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The Voice At The Other End Of The Line ... 
A Kite's-Eye Overview Of Our Executive Director - The Man And The Job 

The Riddle Of Rockville Pike 

I f you go to the Washington suburb of Rockville, 
Maryland, looking for the AKA, you'll have trouble 

loca ting 1559 Rockville Pike. Even If you can find 1559, you 
won't find the AKA. Despite the address on the letterhead, 
Association headquarters is not in Maryland at all, bu t 3000 
miles west of Rockville Pike_. 

.-In the postcard-perfect town of Pacific Grove, California, 
within a quaint coastal home, is a small room that has 
become where th e action is: the hub of the AKA. This 
cluttered office contains three clocks - one with west coast 
time, one wi th east coast time, the last with British time; a 
computer, laser printer, fax, copy machine, 2-line cordless 
speakerphone, and varied memorabilia, including a banner 
by Lee Toy, a Hashimoto bee, and awards for past exploits 
from the AKA and the Kite Trade Association_ This is the 
office of K yteManagement, the business pseudonym of 
AKA Executive Director Brooks Leffler 

The Man 
In 1990, the Board of Directors voted to create the position of 
part-time Executive Director to handle the everyday 
business of the Associatlon_ To fill those shoes, Brooks 

Leffler was chosen. Now in his third year, Brooks has finally 
succeeded in making the job part-time - at least in the 
wintertime! 

During his tenure a toll-free telephone line has been 
established, credit card capability made available, a 
complete membership directory created, several publica
tions, such as Kiting, have been revamped, and new books 
published. Brooks designed/redesigned virtually everything 
the AKA does in print 

The Job 
In a typical week, the AKA office processes 80-150 member
ships, which includes both new members and renewals. 
Brooks opens the mai� enters membership data in the 
computer, makes bank depOSits, and keeps the books up to 
da teo Brooks receives 50-200 requests for informa tion by 
mail, phone, and fax each month: how to become a member, 
what the AKA is all about, where to buy materials to make 
kites; many requests are from teachers, students, and 
sometimes whole classes, with queries like: "I'm working on 
a presentation for my college physics class, and I need to 
know everythingabout kites_" 

The office provides many services to members; it fills retail 
orders for books, mails or faxes sanctioning requests, 
maintains and keeps up-to-date all Association lists, and 
provides Member Merchants with wholesale merchandise 
and AKA applications to stuff in their products_ 

In addl tion to meeting the needs of the membership, the 
Executive Director provides administrative support to the 
Board of Directors: meeting preparation, notices and 
requests for agenda items sent out, a final agenda compiled, 
and a packet to support that agenda (usually 20 pages or 
more) is mailed. Quarterly conference-call board meetings 
are coordinated by Brooks; he records such meetings as a 
backup for the Secretary. 

All these functions and services are very time consuming, 
yet extremely criticaL Maintaining the Association's lists is 
very important, since much is dependent on them: Kiting 
newsletter, promoters who want mailing labels, special 

Continued on page 5. 
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The toughest thing about 
this job is trying to respond 
properly on behalf of the Asso
ciation when good friends 
pass away. 

Some, like Paul Garber, Dom 
Jalbert, and Bill Green lived 
long, joy·filled, and productive 
lives. Claire Forster seemed to 
have been taken from us pre
maturely, and Cris Batdorff 
was a sudden shock. Everyone 
we have lost has been impor· 
tant and unique. But for many 
reasons, the untimely loss of 
Lee Toy, just yesterday, touched 
me in a very distinct way. 

Lee brought zest and vigor to 
kiting and an unyielding 
smile to everyone he met. He 
was always anxious to help 
introduce his passions to 
newcomers. Lee Toy was 
what kiting Is all about. I 
never knew him to complain 
or to say a harsh word about 
anyone. 

I spoke with Lee the day be
fore he died His voice was 
weak but still filled with the 
warmth, enthusiasm, and 
humor. When we return to 
the field this spring, I hope we 
will all remember Lee and his 
legacy: that there are great 

joys to be discovered at both ends of the line. 

Building A Local Base: I was talking the other day with 
Tom Dice. Tom's an AKA Outstanding Volunteer who re
cently moved from Colorado to Arizona and was feeling a 
bit frustrated by the lack of organized kite activities around 
his new home. Here's what you do, I said. 

Send a press release or just telephone all the local papers 
and radio stations. Tell them you're organizing a kite 
festival at the local park in two weeks. No fancy contests 
or anything, just a fun fly. Send a note to everyone in the 
area listed in the AKA directory. Remember to get per
mission to use the park. Then, on the appointed day, take 
your kite collection out there, stake them out, and walt 
to see who else shows up. 

These 'spontaneous' kite festivals are a great way to start 
a local club. Official AKA chapters require only five 
members and a photocopied schedule of your next events 
will keep the group going. We also have a Club 
Organizers' Handbook to help you along. Before you 
know it, you'll have plenty of kite activities and people 
to share your interests with. 

Other Outstanding Volunteers: Speaking of volunteers, 
you may have noticed in the last Kiting that we have recog-
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nlzed over 30 very special contributors from 15 of our af
filiated clubs. Each received a certificate and a limited
edition cloisonne pin. 

I'm very pleased to have been able to start this new ac
knowledgment effort. If you didn't see your club listed, ask 
your president about it Next year, I want to receive at 
least 100 names. In the meanwhile, look for articles in 
Kl11.!:lgabout these local "movers and shakers." 

1993 Membership Drive: If you're Interested in helping 
the AKA, the most important thing you can do Is help us 
sign up new members. You'll be helping kiting grow and 
also bring a number of club benefits to your friends. You 
may also earn free registration at our next convention. 
[See page 10 for details on all the rewards we're offering 
to recrulters.1 

Current Activities: Winter often seems like a quiet time 
for kite people because of the lack of flying events. But 
that doesn't mean that your Association hasn't been very 
busy. Consider some of the Issues we will be discussing at 
our January Board Meeting. 

We will elect our paid convention managers based on rec
ommendations from the Annual Meeting Committee. 

Both the Single-line and Sport Kite Committees will be 
reporting on proposed rule changes for 1993. Sport Kites 
will also outline the qualifying process for the 1993 con
vention competitions. 

The Flight Events and Games Committee will report on 
their effort to produce a non-competition activity manual 

A new Kite Art committee will be appointed 

Our new Electronic Opportunities Committee will docu
ment kiting applications In computer bulletin boards and 
networks, event scoring, and kite design. 

The Festivals Committee is proposing changes in competi
tion sanctioning that guaran tee minim um standards such 
as field size, safety, and notice of rules or maneuvers. 
They have also completed AKA's field handout called 
Professor Kjte and Th e Secret ofKjtes. 

The Nomination and By-laws committees will report on 
reapportioning AKA regions to better balance the number 
or members per region. [See page19 for a reportl 

Our Industry Liaison Committee will update the Board on 
proposals to monitor and report American kiting records. 

One of the more interesting proposals we will consider is 
the creation of competition "conferences" that could cover 
both kltemaklng and sport kite events. Conferences 
would be In limited geographical areas so that travel 
expenses would not be as big a factor. Year-end awards 
would be presented to conference champions. We 
might also use this process to qualify contestants for the 
convention. 

Because deadlines require me to write these columns six 
weeks before publication, It's difficult to tell you specifics 
about each of these timely and important projects. Look 
for details In future issues of Ki1l!Jg. AKA Is definitely on 
the move! 
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THANKS 

Just a word to thank your Association for the Outstanding 
Volunteer Awards. What a great idea! Tom and I are 
pleased to accept this award and the limited-edition pin. 
We have many people in our organization who deserve 
this award and hope they may be honored next year. 

Thank you again. 

Tom & Jean Sisson 
Seattle, WA 

THE BIGGEST KITE MUSEUM 

[Ed. Note: This letter was written to President Gomber.g.J 

Today, I have big news to tell you and a favor to ask of you. 

Shirone City has decided to build a kite museum, which is 
scheduled to be open in 1994. It will be the biggest one in 
Japan. A wind tunne� 3.5 meters In height, will be Installed 
in the museum so that visitors can see the test flights of 
small kites. Of course, we will exhibit many kites of the 
world. I am the chief In charge of eqUipment, collection and 
exhibition. I am now trying, with other members, to visit 
many kitemakers to collect kites. I hope that visitors can 
understand the history of kites In our museum. 

Now I have a favor to ask of you. We would like to have in 
our c�llection, kites by many world·famous kitemakers. 
Could you please give us some Information about your 
kites or send us a catalog which contains prices and hope
fully pictures? Maybe later, we will ask you to send your 
kite, or if poSSible, we would like you to take your kite with 
you when you visit Japan next time. 

Will you please help us 
make a good collection in 
a good museum? I am look· 
ing forward to seeing you 
some day. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Kazuo Tamura 
Shirone Cfty,Japan 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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This has been my first year in the AKA. From regional 
contests and festivals to the Nationals in Texas - WOWl 
Thanks for all the funl Next year is going to be even better. 
Best wishes for a happy, healthy and profitable New Year. 

Sean Arnote 
Kansas City, MO 

UNDERSTANDING MAN VS. MACHINE 

On my return from scoring the Texas '92 AKA Grand 
Nationals, I was dismayed to find the article on computer· 
ized contest scoring written by Frank Kenisky. Having 
personally scored eleven National Contests around the U.s. 
in the last 2-112 years, I was disappointed that Mr. Kenisky 
would question the integrity of all computerized scoring. 

I can assure contestants who competed in the contests I've 
scored, that my software considers the points he is con· 
cerned with, but also reflects a great many features and 

Continued on page 6. 

STAY WITH THE ORIGINAL 
BIG WINGS Series™ Kite Bags 

"WE COVER THEM AND CARRY THEM" 

M.L.D. ASSOCIATES· BIG WINGS Series Kite Bags 
1 Cedar Circle· Townsend· MA • 01469 

� WIDEST RANGE OF 
STYLES AND COLORS! 

� QUALITY BAGS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 

� ALL BAGS ARE 100% 
NYLON CORDURA ® 

CALL FOR BROCHURE & 
LIST OF LOCAL DEALERS 

(508) 597-6700 

We look forward to Yair 
comments and letters to 
the AKA and Kiliag. 
You should assume that 
correspondence will be 
published, unless noted 
otherwise by you. 

Send to Killag, 
P.O. Box 250657, 
Son Francisco, 
California 94725-0657 
FAX: (475) 586-5787 
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The Voice (continued from page 7) 

mailing;;, and membership statistics for the archives, et al. 
The job was supposed to be 20 hours a week, but because 
Brooks wanted to perfect the myriad responsibilities the 
job and organization needed, the workload doubled. "I've 
succeeded in making my own job a bigger one than what I 
was hired to do, by my own choice, of course," says Brooks; 
"to a certain degree, the more you put Into it, the more the 
work load grows." 

When Brooks first took the job he had no secretarial sup· 
port. Quickly realizing that he couldn't do the entire job 
himself, he sought clerical help from a local secretarial 
service - with the distinguished name of Amanuensis
which Is Jose Abarrlentos and his son Kevin. Jose studied 
philosophy at Harvard and created costumes for New 
York's Metropolitan Opera; Kevin is majoring in Medieval 
History; with their background they seemed well·suited to 
working with the AKA. They do all the envelope·stuffing, 
label·affixing, collating, preparing new & renewal memo 
ber/information packets; they meter and deposit any 
mass·malling. 

Additionally, Brooks devised the computerized registration 
system for the 1992 convention, and did all of the advance 
and much of the on·slte registration. The new system 
tightened·up consIderably the haphazard enforcement of 
registration requirements that plagued past conventions, 
and succeeded in ensuring that nearly all attendees and 
competitors were members In good standing. 

In December, a relatively quiet month for AKA, Kiting 
was given a chance to pull Brooks from his busy sched· 
ule. The following Interview provides a bit more dimen· 
sion to the 'voice at the other end of the line' - our 
Executive Director. 

How long have you been involved in kites in 
general? 

I worked in public 
television production 
for my real·world 
career. At the time I 
got hooked on kites, I 
was working as Direc· 
tor of Planning for the 
Public Telecommunl· 
cations Facilities Pro
gram In Washington 
D.C. 

As an escape from the 
bureaucracy, I would 
try to get out on my 
lunch hour for a little 
fresh air. I was deeply 
into salling then, and 
would have liked to 
have been in the Ma· 
rina business. Since 
there was no time on 
my lunch hour to go 
sailing, I wondered 
what else I could do 
by myself, that would 
use the air. One day I went to the Smithsonian's Air & 
Space Museum; they had a spectacular display of kites In 
their gift shop, and I decided to get something that I could 
hide in my briefcase, and on my lunch hour, become a 
clandestine kiteflyer. So I got a J5 Parafoll made out of 
tyvek; from the first day I launched it, I had a wonderful 
time. The only kiteflying I had ever done was on annual 
Easter trips to the seashore; that had been the only time 
I'd flown kites as an adult. 

So flying kites on your lunch hour was ... 

._ a cheap way to go sailing (laughs� 
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I got hooked in 1979. 

Why do you love 
kites so much? 

Continued on Page 7. 

It's almost metaphysical. 
It's getting ou t in the air, 
relating to nature - all the 
same elements I enjoyed as 
a sailor. Sending some of 
our soul up the line. I have 
all sorts of kites; I've flown 
many varieties and have 
made quite a few kites as 
welL When the wind is 
blowing strong here, I fly 
stunters, but I get more 
release, more repose, and 
more of a pacifying effect 
from flying single·string 
kites. 

What did you do 
before you were a 
kite fanatic? 

, 
T8Md 
Four-line 
kite fl in 
at its �es� 
Extremely responSive, 
the Tetrad will spin, hover, 
stop & fly in all directions. 
Easy to assemble. Size: 
34"x67". Choice of Colors. 

