA members

Sky Liners Club Fly

Schaumburg, IL. Ned Brown Woods
C: Wilma Neiman (708) 991-6825

MarchiApril 1994

13

Great Delaware Kite Festival

\V

Lewes, DE. Cape Henlopen State Park
C: Chamber of Commerce (302)645·8073
2

April - Kifevenfs

Hit the Beach Kite Fly

Rehoboth Beach, DE.
C: Wheels (302) 227·6996
�

23
3

Ocean City, MD.
C: Kite Loft (410) 289·7855
3-

Blackheath Easter Kite Festival

4

Blackheath, London, UK
C: Andy King (+44) 71·836·1666

9

*The Carolina Kite Fly

Chapin, Sc. Crooked Creek Park
C: Marlene Payne (803) 345·2244
9-

Old Dominion Stunt Kite Championship

10

Herndon, VA.
C: Sherrie Arnold (703) 765·5668

9-

First Ever Bluebonnet Kite Festival

10

San Marcos, TX.
C: Beth Morrisset (512) 245-2322

9-

The Great Central Valley Kite Fly &

10

10

Visalia, CA
C: Ron & Sandy Gibian (209) 627-5149

16

24

24

Philadelphia Kite Festival

17

Fairmont Park, PA.
C: Roger Chewning (215) 736-3715

1617

3rd Annual Stillwater Invitational Open

25

23

16-

Dogwood Festival Fly at Piedmont Park

17

Atlanta, GA. Piedmont Park
C: Savannah Sails (912) 232-7201
2nd Annual Wings, Wind & Kites

Graysonville, MD. Horsehead Wetlands Sanctuary
C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673

Ferrara, Italy, in the City park
C: Maurizio Cenci (+39) 532·46·12-39
Kite Fest '94

Huntington Beach, CA. Pier
C: The Kite Connection (714) 536-3630
23

6th Annual KLST Kite Fly

San Angelo, TX.
C: Richard Dermer (405) 372-6127
24

Gaithersburg Kite Fest

Gaithersburg, MD. Summit Hill Farm Park
C: Janet (301) 258-6359
24

Sky Liners Club Fly

Schaumburg, IL. Ned Brown Woods
C: Wilma Neiman (708) 991-6825
24

16th Annual Buffalo Beano's Kite Fly

Lubbock, TX.
C: Gary King (806) 762-8553
30

28th Annual Maryland Kite Festival

Columbia, MD. Centennial Park
C:Jon Burkhardt (301) 424-6976

Fun Fly

Stillwater, OK.
C: Richard Dermer (405) 372-6127

Fisherman's Festival

23- 15th Annual Ferrara Int'l Kite Festival

7th Annual Baltimore City Kite Fest

16-

Myrtle Beach, Sc. 10th Ave. & Bypass
C: Klig's Kites (803) 448·7881

Bodega Bay, CA
C: Roma Robbins (707) 875·3777

Lavender Winds Kite Club Monthly Fly

Baltimore, MD.
C: Kite Loft (410) 528-0888

23

23- *12th Annual Spring Games Kite Festival

Air Fair

Santa Cruz, CA. Scott Creek Beach
C: Brian Bradley (510) 797-6997

69th Annual Kiwanis Kite Tournament

Sac City, IA. At the Airport
C: Jerry Volkert (712) 662-4282

Ocean City Fun Fly

30

Paper Arts Kite Festival

Appleton, WI. Fox Valley Technical Campus
C: Merisue Krenke (414) 727-5872
30- *Breckenridge Wildflower Kite Festival

5/1 Richardson, TX. Breckenridge Park
C: Dick Bell (214) 423·3630
30- Third Annual Mayfly Kite Festival

5/1 Blairsville, GA.
C: Bryan Webb (706) 745-4454
30- *Third Prairie Winds Kite Festival

5/1 Shawnee, KS. Shawnee Mission Park
C: Carolyn Moore (913) 894-5483

Editor's Note: The events
listed in the calendar are
accurate to the best of our
knowledge. Event dates are
subject to change and we
recommend that you call
ahead.
To list an event in the
calendar, please send by
the first of the month
preceding publication. It is
important to include event
location with city and
state, time, contact name,
area code and phone
number. Send to:
KITING
C/O PATRICE MCFADDEN
P.O. BOX 250657
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
94125-0657
PHONE AND FAX:
(415) 586-5181

*AKA Sanctioned Event
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74
7

Bucks County Kite Day

Newtown, PA. Core Creek Park
C: Bucks County Parks (215) 757-0571

Kifevents· May
-'

7-

Mid Atlantic Stunt Kite Championships

8

Ocean City, MD.
e: Sky Festivals (215) 736-3715

7-

*Four Winds Kite Festival

8

Toronto, Ontario, Canada Kortright Centre
For Conservation
C: Alex Waters (905) 832-2289

8

Lavender Winds Kite Club Monthly Fly

Santa Cruz, CA. Scott Creek Beach
C: Brian Bradley (510) 797-6997
14-

3rd Annual Daytona Beach Int'l Kite Festival

15

Daytona Beach, FL.
C: Terry Yuncker (708) 616-8541

14-

Brighton Kite Festival

15

Patch am, Brighton, UK Waterhall Playing Fields
C: Ray Oakhill (+44) 273-306842

14-

*Kitefest

15

Kalamazoo County, MI. River Oaks Park
C: John Cosby (616) 383-8778

15

Ansel Toney Memorial Kite Fly

Parker City, OH. Monroe Central School
C: Mike Bragg (317) 453-2977
21

McLean, VA.
C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673

H

�"

CA UGHT I N A TREE

,...-.,.-; --. , ... . ..

McLean Day

C all or Write for a great new
Kite C at alo g .

C all :

Write :

800-682-5556

7 3 Ireland Place , Suite 1 9 7

5 1 6-842-3 1 1 2

Amityville , NY 1 1 7 0 1
AKA Member Merchant

21-

*Newport Kite Festival

22

Newport, OR. Nye Beach
C: Wayne Glenn (503) 265-2004

21-

San Ramon Art & Wind Festival

22

San Ramon, CA. Central Park
C: Kim Giuliano (510) 275-2300

22

Sky Liners Club Fly

Schaumburg, IL. Ned Brown Woods
C: Wilma Neiman (708) 991-6825
28- 2nd Annual Kite Festival

29

Garrison, NO. Ft. Stevenson State Park
C: Deb Lenzen (701) 463-2661

27- 6th Annual International Kite Retreat

. ... - ... . ,

30

Kite Videos

NTSC
I'll
Seam

Beautifully combined with music by award winning

High Sierra Video Productions
Washington State International Kite Festival, the largest Kite Fly
on the North Americam (ontinent. Combine the Best Winds,
Weather and Record Breakers for an outstanding I hr video.

90 AKA S25, 90-92 WSIKF S25 ea, 93 WSIKF S30, Raw Footage S I 00
Add Postage: USA S4, Canada S5, Foreign S 1 2
7220 40th St NW, GIg Harbor, VIlA 98335 (206) 265-6800

Junction, TX.
C: Betty Street (806) 742-3027

28- East Coast Stunt Kite Championships

30

Wildwood, NJ.
C: Stunt Kite Champ. (215) 736-2715

29- Bath International Kite Festival

30

Bath, Lansdown Playing Fields, UK
C: Oily Cromwell (+44) 225-313504

4-

Windsong Fun Fly

15
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June
5

Ardmore, OK.
C: Janene Evard (405) 226-0285

4-

Basingstoke Kite Festival

5

Down Grange, Basingstoke, UK
C: Neil Robinson (+44) 256-51426

4-

Sky Sail

5

Cape May, NJ.
C: Great Atlantic Kites (609) 884-3444

4-

Rogallo Kite Fest

5

Nags Head, NC.
C: Kitty Hawk Kites (919) 441-4124

11-

*3rd Annual Chicago Sport Kite Festival

12

Schaumburg, IL. Ned Brown Woods
C: Wilma Neiman (708) 991-6825

11-

Ocean Park Fun Fly

12

Ocean Park, WA.
C: Flamingo Ray (206) 665-3655

11 -

Margam Park Festival

. 12

11 -

· 12

11-

12

12

Bridgend, South Wales, UK
C: Steve Gibson (+44) 432-359999
British National Sport Kite Championship

Rbund 2, Weston-Super-Mare, UK
C: Andy King (+44) 71-836-1666
Academy of Model Aeronautics Anniversary

Muncie, IN. AMA Field Memorial Drive
C: Mike Bragg (317) 453-2977
MKS Red, White & Blue Fly

Columbia, MD. Centennial Park
C:Jon Burkhardt (301) 424-6976
12

18"

East London Kite Festival

19

Hackney Marshes, London, UK
C: Jeremy Boyce (+44) 71-275-8799

24- 5th Boston Area Stunt Kite Championships

Dartmouth, MA U-Mass. on Old West Post
C: Roger Chewning (215) 736-3715

24- World's Smallest Kite Festival

26

·

2

Freedom of the Press Kite Festival

Bodega Bay, CA
C: Roma Robbins (707) 875-3777
2-

4th of July Fly

4

Fort Lee, NJ.
C: Sky Festivals (215) 736-3715

2-

11th Shrewsbury Kite Festival

3

Sundorne Playing Fields, Shrewsbury, UK
C: Tony Slater (+44) 743-235068

2-

Libertyfest Kite Festival

3

Edmond, OK.
C: Jon Wagner (405) 341-3678

4

*AKA Sanctioned Event

Independence Day Fly & Concert

Gaithersburg, MD. Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds
C: Bill Goodwin (301) 990-1673
8-