Jose Abarrientos of 
Amanuensis. 
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Letters (continued from page 3) 

data checks he's unaware of. My scoring system is based on 
sound programming coupled with a wealth of experience 
earned in doing, not talking about, computerized scoring. 
For example, his comment on flight order assignment is not 
only untrue but shows an incredible lack of understanding 
on how todays contests are conducted. For example, he 
fails to recognize the need to accommodate judging sched· 
ules, the problems of running two events concurrently, etc. 

While I don't claim to be a world class programmer, I do 
claim to have world class software, not because I invented 
it, but because I've been listening to organizer needs prob
ably longer than anyone else doing computerized scoring. 
Programming to meet the rule book is easy. The hard part is 
always in meeting the people's needs. 

While I'm sure Mr. Kenisky is sincere in his feelings, I'm 
sorry he didn't wait to gain more experience before casting 
blanket doubts on what many of us are doing. I'm sure 
when he has a chance to use his software, he'll better un
derstand the needs. 

Finally, please don't give up on computerized scoring be
cause of one person's concerns. Call around and get demon
stration copies of the software available. Mr. Kenisky will 
be happy to send you a copy of his software as will some of 
the others working on computerized scoring. Obtain dem
onstration copies and compare features. See how user 
friendly the software is and see if it meets your needs. Talk 
to the organizers that have actually used the software. 
Then you'll be in a position to see the value of using the 
computer to score your next contest. 

Although I'm retiring from personally doing contest scor
ing, my demonstration software is available on request 
from serious organizers. I'm also available to share my real 
time experience in using this valuable tooL 

Richard Peck 
LaCanada, CA 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES - PART" 

• 

In reference to Tom Casselman's "A Tale O(Two Cities" 
letter in the November issue, I couldn't agree more with his 
call for a new AKA perspective regarding our annual na
tionalconvention. 

Our revised by-laws are not much help except to state 
clearly that AKA's purpose is, «_to educate the public in 
the art, history, technology and practice of building and 
flying kites; to advance kiting, Its joys and its values, in all 
nations." 

The by-laws refer to the "Annual Meeting and Conven
tion," discuss the guidelines regarding the "meeting" but, 
make no statement about the goals or nature of the con
vention itself except that it shall be held In September 
or October. 

Kiting 

Perhaps that is why there is so much controversy about 
what the purposes, the goals and objectives, and the very 
nature of the event are. Is it a meeting? Is it a convention? 
Is it an international festival? Is it a national competition? 
Is it an annual, rather exclusive, get·together of kiting en· 
thusiasts? Is it some or all of these things or something else? 
What is it? 

I believe that the time has arrived for us to have a long 
hard look at this event with AKA's stated purpose as our 
guide. 

Why must it be held in October when families are heavily 
involved with school and work? Why must it be held at 
sites not noted for attracting large numbers of the general 
public? European and Asian events attract and involve 
thousands of spectators and participants in a festival atmo
sphere. Why can't we do that? It seems to me that we have, 
for a very long time, abused a golden opportunity to fulfill 
our purpose. 

To me, Tom's recommendations are a breath of fresh air in 
our stagnated convention process. Why not the 4th of July 
weekend? Why not select a location and venue that has 
built-in assurance of maximum member participation and 
high public attendance? Why not agree to devote the 
weekend days to non-competitive kiting activities like 
demonstrations, public displays, workshops and organized 
"fun flys," with AKA reaching out and welcoming the pub
lic to get interested and to become involved as an active 
participant in the joy of building and flying kites? 

With all due acknowledgment and praise for the many 
basic and fundamental Improvements that have been 
achieved in AKA and for the outstanding efforts of prior 
convention organizers, I believe that the time has arrived. 
It is time for us to decide. Do we seize this golden opportu
nity to go public, more aligned with AKA's stated purpose, 
or do we continue to reserve our only true annual national 
get-together for our own ego development 

I believe that Tom Casselman is right on target, and I thank 
him for raising the issue. It cuts to the core of who we are 
and what were about A hard look at that issue has been a 
long time in coming. 

Vic Walton 
Ansonia, CT 

• 
[Ed. Note: Walton ff �lman have been in vited to sub-
mit a by-law amendment that wou ld allow the member
ship to vote on the change they are recommending.) 
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The Voice (continued from page 6) 
Would you say it was stress-relieving? 

Sure, it was a stress-reliever, but mostly It was a complete 
escape_ 

... And you continued your sailing passion at 
that time? 

Yes, one of the things I liked to do a lot was fly a kite from 
my sailboat. Then I changed jobs and went to work for 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, but I really 
wasn't happy; I had gone into the business for the creative 
part of it, and ended-up supervising people and pushing 
paper. 

Finally a kite shop, Kites A weigh, in Annapolis came on 
the market, so my wife and I bought it (couldn't afford 
that marina)_ After a year and a half in the job at CPB, I 
was thoroughly stressed-out, so I laid myself off and went 
to work full-time in the kite shop_ 

Kites A weigh was lOSing money when we bought it, so I 
got into everything - wholesaling, creating and manufac
turing my box kites, 'Brooxes Boxes' -primarily to add to 
the income of the store_ With only one part-time em
ployee, I did everything. The kite shop became mildly 
profitable, but after a very pleasant five years, we sold it 
and moved to California 

Before an executive director, did the AKA 
have a management company? 

Yes; in 1978, when the ASSOCiation formalized and created 
a Board of Directors, elected officers, and adopted by-laws, 
the leadership was all in the Washington/Baltimore area, 
and the day-to-day operation was in the hands of volun
teers_ When he was elected president in 1981, Bevan 
Brown asked that the daily affairs of AKA be given to a 
management company. 

The first management company hired was the Joseph P_ 
Shaner Co, in Baltimore. The Shaner Company drew up 
the papers to incorporate the AKA in the state of Mary
land, and secured non-profit status/mailing privileges. 
The AKA stayed with the Shaner Co. for 4 years (1981-
1985). In 1986, a Virginia-based company was hired, but 
didn't work out; at that point, the Association decided not 
to use a management company, and go back to the volun
teer method of operation_ 

Tell us about 1559 Rockville Pike. 

The AKA's address stayed with the management com
pany from 1981-85; then board member Bob Price's address 
was used, until it was decided that it would make sense to 
establish a permanent address which was not dependent 
on volunteers_ Since we're incorporated in the state of 
Maryland, it made sense to maintain an identify there; 
every time the address changed, it took years for the mail 
to catch up. Liberty Communications Services of 
Rockville, Maryland, a mailing/ telephone-answering 
service, was engaged to function as the AKA's mailing 
address. So, 1559 Rockville Pike is just a mail drop. Every 
Thursday, Liberty forwards me a second-day air UPS pack
age with the weeks maiL 
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How did the tal/-free line come about? 

With only a mallbox in Maryland, we had no telephone 
Identity at alL I had the distinct feeling we were lOSing a 
lot of public contact because of that. I learned that the 
Chesapeake & Potomac phone company would not allow 
a California telephone listing In Its telephone directory, so 
that really pushed us Into getting the 800 number. 

Now we're printed in the Maryland Suburban telephone 
book, and listed with both Rockville information and 800-
directory Information_ The impact was immediate - we 
heard from the media, plenty of potential new members, 
and many other previously untapped resources_ 

Is the job a lot different than you expected? 

It's a lot more work than I expected. Just simply maintain
ing the membership records and the books would use up 
nearly all of the time rm being paid for_ Our President 
Dave Gomberg has chosen to put quite a bit of time into it 

as well; thus, he has sharpened the organization, energized 
the Board, and taken the AKA to another level Dave him
self said, "we're too successful for our own good, in that we 
have succeedetl in bringing a lot more work on ourselves." 

Is this a labor of love? 

Yes, to a sizable degree, it has to be. 

Describe a typical day. 

The office is an extra room In my home, with two tele
phone lines coming in, one of which is my home phone, 
the other used for the AKA and everything else, Including 
the fax and modem_ I carry the cordless 2-line phone 
around with me. The ringer goes on between 9 and 10 am; 
by this time, I probably have 4 messages from the East 
Coast, and I usually respond to them first. Working until 1 
pm, I then go out for lunch and fresh air, go to the post 

Continued on Page 23. 

1559 Rockville Pike_ 



by l.R.Tolman 

J.R. is a weI/-versed kite 
teacher, maker and 

especially enjoys 
teaching children 

to build kites. 
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Chinese Colden 
Coin Kite 
For several years, I've enjoyed making sImple little kites 
and teaching children to make and fly them. I would like to 
share this design with Kiting readers. 

The Chinese Golden Coin Kite has a square hole In the cen· 
ter. I write words on the kite and on the coin. On my kite, I 
write the Chinese characters "wu fu lin men", which 
means "may the five blessings approach your door". I use 
red cotton crochet string. red crepe paper tails and yellow 
paper for the kite. Red colors symbolize good luck and yel· 
low Igold colors mean prosperity or money. 

Materials for the kite: 

·1 sheet 8-112 in. x 11 in. of 20 lb. paper · yellow or goldenrod 

·2 sticks: 118 in. x 8-112 in. for spine, 118 in. x 7·3/4 in. for 
cross stick 

Transcendent. 

... 

. � 

Kiteflying is no ordinary experience, and we're no 
ordinary kite shop. Our styles and color selections 

reach far beyond the limits of all possibilities. 
Outrageous, stimulating family fun. (' . 

WINDBORNE KITES 
585 Cannery Row #105, Monterey, CA 93940 

Phone (408) 373-7422 • AKA Member Merchant . 
WRITE FOR RETAIL KITEALOG© 

Kiting 

I use bamboo from window shades, since bamboo skewers 
are too heavy for this little kite. 

· 2 tails: crepe paper at 5 ft.long each 

· clear vinyl plastic tape 

· cotton crochet flying line 

Construction 
1. Draw an 8-112 in. circle on the paper. Then draw a 2·7/8 

in. square in the middle. (Hint: s quare is 1·7/16 in. out 
from center of circle for each sIde of the square.) WrIte 
the Chinese characters as shown. 

2. Fold vertically on center line, making a crease from top 
to bottom. Cut out circle and cut s quare hole from 
middle. 

3. Open flat and place face down. Tape 8-112 In. spIne stick 
on the crease, taping over ends of stick from back to 
front, thus covering ends of sticks. Tape the 7·3/4 in. 
cross stick along top edge of square makIng sure ends of 
stick match sIdes of paper; agaIn tape over the ends of 
sticks. 

4. Tape the tails evenly spaced from the center spIne as In 
the diagram. Each tail piece Is taped on front and back of 
kite. 

'
. 

5. Tie flyIng string to spine stick at the top edge of square 
hole, make sure string is tied to front first, so when fly· 
Ing, the design Is down. 

• 
" See next page for pat tern. 

Tenth Annual fort 
Worden Conference 

Reserve your place now! The Tenth Annual Fort 
Worden Kitemaker's Conference plans to be the best 
yet. It will take place March 5, 6, 7, 1993 at Fort Worden 
State Park In Port Townsend, WashIngton. 

Master designer Randy Tom and England's Martin Lester 
will be the ,k€ynote speakers. New teachers and new ideas 
will join returning favorites, Rick Brown, Dan Kurahashl, 
Greg Greger, Don Mock and Kathy Goodwlnd 

There will be a banquet Satu�day night. Classroom space 
has been expanded, so more and longer classes have been 
planned ' ' ; ' 

Come join us for a weeken9:.of.le,arning and sharing mak· 
ing new friends and having fun; and creating kites. 

Volunteers are always welcomed and needed Contact 
Julie Gantt at (206) 784·2127 for your registration form. 
Register now, as space will fill up fast. 

• 
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1/8" x 7-3/4" 
BAMBOO 
CROSS STICK 

Chinese Golden Coin Kite Pattern 

5 FT CREPE 
PAPER TAIL 

TAPE 

a 

IB 

1/8" x 8-1/2" 
BAMBOO 
SPINE STICK 

h!!'-... . . . 
l3 
Pl' 

5 FT CREPE 
PAPER TAIL 

9 



not actual size I 
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Membership Drive 
Announced For 1993 
WIN A FREE REGISTRATION TO THE 
ANNUAL CONVENTION! 

Membership Committee Chair Genny Forsberg has 
announced the details of the 1993 Membership Drive. 
Prizes will be awarded to anyone recruiting at least ten 
new members. A sterling silver AKA pin will be pre
sented when 25 new members are recruited and the 
person signing up the most new filers between January 1 
and September 15, 1993 will win a complimentary regis
tration at our annual convention in Seaside, Oregon. 
Here Is a summary of the prizes being offered: 

10 new members - Limited-edition AKA pin 
15 new members - Certificate of Appreciation 
25 new members - Sterling Sliver AKA pin 
Crand Champion Recruiter - Complimentary 

Convention Registration 

Credit will be awarded for each new indiVidual or family 
membership. Gift certificates also count In order to re
ceive credit, the sponsor/recruiter's name must be listed 
on the AKA application form or mentioned on the tele
phone at the time the new member joins. 

The Grand Champion must recruit at least 25 new memo 
bers In order to be eligible for the prize. 

Results will be tabulated every two months and will be 
reported In Kiting. 

Genny reports that AKA needs to grow by 17% in 1993 In 
order to meet budget goals. Total growth in the past two 
years has been 32%. 

The suggestion of prizes for membership recruitment 
was made by Frank Kenlsky, who commented that it 
would be similar to the success of the Volunteer Recogni· 
tlon Project. 

AKA Membership applications and materials are avail· 
able from the national office. PrInted, personalized AKA 
gift memberships may also be ordered. 

Contributors to Kiting receive one of 
these great patchesl Articles about 
kitemaking, kiteflying, kite programs 
and activities are welcome. Kiting is 
published in odd-nlmbered months 
and submissions are due the 1st of the 
month before the issue. Type and 
double-space articles or send a 3-1/2 
in. disk (Macintosh format) in 
Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, 
Mac Write, Pagemaker or Ascii text 
file. Send to: PO Box 250657, San 
Francisco, CA 94125-0657. 
Fax: (415) 586-5181. 

• 

New from Drachen Design, Inc. 

The Dr. Paul Garl7er 
Collector's Seri85 
(3 pin set. each numbered on 
the back. One time production 
run/286 pin sets. Available 
retail only. $25. a set) 

Kiting 

The Peter Lynn Series 
......... 1 ..... (7 pins, Octopus. Fugu, Tri-D 

Delta, Myrtle the Turtle, Buggy 
and Peel. Centipede & Manta Ray) 
Set: $50 w/Lynn I1iography 
Single6: $7 ea. 
Buggy and Peel: $15 (2 pin 6et) 
Retail: 
Check your local kite store or 
mall order from the World Kite 
Museum, P.O. Box 964. 
Long Beach, WA 98631 
(206) 642-4020/Call or write 
(WA state sales, add 7.8% tax) 
Handling and Shipping: . 
USA: Foreign: 
Up to $20 $3.85 Up to $50 
$20.01-$50 $4.85 $50.01-$100 
$50.01-$100 $5.85 $100.01-$250 
Over $100 $6.50 

Air/Surface 
$30/$16 
$40/$20 
$47/$22 

Wholesale: Judy Neuger. What1s Up 
1-800-257-4222 
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"Practice random acts of kindness and senseless acts of 
beauty." When writer Anne Herbert penned those words in 
1983 she was not considering how kiters often fling whole 
bags of bright fabric artistry into any available breeze simply 
because it is there. Or how many carry kites in their cars and 
stop to join in whenever fellow flyers are sighted. 

A couple of years ago, on our way to Key West, along with 
Kathy Goodwind, Stan Swanson and others, we stopped 
along AlA at a cute little Key and flew some kites. Within 
an hour at least six other fliers had happened along and 
joined our Impromptu visual sky·song. 

When the ice cream truck pulled over, It started to look like 
a festival or maybe a carnival. Whatever it was, everyone 
was having a great time. The ice cream man even gave us 
some for free! 

The renewed emphasis on FUN at kite festivals is like a 
breath of fresh air. Competitions are fascinating, but not 
everyone gets to play and even fewer win. We have shown 
ourselves that both types of events can co·exist and in fact 
accent each other and are interesting to ever more people. 
Big and fancy isn't nearly as important as fun and family. 
The more we provide an opportunity for families to come 
and play, the bigger our club can grow. 

If It is true the more we play the more we learn_. then for 
1993 let us resolve to try something new that we haven't 
done before. Build a kite, build a train, teach a kid's group 
about the magic of kites, learn how to fly a fighter, enter a 
competition, volunteer at a festival, sign up new members, 
start a local club. 

Step over the edge of what you know into something new. 
My dad would say that using our memory was living in the 
past. Our imagination was the key to the future. Of course, 
if I had listened to him, then selling kites might not have 
been the limit of my imagination. "Don't do as I do. Do as I 
say!" was another of his favorites. 

I am learning a new skill that expands my relationship with 
the wind Many of you have heard I have discovered Peter 
Lynn's Kite Buggy powered by a Quad·SO and have been 
taking two-day trips to El Mirage Dry Lake in the California 
high desert near Edwards A FB. Easy access to a hard, smooth 
surface about 6· 112 miles long and 1.]12 . 2 .]12 miles wide. 
God's own gift to land sailors. I go midweek to have the 
place to myself and the experience is worth the 380 mile 
(each way) drive. 

These are no trips to Baja or Key West but still worth shar· 
ing. AKA'ers Ron Gibian & Chuck Abney made one trip, 
and Joe Hadzicki from Revolution Kites made another. 
The experience Includes the opportunity to go without 
boundaries, to read the minute wind changes with your 
entire body, and discover the true meaning of the theory of 
relativity._ The closer your butt is to the ground, the faster 
you feel yourself gOing! 

General consensus among attendees is that in a 15 mph 
breeze ground speeds about 40 mph are possible. A new 
buggy sailor on a quick ride is the picture of a thrill·finder. 
They often go by with mouth Wide open but no sound com· 
ing out so overwhelming is the physical thrill. We call this 
"exceeding the speed of sound". 

After a couple of trips the 
feelings become more famll· 
iar and comfortable and 
more sailing skills are ac· 
quired The beauty of this 
buggy, aside from the trips to 
great locations, is that one 
need only a local park or park· 
ing lot to access the same 
thrills without the commute. 
In·line skaters are discovering 
the same thing. Sailing com· 
blnes the power of the wind 
with the ability to move 
about without ending up 
somewhere downwind and 
having to carry all the gear 
back. 

Upwind runs are the first or· 
der of business. As a metaphor 
for life, challenges drive us 
forward to higher goals. Easy 
rewards often quiet our desire 
to grow. The effort to move 
upwind is higher, but so are 
the speeds. When you have 
had your fill of the thril� a 
much more relaxed down· 
wind ride is your well-earned 
reward Anyone in terested in 
coming along should call me for the dates of the next trip. 
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ANNOUNCING: A Photo Contest! The editor of this 
fine publication has expressed a desire for new pictures of 
this writer to adorn the page. Contest is open to A L L  AKA 
members. We will have lots of winners. Winners will 
NOT receive an unannounced 2-week visit from me. I will 
NOT teach your kids stuff. I will NOT publish any racy 
photos I may have of you. I will NOT stick you with my 
bar bill at the 1993 AKA Convention In Seaside, Oregon. 

'1306 Ingraham's 
10TH ANNNERSARY 

DELTA 
Introduced in 1974, on 
the Tenth Armiversary 
of the founding of 
AKA, and still 
hand-made 
by our founder, 

• 

by Corey Jensen 

Corey Jensen, Head 
Buckaroo of Windborne 
Kites in Monterey, is a 
former President of AKA. 

this kite will fly in just about anything but a flat calm. Now available in 
solid colors at $35.00, and several applique designs at $45.00, plus $2.50 
for shipping and handling. No collection is complete without this piece 
of kiting history! BOB INGRAHAM DELTAS • (505) 538-9083 

315 North Bayard Street, Silver City , NM 88061 
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Send for Free 

80 Page Color 

Catalog of Kites 

New Exhibit At The 
World Kite Museum 

The World Kite Museum and Hall of Fame in Long Beach, 
Washington introduces its 1992·93 exhibit, Kites In West· 
ern Culture. This show traces the technological, scientific 
and adventurous use of kites in the United States and 
Europe. 

How kites saved lives in World War I I; the kite's role in 
the development of the airplane; kites used for pulllng 
carts and boats, for taking aerial photographs, for trans· 
mitting the first message across the Atlantic - all are 
part of this feature. 

The hobbyist room is also new. It depicts men and women 
kitemakers from around the world and their specialties. 
One kite covers the ceiling, miniature kites fit in the palm 
of your hand, some are fabric sculpture and another play· 
fully drops teddy bears with parachutes. 

This exhibit, open from 11·5 pm, Friday through Monday, 
June through September and weekends the remainder of 
the year, lasts until August, 1993. The museum Is on 3rd 
Street N.W. and Boulevard. Call (206) 665·5744 for more 
Information. 

Get the kites you want from 

Into The Wind. America's 

leading mail order kite company, 

We're known for our unmatched 

selection and fast service. and we 

guarantee your satisfaction with 

everything: you buy. 

Sport Kite Specialists 
• 57 di ffcrent models 

·21 pages of Sport Kites in full color 

• All kites are performance rated. 

Everything for the Single Line Flier 
• Hundreds of kites to choose from 

• Kitcillaking supplies and tools 

• Best sclection of kite linc anywhere 

Into The Wind 
1408-D Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302 • Call toll free: 1-800-541-0314 

1U0/( discounllo AKA members on all reguhlrly prked kites an d accessories 

Kiting 

Professor Kite and 
The Secret of Kites 
A:t..A's new low-cost field handout Is designed to promote 
flying safety and solve the typical problems. Committee 
Chair Al Hargus says that the one·page, trHold brochure Is 
perfect to be handed out at events or Included with many 
kite products. ay ounger kids wlll find It particularly help· 
fu�" adds AI. 

Writer Corey Jensen and artist Glen Clccarelll teamed up 
to make the brochure both Informative and entertaining. 
It covers the launching and flying of both single-line and 
sport kites, provides addresses for other kite publications, 
and of course, encourages enthusiasts to join the AKA. 

"When we first designed the guide, 
we were call1ng it Mr. Kite, ex· 
plalned Corey. "Later, we decided 
to make a change, so it would be 
less gender·speclfic." 

Professor Kite Is being 
printed in large numbers, to 
be sold in smaller bundles to 
pass along price savings 
achieved from larger vol
umes. The AKA office 
now has Professor Kite 
for $5.00 per 100 and 
$40.00 per 1000, plus 
postage. ORDER YOURS 
TODAY. 

• 

Cary King Wins Award 
Gary King, chairman of last year's convention, was hon· 
ored as the 1992·93 recipient of the "Ingraham Award". The 
presentation was part of the Clelo Encantado Fiesta, a re· 
glonal kite flying festival held In Sliver City, New MeXiCO, 
October 9, 10 & 11. 

The Ingraham A ward Is named for Bob Ingraham, the 
founder of the AKA. It recognizes a person's outstanding 
contribution to the art of kiting. The award, a large, 
hand·crafted Mimbre Indian bowl, is decorated with a 
stylized interpretation of the Wind. This travelllng tro
phy is returned each fall to Sliver City for presentation 
to the next recipient. 

Gary owns and operates The Buffalo Beano Company in 
Lubbock, Texas. King founded the local kite club, 
Lubbockltes in 1990 and served for two years as its first 
president. In addition to serving as a summer kite flying 
instructor at the Texas Tech Museum, King also offers 
indoor and outdoor flying demonstrations and lectures to 
schools and civic organizations. 

• 
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10th Annual 
Hawaii · Challenge 
by Robert Loera 

The 10th Annual Hawaii Challenge will be held March 5-
7, 1993 from 10 am to 5 pm in Kapiolani Park at the base of 
Diamond Head. The top men and women pilots from Ha· 
waii, the U.5_ Mainland, Japan, Europe, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, and Thailand are expected to compete. In 
addition to competitions, there will also be demonstra· 
tions, entertainment, food booths and free kiteflying 
workshops for all. 

The Hawaii Challenge and its coordinators are pleased to 
have played a pioneering and supportive role in the devel
opment of the sport and notoriety throughout the kite 
world. The excellent judging, facilities, and operations 
management have earned the Challenge the reputation of 
presenting a quality event for the competitors and specta
tors. Because of this, the Challenge has attracted the best 
individual and team members from around the world for 
over 10 years. Currently, the top individual pilot and top 
team in the world are from Honolulu. 

Visiting the islands from Thailand, for the first time, is the 
wonderful seven-man Thai Chula kite team. in Thailand 
this ancient tradition has been considered a sport since the 
17th century. "The King's Cup" is the most prestigious an
nual competition in Thailand and has been won by the 
visiting team more than 16 times, making them the undis
puted champions of Thailand. The traditional Chula kite 
is, of course, quite different from the other high tech kites 
at the Challenge. 

The Hawali Challenge is the longest running sport kite 
event in the world and the first major event of the '93 
circuit. The Challenge has attained local, national and 
international recognition as a prestige event. In the past, it 
has been featured on the Gary Collins Home Show and 
was the cover story in the Smithsonian magazine. 

The Hawaii Chailenge is becoming more spectacular every 
year. Spectators are invited to come and experience the 
fastest growing sport in the world. Be on the lookout for 
special commemorative souvenir items for this historical 
event. The Challenge is sponsored by Kite Fantasy and the 
Hawaii Sport Kite ASSOCiation. For more information con
tact Robert Loera at (808) 922-5483. 

• 

Most people who like to 
fly kites alone, or with just 
a good friend or two, shun 
clubs and flying events. 
Dawn Williams, of Colorado 
Springs, is an admitted re
cluse flyer; however, she 
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doesn't stay away from organized kiting, she makes it hap
pen in Colorado. 

Although she's only been actively involved in kiting for a 
few years, her vitae is impressive. In 1989, Dawn entered 
the kite business with Dan Proebstel and opened Kite Sails. 
A year later, she founded Kitefliers of the Rockies, a kite 
enthusiast's club based in Colorado Springs. In July 1992, 
she took on the administrative responsibilities of Phil Delta 
Phli, Colorado's best tasting kite club. Last fall, Dawn met a 
long term goa� and hosted the first World's Smallest Kite 
Festival with Charlie $oUch. 

After a vacation from childhood, Dawn (Dave) Williams got 
back into kiting in 1987. Her friend and bUSiness partner, 
Dan Proebstel, loved kites and Dawn would bring him kites 
from Windborne when she visited her family in California. 
Spending time with Dan meant spending time with kites 
and the hook was set. 

Dawn and Dan began building stunters under the name 
Kite Salls in 1989. Their original goal was to provide a mid
priced kite to bridge the gap between Trlbys and the Top of 
the Line lIne. Although the original Sky Thunder Is t!ll in 
demand, there are now eight Kite Sail stunters. 

As in the rest of the country, interest in kiting soared in 
Colorado Spring'> In the late 1980s. After meeting other 
flyers In the parks where she and Dan would fly, Dawn 
founded the KitefJiers of the Rockies in 1990. She wanted to 
provide a forum where people could share Ideas and learn 
about new developments in kite craft. The solitary flyer 
gained an entourage. 

By 1990, Dawn began to attend workshops and festivals 
and to Immerse herself in kiting. In Junction, Texas, Dawn 
quite testing the water and fell off the deep end - she came 
under the influence of several kltemakers, but most notice· 
ably Charlie $oUch. 