Oostende Kite Festival

10

Oostende, Lido Beach, Belgium
C: (+32) 59-512955

9

2nd Annual Summer Winds Fun Fly

Norman, OK.
C: Brenda Barnes (405) 360-0280
9-

3rd Wales Int'l Kite Festival

10

Monmouth, Wales, UK
C: Andy King (+44) 71-836-1666

9-

*North Coast Challenge

10

Seaside, OR. Beach State Park
C: David Gomberg (503) 996-3083

Lavender Winds Kite Club Monthly Fly

Santa Cruz, CA. Scott Creek Beach
C: Brian Bradley (510) 797-6997

26

July Kifevenfs

Colorado Springs, CO.
C: (719) 596-2332

25- Scheveningen International Kite Festival
26 Den Haag, Netherlands

C: (+31) 10-70-385-8586

tJ306 Ingrafiam S

10TH ANNIVERSARY

DELTA
Introduced in 1974, on
the Tenth Anniversary
of the founding of
AKA, and still
hand-made
by our founder,
this kite will fly in just about anything but a flat calm. Now available in
solid colors at $35.00, and several applique deSigns at $45.00, plu s $2.50
.
for shipping and handling. No collection is complete WIthout this pIece
of kiting history!
BOB INGRAHAM DELTAS . (505) 538-9083

31 5

North Bayard Street, Silver City, NM

88061
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R�giontll Reports

Kiting

Region 2
Northeast

people in the park, it is nice that the kiters get preferred
parking and a roped off demo area. A phone call to Marci at
the Bucks County Parks will get you particulars. (215) 757-0571.

Kevin Shannon,
Regional Director

The Eastern League's second big event is the Mid-Atlantic
Stunt Kite Championships held on May 7-8 in Ocean
City, MD. The first is the Old Dominion Stunt Kite

Spring has arrived! Even though I'm writing this in the

cold of February, the list of upcoming events tells me that
glorious kite flying weather is just around the corner. The
number of active clubs in our region is truly staggering.
With clubs like the Keystone Kiters, Lehigh Valley Kite
Society, Monmouth Ocean County Kitefliers, and Sky Pi·
lots planning events alone or along with the local kite
stores and municipalities, there is almost too much for a
serious kiter to do!
I get many requests for information on upcoming events in
individual members' areas, but it is impractical for me to
answer every one. For those of you who want this kind of
information, I suggest that you join one or more of the local
clubs. Their newsletters are a wealth of information. Be·
sides the information on regular flies and special events,
there are usually excellent articles on the many different
aspects of kiting. Plans, tips, tricks, and most importantly,
GOSSIP is available in every issue. Try writing the AKA
affiliated clubs in this issue and requesting a sample news·
letter. If you try on a few clubs, I'm sure that you'll find
one or more that will fit you just fine.
The season kicks off with the Smithsonian Kite Festi
val in Washington, D.C. on March 26. It's not in our re
gion, but it is close and so well attended that I would be
remiss in not mentioning it. Lots of categories and trophies
for both Novice and Master kitemakers guarantee good
attendance and spectacular kites. More information is
available by calling the Browns at (301) 890-1178.
A new event kicks off on April 9 in Waynesboro, PA. Bill
Flohr is coordinating the First Annual Renfrew Fun
Fly at the Renfrew Park and Museum. This is a fun fly
with lots of room to fly, workshops and roving officials. If
this sounds like fun, call Bill at (717) 762-8492.
The Philadelphia Kite Festival is April 16-17. This festi
val gets better every year. With kitemaking competitions,
stunt kite demos, and the infamous Corporate Rokkaku
Challenge, this is one fun event. Plenty of events geared for
the kids make this a great family outing. Call Sky Festivals
at (215) 736-3715 for more information.
The Lehigh Valley Kite Society will hold its annual Day at
the Park on April 30 at Louise Moore Park in Easton, PA.
This fun event should be well attended. Call Andy or Paul
at (215) 867-4999 for directions and a schedule of activities.
Also on April 30, Elizabethtown, PA, will hold its kite festi
val. Lots of activities are planned, along with a rokkaku
demo by yours truly. CallJoe at Lefties' Fly Right at (717)
361-0740 for further information.
May 1 brings the easygoing fun fly at Bucks County Kite
As this event is geared toward entertaining the pub
lic, this is the perfect chance for you to become a kite celeb
rity. Everyone is expected to fly their kites just to show
the public what kiting is all about. With up to 10,000

Day.

Championships held in Herndon, VA. Contact Sky Festi
vals for MASKC and the Arnolds at (703) 765-5668 for
ODSKC.

Well, that's about it for now. The next report will have
even more events listed as we will be right in the thick of
the season. As always, contact me if you want your event
listed. Good winds and the time to enjoy them to all of you.
•

Region 3
Mid-Atlantic
Jon Burkhardt, Regional Director

So how cold is it out there? Anybody been doing real sci
entific tests of the wind chill factor?
Lots of high hopes for warmer weather and brilliant winds
around here. February 18-21, the Maryland Kite Society is
sponsoring its annual Kitemaking Retreat in
Westminster, MD. Joining a star-studded cast, the special
guest lecturer will be Bobby Stanfield, the AKA Grand Na
tional winner from California. Other forthcoming major
events include a kitemaking workshop at the National
Air and Space Museum on March 12-13, the
Smithsonian kitemaking workshop on March 19, the
Smithsonian Kite Festival on March 26 (with the ban
quet to follow at Bevan & Margo Brown's house), the Old
Dominion Stunt Kite Championships in Virginia on
April 10-11, the Philadelphia Kite Festival on April 16-17,
and the Maryland Kite Festival on April 30. Actually,
Region 3 already has some wonderful kite events sched
uled for every weekend from March through June! Re
member when we had to work hard to find a few good
festivals each year?
Speaking of a fly!!! Region 3 members are claiming the
record for the world's first underground kite fly. In Janu
ary, Jim Cosca and Dave & Sherrie Arnold, in the company
of avid spelunkers, trekked to Sinnot Cave in Franklin,
West Virginia, for some different indoor flying. With snow
and subzero temperatures outSide, this intrepid group
found a 58-degree, dry, underground palatial room as long
as a football field, 40 feet wide and 30 feet high. The
ground was rough and caves are a bit dark, you know.
However, the lights on helmets and some flashlights pro
vided enough light to see fairly well. And most members of
the audience can outfly any kite ever built. Both Dave and
Jim flew successfully. Their kites included a Revolution I, a
Jordan Air X-I Micro-Lite, and a custom-built Ultra. You
don't believe it? It's all fully recorded on video and still
photos. Also, the February Kapitol Air Korps' Kapitol flyer
has further details.
See? Same rules as before: You send it, we report it.
•
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Region 4
Southeast
Steve (sepia, Regional Director

Well, it hardly seems possible, but another year has past.
It's been a year of change, for myself as well as the region.
First, some upcoming dates. Since Miami (SSKC) has been
by the time you read this, a date seems out of place. For
fliers of all types, March promises to be busy. The month
kicks off in fine style with the annual KAOS fly down on
Tybee Island in Georgia. Cold or warm, the winds are al
ways good and a fun time insured. Sport kite pilots will be
busy the remainder of the month with Eastern League
regional events in Charlotte, NC, on March 12, then on to
Charleston, SC the next day, March 13. Montgomery, AL,
gets its shot the following weekend, March 19, and the
month finishes out with an event in Florence, SC on March
26. Whew! Is that enough? As always, contact Tom Ma
son (in the AKA directory) for details regarding these finely
run events.
Single-liners have the Orlando Museum of Art Kite
Festival to look forward to mid-March and CAKE will be
active with an event planned for Charlotte later in March.
Contact Ellen Chelmis (consult the AKA directory) regard·
ing information for CAKE and Karen Pelczar (407) 896-4231
ext. ART for Orlando information.
Further on, a traditional fly happens April 9 in Chapin, SC
(see calendar), and the Eastern League returns to our region
the weekend of April 23-24 with the Spring Games in
Myrtle Beach, Sc. The first weekend in May brings the
third annual May Fly in Blairsville, GA, hosted by the
Bald Mountain Kite Club and, of course, early June is the
time to be in Charleston, SC, for the Piccolo Spoleto Kite
Festival.