Along with new stunters, a series of handmade miniature 
kites, the Itsy Bitsy, entered the Kite Sails catalog in 1991. 

Continued on Page 26 . 

AKA � Manuals a nd 

Rulebooks were voted 

best media presenta
tion, 1992, by the Kite 

Trade Association a t  

their annual con ven tion 

this month. 

by Kelly Morrison 

Kelly is a founding member 
of Colorado's kite e/W, Phli 
Delta Phli and a past 
eontribut or to KillcJg. 

Each issue we will 
feature one of the 
"outstanding 
voill/teers" that were 
listed in the November 
1992 issue. 



Editor's Note: The events 
listed in the calendar are 

accurate to the best of 011 
knowledge. Event dates are 

subject to change and we 
recommend that you call 

ahead 

To list an event in the 
calendar, please send by 

the first of the month 
preceding publication. It is 

important to include event 
location with city and 

state, time, contact name, 
orea code and phone 

number. Send to: 
KIIIMi 

C/O PATRICE MCFADDEN 
P.O. BOX 250657 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94125-0657 

PHONE AND FAX: 
(475) 586-5181 
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17 Northampton Kitefiiers Kite Fly 
Amherst, MA. U-Mass Stadium 
C: Dorothea Szabo (413) 586-6141 

17 Newport Kite Group Kite Fly 
Newport, RI. Brenton Point State Park 
C: Tony Bisbano (401) 683-1742 

23 Westport Windriders Fun Fly 
Westport, W A. Twin Harbors State Park 
C: Pic-A-Patch Kites (206) 268-0877 

24 Chlcagoland Sky Liners Winterfest 
Chicago, IL. Ned Brown Woods 
C: Pat Sotich (312) 735-1353 

30- 6th Annual Winter Festival 
31 Quebec, Canada. Milles-iles River 

C: Francoise Trudal (S14) 272-2558 

31 Stunt Kite Workshop w/Reed Richards, Jr. 
Stone Mountain, GA. at Wendy Nesheim's house. 
C: Wendy Nesheim (404) 938-2201 

February 
6 Newport Kite Group Kite Fly 

Newport, RI. Brenton Point State Park 
C: Tony Bisbano (401) 683-1742 

7 SCI-FI Fun Fly 
Everett, W A. Marine Park 
C: Robin Haas (206) 670-3963 

13 Chlcagoland Sky Liners Club Fly 
Chicago, IL. Ned Brown Woods 
C: Pat Sotich (312) 735-1353 

13 Peninsula Filers Fun Fly 
Long Beach, W A. Bolstad Street Access 
C: Long Beach Kites (206) 642-2202 

14 Kansas City Kite Club Sweetheart Fly 
Lenexa, KS. Johnson Community College 
C: Carolyn Moore (913) 894-5483 

14 PhIl Delta PhIl Club Fly 
Colorado Springs, CO. Location to be announced 
C: Dave Williams (719) 596-2332 

14 Kite Train Building Workshop 
Long Beach, W A. City Hall 1 pm 
C: Mary LaFave (206) 665-5092 

14 Ben Franklln Kite Society Fun Fly 
Richland, W A. Columbia Point Marina Park 
C: Greg Greger (509) 943-3951 

17 Northampton Kitefiiers Kite Fly 
Amherst, MA. U·Mass Stadium 1-4 pm 
C: Dorothea Szabo (413) 586-6141 

Kiting 

20 11th Annual Citywide Kite Workshop & Show 
Austin, TX. Northwest Recreation Center 
C: Richard Robertson (512) 453-7174 

20- Southeast Stunt Kite Championships 
21 Miami Beach, FL 

C: Roger Chewning (215) 736·3715 

21 Phil Delta Phil Club Fly 
Denver, CO. Location to be announced 
C: Dave Williams {719} 596-2332 

21 Newport Kite Group Kite Fly 
Newport, RI. Brenton Point State Park 
C: Tony Bisbano (401) 683-1742 

28 Chicagoland Sky Liners Winterfest n 
Chicago, IL Ned Brown Woods 
C: Pat Sotich {312} 735-1353 

March 
50 Fort Worden Kitemaker's Conference 
7 Port Townsend, WA. Ft. Worden State Park 

C: Julie Gantt (206) 784-2127 

6- KAOS Stunt Kite Championships 
7 Savannah, GA. Tybee Island 

C: Pat (912) 232-7201 

7 Ben Franklln Kite Society Fun Fly 
Richland, W A. Columbia Point Marina Park 
C: Greg Greger (509) 943-3951 

12· Midwest Area Kite Enthusiasts Retreat 
14 Oregon, IL. Larado-Taft Campus 

C: Mike Steele (708) 428-0516 

13 Peninsula Filers Fun Fly 
Long Beach, W A. Bolstad Street Access 
C: Long Beach Kites (206) 642-2202 

14 65th Annual Zilker Kite Festival 
Austin, TX. (Rain date 3/31) 
C: Richard Robertson (512) 453-7174 

14 Ben Franklln Kite Society Fun Fly 
Richland, W A. Columbia Point Marina Park 
C: Greg Greger (509) 943-3951 

28 Kansas City Kite Club Fly 
Lenexa, KS. Johnson Community College 
C: Carolyn Moore (913) 894-5483 
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20 Spring Fun Fly 
Spokane, W A. Franklin Park 
C: Colors On The Wind (206) 325-KITE 

:) , 

21 Lee Toy Memorial Fly 
San Francisco, CA_ Marina Green 
C: George Ham (415) 552-0836 

11 Annual Kite Store Easter Fly 
21 6th Annual Waco Wind Fest Denver, CO_ Cranmer Park 

Waco, TX- C: Dave Wllliams (719) 596-2332 
C: David Wllliams (817) 932-6132 

15 2nd Annual Bllis Blementary Kite Fly 
27 Fun Fly and Bxpo Denver, CO_ 

Lancaster, CA Lancaster aty Park C: Marie Moon (303) 756-8363 
C: Jon Small (805) 943-6860 

20- China - Weifang Festival Tour 
27 Westport Windriders Fun Fly 5/1 Departs from Seattle, W A_ 

Westport, WA_ Twin Harbors State Park C: Dorothea Checkley (206) 284-5350 
C: Pic-A-Patch Kites (206) 268-0877 

24 Quartz Hill Kite Festival 
27- 3rd Annual Bureka Springs Kite Festival Quartz H!ll, CA. High School 
28 Eureka Springs, AR C: (805) 943-6860 

C: Steve & Linda Rogers (501) 253-6596 
24 5th Annual Bellevue Kite Day 

27- Kite Aerial Photography Workshop Bellevue, W A. Downtown Bellevue Park 
28 Long Beach, W A_ City Hall C: Darryl Stephlson (206) 432·1931 

C: Mary Lafave (206) 665-5092 
24 9th Annual Boise Kite Festival 

28 Kansas City Kite Club Fly Boise, ID. Ann Morrison Park 
Lenexa, KS. Johnson Community College C: (208) 336-2038 
C: Carolyn Moore (913) 894-5483 

24 Westport Windriders Fun Fly 

April Westport, W A. Twin Harbors State Park 
C: Plc-A-Patch Kites (206) 268-0877 

24- 7th Annual Kiona Winery Barrel Opening 
3- Kite Bxhlblt 25 and Kite Fly 
512 Seattle, W A. Convention Center Benton City, W A. Kiona Winery 

C: Tom Sisson (206) 725-3615 C: Larry lilar (509) 736-0719 

3- Old Dominion Stunt Kite Championship 24- Historial Kites Fly & Workshop 
4 Herndon, VA. 25 Long Beach, W A. City Hall 

C: Sherrie Arnold (301) 206-8482 or (703) 765-5668 C: Mary lafave (206) 665-5092 

3- 9th Annual Welcome Spring Kite Festival 24- Puffin Kite Festival 
4 Ocean Shores, W A. On the beach 25 Cannon Beach, OR. On the beach 

C: Mike Brown (206) 289-4103 C: Rick Talbott (503) 324-5070 

4 12th Annual Tri-Cltles Spring Fly-In 25 13th Annual Kite Fly & Frisbee Fling 
Richland, W A. Leslie Groves Park Lubbock, TX. Burl Huffman Soccer Complex 
C: Greg Greger (509) 943-3951 C: Gary King (806) 762-8553 

4 SCI-FI Fun Fly 
Everett, W A. Marine Park. ROGALLO FLEXIKITE 

~ 
C: Robin Haas (206) 670-3963 Original 1 948 stickless design 

10 All City Kite Show 
handcrafted under supervision 
of, and signed by, the inventor of 

Spokane, W A. Franklin Park 81 years age, Francis M. Rogallo. 
C: Bill or Connie Lester (509) 327·2829 Ideal for the collector. Red Mylar'" 

Rogallo Flexlkites 
Signature Model 

10 Peninsula Fliers Fun Fly Kit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5t5 

Long Beach, W A. Bolstad Street Access 259 Hillcrest Drive Ful� \ssemblrd . . . . . . .  , .  520 

C: Long Beach Kites (206) 642·2202 Kitty Hawk. \C 27949 .1Il postpaid in l.5./Canada 
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Region 3 
Penn-Jersey 
Kevin Shann on, 
Regional Direct or 

Yes, Region 3 members, your Regional Director has finally 
taken pen in hand and written something! A close race for 
this post has shown me the error of my ways. Although I 
have been very active in the workings of the AKA, I have 
been slack in communicating information of local interest. 
With the helpful prodding of a few friends, I will religiously 
write a regional report for every issue of KlJJng. 

As writing is one of the three things I most hate, I must 
plead with you to help me by sending questions, com· 
ments, and most importantly, overviews of events that you 
want mentioned in this report. It is impractical for me to 
attend every event in this region, so your help is desper· 
ately needed. Ralph Offredo, well·known kiteflier, competi· 
tor and primo announcer (also the first runner·up for Re· 
gional Director) has taken pity on me and written a synop· 
sis of two well·known events in our region. They are per· 

fect examples of short 
and concise reports tha t I 
will need to help fill this 

Trlby Duraply Stunt Kites 
column. 

In future columns, I hope 
to pass on members 
views on issues affecting 
our region. In order to do 
this, I must hear from 
YOU. Those of you who 
let me know what you 
want will get attention. 
And now, without fur· 
ther ado, I turn over the 
report to Ralph: 

Come Complete 
Made In America 

Guaranteed For Life 
Retail For Under $20.00! 

Start Your friends And family 
Off Right . . .  Start Them Off 

With A Trlby ! ! ! 

(][fO@W 
65 New Litchfie ld Street 

Torrington, CT 06790 
(800) 328-7529 

fax (203) 496-0267 
Please call or write Heather for 

a full color catalogue 

The Sandy Hook SKC 
saw action on the beach 
at Gateway National 
Park on October 10th and 
11th. Dave Baressi took 
advantage of the fair 
winds and good weather 
to post wins in MIB, MIP 
and ooB. Doug Laubach 
was the flier to watch in 
the experienced class, 
taking first in EIB and 
EIP. The action was hot 
in all categories, as 91 
fliers got the call in 14 
events. 

The International In
vitational Open Pea
nut Butter Cookie 
Kite Fly and Bake-off 
met on the boardwalk in 
Seaside Heights, NJ for 

Kiting 

Region 3 (continued) 

their annual fly. alan Turner, the grand puba and chief 
taster was again in the sticky pooltlon of choosing a win· 
ner from the many peanut butter entries this year. After 
tasting and deliberating with the assistant judges, every· 
one who entered the bake-{)ff was declared a winner. 
Charlie Sotlch, Kevin Shannon and Cheryl Gleckner took 
1st, 2nd and 3rd In the kite category. Blustery winds and 
mild temperatures were the order of the day for this ninth 
annual event. Passersby and spectators were greeted by a 
sky filled with a multitude of kites, colors and beauty. 
While on the ground, fellowship and the kindred spirit 
were in abundance. 

An article will appear soon in an Italian sporting magazine 
covering the festivaL Who knows, maybe next year It will 
be IIOPBCKFAB Romal 

Region 5 
South 
Steve Cseplo, Regional Direct or 

• 

Firstly, a hardy welcome is due to a newly formed kite 
club and AKA affiliate, The Scenic City Kite Club In 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. While the club Is currently in the 
process of getting established, plans are already under way 
to host a festival in the late spring or early summer. Those 
wishing information should call Dan Helton at (706) 937· 
2455. Here's wishing them good winds, much success and a 
big TAKa KICHn 

October brought the fifth edition of the Outer Banks 
Stunt Kite Championships hosted by Kitty Hawk Kites. 
While I wasn't able to attend myself, I did have a pleasant 
conversation with Calvin Mills who was able to fill me In 
on the happenings. A big·three type of event, AKA, Ameri· 
can Kite Magazine and Eastern League sanctioning, It was 
blessed with strong winds, in fact too strong, resulting In a 
wind delay of three hours In the morning while walting for 
the winds to drop to below 30 mph. Otherwise, the 
weather was good with temperatures In the 60's and 
mainly sunny skies. The requisite banquet was held at a 
local club Saturday night and spectator attendance was 
obviously up as in excess of 70 people feasted there. One of 
these days I will make It to the Outer Banks for an event 
and try my hand at hang gliding. 

November saw the Golden Isle Stunt Kite Champion
ships held on Jekyll Island, Georgia. The rains of the pre· 
ceding week gave way to sunny skies and pleasant tem· 
peratures for the weekend For the main part, wind condl· 
tions were good with wind delays few and far between. 
Competition was stiff In most categories with average field 
size in the mld·teens. This was the first Eastern League 
event that I've attended and was most impressed by the 
professional conduct and smooth organization. Entry fees 
for these events have always caused me to have second 
thoughts about attending, but after this experience, It can 

Region 5 Report continued on next page. 