I suppose that brings us to the subject of the state of kiting
in the Southeast (being these types of things are offered this
time of year). As you know by now, Louisiana is no longer

WE DO IT FOR
REDWOOD COAST KITE FESTIVAL, WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU!
•
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part of our region. Kentucky has been added and we are
now Region 4. Due to the reapportionment, we lost the
Crescent City Kitefliers, but the Scenic City Kite Club came
into eXistence, so our club count remained the same. Mem·
bership, on the other hand, is up. We reflected a net loss
due to the reapportionment program (Le., we lost more
members than we gained with the changes of states in
cluded), but we are now close to 400 members strong in the
region. We experienced an 18% gain in households and a
13% gain in membership, so I can only suppose that I must
be doing something right. Unfortunately, as our region is
still a huge geographic area, we tend to be rather scattered
out so it may seem that we are still rather isolated.
My hat really has to go off to Tom Mason, who has pretty
much single-handedly created a new circuit, if you will,
throughout the region in 1994. He has done a tremendous
job promoting the sport of stunt kite flying and continued
with his efforts this year. I refer, of course, to the crop of
Eastern League regional events that have sprung up this
last year. Without his efforts, it is doubtful that such a
quantity of new events would have been organized, to say
nothing of their quality. It helps that there seems to be a
slew of new kite shops opening throughout the Southeast
and that they all seem to want to "get in on the act," but
without Tom, I doubt things would have gone as smoothly
or as well as they have.
Which I suppose brings us up to the present. I would like to
mention something that has been on my mind recently
. that I know members like to complain about. I'm talking
about the timing of Kiting. For me, this issue now seems
minor in scope, but until recently, I, too, liked to knock the
publication and organization because of its timing. Yes, I
did mention the entire tardiness issue in the last Board
meeting and found out I was not the first to address this
situation. I think what we all tend to forget is that the
journal is completely voluntary in nature, depending on
the membership to submit articles and photographs for the
body of the publication. We could publish more on time
with nothing in it, but would that be worth anything?
Additionally, one needs to consider that the complete
complement of six issues were published last year. The late
nature of the final issue is understandable, if not totally
forgivable, as it coincides with the convention each year,
and often the same people who work on the publication
are intimately involved with the convention. An interest
ing comparison I made this year was between the body
(photographs not included) of Kiting and another well
known kite publication from America. The results amazed
me. When all the advertising and miscellaneous fluff were
excluded, the body of the two publications were very simi·
lar in quantity and quality. So, when you consider that
Kiting is bi·monthly as opposed to quarterly, it really is a
fine publication in the final analysis.
Well, I've preached long enough so I need to step down
from my soap box. Hopefully, this will make the current
issue, but if not, I only have myself to blame, as my timing
is just off these days (running late as kitefliers tend to do).
Keep on flying and be happy. Gentle breezes.
•
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Region 5
Great Lakes
Robyne Gardner, Regional Director

Chilly G-g-g-g-reetings from Region 5! The New Year has
brought us nothing but frigid temperatures, ice storms,
and snow. Not exactly flying weather here in Ohio and
Michigan, although a couple of clubs have reported suc
cessful New Year's Day flys. John Cosby and his merry
band of K-zoo Stringfellows hosted their annual SnoFly
at Prairie View Park. Due to a rare blaze of sunshine
on the morning of January 1st, this event could have been
named "Slush Fly". In spite of the sloppy conditions, there
was still plenty of ice on the lake. About twenty brave
souls turned out for this event. Some opted for kite skiing,
while others (like me) were just happy to remain standing
upright and fly our kites. Clouds and drizzle moved in
shortly after 1:00, sending kiters in to the warming house
to enjoy hot chocolate and the warmth of the fireplace.
O.5.E.K. also held a New Year's Day fly at Edgewater
Gusty-to-strong winds prevailed, and
around twenty members celebrated the first day of the
year with kite lines in hand. Rumor has it that Pete
DiGiacomo had a close encounter of the tree kind while
doing his buggy-boogie thing_
Park in Cleveland.

The AKA Banner
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American Kitefl iers Association
1559 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-1651
Please allow

4 - 6 weeks for delivery.

I received a letter of congratulations from Jim and Jeff Poy
of Toronto, Canada. In their letter, they asked that I ex
press a special thanks to outgoing director, Al Hargus, for
all of his hard work and dedication. Jim says, "He has al
ways encouraged us to do our best, yet showed us the fun
side of kite flying. Wherever we meet in our travels, he
has always made us feel welcome and at home. His pres
ence has not only touched us, but many other Canadian
fliers by playing a major role in the development of
Canada's Sport Kite Competition. AI, we salute you for a
job well done." Since I couldn't have said it better myself, I
won't.

Since we're on the subject of people who deserve to take a
bow, I'd like to tip my hat to past president of O.5.E.K,
Connie Pederson. Connie stepped down from her post last
summer after 15 years of service to this club as "Madam
President"! Connie has passed the gavel on to Bob
Lockhart, but remains very active in club activities.
Thanks, Connie, for a job well done. Now get out there
and have some FUN! Good Luck to Bob in leading this
very active group of kitefliers.
Many members in this region are now mCiking travel
plans for attending the Valentine's Ice Fly in Erie, Pa.,
and MAKR in IL See you there!
To all clubs in Region 5: Please keep me posted on any

and all happenings. I need material for these reports! I am
presently putting together a regional calendar. Drop me a
note or give me a call if you have any event that should
be included. I can also be reached on CompuServe at
76460,2121.
•
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Region 6
Midwest

at the Young Astronauts Conference. The Ansel Toney
Memorial Kite Fly is scheduled for May 15. For infor

Bob Neiman Regional Direc tor

WOW!

It's February already! And the way this winter
has been going, March and April can't come soon enough.
Region 6 has endured one of the coldest winters on record,
so don't think we've been having a good ole time flying at
our favorite fields.
What I have seen, though, are some folks grabbing their
super-ultralite stunters and Rev's with 10-15 ft. lines and
flying INDOORS in a rec center or gym. Of course,
backpedaling can get awfully tiring and a little dizzying,
but just think of the cardiovascular conditioning.
With the new alignment in regions just now starting to
sink in among the many AKA members and clubs, news
from the various outreaches of Region 6 has been slow in
coming (of course, this winter also had a lot to do with it).
Starting close to home, the Chicago Skyliners have held a
couple of club flys (yeah, they've only lasted maybe an
hour, but what do you expect in 50' below wind chill?).
The club will also be hosting the Midwest Area
Kitemakers Retreat (MAKR) on March 11-13. Cost for
this event is only $75.00 for lodging and meals. It's a great
deal and for those who have never attended, a chance to
rub shoulders with great fliers (George Peters, Charlie
Sotich, Elmer Wharton, etc.), and to hone your kitemaking
skills. Call Kathy Horn at (815) 393-4672 for more info.
Turning to stunters, mark your calendars for June 11-12 as
the 3rd Annual Chicago Sport Kite Festival kicks off.
This is an AKA sanctioned AND American Kite Circuit
regional event, so for all you competitors out there, this is
your chance to garner some points for conference and na
tional ranking. The event will also feature a singie-line
extravaganza and rokkaku battle featuring a very special
guest flier, Randy Tom. The Kite Trade Association Inter
national recently nominated the Chicago Sport Kite Festi
val for "Outstanding Kite Festival in 1993," so this is one
event you don't want to miss! Contact CSKF at (708) 3592556 for more info.

mation on any of these flys, contact Mike at (317) 4532977.
The Minnesota Kite Society recently held a kite fly on
Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis where a mix of kites and
buggys transformed the frozen lake into a multi-color
spectacle. On February 6,the Frosty Fingers Kite Fly
was held in conjunction with the St. Paul Winter Carni
val. For information about kite building workshops in March,
contact Jim Henry, president of Minnesota Kite Society.
Finally, last summer's floods may have devastated a lot of
the Midwest, but the rain never dampened the spirits of a
hearty band of kitefliers from Waterloo and DeMoines,
Iowa. The Wind Wrestlers club pitched in to help flood
victims and still found some dry land to fly on. The club is
still working on their 1994 flying schedule, but five mem
bers of the club, headed up by Leif Horton, took up team
flying and now, Air Quest is performing their aerial feats
at local demos. According to Leif, kiteflying of all types, as
well as buggying, is coming on strong in Iowa.
Well, that's it for this time. To all of our fellow members
in Region 6,if there's a kite event in your area, make sure
you contact me at (708) 359-2556 and I'll try to make it or
at least cover it here in Kiting. Fresh breezes to all!
•

Regional reports continued on next page.

Transcendent.

The Hoosier Kiteflyers Society is gearing up for a new year
of flying. Club President Mike Bragg and Lois DeBolt sent
me a list of coming attractions for HKS, so here goes. On
April 17,HKS will host its Spring Tune-Up Time kite fly
and on May 10,a kite workshop will be held for school kids

Kiteflying is no ordinary experience, and we're rio
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Region 8
South Central
Richard Dermer, Regional Direc tor

It looks like it's going to be a great spring!

A lot of great
festivals are coming up and several clubs are showing great
signs of serious increases in activity.