« 
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Region 5 (continued) 

be said it was well worth the expenditure. This certainly 
wasn't the last Eastern League event that rn make. 
Saturday's activities concluded with a delidous seafood 
banquet and the presentations of awards for the day's com· 
petition. No doubt it was a fun day, yours truly having a 
bit too much fun and that explains why I didn't have that 
much to say when asked to address the gathering. Discre
tion being the better part of valor, it was better to say al· 
most nothing rather than ramble on, which believe me, I 
would have if I'd gotten going, so you attendees out there 
count your blessings. I'll have to work on a presentation 
and be prepared for the next such occurrence, I suppose. 

Sunday's events ran smoothly and saw the introduction of 
a new event, team train ballet For those of you not famil· 
lar with this competition, It features teams competing 
with trains of six or more sport kites. Team Dyna·Kite, 
with their showy tails, wound up winning the competi· 
tion and wowed everybody when they landed and re
launched without assistance In the middle of their routine. 
Given the show put on and the reaction of the crowd, 
hopefully other events will include this competition in the 
future as it is truly one of the most beautiful events flown 
and can only help to increase the appeal of kiting to the 
masses. 

Unfortunately, the single-line field never developed and 
the paudty of partidpants was truly disappointing. Those 
who did compete tried their best to put on a good show and 
my personal thanks are extended to them. The champion
ships concluded with the Rokkaku challenge. Total may
hem ensued as the teams battled each other for domina
tion of the sky. The Bald Mountain Kite Club Team ap
peared to have the best time of anybody exhibiting the 
true spirit of such friendly competition. They lost, but high 
flved each other after managing to cut themselves out of 
the sky. A hearty congratulations for a well run event and 
large amounts of gratitude go out to Tom & Sue Mason for 
hosting the event_ Looking forward to next year folks. 

Otherwise, the ''Rok-shop'' I hosted went well. The attend
ees got an insight into the intricades of kitemaking, my 
methods of kite fabrications and a 5-foot Rokkaku to boot 
The BMKCs semi-annual fly at Gainesville College was 
well attended by members with light winds the rule of the 
day. The assembled masses were entertained by a few 
model rocket launches in wind lulls, actually dead calms, 
as an aeronautical counterpoint to kites. At least, the old 
proverb didn't hold true; if you take out a kite, you won't 
have wind, If you take out a model rocket the wind will 
blow like crazy, if you take both, it will rain! 

Well, that's about all from the southeast this time. Cur
rently a kite calendar for southern events Is in the works 
and along with a questionnaire, it should be in the mail to 
area AKA members some time in the early spring. As al
ways, if you have something on your mind, drop me a line 
or give me a call. Keep flying and spreading the word about 
kiting. Keep safe and above all, enjoy yourselves. 

• 

Region 9 
Southwest 
Richard Dermer, Regional Director 
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HOWdy! No festival activity in the southwest since the 
convention, but clubs have been staying active with regu
lar flys, workshops, holiday parties, and the like. 

JOTS, the Dallas-Ft Worth club, celebrated Its fifth birth
day in October, with a well-attended all day club fly, raffle 
and auction. The group also held two successful workshops 
in the fal� a Rokkaku-building session with Rick Roberts 
and an Eddy train-building effort under Tom Ritter. Sev
enty 2 ft kites were built, threaded on a common line , and 
successfully flown. Club member Bill Ryan also conducted 
five workshops and several flying demos for teachers and 
their learning-impaired pupils in Dallas. 

The Wichita, Kansas Windjammers have been quite 
active. Their One Sky-One World fly drew 700 spectators. 
A joint fly with the new Mac Kite Club in McPherson, 
Kansas In November was a club highlight, with perfect 
weather, flying field and an appreciative crowd. The club 
also presented a workshop at the Wichita Omnlsphere and 
Science Center, and Is planning more, perhaps a permanent 
display at the center. 

The Fifth Annual Junction International Kite Re
treat is scheduled for May 28-31. It will feature the largest 
and most talented group of workshop conductors yet; 21 
different classes or presentations will be offered, including 
nine by foreign visitors. Early registration is advised; con
tact Betty Street, Texas Tech University, Box 42081, 
Lubbock, TX, 79409. 

I would suggest that all the southwestern kite clubs check 
in with me regularly. I frequently learn of festival and club 
events too late for publication in Kiting, but will happily 
share my calendar listings over the phone. (405) 372-6127. 

Attention 
New York Members 

Regional Director Suzanne 
Edison has moved - 1/2 mile -
to Greenwich, Connecticut. 
With regional reapportionment 
imminent (see page 19), Presi
dent David Gomberg has sug
gested that Susie continue to 
represent Region 2 until next 
Fall's elections. Any objections 
should be sent to David. 

• 
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festival of the Winds 
by Jan Mirck Kiting has really been growing here "Down·Under". Our 

recen t Festival of the Winds held in Sydney, Australia, 
was a great day for the 40,000 people who came along for 
the show and fun. 

Peter Lynn and his puffer fish, turtle and octopus were 
some of the imported highlights; along with a dragon 
and other traditional kites brought by a team form 
Weifang, China. 

Multi-cultural events included dragon dances, street the
atre, mime and other public entertalnment was staged by 
the Australian K1teflyers Society and their partner, the 
local council. 

Next year, the Festival of the Winds will be held in 
Sydney over the 11 th and 12th September 1993. If our plans 
are successful, it will include some financial support for 
international kite flyers. So see you Down·Under for 
Australia's largest kiting festival. 

/-jJ : I /""'-1 ' J'�--' : "I 
( ...... -:<;: _ .. ",,,--, ,---" ,-,,-_/ ... _./ 

• 

FREE STU NT KITE 
Buyer's Gu ide & Catalog 

Featuring over 50 different models in 
sizes ranging from 3' to 21' .  We offer one 
of the most comprehensive selection of 
kites and accessories from all the major 
sport kite manufacturers. 

Action 
Flexifoil 
JordanAir 
Skyward 
Crystal 
Top ofthe Line 
Highflyers 
Rainbow 
Spyrojet 
Spiderline 
Advantage 
AFC 

Chicago Fire 
It's A Breeze 
Renegade 
Gayla Wind Walker 
Peter Powell 
Revolution 
Wolfe Designs 
Kite Innovations 
Force 1 0  
Shanti 
Moran Precision 
Davis Instruments 

Huge Selection 
Best I n-Stock I nventory 
Fast Delivery 

For a FREE copy of our stunt kite 
buyer's guide and catalog, write or 
cal l :  

BFK 
1 9306 E. Windrose Dr. # 1 03 
Rowland Heights CA, 91 748 
(81 8) 91 2- 1 272 
FAX (81 8) 91 2-2585 

Kiting 

Lee Toy Dedication fly 
by Cherie McFadden 

On FrldaY, January 1, 1993 at noon Arizona time, Lee 
Toy's family dedicated a kite fly In memory to him. Bay 
Area friends - George & Marlon Ham, Carol Henry -
hosted a commemorative kite fly at the San Francisco Ma· 
rina Green at the same time. About two dozen of Lee's 
friends arrived to launch and fly kites in gentle winds and 
soft blue skies. Some flew Lee's creations, joining the other 
colors and shapes across the heavens. It was a bittersweet 
sensation to share the beauty of color, winds, sky and ca· 
maraderie - holding the knowledge that one of our friends 
was mlsslng.._ forever In body, never In spirit. Adleii, Lee. 

• 

Crove City Kite festival 
by Miller Makey, Past AKA President 

The Second Annual Grove City (Ohio) Kite Festi
val sponsored by the Grove City Kids Association, Crove 
City Parks & Recreation Department and AKA Region 6 
was held Sunday, October 18 on the C.C. Kids Assoc. soccer 
fields. This Is strictly a fun fly with a very minimum of 
organization. 

The field was divided into separate areas for Inexperienced 
and experienced single·line kites, stunt kites, large kites 
and spectators. 

To interest more people in the Central Ohio area In kiting, 
Adrian Conn of Windsor, OntariO, Canada was Invited 
to bring his spectacular, prize· winning kites. When 
Takeshi Nishibayashl (Nishi) learned that Adrian was 
coming, He decided to come also. (Nishi was the featured 
guest last year.) 

Another prominent guest and well·known AKA member 
was Craig Christensen of LakeView, Minnesota. He 
brought his usual array of beautiful, large kites and kept 
them flying throughout the festival. It was one way to 
keep warm. Millie & Dick Clark dropped in on their way 
back from Vegas. Their big RV was a very handy and hos· 
pitable place to warm· up. 

The temperature was at a near record·breaklng 38· with 
Intermittent sunshine. The winds were weak until about 
2 pm, when they became stronger. They remained strong 
for the rest of the afternoon. 

In spite of the off-season weather, the field was quite fes· 
tive with colorful kites windsocks and banners. AKA 
members, Art and Lorralne of Franklin, Tennessee made a 
special trip to attend. 

The many spectators and media folks were duly Impressed 
with the kites and the people flying them. This was Indeed 
an outstanding event for little Grove City to have so many 
kites In the sky and to be visited by kitemakers and fliers. 
Later, about 40 people spent the evening at Makey's home 
helping Nishi "Tokyo Tako Kiehl" (kite crazy) to celebrate 
his 77th Birthday! 

• 
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Redefining AKA's Regions - Committee Report 
The AKA By-laws were changed at the last annual meet
Ing to facilitate the redefining of the AKA regions so that 
each region has approximately the same number of mem
bers. The timetable for redistricting is as follows: 

November - Identify Issues the board must address, 

December 1 - submit articles to newsletter on critical 
ISSUes, 

December - contact clubs In affected areas, 

January 1 - submit report to Board of Directors, 

January Board Meeting - Initial Board discussion of 
Crltlcal lssues, 

March 1 - cut-off date for memberships for 
redistricting, 

April Board Meeting - adopt redistricting plan. 

PRIMARY ISSUES 

Total membership in current Regions 1, 2, 3 and 4 is 
what the total for three regions should be: 

Current Region 10 (pacific NW) is too large. 

Current Region 9 (Southwest) is too large. 

Current Region 8 (Mountain) Is too smalL 

Current Region 6 (Northeast) Is too large. 

fAST 
New England (Maryland, New Hampshire, Vermont, Mas
sachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut) is too small. New 
York and New England are too large. New Jersey and New 
England Is close to being too large, also New Jersey contigu
ous to New England? If New England Is too small then 
how/where should New York be split to provide a region 
of adequate size? 

WEST 

Pacific Northwest (Alaska, Oregon, Washington) is huge. 
Washington alone could be a region. Is Washington and 
Alaska too large? (probably) Is Alaska, with a historical tie 
to Seattle adequately served by a Washington based repre
sentative? Should Alaska continue to be tied to a Washing
ton region? Could Alaska be served by an Oregon based 
representative? 

Should Washington be split such that zip 986xx (SW 
Washington near Portland - 60 members) be associated 
with the region Oregon is In? This would enable Alaska to 
be In the region with rest the rest of Washington. 

MIDDLE 

Northeast (Indiana, Kentucky Michigan, Ohio) Is too large. 
Ohio and Michigan by itself could be our largest region or 
each state could anchor a separa te region. 

Region 8 1s the residual of what doesn't associate well with 
the bordering regions. It is currently too large geographl· 
cally and will probably remain too large after redistricting. 

ROADS TO RES OLUTION 

Once the Issues above have been resolved, then redistrict
Ing can move forward. 

Regions 1, 2, 3 and 4 would be re configured Into three 
regions. 

Region 5 (South) would have little change. 

Region 6 (Ohio and Michigan) could be a region by 
themselves or each could be the anchor in a new region. 

Region 7 (NW central) would lose Minnesota, Wiscon· 
sin and pick up parts of 8 and 9. 

Region 8 (Mountain) would gain Oregon and might gain 
Hawaii if Southern California has a membership surge. 
This region would lose some but not all of New Mexico, 
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota. 

Region 9 (Southwest) would focus on Texas and Okla· 
homa and pickup New Mexico or Louisiana or Kansas. 

Region 10 (Northwest) would lose Oregon and either 
southern Washington or Alaska. 

Regions may be renumbered after the redistricting pro
cess. 

Members with thoughts, concerns and/or comments on 
the redistricting process should contact the committee 
members (PLEASE� Steve Rubin at (408) 373-7422 or 
Richard Dermer at (40S) 372-6127. • 

� ra �  � �  
1993 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

February 1 4  
MAKING KITE TRAINS 

with Marleen Zilar, Larry Sweet, & M a ry  Yoshimi 

March 27-28 
KITE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

with Brooks Leffler 

April 24-25 
KITE TO FLIGHT: HISTORIC KITES 

with Jeff Cain & Rick Brown 

for registration information call or write 
World Kite Museum and Hal l  of Fame 
PO Box 964, Long Beach, WA 98631 • (206) 642-4020 

By Steve Rubin, 
By-laws 
Committee Chair 
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Power Flying 
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Power Flying 
Committee Report 
Since beginning the Power Flying Task Force In April 
we've discovered the many different ways kites are be
ing used for power Including but not limited to lifting, 
hopping, skiing (water, sand, snow, grass, and Ice) skating 
(Ice, roller, Inllne), buggylng, and with boats. 

People are using single kites, stacks, single-line kites, 
dual-and quad-line kites. 

So far, the one thing the committee can agree on Is the 
need for guidelines, safety, and the sharing of knowledge. 

Currently, Peter Lynn has submitted a lengthy set of 
suggestions in regard to licensing buggy operators. Addl
tlonal lnput has been received from Jon Renschreiber and 
Lee Sedgewick. 

MeanWhile, we're planning a meeting at the Kite Trade 
Show U an_ 5-1O� There Is much work still to be done. 
Your help is needed and suggestions are welcome. Con
tact me at (904) 373-7018 or fax (904) 37J.0744. Letters 
may be sent to Power flying, 836 N.W. 20th Terrace, 
Gainsesvllle, FL 32603. 