By the time you read this, the March events in Austin and
Waco, TX, Spiro Mounds, OK, and Eureka Springs, AR will
be history, but we hope to see you at the following April/
May events: the Bluebonnet Kite Festival in San
Marcos, TX, April 9·10. This is a first time event with a
great flying field, an enthusiastic group of sponsors (the
Bluebonnet Lions Club), and potential for an annual event.
I've given the organizers a great deal of information by
mail and phone, and Frank Kenisky is co-chairing the festi
val. We'll have single-line and sport kite competition and
a chance to show off the joys of kiting to a new commu
nity.
If no other events are scheduled in the area, Marti and I
will host the 3rd annual Stillwater, OK, Invitational
Open Fun Fly on April 16-17. No fees, registration, com
petition, or organization - just a great flying area on an
unused, but still mowed, golf course. We'll have an
evening pizza feed at our restaurant, of course.
The annual KLST Festival will be held April 23 in San
Angelo, TX. We have to leave there by 4:00 pm in order to

AVAI LA B L E
SPRING
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get to Lubbock by 7:00 pm for the kiters banquet and social
the night before the Buffalo Beano Kite Fly and
Frisbee Fling on April 24. This was one of my favorite
events last year.
A group of Dallas-Ft. Worth AKA members have formed
the Richardson Wildflower Kite Festival Committee to put
on a two-day event in Richardson, TX, April 30 and May 1.
The flying field is reportedly a well-manicured park on the
crest of a rolling hill, surrounded by wildflowers. As the
first festival in years in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area, this one
should bring out loads of both fliers and spectators.
Memorial Day weekend at the end of May will be the 6th
annual junction International Kite Retreat in Junc
tion, TX. If you could only go to one kite event a year, this
should be it. It's an enchanting blend of kitemakers, fliers,
workshops, demonstrations, and free-flying in a remote,
but magical location.
Ardmore, Oklahoma's Windfest Kite Festival has

been put on hold this year due to burnout of non-kiting
volunteers. It may well be replaced by a minimal-organiza
tion two-day fun fly at the same location June 4-5. Keep in
touch with me for further details.
The Southwest Sport Kite Conference, administered by
Frank Kenisky, is in its third year and steadily gaining mo
mentum. Competitor's results from participating festivals
produce regular rankings of fliers in all classes. High rank
ing finishers at season's end receive coveted SSKC pins,
unobtainable by any other means. Events participating
this year (at no cost to the organizers) include those in
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, New MeXiCO, Louisiana, and
Missouri. Hopefully, additional competitions in Arkansas
will climb on the bandwagon. For more information, con
tact Frank at (210) 659-1803.

Region 9
Intermountain

•

David L. Colbert, Regional Director

Hi Gang.

Time for another update from Region 9. To tell
the truth, there has not been a lot going on around here
except for A.o.K.'s annual meeting to elect new Board
members and officers. Our new Board members are
Melinda Tackett and Will Krause. Also, Board members
Genny Forsberg and Judy Brown were re-elected. Officers
are as follows: Judy Brown (president), Dave Colbert (vice
president), Genny Forsberg (treasurer), and Rhonda Brewer
(secretary). Board members-at-large are Melinda Tackett,
Will Krause, Jim Baldo, and Peter Loop.
There was a great deal of discussion about the apparent
lack of participation by club members and area representa
tives and how to take care of this problem. The Board sched
uled a meeting in February to further discuss this matter.

CA L L

(41 5) 341 -9329

The only other item of interest that was brought to my
attention was the first annual Oregon Kitemakers Re
treat. To say the least, it was a ball for all those who at
tended. [See article on next page./Hope to hear from you
soon. Color your skies with kites.
•
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Oregon Kitemakers
Retreat falls Together!
I only have one question. Have you had your pudding?
Well, as they say, the proof is in the pudding and we have
the proof.
The first Oregon Kitemakers Retreat was a great deal of
work. It was also very important for me to make this hap
pen. It seemed all was going well until a couple of weeks
before the start time. I realized that we only had 10 con
firmed registrants. What was I going to do with a camp
ground for only 10 people? We started calling the teachers
and registrants. Two registrants stated they could not at
tend under the circumstances, two others couldn't attend
due to health problems, and possibly two more might not
be able to make it. I was pulling my hair out by then. All
of the teachers still planned to drive down anyway, so I
asked my wife to open up our home for the retreat and not
to shoot me until this was all over. She agreed on both
counts.
We started spreading the word that it was still going to
happen, but at our house instead of the campground. More
and more people changed their minds, and by January 6,
about 20 people were signed up.
We had planned to trim the retreat to just two days, but
almost everyone showed up on Friday. We took this oppor
tunity to have a big spaghetti feed. Then we sat around
talking kites and kite festivals. It became more fun as ev
eryone took turns telling some of their most embarrassing
experiences at kite festivals. We were also entertained by
Capt. Dick Wrightman and his ventriloquist doll who
looked like a real dummy right off the farm (the wood
dummy, not Dick). Next, Ron and Sandy Gibian started
setting up kites for display, followed by Don Mock and Sam
Houston. They looked great in the house and I hoped they
would become part of my collection. NOT!
Saturday started off with hot coffee, an assortment of cold
or hot cereal, fresh muffins, and orange juice. You could
feel the excitement in the air as we prepared to start
classes. Sam Houston taught how to build a tetrahedral 5
cell or 10 cell, Jim Davis covered building an optic rocket,
and Jerimy Colbert's class was building a 4' delta conyne.
The classes were great and the students were excited. I
took Sam's class because it was easier to run in and out.
Everyone's kites came out quite well and I even had time
to finish my tetras.
Lunch time. Judy Brown, Paula McCulley, ]oanne Colbert,
Heidi Moore, Leslie McReynolds, Genny and Amy
Forsberg, and several others helped in the kitchen. The
crew made wonderful meals and everyone enjoyed them
thoroughly. It was nice to see the way everyone worked
together to make it all work.
After lunch on Saturday, we started again with Ron and
Sandy discussing design concepts and layering of fabric
with adhesive for applique. Our living room was packed
and the information they passed on was helpful. Everyone
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by Dave Colber t

appreciated the special effort they put into this class.
Sam Houston also followed up on tetras for those that
missed his earlier class. Then it was time for dinner.

Dave is Regional Director

After w e all stuffed ourselves with more good food from
the kitchen, the crew became unruly. There had been
talk of a slide show and also some items to be raffled. But
Ron Gibian, the slide show narrator, had disappeared. As
the group became more vocal, wanting a slide show, I
phoned Ron so he could hear the boisterous chants of
'slide show, slide show....' with added threats of lynching
the organizer of the event, ME! Needless to say, Ron
returned to produce a great slide show. The raffle came
next with a flurry of ticket sales at the last minute. The
winning tickets brought smiles to the faces of their hold·
ers. Kite people and manufacturers from around the
country donated a lot of very nice gifts. A special thanks
to them.
Sunday began with a good old country breakfast of sau·
sage, eggs, toast, orange juice, and hot coffee. MMMM
GOOD. Classes started with Steve Vess teaching a Randy
Tom·style applique class and Rick (Cody Man) Brown
showed how to make a paper Cody. The other teachers
offered follow·up classes on their previous material.
Debra Cooley also did a class at her workshop on her
unique style applique.
We had a lunch break around noon so those with a long
drive could get a jump on their trip home. After lunch,
we had the drawing for the rest of the raffle items. There
was some mention of hanging a certain person who left
smiling with a lot of items, but he also had purchased a
lot of tickets. So, we only flattened his tires, instead.
Only kidding.
The house sure seemed empty around mid·afternoon
after everyone had packed up and gone. The cars were
gone, my friends were gone, the noise was gone, but
worst of all, my new kite collection was gone.
After all was said and done, these are the things I'll reo
member: It was a lot of work, it was well worth it, it was
a lot of fun, it was a learning experience, it was a time to
be with friends, and it was a time of sadness. Whenever I
go to something like thiS, I get to see my extended family,
but when it's over and time to go home, it is a sad time
for me.
Well, I know I've been long-winded again, but I wanted
those of you who couldn't come to know that you missed
one heck of a great kitemaking retreat. I think we
should do this again real soon. I would also like to send a
big thank you to all who donated items for the raffle, to
those who helped in the kitchen, and to all who attended
and showed your support. It wouldn't happen without
you! Thanks to Susan & David Gomberg for housing the
Gibians.
Also a reminder to pin collectors. There are still lots of
pins left from the retreat. If interested, call me.
See you all soon on the flying field. Color your sky with
kites.
•

for Region 9.
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Region 11
Northern California
Tom McA lister, Regional Director

Happy New Year, everyone! It's time to prepare for a new
season of kite flying. First, the bad news. I am sorry to
report that two events in our region have been canceled,
the Redwood Coast Kite Festival and the Fairfield
Kite Festival. I met my first kite celebrity (George Ham)
at Fairfield and the tarmac in Eureka would have been a
great buggy spot. While Fairfield seems truly gone, Dusty
Smith hopes to revive the RCKF in 1995.
Now for the good news. Get ready to kick off the season at
The Great Central Valley Kite Fly and Air Fair on

April 9-10. Located in Visalia, it is one of the best kite par·
ties of the year. Don't be fooled by the new name; it will be
the same fun party everyone has come to expect at Ron &
Sandy Gibian's event.
The usually slow kite month of January was invigorated
by the first ever International Buggy Boogie Thang at
Ivanpah Dry Lake on the California-Nevada border. It was
one of the funnest kiting events I've been to in a long time.
I had a small taste of buggying (about 10 minutes on grass)
at Visalia last year, but it did not prepare me for the experi
ence of buggying across mile after mile-of flaaaat, smooooth
lake bed at Ivanpah with a collection of the best buggyers

LEARN TO FLY
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Introducing:
FLIG HT SCHOOL

by Master Class Co!11)8titor & Instructor

Dodd Gross
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Beginner - Advanced
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Roller Kiti ng · Buggying
I ndoor Flying (set to music)
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in the world. If there is a buggy heaven, this has got to be
it. Many thanks to Corey Jensen and everyone else re
sponsible for the event. A word of advice to those who
missed the Thang: Don't miss the next one. (Hey, Corey!
How about a couple of days buggying right after Visalia?
We'd already be halfway to the lake.)
I had not been to that part of the world in over 20 years
and had forgotten the simple beauty of the high desert.
When I was 9 years old, my family would make weekend
trips to "Fly-ins" at various dry lakes in Southern Califor
nia and Nevada to test experimental aircraft such as
gyrocopters. Looking back, it seems these events were
filled with colorful personalities and hour upon hour of
looking at other people's "home-builts," admiring their
craftsmanship, ingenuity, and artistry. Of course, it was
also where we did our "research." This must have been
where I acquired my love of flying things, which inevita
bly led me to kiting. And now more than 20 years later,
kiting has led me back in time to a desert filled with color
ful personalities, where I spend hour upon hour admiring
the craftsmanship, ingenuity, and artistry of modern kite
builders. Back to where, for me, perhaps, it all began.
It has always puzzled me how looking forward in this life
we are never quite able to see where we are gOing, but
when we look back, everything seems to make so much
sense. I wonder if those old gyrocopter wheels in the back
of my dad's garage would work on my new buggy?
Our region has an exciting year ahead. And while I still
don't know where I am going, here's a list of upcoming
events so you can plan your weekends:
April 9-10 The Great Central Valley Kite Fly and Air Fair
Visalia, Ron & Sandy Gibian (209) 627-5149
April 24 Fisherman' s Festiva� Bodega Bay
Roma Robbins (707) 875-3777
May 2122

Wind Fest, San Ramon
Bob Anderson (510) 680-1596

July 2

Freedom of the Press Kite Festival, Bodega Bay
Roma Robbins (707) 875-3777

July 30-31 Berkeley Kite Festival and WCKD, Berkeley
Tom McAlister (510) 2755
August
(call for
date)

Golden Gate Challenge, San Francisco
Crazy Rodriguez (510) 724-724-8601 or
Craig Wong (415) 668-7285

Wkend Hair of the Dog Fun Fly, Monterey
after
Corey Jensen (408) 372-7922
Convention

•
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Walt Thompson, Regional Director

Worried about earthquakes?

Take your mind off the
shaking and do some flying to ease the stress that is part of
our environment. Many of us have felt the hundreds of
BIG aftershocks in Southern California; however, life does
go on despite our fears and concern for the future. We can
count our blessings and get away from the tension for a
while.
Alan Nagao's Paradise Cup Kite Festival was held

February 26-27. I'll try to get the details to report here on
this beaut.
If your favorite flying places are not convenient, ask others
and find new ones. I'll mention a few fun events that you
can look forward to attending.
The annual Santa Barbara Kite Festival will be held on
Sunday, March 20 at Shore Line Park. This is a small, but
fun, event held in a beautiful location. Come Fly a Kite,
Santa Barbara's premier and only kite store will sponsor a
fun day. Officially, it is called Family Day and is a laid
back, relaxed event. Neeta Khare at (805) 966·2694 can
give details. Events will include a fighter kite competition,
tail grab contest, stunt kite events, and special prizes for
the biggest and highest kites flown. As always, the young
est and oldest fliers will be honored with a prize. Hope to
see you there.
If Santa Barbara is too close to home, you can go to
Kapiolani Park in Honolulu the week before. The Oahu
Kite Festival will be in swing March 12-13. Better yet, go
to Hawaii the week before that and enjoy the Hawaii

Back to California for a Pancake Breakfast and Kite
Fly on April 2 put on by the San Diego Kite Club and held
at Mission Bay, south of the Hilton Hotel. It will start at10
am with a breakfast of pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, and
all that good stuff. Then an active day of fun kite flying to
work off the food. Being with friends and exchanging war
stories will be reason enough for coming. Generally, winds
are good at this time of year and there should be some great
kite flying. For more info, contact Dianne Martin at (619)
738-7013. Also, mark your calendars for the 2nd annual San
Diego Kite Club Luau and Kite Fly Extraordinary on
June 4. Contact Dianne for more information.
The San Diego Kite Club has set up their CATS rig (Contes
tant Activated Timing System) for weekend flys and regu·
lar monthly meetings. If all the bugs are worked out, you
can come by and see how fast your kites really fly, as well
as compete in timed events. Fred Martin is the chief engi
neer and will help you learn the ropes and tricks.
At the end of January, the first un·official buggy race of
1994 snuck in on the grass at Mission Bay. Dana Point's
own Steve Kent brought his Sand Lizard and Quadrafoil
down for the day. From what I could see, Ron Despojado of
Revolution Kite fame came in with the fastest times by
rolling down the hill without a kite. I thought I heard him
exclaim "...look rna, no kite" as he raced by and rolled out of
sight. Smooth winds.
•
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Challenge International Sport Kite Championship

AVE YOU BEEN MISSING the premier source of kite

news? Kite Lines is the exdting, colorful, authorita-

tive journal of the international kite community.

It's packed with plans, techniques, personalities, events,

reviews (of stunters and one-liners), in-depth feature articles

at Kapiolani Park, March 4·6. This way, you can stay in
the Islands for a couple of weeks and really party. Contact
Robert Loera at (808) 922-5483 for specifics on both events.

and unusual advertisements--all in an awarded magazine,

�_'-:'�io\"'!!��a�

kiting's standard of reference since 1977.

Don't miss another inspiring issue of Kite Lines.
Subscribe NOW!

" J WONDER IF TllERE/S ANOTIIER SlNGU HUMAN-MAOE OBJECT QUITE SO
AS THE KITE. KITE LINES BRlNGS

SPECIAL

LINE. IT'S

NOW AVAILABLE!

� IIiP,

INTERNATIONAL

SPORT KITE
COMPETITION
RU LES
THIRD EDITION

Rules Refined & Clarified ' Judging
Criteria Expanded ' Event Guidelines '
Complete Job Descriptions

'�I l' �

5.

AKA · 1 559 Rockville Pike · Rockville, MD 20852-1 651
(800) AKA-2550 phone or lax (408) 647-8483
•

•

auANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

OUR

us THE HUM, 'THE Musrc OF THE

MAGAZINE."

-Tal Streeter, American

sadptor and kite authority
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Member Merchants
Ala6ama

BIRMINGHAM
Windsonlr Kites
145 Lorna rook Village
(205) 403-0500
Alaska

ANCHORAGE
Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Ave, #156
(907) 279-4FUN
FAIRBANKS
The pel!:\'sus Project
322 Bias rive
(907) 457-1532
YUMA
�� ��il�::.:'tory
e
(602) .343-2434
Arkansas

EUREKA SPRINGS
KaleidoKites
1-C SRrin!Street
(SOl) 253 596
California

BENICIA
�tlF?�����et
(707) 747-9403
BODEGA BAY
Candy & Kites
1415 Coast H�hway
(707) 875-37
CRESCENT CITY
Kool Breeze Kites
299 I Stree� Suite 3
(707) 464-8 92
CUPERTINO
Kites and Things
Vallco Fashion Park
10123 N. Wolfe Road
(408) 255-6695
DIAMOND BAR
��� ���;���s.fr�i\� Kite Co.
r
(909) 861-8736
ENCINITAS
Reach For The Sky
345 First Slree? D-l
(800) 44-FLY H

FOLSOM
Trade Wind Kites
608 Sutter Street
(916) 353-1211
FREMONT
Renereade Kites
3769 eralta Blvd, Suite K
(510) 791-5666
FRESNO
rmance Kites
�ff�n�f���
(209) 227-4858
HUNTINGTON BEACH
The Kite Connection
407 Pacific Coast Highway
(714) 536-3630
MONTEREY
Windborne Kites
�lJ8r�9�W2�ow, #105

NEWPORT BEACH
Kites Etc.
�l41'�Vo��6nue
OLD SACRAMENTO
Kite City
1025 Front Street
(916) 443-3478,
REDONDO BEACH
Sunshine Kite Company
101 Fisherman's Wharf
(310) 372-0308
ROWLAND HEIGHTS
BFK
19306 E. Windrose Drive
(818) 912-1272
SAN DIEGO
Kite Country
566 Horton Plaza
(619) 233-9495
SAN JOSE
SUfaer Kites
47 Elmhurst Drive
(408) 252-2566
SAN MATEO
�f71!n�r� ;��erprises
rd
(415) 341-9329
SANTA BARBARA
Come Fly A Kite
1228 State St
(805) 966-2694
Moran Precision Aerobatic
PO Box 23801
(805) 685 7223
VALLEJO
Call of the Wind
107 Park view Terrace
(707) 552-4479
VENTURA
Village Kite & Toy Store
1�6�)�dS-g��b' Drive
Wind Wizard
398 Crocker Avenue
(805) 659-5654
ColoraClo

BOULDER
Into The Wind
1408 Pearl Street
(303) 449-5356
GOLDEN
Wizard of the Wind
13761 Braun Drive
(303) 279-5353

These merchants have agreed to give you a
10% d.iscount off& their regular retailpric,es

SANDY HOOK
Adventures Kites
4 Hemlock Trai!
(203) 426·9786
WINDSOR
WindfJIght Kite Co.
104-D U�Rer Broad St
(203) 68 -8766
FI rida