Below is the report that was glven at the annual 
meeting: 

There are two types of power flying: lifting and trac
tion. lifting Is defined as using a kite or kites to elevate 
the pilot from the ground while being tethered_ Traction 
Is defined as using kite or kites for movement In a variety 
of applications such as dragging, hopping, skiing, and 
roller blading. 

Lifting Is being done In a variety of ways everywhere, 
oftentimes Involving elaborate set-ups, expensive equip
ment, and extensive crews. Of the two types of power 
flying, lifting poses the most risks. The risks are Increased 
in direct proportion to the number of kites used Stan
dardization of the different systems each pilot has devel
oped would minimize the risks; however, that may not 
be possible. Of the ones reviewed, Dan Schwenk's offers 
the least amount of risk involving the use of a mast, 
ground crew, safety spotter, and radios. The mast gives 
the ability for the kites to fall to the ground, yet the pilot 
still remains suspended. Ground crews can act as spotters 
to prevent the pilot from hitting the ground through 
triangulation. Another safety spotter holds an elastic 
shock line attached to the rear of the harness. 

Finally, radios for team communication and megaphones 
to alert others are utilized So far, what appears to be 
compliant to lifting safety Is the reduction of kites for 
more controlled launching and landing, and a unified 
system that Is "pilot friendly", capable of allowing for 
margins of error that can be corrected In the event of a 
potential disaster. 

Traction kiting offers the most variety of methods 
while maintaining the highest degree of safety. The most 

Kiting 

FlyHawaii 
Come to paradise! Join the celebration! 

The 1 0th anniversary of the 

Hawaii Challenge 
Compete for the Pacific Rim Cup 

and Spirit of Aloha Cup 

--.... , March 4-7, 1 993 .,--
The Robert Loera International Sportkite 

Championship is the longest nmning sportkite 
event in the world. Come help kick-off the first 
major event of the 1993 kite flying circuit. Join us 
for fun, sun, and excitement. Fly in incredibly 
beautiful Kapiolani Park, ocean-side, at the foot of 
world famous Diamond Head Volcano at the end 
of Waikiki. 

Kitings' preeminent AKA sanctioned 
sport kite competition, the Hawaii Challenge 
offers the perfect arena for Novice - Intermediate -
Experienced - Masters Class flyers. It is noted for 
its superb hospitality, spectacular flying fields, top 
quality event organization and management, Bose 
professional sound, computerized scoring, and 
lots of spectators. 

Fly at the best with the best. Pilots and 
teams from Japan, Europe, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, Thailand and the U.S. 

March 4: Registration - Welcome 
reception and kite pin exchange. March 5-7: Day 
long competition, exhibitions, demonstrations 
with Awards Banquet immediately following. 

Aloha! 
CONTACTS FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 

HAWAlISi'oRTKITEAssoclAnON 
3071 Pualei Circle, Suite 200 . Honolulu, Hawaii 9681 5 USA. 

FAXlPhone: 808-924-01 48 

KiteFantasy 
Robert Loera 

2863 Kalakaua Ave • Honolulu Hawaii 96815 USA 

Phone: 808-922-5483 FAX: 808-922-9404 

Continued on Page 26. _iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_ 
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The Kansas City Kite Qub (KCKC) Is an active club that 
encourages participative Involvement In kiting activities. 
The KCKC primarily focuses on getting people together to 
fly kites, giving the camaraderie of like Interests and the 
chance for friendly competitions. The KCKC was loosely 
organized in the summer of 1991 by Carolyn & Chris Moore, 
owners of Wind Wizards. Officially, we became an AKA 
chapter on October 24, 1991. Although we are a little over 
one year old, we currently have a membership of 85 
kitefliers. Richard Dermer, Director of Region 9, has been 
very helpful with his Ideas and the spark of enthusiasm he 
has about kiting. Our region is now the fastest growing In 
AKA membership. 

The KCKC flys on the second Sunday of each month at 
Johnson County Community College and the fourth Sun· 
day of each month; we fly at various locations throughout 
the Kansas City area. The KCKC meetings are held after the 
second Sunday fly at Zarda BBQ. At first, it was hard to 
generate attendance at these meetings. So we decided to 
make them more exciting and educational. Cash draWings, 
swap, sell, or auction off kites and accessories are some of 
the many things we do now. 

Also available are workshops. Steven Dietz presented a 
workshop on single·line kites. He showed various books, 
spar and sail material, winders, and tips on construction. 
David Bui conducted a workshop on tuning your kite to 
achieve maximum performance and setting your bridle 
lines to coordinate with the wind speed and your flying 
style. Jon Chowning conducted a workshop about making 
patterns, hot knife cutting, interlocking seams and general 
sewing techniques he uses in constructing his kites. Lee 
Weldon conducted a workshop on fighter kites. Flying 
techniques, materiais, history, and competition rules were 
some of the topics that were discussed. 

Cindy McClellan will give a kltemaking workshop on min· 
iature kites In January. Cindy recently attended The Small· 
est Kite Festival in Colorado. We have a lot of talented 
kitemakers in our club. For such a new club, it is great to 
see so many talented people. At present we are making 
banners for ground displays. 

Media coverage has been great due to the fact that 20·25 
press releases are sent out to local newspapers, TV stations, 
and radio every time we fly. Ways to let people know a 
kite club exists is with calendar listings, columns listing 
events, and human Interest stories. Herb Weldon, David 
Bui, Chris Moore, Carl Hoppe, and several kite club memo 
bers have received newspaper coverage concerning kiting 
in this area David Bu� an aerospace engineer, was inter· 
viewed by Channel 4 and was featured on a special sport 
broadcast. 

The KCKC loves to travel. We have attended festivals in 
Colorado, Michigan, Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
California, Nebraska, plus several in our home state of Kan· 
sas. Our areas Is so new to kiting that we haven't had a 
chance to do a lot of competing. However, David and Chris 
have traveled to a lot of competition and are consistently 
placing In top 5 places. David took fourth at the AKA in " 

Lubbock in Experienced Precision and Ballet. They hope to j 
u 

partlctpate In many more in 
1993. David Bui has designed 
his own line of high perfor· 
mance kites and they have 
consistently placed In top at 
competitions. 
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Lenexa, Kansas is the home of The Prairie Winds Kite Fes
tival. Thanks to the efforts of Carolyn and Chris, organlz· 
ers, It is billed as one of the biggest festivals In the 
midwest. In 1993 It will be held May 1 & 2 This year a 
Rokkaku Challenge is planned with area clubs. 

One of the biggest thrills is teaching groups of children 
how to make simple sled kites. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Schools, Day Care Centers, and Church groups have been 
some of the places where classes have been taught. Teach· 
ing children how to make kites using recyclable material 
has been the emphasis that has been placed on various 
workshops that have been conducted. The thrill of seeing 
children'S eyes light up when they have made their own 
kite and take it outside and exclaim, "It flies." 

Kansas City Kite Club president, Chris Moore, makes a 
statement in our kite club application that sums up our 
feelings. "Not since the late nineteenth century has there 
been so much excitement and interest in the hobby, art, 
sport, craft, science, and technology of kiteflylng. As par· 
ticipants become more exposed, their hunger for active 
Involvement In the sport grows. This hunger is much 
more easily satisfied when there is an established group to 
encourage participate involvement in kiting activities." So 
welcome to the world of kiting! Let us take you back to 
the time when life was simple and more relaxing. Step 
back in time with us and enjoy the relaxing thrill of days 
gone by that generations reminisce about on a quiet Sun· 
day afternoon. Kiting is an excellent sport that creates 
bonding. No matter what your abllity is, there is a kite for 
you. So, if you are in the Kansas City area, be sure and give 
us a call and corne fly with us. We can be reached at (913) 
894·5483. 

• 

by Car olyn Mo ore 

Carolyn owns Wind 
Wizards kite store with 
husband Chris. 

The Kansas City Kite Club. 



Lee in 7988 at the 
Monterey Vineyard Father's 

Day Kite Festival, San 
Francisco. 

Lee at the 7985 
Convention in 

San Diego. 
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Long time AKA Member Lee Toy Passes On 

On December 28, 1992 Lee Toy passed away at the age of 
42 in his home in Arizona, attended by his family and 
close friends. He was diagnosed with the AIDS virus in 1988; 
his battle was long and courageous. I never knew Lee to 
complain, he always portrayed a happiness with life that 
made him so wonderful to be around, even when he was 
not feeling well. His kites showed it too - definitely an 
expression of Lee's life, he considered his kites a form of self 
expression from the simple paper kites he made to his more 
high·tech creations. 

-Patrice McFadden 
San Francisco, California 

Lee stayed with us for a short time during the summer of 
'84 while he was on tour. Around that time he and I 
worked together on a TV series about kites shot at Madi· 
son University in Harrisonburg, V A., six half-hour seg· 
ments. Lee was quite good. I will remember Lee as a per· 
son, sure of himself when it came to kites who found 
much of life amusing. I enjoyed the time I spent with him, 
called him my friend, and am now reminded of how spe
cial he was. 

-J Perry Fitzhugh 
Takom a Park, Maryland 

Lee was a real laid-back guy and nothing disturbed him. 
But when he put together a festival - it happened! And it 
always ran smoothly. 

-George Ham 
San Francisco, California 

Lee's newspaper winged-Box kite 

I always thought of Lee as my brother. He was a generous 
and kind person always wHllng to answer any questions 
about kites. We've donated one of his books to the local 
library to be hard bound in his memory. 

-Jell Kataoka 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

When we first met Lee, it was at a kite fly on the Marina 
Green in the mid-seventies. He was flying a train of single
line kites and was talking to several people about his love 
of building and flying kites. For the next 10 years, Lee 
helped us produce many kite festivals and even designed 
the floor plan for our main store. The last time we saw Lee 
was at the 1992 Eureka Festival; there he was doing the 
same thing - his love of people and kites still an expression 
of his spirit and his gift to all of us. 

-Michael 6' Ch erie McFadden 
San Mateo, California 

I remember when Lee and I would joke about him always 
saying, 'Kites are my life: I felt that Lee's life was in his 
kites, and through them Lee would always find a way to 
connect in a variety of ways to a diverse group of people in 
and out of the kiting community. 

-Carol Henry 
San FranCiSCO, California 

Lee Toy was everyone's friend. He was a real appreciator. 
We will miss him. 

- Valerie Govig 
Randallstown, Maryland 
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office, return about 2:30, and work until about 7 pm. After 
dinner, I relax; then work some more at the computer from 
9 'til 11 pm - 5 days a week. 

How many calls do you get a day? 

Between 15 and 25 calls a day. I'm never lacking for conver
sation, because kitefliers love to talk on the phone! Calls 
vary in nature, but many are from people who want infor
mation on ho\y to become a member, calls from the media 
(usually in the Spring), a number of requests about upcom· 
ing events, inquiries from members who haven't gotten 
their membership card, have a change of address, or want 
to order various manuals. Fax traffic is about 2·3 faxes a 
day. 

Do you like to work at home? 

It has its pluses and minuses; It requires that you exercise a 
lot more self-discipline. I have to decide that I'm going to 
work on a schedule. I do get a little cabin-feverish, so I make 
a point of going out to lunch. 

I like working In a laid-back environment; for a long time, 
I've led a falrly informal lifestyle. Even when I was work
Ing in Washington D.c., I quit wearing a tie for the last five 
years that I worked there. It's nice to be able to do that 

What do you like most about this job? 

Variety. Despite the paper-pushing, there's a lot of creative 
challenge. I'm getting most of my creative kicks now out of 
graphic design and computer-related stuff; the kind of shot I 
used to get out of kite building. I love working with com
puter databases. 

I still like kite building - as much as flying - but once the 
creative process is over, as far as building a kite, I'm seldom 
as interested in it as I was bullding it. 

The most challenging task ? 

What to do about the educational requests. Although more 
Board energy has been spent over the years discussing a 
teachers' packet than any other topic, we still don't have 
enough material for people who want to learn about flying 
and building kites, both single and dual-line. 

Another big challenge is how to keep people from dropping
out. How do you continue to provide stimulation to people 
who are no longer novice kitefliers? 

What don't you like about the job ? 

I'll make the observation that kitefliers are generally 
very nice people, which is one of the attractions, but I 
have a real problem with the 'chiselers' - the few who 
try to get away with not carrying their share of the load; 
I'm very intolerant of this. That's the biggest test of my 
patience and diplomacy. I don't respect those folks who 
try to get away with something. Fortunately, they're a 
very small minority. 
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What was the 
funniest letter 
you've ever re
ceived? 

The letter from Switzer
land wan tlng guidance 
on how to make a kite 
from cowhide and steel. 
The most offbeat letter 
was from a guy in prison. 
He sent a kite he had 
made out of a menu; 
when he flew It, the 
guards thought he was 
signaling an escape! 

Rick Brown's 

CREATUBES OF THE SKY 
Samuel F. Cody's War Kite Designs 

Your Choice of Colors + 
= A Crowd Pleasing Kite in the Sky 

And As part of Your Ground Display 

• TRADITIONAl • 

What do you see 
for the future of 

Short WiIVJ War Kite \Wh Upper Deck - 50· to 15'  
Extended WiIVJ War Kite \Wh Upper Deck - 70· to 2 1 '  
IndivkllJ(]l� Built, Numbered and S�ned by Rick Brown 

the AKA; are we 
getting too com
mercial/serious/ 
political? 

1082 Bethesda St. Eugene, OR 97402 • (503) 689-8175 

Commercial no, competi
tive yes; I'm a little con
cerned about the fact 
that were losing people 
who really like to fly 
kites for the fun of It 
Requiring AKA member
ship in order to partici
pate in sport-kite compe
titions has brought a lot 
of people into the ASS(}-
ciatlon that have a differ-
ent motivation than older members. 