DESTIN
Get In The Wind
109-B Hi�hW1-il 98 E
(904) 65 -WI D
FT MYERS BEACH
Kites in Paradise
1600 Estero Blvd, E-West
(813) 765-0022
MADEIRA BEACH
On Air
206 -128th Avenue E
Johns Pass Village & Boardwalk
(813) 398-4472
ORLANDO
Krazy Kites
8445 International Dr, #112
(407) 352-2234
SANIBEL
T0l:s AhOY
20 5 Periwinkle Way
(813) 772-9685
SARASOTA
Kool Kites
2283 Wisteria Street
(813) 751-6427
ST AUGUSTINE
Beach Flights Inc.
6225 AlA South
(904) 471-9632
ST GEORGE ISLAND
Winds Of Atlantis
128E. Pine
HCR Box 115
(904) 927-2255
STUART
Windltmmer Kites
B & A arket
2201 SE Indian Street
(407) 546-7154
VENICE
Kites Plus Flags
100 West Venice Avenue
(813) 488-7756
Georgia

DOUGLASVILLE
R. Kites
POBox 2216
(404) 942-7538
HawaII

HONOLULU
es
ti��f:Ug:n��������
Ala Moana Shopping Center
(808) 947-7097
Kite Fantasy
2863 Kalakaua Avenue
(808) 922-KITE
LAHAINA, MAUl
Kite Fantasy
Lahaina Cannery
1221 Hono,\!;iilanl Hwy
(808) 661-4 66

BOISE
Boise Kites
1122 E. Ha�es Street
(208) 344- 844
NAMPA
The Kite Studio
6 O�den Avenue
(20 467-9555
Illinois

CHICAGO
The Kite Harbor, Inc.
435 East Illinois Street
(312) 321-KITE
LIBERTYVILLE
J.C Kites
197 Peterson Road
(708) 816-9990
MCHENRY
Creative Spirit Kite Co.
1706 Lakewood
(815) 385-6855
PALATINE
Chicago Kite Company
6 Soutn Brockway
(708) 359-2556
Iowa

CEDAR FALLS
Bob's R/C SU�PlY
Black Hawk Vi age
(319) 277-0211
IOWA CITY
FlrntDesigns, Inc.
21 E_ ashington
(319) 351-3271
GARDEN CITY
Robin's Nest
211 North Main
(316) 275-9775
LENEXA
Wind Wizards
12944 W_ 87th 51. Pkwy
(913) 894-KITE
WICHITA
Air Adventures
3101 North Rock Road, #105
(316) 634-1772
Game Shop of Wichita
550 North Rock Road, #42
(316) 634-0303
NEW ORLEANS
BI!;Easy Kites
57 Rosema? Place
(504) 482-598
The Kite Loft/New Orleans
1 pc;;)dras, #90.
(50 529-3247
The Kite Shop/Jackson
u
�.?z ���t Peter 51.
(504) 524-0028
Maine

FREEPORT
Old Port Kite Shop/
Northern Skytoyz
25 Bow Street
(207) 871-0035

ANNAPOLIS
Kites Up & Away
8 Fleet Street
(410) 263·4628
OCEAN CITY
The Kite Loft
511 Boardwalk
(410) 289-7855
Massachusetts

BOSTON
Kites of Boston
7 North Market
Faneui! Hall Marketplace
(617) 742-1455
CRYSTAL
s
t Kites
{�:� �����h�r�B�tve
(517) 235-4774
FRANKENMUTH
Kite Kraft
School Haus Square
245 South MalO Street
(517) 652-2961
IONIA
J & T Enterprises
2177 E_ Bluewater Highway
(616) 527-4229
KALAMAZOO
String Dancing Kites
616 Summer Street
(616) 385-3530
LANSING
Wind Zinger Kite Sales
4616 N. Grand River Ave
(517) 323-1666
PLYMOUTH
Kites & Fun Things
585 Forest Avenue
(313) 454-3760
SAUGATUCK
c ugstore
:t'�r �r�:t
�gfl857-2300
(616)
TRAVERSE CITY
gf���!����\e Co.
(616) 929-0607
ta

ANOKA
Color The Sky
221 Yoho Drive
(612) 427-9359
INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
Minnesota Klteworks, Inc.
1224 70th Street W.
(800) 854-3846
MINNEAPOLIS
The Kite Site
12081 Flintwood Street, NW
(612) 757-0061
ROCHESTER
TI�g�xford Lane NW
(S07) 288-0145
Missouri

ST. LOUIS
Gateway To Flight
50051. Louis Union Station
(314) 839-1604

-
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BILLINGS
Rush Recreation
1600 Main Street
(406) 259-6490
GREAT FALLS
Amazing Toys
319 Central Avenue
(406) 727-5557
Netiraska
\I

OMAHA
lM'J��ward Street
(402) 346-3607
PAPILLION
Deerl'ark Kites Inc.
106 N. Jefferson
(402) 331-9102
New Hamp-shire

HAMPTON BEACH
somethinloIn The Air
353 Ocean ulevard
(603) 926-5171
PETERBOROUGH
Blue Sky's Kite Connection
207 Concord Street
�g�W'iJe9�1:�a
ROCHESTER
k��S�����i���reet
(603) 335-3602
New 'ersey

CAPE MAY
The Great Atlantic Kite Co.
316 Beach Drive
(609) 884-3444
York

NEW YORK
Bi� City Kite Company
12 I Lexm3ton Avenue
(212) 472-2 23
PATCHOGUE
Ski Attic & Kite Shop
W
ffilJ��s69�0""
WEST HAMPTON BEACH
Bike 'n' Kite Ltd.
112 Potunk Lane
(516) 288-1210
N rth Carolina

ATLANTIC BEACH
Kites Unlimited
�\kj�����Non Shopping Ctr
CHARLOTTE
S & P Kite Company
3105 Freedom Drive
(704) 399-1190
KILL DEVIL HILLS
Wrlfcht Kite Co.
Sea OJk S�uare
(919) 4 28 5
NAGS HEAD
Kitty Hawk Kites
PO Box 1839
(919) 441-4124
RALEIGH
Kites Unlimited
North Hills Mall
(919) 787-4212
Ohio

CINCINNATI
��3��i��!'Road
(513) 533-0330
COLUMBUS
Aerial Pursuits
315 S. Kellner Road
(614) 231·1559

25

DAYTON
Creative Banners, Flags &
Kites
622 S. Main Street
(513) 228-5577
Oklahoma

BETHANY
Kinetic Kites
�J�) fi�I�'Midge

TULSA
New Heights Kites
6939 E. 71st St
(918) 492-2282
Oregon

BROOKINGS
Kites N' Stuff
605 Chetco Avenue
(503) 469·1937
NEWPORT
The Kite Company
Highway

0%fiX��g8�

PORTLAND
Paint The Sky Kites
828 N.w. 23rd
(503) 222-5096
SEASIDE
Catch The Wind
210 S. Columbia
(503) 738·0309
Kite Factory of Seaside
d
�g31���K'i%
Kites Northwest

ra6NW���

ST HELENS
Bikes Plus
1358 Columbia Blvd.
(503) 397-6463
THE DALLES
Break Wind Kites
720 E. 19th Street
(503) 296-6206
Penns)!lvania

BETHLEHEM
�uv\!:s�(W,�rf���:et
(215) 867-4999
ELIZABETHTOWN
h�f���?hFlr.�����reet
(717) 361·0740
GETTYSBURG
The Wind Master
m�Cgd3�'lfJiSburg Road
MIFfLINVILLE
Grandmaster Kites
222 West Third Street
(717) 759-3167
WESCOSVILLE
Kite Studio
5555 Hamilton Blvd
(215) 395-3560
WINDSOR
D.J. Sport Kites
RD2 Box 70
(800) 296-KITE
Rhode Island

NEWPORT
�J�¥t.IJ:��t�!��ht Co.
(401) 846·3262
SOutli CaroNna

CHARLESTON
Kites Fly'n Hi
The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
(803) 577·3529

MYRTLE BEACH
1MiE'g:��::d Street
(803) 448-7881
Texas

AUSTIN
Sky Delight Kites
503 Willow Street
(512) 476·1758
CASTROVILLE
Thrilquility Kites
1306 San Jacinto Street
(512) 538-9710
LUBBOCK
Ben's Kites
5506 Amherst Place
(806) 793·3772
Buffalo Beano Company
e
ve
��oy¥���l��
PORT ARANSAS
Fly It Port A
Avenue G & 10th
(512) 749·4190
ROCKPORT
R&R Kites & More
97 S. Austin
(512) 729-1291
Utah

SALT LAKE CITY
The Air A �arent
396 Trolle!: uare
(801) 531-7 34

PACIFIC BEACH
Hi-Flyers Kite Shop
55 Mam Street
(206) 276-8377
SEATTLE
Gasworks Park Kite Shop
3333 wallin ord Ave N
(206)633-47M0
Great Winds Kite Shop
402 Occidental Ave. South
(206) 624-6886
TACOMA
Mainframe Kite Shop
3340 E. 11th Street
(206) 627-1653

LE TOUaUET
ATEM
110 Rue de Metz
21 0561 58
LA PLAINE ST-DENIS
Overflots
191, avenue du President-Wilson
(+33) 1-42.43.26.45
GERMANY