We have to be very careful that we don't alienate those 
who only like to go out for fun - those who like to send 
a kite up while they stand and shmooze with their 
friends. I think we really have to be aware that it's a 
major concern. 

Most of us like to fly all kinds of kites, I think; yet, there's 
still this dichotomy- less focused on dual-line versus 
Single-line, as it Is on competitive versus fly-for-fun. There 
are lots of pressures to make Single-line comprehensives 
that much more exacting, and nobody can deny that It's 
brought us some spectacular IndiVidual creations; like
wise, competition has shown us many splendid demon· 
strations of klteflylng skill on the part of multi-line filers, 
BUT, it has to be balanced against the fact that we're re
ally Into this because Its fun. 

- Imagination is the highest kite 
one can fly. 

- Lauren Bacall 

• 

10% DISCOUNT 
TO AKA AND 

SFCKS MEMBERS 

ORr In",iris also Welc.oll1l 
Send $2.00 lor yair 

_ and pike package 



Northwind Kites 
320 W. Fifth Ave, #156 
�8�r���gM�J?1�� 279-4388 

The Pegasus Project 
PO Box 10079 
&J�����1s1� 99710 

KaleldoKites 
I·C Spring Street 
Eureka Springs, AR 72632 
15011 253-0596 

Bay Breeze 
129·C First Street 
Tannery Buildinlt ��i{��ft48t5 

Be��� �'¥�?��n
ance Kites 

Fresno, CA 93705 
(2091 227-4858 

BFK 
19306 E. Windrose Drive 
����I�Wi����'x��lil;�� 

Call of the Wind 
107 Parkview Terrace 
&&�I�sf�4ig}�1x: 552-4368 

Candy & Kites 
1415 Coast Highway 1 
PO Box 8 
�'blW't7�a{;lMF��:

2t83.3417 
Come Fly A Kite 

1228 State St. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
(8051 966·2694 
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For Spacious Skies 
1184 Chisholm Trail Dr. 
�\�j�6id

8��'6 CA 91765 

Kite Country 
566 Horton Plaza 
(tl�l�j��29� 92101 

Kite Ranch 
41971 · 50th St. W. 
�gn����A 93536 

Kites and Things 
Rockaway Beach 
450 Dondee, #12 
rliW1��.�M4044 

Kool Breeze Kites 
299·1 Street, SUite 3 
[10'�����%25�Ajg�J4.(i445 

Moran Precision Aerobatic 
PO Box 23801 
��JI'},��r���� CA 93121 

North Star Sport Kites 
2306 F Street 
�'t{i!k14�'&2��501-4131 

Ren�ade Kites 

�;e���i.a�x BJX�3guite K 
(5101 791·5666 

Sunshine Kite Company 
101 Fishermans Wharf 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277 
13101 372-0308 

Super Kites 
4738 Elmhurst Drive 
San Jose, CA 95129 
14081 25�· 2566 

What In The World 
214 E Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
(7071 445·KITE 

Wind Wizard 
398 Crocker Avenue 
PO Box 5747 
�6�1���.�ts13005.57 47 

Wind World 
16727 Bear Valley Road 
Hesperia, CA 92345 
(6191948·7445 

Wlndborne Kites 
585 Cannery Row�#105 
Monterey CA 93v40 
(4081 373·7422/FAX: 647·8483 

Wlnderful Thlnis �� l::isl\b�haC api Blvd. 
Jili�i���P-19�� 93581 

Wi��� ���r:;e���e�t 
Eureka, CA 95501 
17071 443·7609 

:��,r'''4"i�j;·{A�C%�iy:;;j ': '  
Into The Wind 

1408 Pearl Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
(3031 449·5356/FAX: 449-7315 

Wizard of the Wind 
13761 Braun Drive 
gg�er:ii.�3��401 

Adventures Kites 
4 Hemlock Trail 
Sandy Hoot CT 06482 
12031426·9,86 

The Kite Loft/National Place 
1331 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 
Suite 227 
l1�iN��

t
P5�5%1�:0jl�-1435 

Be���!�F:��J�c
, 

(Jo�l1¥f�32"L 32084 

Garden Arts 
407 Flagler Ave. �6� ��'1���reach, FL 32169 

Get In The Wind 

W6:BB���2'r 
98 E 

Destin, FL 32540 
19041 654-WIND 

Kitesville USA 
405 Gulf Boulevard 
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 34635 
(8131 596·343I1FAX: 596·7681 

Krazy Kites 
8445 International Dr. #112 
�g�)��21M1819 

Windjammer Kites 
B &  A Market 
2201 SE Indian Street 
(l��f�!} it��97 

Wi�s
D��e��n�;z'��� 

PO Box 1064 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
(813) 372-6356 

R. Kites 
p.o. Box 2216 
Douglasvilie,gA 30133 
(4041942-7500 

High Performance Kites 
1450 Ala Moana Boulevard 
�b���f�tJ�h8EGI�g Ctr. 
(8081 947·7097/FAX: 951-5483 

Kite Fantasy 
2863 Kalakaua Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
(8081 922·KITE/FAX: 922-9404 

Kite Fantasy 
Lahaina Cannery 
1221 Hon�ii1ani HWl �mjigt(_47��i, HI 96 61 

Chicago Kite Company 
6 South Brockwaf ���lT5�_�5�6 

Creative Spirit Kite Co. 
1706 Lakewood 
M%rj�rc,8Ms 60050 

j.C Kltes 
197 Peterson Rd. &8�)lfi6i��9� 60048 

Stanton Hobby Shop 
4734 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
8'?�)��.�Jg7��x: 283·6842 

Wi�� ��tr.�!�es 

8'?�)��8_\'os�0618 

Air Adventures 
3101 North Rock Rd, #105 
�d6n�8�¥7�7226 

Wind Wizards 
12944 W. 87th St. Pkwy. 
Lenexa, KS 66215 (9131 894·KITE 

Big Easy Kites 
5717 Rosemary Place 
New Orleans, LA 70124 
(5041 482-5981 

The Kite Loft/New Orleans 
1 Poydras, #90 
U6� �i����l'M 1�I�g6-073o 

The Kite Shop/jackson 
Square 

542 St. Peter St. 
rs6� �i1"58�8

LA 70116 

The Kite Loft 
511 Boardwalk 
PO Box 551 
�I6i�8�1Y!i5't}l: 1����9 5726 

:.1�!_'!�:;:t�;{�1�;':�" 
Cape Cod Kites 

4 Salt River Road 
Msil��uJM'IA 02536 

End Of The Line 
p.o. Box 725 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
(413) 596·8201 

Kltes 'R' Us 

��t��tt�x 
S6\��� 

(5081 655·7338 PH & FAX 
Kites of Boston 

7 North Market 
Faneuil Hail Marketplace 
�1�\07�£1�5�2109 

Kiting 

Grand Bay Kite Company 
121 E. Front Street 
J,\�r��8-�6\1:t MI 49684 

joe's Custom Sport Kites 
1246 Northshore Dr. 
gm��5t;{M8818 

Kite Kraft 

�������
u
��1����eet 

Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
15171 652-2961 

Kites & Fun Things 
585 Forest Avenue 
rl(3�2�J�7�& 48170-1721 
FAX: (3131 454-0345 

Mackinaw Kite Company 
116 Washington Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
16161 846-7501 

Sa1>�\������ei�tore 

PO Box 188 
Saugatuck M1 49453-0I88 
(6161 857·2300/FAX: 857-1874 

String Dancing Kites 
PCY Box 101 
�j�w�m3

�1 49007 

W
I�£�I�ga��t�i�:!e:ve. 
M911¥J_��648906 

Colf�!����brive 
�r�k

4�r�5�)��X: 427-9907 
KiteSlte 

12801 F l intwood SI. NW 
Wl���18g�IMN 55448 

W�09 NW 15th Avenue 
rs����J�r

6�r 55901 

Wind Ventures Kite Shop 

�!ib'B���h �r�� 
BilOXi, MS 39531 
(6011 388-WIND 

,.�_J��;,'j .'; . 
FlYJg!J ����o';;Y6�rvfharon 

Him Ridg!, MO 63049 
(31"41 376'0\155 

it;(�� ... Y:··'·'········ 
Amazing Toys 

319 Gentral Avenue 
Great Fails, MT 59401 
(4061727-5557 

'''.�k�. ''·· 
It Flys 

1208 Howard Street 
2�fJ�J�i��102 
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�':r'i����
k
E 
V
JYfl� 

1402) 393-2720 

Kites B.F.U.N. 
2075 N.Jones Blvd. 
�a62yg§�fJ9 89108 

Blue Sky's Kite Connection 
207 COncord Street 
Northgate Plaza 
�63f�m§�rH 03458 

Something In The Air 
353 Ocean Boulevard 
Hampton Beach, NH 03842 
1603) 926·5171 

The Sports Cage 
189·A WakefIeld Street 
�'b'3��r�� 03867 

Big Citr Kite Company 
1201 eXin�n Avenue 
�m 1?I.�dJ���472-2998 

End Of The Line 
RRI Box 140l

y
Sullivan Road 

���m�9�5 
13795 

Ski Attic & Kite Shop 
382 Route 112 
rs��)��&�Y 11772 

Dameron'sPlans 
2511 Pi newa

C 
Drive 

Burli�onJSl 27215 
(9191 -6 8 

Kites Unlimited 
Atlantic Station Shopping Ctr 
PO Box 2278 
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512·2278 
(919) 247·7011 

Kites Unlimited 
North Hills Mall 
���i

7M�lf
609 

Kit�� 1to�'fs�J<ites 
N�S Head NC 27959 
(91 441·4124/FAX: 441·7597 

S & fto�W�e��g��l 
Charlotte, NC 28208 
(7041399·1190 

Wright Kite Company 
sea HOlly�are 
P.O. Box 
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 
(919) 480·2855 

AerialPursuits 
315 S. Kel lner Road 
�1���l

u
l��

H 43209 

FIi���� O�!:C�cKIVd. Columbus, OH 43229 
(614) 431·5483 
FAX: (6141 846·0686 

Kites Above Qeveland 
5310 South Porter Road 
�¥�l����N�d, OH 44070 

Kinetic Kites 
6313 Willow Ridge 
PO Box 477 
r.rcl�afti.2�l3008 

Wifl!S On Strings 
11 I SE Grand, #114 
���i��?Jl�gi���: ����221 

Catch the Wind 
210 S. Columbia 
PO Box 163 
�jl�'j8%g�138 

Inherit The Wind 
���r

S�'lf�¥ll�
nter Avenue 

1503) 469·0384 
Kite Factory of Seaside 

619 Broadwa� Street r�jl�1s?llrlI38 

Kites N' Stuff 
605 Chetco A venue 
PO Box 599 
rs�fJ����S� 97415 

Pai�llN�� ��lrd
Kites 

rs'ifjl���·��ZJll�: 222·5034 
The Kite Compan� 407 SW Coast Hi� way 

Newport, OR 97 65 
(503) 265·2004 

B
U��We�� T�l��treet 
&1���t7e�Ctp�21�1�22 

D.J. Srsrt Kites 
28 8 E. Prospect Rd. 
&��ra',;,�·J�2 

Grandmaster Kites 
222 West Third Street 
PO Box 276 
�wr¢��

i�f6J;} l���159 3167 
Kite Studio 

5555 Hamilton Blvd. 
���%'5.���A 18106 

Meadow Mouse Kite Shop 
�gr�s��re�Vl

v
f&li�f ve. 

(215) 736·8253 
Sky Pilot Kites 

4254 Tenth Ave. 
b1m��I.��sJ9560 

The Family Kite 
City Island 
�m��IM>t 

The Wind Master 
805·C Old HarriSbu/Z Road �V�I������19A 173 5 

Blue Skt's Kite Connection 
190·B hames Street 
�bl)g��'lI\-r2840 

Kites Fly'n HI 
The Rainbow Market 
40 N. Market Street 
��W�W�5�� 29401 

K1i�s Kltes 
II ·C Seaboard Street 

M6371��!�IJ����la 7370 

Dakota Kites & Hobbles 
218 5. Main 
�8�J��eM?057401 

Buffalo Beano Company 
�b���

e
¥i

t
;�IJI 

1806) 76Z,8553/FAX: 763·5483 
Fly It Port A 

Avenue G & 10th 
PO Box 544 m� �J�nJilSb T

X 78382 

Kites Are It 
Rt 8, Box 32·5 
Amarillo, TX 79118 
(806) 622·0269 

R&R Kites & More 
97 S. Austin 
��f¥�b

t
iI� 78382 

Sk��eJjfi�� ���:t 
�l'i)

t1�lMfOl 

Thrillluility, Kites 
1306 San acinto Str. 
§��I�jJlb�li;X 78009 

The Air Ar,parent 396 Trol '3 Square 
Salt Lake i7' UT 84102 
(801) 531·743 

WI��t����a�l
ke Eagles 

Woodstock Avenue 
�g�j2g8.�66�570\ 

Blu
0rl������rive 
Bedford, V A 24104 
(7031 586·6846 

Kr
��� �i'ft�����

e Pier 

�1:��l8�§�' V A 23454 

Th���\f.��treet 
PO Box 242 
���<j'jg���X�l?11gI762 

Cloud Nine Kite Shop 
400 Damon Road 
PO Box 130 
Ocean Shores, W A 98569 
1206) 289·2221 

Cu������gr2��1espl a ce SE 
Kent, W A 98031 
1206) 631·7449 PH & FAX 

FourWindsKiteShop 
2015 . 1 9 th Avenue 
�bWj�9

,%�8201 

GasworksParkKiteShop 
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����I.;\v�n�Pd'� 
Ave N . 

1206) 6n·4780IFAX: 632·6151 
Great Winds Kite Shop 

402 Occidental Ave. S. 
ri861�2:;V6�t,�?tx: 624·9633 

Kite Wiz Creations 
PO Box 45053 
Parkland, W A 98445 
1206) 536-7587 

Lon� Beach Kites 
I 4 Pacific Avenue N, 
P.O. Box 1 17 
L'llllI Beachz 

W A 98631 � 642·2 02 
AX: (206) 642·2318 

MalnframeKiteShop 
3340 E. 11th Street 
bb<Jl�M�13�n.�: 851·8649 

Ocean Kites 
511 S. Pacific 
P.O. Box 1287 
La'll! BeaC\ W A 98631 
WO KITEF Y 
AX: (206) 642·8986 

One Of JerJJi's Kites 
P.O. Box 8 I?&'n[�.��� A 98640 

Reach For The Sky 
115-314 Main Stree� #210 
Monroe, W A 9824 
(800) 44·FL Y HI 

Sk�'S The Limit 
W ndsocks & Kites 

4415 W. Clearwater 
Fsb�Jj8':l.��6� A 99336 

Fish Creek Kite Company 
��o�

i��iay 42 
r�f�)��7�1 54212 

FIYiJ1U�s��d 
���!t�5�jm;1

435-6540 

Fly High 
�[§�3tW:��trasse 16 
Austria 
43·1·50 50 2601FAX: 1·50 50 260 

Kites & Puppets Only 
lfi�c����r

A�
t 51. 

CANADA V6H 3Y5 
(604) 261·8445 

Boreal Kites/Gothic 
De���4 

��W��;.sNq� 358 
1519) 775·2527 

Pastimes 
5496 Trail 
P.O. Box \0 \3 
Sechelt, BC 
CANADA VON 3AO 
1604) 885·9309 

Paint TheSky KiteCo. 
Station Mall, F2A 
293 Bay Street 
���KS'./�g1

e
(x
Ot 

1705) 945·7948 

Sk�l�P Kite Enterprises 

��N..ffi'J. ��M 2BO 
1519) 247·3423 

ATEM 
110 Rue de Metz ����e� Touquet 
21 05 61 58 
FAX: 21 05 72 02 

Fridolin's 
Lister Meile 15 
3000 Hannover I 
GERMANY 
�49�511.312356 A : (49) 511·312241 

Vom Wlnde Verweht 
Eisenacher StraBe 81 
1000 Berlin 62 
GERMANY 
�+49) 30 784 7769 
AX: (+49) 30 784 7869 

de Vliegerij 
�WL

n
�\k

a
���r 

NETHERLANDS 
152·901 
FAX: (72) 151-885 

Nor·Kite 
Ytre Strandv. 1 
�6����er0 

�03) 98 13 85 
AX: 03 98 3005 

Any retailer who is a 
regular member of 
AKA and will offer a 
discount to AKA 
members may be 
listed here. 

For info, write: 
AKA 
7559 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
or call or fax 
(408) 647-8483 
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Power Flying (continued from page 20) 

important aspect of traction kiting is that the flyer can re
duce power to 0 by crashing the kites. Equipment demands 
are less and the flyer is not anchored and not off the ground. 
Short lines and a single kite glve a flyer more flexibility to 
go anywhere using any application. Basically, if the flyer 
applies all safety measures by regularly checking line 
strength, kite design and size in relation to wind power 
gear, location changes, and footwear conditions, the vari
ables for risks diminish. 

In conclUSion, of the two types of power flying, traction 
kiting appears more attractive due to the minimal amount 
of equipment, preparation, and ground crew, with an in
creased availability of locations. It should be emphasized 
that a single kite is more advantageous than a stack of kites 
In both methods. 

• 

Dawn Wi l l iams (continued from page 13) 

After lengthy negotiations and meetings with attorneys 
and accountants, the Kltefllers of the Rockies and the Colo
rado Sky Masters merged In July 1992 to form Phll Delta 
PhiL Dawn was appointed the senior Dave and administers 
the club's investment funds and planning. 

The popularity and fun of the miniature kite workshops at 
J unction and her fondness for minis led Dawn even farther 
from shore last fall. After several phone calls, and at least 
one midnight meeting with Charlie Sotich and company In 
Lubbock, Dawn organized and hosted the World's Smallest 
Kite Festival last November. Colorado Springs' favorite solo 
flyer succeeded In hosting her first national kite workshop. 

Dawn has no fixed plans for 1993 and beyond. Phil Delta 
Phll will keep phlIIng and the World's Smallest Kite Festl· 
val will return this fall She closed a second business In 
1992 to give her time to watch over Kite Sails as it grows. In 
addition to the Itsy Bitsy kites, Dawn now spends time 
making kite jewelry. 

She's a funny one to watch at kite events and there's a 
good example from a club fly last spring. While the rest of 
us were battling Rokkakus in our hopelessly noisy way, 
Dawn was off to the Side, on her own, flying a miniature 
Rokkaku (she'd asked If there was a size restriction� She 
was enjoying the sun and the breeze In her hair and was 
being pleasantly lifted away by her two-Inch paper hex. By 
standing aside from the chaos she'd gotten away and she 
also had the last Rokkaku flying. 

KITE COLLECTION SALE 
25 CLASSIC KITES, INCLUDING 

Garber Target Kite • Gibson Girl Box • Cyphert 20' Delta 
LiddelI 10' Monster Diamond • 4 Winds Summer Snowflake 

Weifang 7' Black-necked Crane · 45' Dragon/Centipede 
Edeiken Rainbow 3-pack • Mackey Fokker DR -\ Stunter 

FOR INFO SEND SASE TO 
KyteManagement, POB 34, Pacific Grove, CA 93950-0034 

• 

CIVE 
AKA 

Kiting 

THIS 
YEARI 

Membership Gift Certificates 
Now Avai lable! 

for info call (408) 647-8483 

KITE PINS: 10 years of Brooxes Boxes. 9-color 
Rainbow Rhombus $8.00; Big Black Box, 3 variations, 
$5.00 ea. 4-pin set $20.00 ppd. Brooks Leffler, 
PO Box 34, Pacific Grove, CA 93950-0034. 

KITE LINES COMPLETE. Set of all 36 issues, Spring 
1977 - Fall 1992. Excellent condition, in 3 binders. $130 
ppd. KyteManagement, POB 34, Pacific Grove, CA 
93950-0034. (408) 647-8483. 

BITTE NOTIEREN: 6th International Harzer 
Drachenfest. October 2nd lit 3rd, 1993. Hannover, 
Germany. Contact Rudi Schwenger, Fridolins's, Lister 
Meile 15, 3000 Hannover 1. Tel. 0511-31-23-56, 
FAX: 31 22 41. 

LOTS OF FABRIC CHEAPII Must sell approximately 200 
yds. Hot pink and blue polyester fabric from hot-air 
balloon. Recycle and Save: $1.50 per yd./50 yd min. 
(904) 739-1960. 

FOR SALE: Store-bought kites. Near-new condition. 
Single- lit dual-line. Call, write, or fax for catalog list
ing. Michael: 2228 EI Camino Real, San Mateo, CA 
94403 (415) 345-4140, FAX: 345-9015. 

HOW TO PLACE q CLASSfIED AD 

AKA members ore welcome to use the Classified Ads Section 
to sell or trade kites and kite-related items. It is not 
intended for conmercial fJIIposes. The rate for classified 
advertising is $5.00 for a three-line ad (30 words or less). 
Enclose a check or money order made payable to American 
Kitefliers Association, and mail it to us. 
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January 7993 

Anchorage Alas-Klters • Hoosier Kltefliers Society Inc. Buffalo Flight Delegation 
PO Box 143224 PO Box 6881 266 Elmwood Ave. #301 
Anchorage, AK 99514·3224 Kokomo, IN 46904-6881 Buffalo, NY 14222 

Route 66 Kite Club ' Kansas City Kite Club Great Lakes Kitefliers Society 
6 East]unlper 12944 W. 87th Street PO Box 331 
Flagstaff, Al 86001 Lenexa, KS 66215 Buffalo, NY 14205-0331 

ABCD Kite Flying Club Kentucky Kyters Black Swamp Air Force 
clo George Maurer 949 Gregory Way 1951 Potomac Drive 
700 Cecelia Drive Lexington, KY 40514 Toledo, OH 43607 
Glen Ellen, CA 95442 Kites Over New England Central Ohio Kitefliers Assn 

Desert Winds Kite Club • 166 Cottage Street 2283 Bristol  Road 
PO Box 2364 Natick, MA 01760-5808 Columbus, OH 43221 
Victorv!l1e, CA 92393 Sky Sailers Kite Club Club Air, Cincinnati's Kite 

High Desert Kite Club PO Box 6215 Club 
43423 Carpenter Drive Plymouth, MA 02362 2112 Auburn Avenue #8 
Lancaster, CA 93535 Kapitol Air Korps Cincinnati, OH 45219 

Northern California Kite Club PO Box 7254 Ohio Society for the Elevation 
2138 Cypress Avenue Silver Spring, MD 20907 of Kites 
San Pablo, CA 94806 5800 Laurent Drive, Maryland Kite Society 

#402 Cleveland, OH Redwood Coast Wind Pilots 10113 Lloyd Road 
4 4 1 2 9 - 5 9 6 9  2306 F Street Potomac, MD 20854 

Eureka, CA 95501 5/20 Kite Club Associated Oregon Kitefliers 

San Diego Kite Club PO Box 47257 P.O. Box 25616 
Portland, OR 97225 PO Box 7977 Oak Park, MI 49002 

San Diego, CA 92167 Kazoo Stringfellows S. F. Cody Kite Society 
1082 Bethesda Street Phil Delta Phli • 1905 Eckner Drive 
Eugene, OR 97402 3555 JubIlant Place Portage, MI 49002 

Colorado Springs, CO 80917 Traverse Bay Liners Kite Club Lehigh Valley Kite Society 
16 Third Street Connectiklters 354 W. McKinley Road 
Bethlehem, P A 18015 95 Clark Hill Road Traverse City, MI 49684 

Milford, CT 06460 MInnesota Kite Society Newport Kite Group 
196 Homestead Lane Bald Mountain Kite Club PO Box 580016 
Portsmouth, RI 02871-4012 Route 2, Box 2600 Minneapolis, MN 55458-0016 

Blairsville, GA 30512 Carolinas Assn of Kite Windblown Friends Kite Club 

KAOS/Kite Assn of Enthusiasts 728 Central Avenue 

Savannah 2062 Greenway Avenue Pawtucket, RI 02861 

2115 Causton Bluff Road Charlotte, NC 28204-3316 Coastal Bend Kltefliers Assn 
Savannah, GA 31404 PO Box 927 Midwest Winds Kitefliers Club 

Corpus Christi, TX 78403 Hawaii Kitefliers Association 11011 Elm Street 
PO Box 11722 Omaha, NE 68144 Gems In The Wind Kite Club 
Honolulu, HI 96828 Liberty Flyers PO Box 234 

Midwest Wind Wrestlers Kite 6 Sunset Terrace Fulton, TX 78358 

Club Chatham, NJ 07928 High Plains Kite Association 
1912 Castle Street Monmouth Ocean County P.O. Box 9635 
Waterloo, IA 50701 Kltefliers Amarillo, TX 79105 

ChlcagoIand Sky Liners PO Box 685 Jewels Of The Sky Klters 
2 South 730 Timber Dr. Waretown, NJ 08758-0685 Assn. 
Warrenville, IL 60555 Club Cuervo Azul 2320 Yeager Street 

Gateway Kite Club Box 1258 Ft Worth, TX 76112 

741 St Martin Bayard, NM 88023 
Cahokia, IL 62206-1734 ���, MEMBERSHIP APPUCAnON 

� I '  0 
NEW MEIIBERSIF o I wish to regis!er as a Member Merchant 

o RENEWAL o Do not publish my name in the AKA DirectOlY 
1/92 0 REINSTATEMENT 

NAME 

'nnA�"'" 

CITY 

I PIIONE fIII ( \ 
NAMES OF OTHER 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
CHARGE TO MY 
VISAI MASTER CARD ' 

SIGNATURE 

My primary interest is: o Single-line Kttes 

Referred by 

o Do not distribute my name outside AKA 

SPOUSE 

STATE ZIP 

PHONE IWI ( \ 

EXPIRES 

o Muki-Une Kites o All Kinds of Kites 

My local cfub: 

27 

Lubbockites Kite Club 
2620 29th Street 
Lubbock, TX 79410 

Red River Kite Fliers Assn 
p.o. Box 2010 
Wichita Falls, TX 76307 

Texas SkyRiders Kite Club 
13126 Plum Meadow Lane 
Houston, TX 77039 

The Alamo Klteflyers Outfit 
8302 Tiguex 
Universal City, TX 78148 

Wind Weavers 
2541 S. 35th 
AbIlene, TX 79605 

Windwatchers Kite Club of 
Utah 
1442 Twinoaks Drive 
West Jordan, UT 84088 

Richmond Air Force 
3646 Grovewood Rd. 
Richmond, VA 23234 

Ben·Franklin Kite Society 
1030 W. 14th Avenue 
Kennewick, W A 99337 

Lavender Winds 
PO Box 5396 
Vancouver, WA 98668 

Pierce County Kitefliers Assn 
3340 E. 11th Street 
Tacoma, W A 98421 

SCI - FI 
4905-239th Street SW 
Mountlake Terrace, WA 
98043-5618 

Washington Kitefliers Assn 
PacifiC Science Center 
200 2nd Avenue N 
Seattle, W A 98109 

Westport Wlndriders 
PO Box 233 
South Bend, W A 98586 

Membership Dues 1 YR  

For Chapter Club Info, 
write 
Richard Dermer 
Club Liaison Chairman 
727 .  S. McFarland 
Stillwater, OK 74074 

Alphabetized by state. 

Kite Society of WiSconsin 
2266 North