BERLIN
Vom Winde Verweht
Eisenacher StraJle 81
(+49) 30 784 7769
'APAN

FISH CREEK
Fish Creek Kite Company
42

M�T�§�7'U

LAKE GENEVA
Aerial Stunt Kites
858 W. Main Street
(414) 249-0631

TOKYO
A & F Corporation
m��u��7�hiniuku-kU
0
MEXICO

AUSTRIA

WIEN
fly high
�:llJelli'�"1��aBe 16

NETHERI,;;l\NDS

BELGIUM

BEDFORD
�lf4e:l�!s�if}r���
(703) 586-6846
CHINCOTEAGUE
The Kite Koop
401 N. Main Street
(804) 336-5554
VIRGINIA BEACH
Jackite Inc.
2868 W. Landing Rd.
(804) 426-5359
Kra� Kites - On the Pier
1353 ill Dam Road
(804) 428-0753

OOSTENDE
Didakites
Gistelsesteenweg 586
(32) 59 51 29 55
CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA
KELOWNA
Dufferin Game Room Store
#820 Orchard Park Shopping
Centre
��J)��j"l�61venue
NANAIMO
&
Shop
�61Xe���I D���e
��c6�390-2077
(604)
PENTICTON
EVERETT
Dufferin Game Room Store
Four Winds Kite Shop
#119 Peachtree Mall
d
275 Green Avenue W
ii6hr1�t93"14
(604) 490-0699
FORKS
SECHELT
OlymdliC Kite Works
Pastimes
HW� 1 I North
5496 Trail
(20 374·5349
(604) 885-9309
KENNEWICK
SIDNEY
S�'s The Limit Windsocks
Pacific Rim Kites
& ites
8829 Portland Place
4415 W. Clearwater
(604) 655-7051
(509) 783·5769
VANCOUVER
KENT
Kites & Pup�ets Onlt
Cuttinf: Edge Kites
1496 Cartwr� t St, Box 3
27702· 28th Place SE
(604)
685-98
(206) 631-7449
ONTARIO
LONG BEACH
KERWOOD
n
��� Top Kite Enterprises
�o� fa�������:�
(206) 642·2202
(519) 247-3423
Ocean Kites
SAULT STE. MARIE
511 S. Pacific
Co.
(206) 642-8988
iati�:o���a��brfj:e
(70S) 945-7948
Gallery
ST THOMAS
lP:ols�thirt
�a�m642·3959
(206)
��r;:1 Kites/Gothic Design
"""
OCEAN SHORES
(519) 775-2527
Cutting Edge Kites
676 Ocean Shores Blvd NW
(206) 289·0667

NEW ZEALAND

KATIKATI
Katikati Kite Co.
27 Francis Drive
6407 549 1349
NORWAY

SWEDEN

SUNDBYBERG
ME Kites
Sveaviilten 21
(+46) 8·9 0032

Any licensed retailer
who is a regular
member of
AKA and will offer a
discount to AKA
members may be
listed here.
A registration form
is on page 703 o f
the membership
directory.
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Where It's At ...
Finding The

Kite Season is all year

'round and this winter
was a fine example. Of
course,
fall and winter
Forest For The Trees
here are spring and summer in "the land down
under". November started with a trip to Australia and the
Victoria Sport Kite Championships in Lakes Entrance.
On the southeast coast of Australia, below Sydney and east
of Melbourne, in a region called
East Gippsland, Lakes Entrance is
beautifully situated in an area of
coastal lakes and boasts a 90-mile
ocean beach. This little town of
5000 wants to attract a fair share
of the tourist dollars to their beau
tiful locale. An attractive ex
change rate makes the American
dollar seem robust in the stores
and restaurants, of which there
are an abundance.

....__�_____,.;...-"""______

by Corey Jensen
Corey jensen, Head
Buckaroo of Windborne
Kites in Monterey, is a
former President of AKA.
who submits an opinion
column each issue

Lots of things to do in the area. A
local pilot who does scenic aerial
tours flew me over the festival
sites and much of the surrounding
lake area. We spent a half-day
sailing the Capricorn Gypsy
through two of the larger lakes
(and had a major marsupial experi
ence during a brief jaunt ashore).
The Wyanga Park winery has a
boat, The Corque, to ferry folks
back-and-forth from town to their winery, and we became
regulars quickly.
Arista Markou and I went jetskiing on the local water

ways and took a horse-drawn wagon tour through the
bush with a bush poet as our guide. I buggy'd on one of the

OJ
SPlIT
lITIS

Flight School Video now avai lable,

More than just having Australia on the circuit for World
Cup, the opportunity is to use kiting as an economic stimu
lus for a small community and as a tourist draw. The pro
posals went beyond the single shot of the World Cup to the
creation of an annual festival along the lines of the WSIKF
in Long Beach, Washington.
The local and state governments were very receptive to
our presentation and the fever has already caught hold.
The excitement is starting to build towards November 1995
and the World Cup. See you there!
KITE CHI is the extension of sport kite flying that incorpo
rates flyer movement with the kite. Start by turning un
der your lines while your kite does a loop in the sky. Prac
tice helps the technique and helps the odd feeling you have
the first few times you try it. After a bit, Kite Chi becomes
a regular extension of your flying style. Later, you discover
the real beauty of the game.
Most fliers rely heavily on their vision to tell them where
the kite is in the sky. After learning Kite Chi, fliers dis
cover their sense of touch has taken over and relays the
position information very accurately. Fliers build the confi
dence to use other senses (most of us have 5, some 6) and
incorporate more aspects into the sport of kiting.
Vision is also important when flying in a group, team fly
ing, or spotting people who are walking into the arc of the
lines unknowingly. Our eyes have more important things
to do than just watch the kite.

Next time you fly your sport kite, try standing beside a
buddy and fly the same space. Being side-by-side makes it
very easy to avoid the other kite and helps friendships and
communication. Try it... You'll like it!

Owned & Operated by Master Class Competitor
Dodd Gro ss ( 1 993 Eastern League C hampion)
Hand picked selection of the best Stunt Kites &
Accessories
• FREE STU NT KITE CATALOG,
w/Flight School Section

The pOint of all this was to demonstrate to the Australian
"powers-that-be" the international scope of the kite com
munity and help pave the way for the World Cup Team
Sport Kite Championships to visit Lakes Entrance in
November 1995.

Group flying is the last item for this month. Team flying
has received so much attention, many have forgotten the
fun of flying in a group. When I go to flying fields these
days, most pilots have staked out their own personal spot,
and they are dotted over the field like sprinklers. What
happened to playing together? Have we let our sport get
away from us?

KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE

•

local cricket pitches (with permission), and we were the
guests of the local Shire of Tambo officials at a formal recep
tion where we were treated to fine wine and food.
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Want AKA info?
Conference standings?
call the

includes dual - line instruction, beginner - advanced

AKA AUTOMATED INFORMA liON SERVICE

New Phone/Fax : ( 7 1 7) 246- 1 2 1 4 · FREE Order Line : 1 -800-296-KITE
New Address: RD #2 · Box 70 Windsor, PA 1 7366 Visa/MasterCard

(408) 733-4252

•

•

1-408-SEE-4-AKA
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PO Box 6881
Kokomo, IN 46904-6881

PO Box 143224
Anchorage, AK 99514-3224

6 Sunset Terrace
Chatham, Nj 07928

Prairie Winds Kite Club

Redwood Coast Wind Pilots

Monmouth Ocean
County Kitefliers

PO Box 31
McPherson, KS 67460

2306 F Street
Eureka, CA 95501

PO Box 685
Waretown, Nj 08758-0685

Wichita Windjammers
Kite Club

Lavender Winds

PO Box 5118 #464
Fremont, CA 94537

285 Euclid Avenue
Lynn, MA 01904-1964

Maryland Kite Society

Connectikiters

10113 Lloyd Road
Potomac, MD 20854

307 Pierremount Avenue
New Britain, CT 06053

Ohio Society for the Elevation
of Kites

PO Box 7254
Silver Spring, MD 20907

2160 Leisure Lane
Ft Myers, FL 33907

2115 Causton Bluff Road
Savannah, GA 31404
PO Box 11722
Honolulu, HI 96828
3071 Pualei Circle, #202
Honolulu, HI 96815

1912 Castle Street
Waterloo, IA 50701
2 South 730 Timber Drive
Warrenville, IL 60555

�� I��
I'

D NEW MEMBERSHIP

o I wish to register as a Member Merchant

o RENEWAL

o Do not publish my name in the AKA Directory

o REINSTATEMENT

o Do not distribute my name outside AKA

{

,

PHONEIWl (

Above The Rock

3646 Grovewood Road
Richmond, V A 23234

238 AlA Yamada Onna Son
Okinawa, 904-04

Membership Dues

SPONSOR

KfrlNG via IstClassMai/

1m

2 YR

3m

AMOUNT

100.

200.

300.

---

20.

(INCLUDES TAX-DEDUCTiBlE CONTRIBUTION)

INDIVIDUAL KITING via 31t1 C1assMai'
•

•

STATE

NAMES OF OTHER
FAMILY MEMBERS
CHARGETOt.IY
VISA I MASTER CARD '

Box 755, 810 W. Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5l 4C9

Richmond Air Force

39.

56.

ADDITIONAL FAMILY perpeoon 4.

8.

1 2.

-----

US 1 st CLASS MAIL ADD

1 5.

22.

---

(RHATNES LIVING IN SAME HOUSEHOLD)

8.

International Members e,lease adde,ostas.e as follows:

�POII�F

crry

British Columbia
Kitefllers Association

1442 Twinoaks Drive
West jordan, UT 84088

•

NAME

2266 North Prospect, #501
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Windwatchers Kite
Club of Utah

PO Box 20191
Cranston, RI 02920

MEMBERS HIP APPUCATION

Kite Society of Wisconsin

Wichita Falls, TX 76307

Kites Over New England

ADDRESS

PHONFIH

p.o_ Box 2010

460 Allenview Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

2062 Greenway Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28204·3316

3340 E. 11th Street
Tacoma, W A 98421

Red River Kite Fliers Assn

Keystone Kiters

Carolinas Assn of
Kite Enthusiasts

Chicagoland Sky Liners

306 North Guilford
San Antonio, TX 78217

16 Third Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015

249 Gladys
Ferguson, MO 63135

Midwest Wind Wrestlers
Kite Club

Pierce County
Kitefliers Association

The Alamo Kiteflyers Outfit

Lehigh Valley Kite Society

Gateway Kite Club

PO Box 233
South Bend, WA 98586

4408 26th Street
Lubbock, TX 79410

P.O. Box 25616
Portland, OR 97225

PO Box 580016
Minneapolis, MN 55458-0016

Westport Windriders

Lubbockites Kite Club

Associated Oregon Kitefllers

Minnesota Kite Society

Hawaii Sportkite Association

Pacific Science Center
200 2nd Avenue N
Seattle, W A 98109

2015 Crestdale
Houston, TX 77080

1082 Bethesda Street
Eugene, OR 97402

354 W. McKinley Road
Traverse City, MI 49684

Hawaii Kitefliers Association

Washington Kitefliers
Association

Texas SkyRiders Kite Club

S. F. Cody Kite Society

Traverse Bay Liners Kite Club

PO Box 7882
Everett, W A 98201

PO Box 234
Fulton, TX 78358

PO Box 262
Weatherford, OK 73096

1905 Eckner Drive
Portage, MI 49002

SCI - FI

Gems In The Wind Kite Club

Above and Beyond

Kazoo Stringfellows

KAOS/Kite Assn of Savannah

2101 N Steptoe St, Trlr 7-D
Kennewick, WA 993361061

2320 Yeager Street
Ft Worth, TX 76112

1951 Potomac Drive
Toledo, OH 43607

Oak Park, MI 48237

6625 Cedar Mountain Rd
Blairsville, GA 30512

Ben-Franklin Kite Society

Jewels Of The Sky
Kiters Association

Black Swamp Air Force

5120 Kite Group
p.o. Box 47257

Bald Mountain Kite Club

PO Box 9635
Amarillo, TX 79105

428 East 274th Street
Euclid, OH 44132

Kapitol Air Korps

Wind Watchers of
Southwest Florida

High Plains Kite Association

Central Ohio Kitefliers Assn

2283 Bristol Road
Columbus, OH 43221

Alphabetized by state.

1118 Barrow
Abilene, TX 79605

3296 Thornway Drive
Columbus, OH 43231

PO Box 6335
N. Plymouth, MA 02362

3555 jubilant Place
Colorado Springs, CO 80917

Wind Weavers

Captain Eddie's Flying Circus

Sky Sailers Kite Club

Phli Delta Phli

2915 Ozark Road
Chattanooga, TN 37415

PO Box 331
Buffalo, NY 14205-0331

Sea Coast Kite Flyers

2138 Cypress Avenue
San Pablo, CA 94806

Scenic City Kite Club

Great Lakes Kitefliers Society

2908 Tugie Street
Metairie, LA 70003

Northern California Kite Club

196 Homestead Lane
Portsmouth, RI 02871-4012

266 Elmwood Avenue, #301
Buffalo, NY 14222

Crescent City Kitefliers

PO Box 7977
San Diego, CA 92167

Newport Kite Group

Buffalo Flight Delegation

949 Gregory Way
Lexington, KY 40514

San Diego Kite Club

728 Central Avenue
Pawtucket, RI 02861

Box 1258
Bayard, NM 88023

Kentucky Kyters

c/o George Maurer
700 Cecelia Drive
Glen Ellen, CA 95442

For Chapter Club Info,
write
Chris Moore
Club Liaison Chair
33525 W. 743rd Street
Gardner, KS 66030
(973) 884-5777

Windblown Friends Kite Club

Club Cuervo Azul

3101 N. Rock Road
Wichita, KS 67226

ABCD Kite Flying Club

1 /92

Liberty Flyers

12944 W. 87th Street
Lenexa, KS 66215

6 East juniper
Flagstaff, Al 86001

�

PO Box 3770
Omaha, NE 68103-0770

Kansas City Kite Club

Route 66 Kite Club

"'_

Midwest Winds
Kitefliers Club

Hoosier Kitefliers Society, Inc.

Anchorage AJas-Kiters

•

ZIP

,

•

CANADA or M EXICO
8.
OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL 1 0.
OVERSEAS AIR MAIL
25.

15.

1 9.

48.

22.

28.

70.

-------

TOTAL REMITTANCE --EXPIRES

SIGNATURE

PLEASE REMrT IN u.s. DOLlARS.
SORRY, WE CANNOT TAKE CANADIAN CHEQUES.
Send this form with your payment to

My primary interest is:
Referred by

o Single-Line Kites

o Muhi-Line Kites
My local dub:

o All Kinds of Kites

AMERICAN KrTEFLIERS ASSOCIATION

1559 Rockville Pike · Rockville, MD 20852- 1651 . USA
(800) AKA-2550

•

(408) 647-8483

SHOW THE COLO RS ·

with Offi c i a l AKA Mercha nd ise
AKA LOGO CLOTHING
Red, black, or royal blue shirt with large red!
white logo on back & small white logo & letter
ing on front. Adult sizes M, L, XL, XXL.
Short-Sleeved T-Shirt
. . ....... . .. . ... ... 11.00
100% cotton
Long-Sleeved T-Shirt
Heavy-duty 100% cotton .. . . . . . .. 16.00
Crew-Neck Sweatshirt
. .... .. . . 18.00
50/50 cot/poly . . . .. .
.

...

...

.

... .

..... ...

........ . .

.. .. .. .

....

.... ...... ..

..

.

.

* Long-Sleeved T -Shirt, White! red logo
8eefy- T, 100% cotton, no XXL ... .... :.5.00
* Fanny Pack
. . . ... ..7.50
..
red w!white logo .... .
.

.......

....

....... .. . . . . .

CONVENTION GOODIES
1993
1993
1993
1993

Seaside Patch ........................... .4.00
Seaside MTA Gallery Pin ........4.00
18.00
Seaside Polo Shirt, XL only
23.00
Seaside Video, us or PAL
.....

.•......

.:'t- 1992 Lubbock Pin ............................... 3.00
.:'t- 1992 Lubbock Patch .......................... 1.00
.:'t- 1992 Lubbock Visor

.

.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........

.:'t- 1992 Lubbock Polo Shirt

L, XL, XXL

..

....... . ................

.... . . .. ... 10.00
.. ..

L, XL ONLY

3.00
Patch
..
.4.00
.
Cloisonne Pin, silVer metal
. .4.00
Cloisonne Pin, gold metal .
125.00
Nylon Banner, 3' x 14'
with telescoping pole ............ 150.00
................. ...................................

..

....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . • . • . • •

15.00

* 1991 jacksonville Patch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

Short sleeves, S,M,XL

2-color Window Decal ....................2.00

..

.:'t- 1992 Lubbock Hooded Sweatshirt

.:'t- 1991 jacksonville T-Shirt

AKA LOGOS

5.00

5.00
.. 3/5.00
1.00

.....................•...

* 1991 J'vilJe Coffee Mug

....

.

......

...

* 1991 jacksonville Cap . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

....... ......

.

.............

....................

AKA PUBLICATIONS
(Publication prices include U.S. Postage)
Sport Kite Rules, 3rd Edition . ........ .5.00
Kites in the Classroom .................... .5.00
How to Fly a Kite ...............................2.00
Manual on Kiting Events ..................6.00
Club Organizer's Handbook .......... .5.00
Comprehensive Rules ...................... .5.00
Fighter/Rokkaku Rules ..................... .5.00
8.00
Prof. Kite leaflet, 100 pk

SHIPPING &: HANDLING CHARGES
Patches/Pins ......................................... 1.00
T-Shirts or Videos ............................ .3.50
Combinations .....................................5.00
Overseas Shipment ........................at cost

THE AKA STORE

Stanton Hobby Shop, attn: joe Stanton
4734 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630'

Phone (312) 283-6446
Fax (312) 283-6842

. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*
1/94

means

Visa

PRICES GREA TL Y- REDUCED!

•

MasterCard

•

American Express

...___________________________�
Bulk Rate
U. S. Postage Paid
Non-Profit Organization
San Francisco, CA
Permit 1 1882

lIP •
7559 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Address Correction
Requested

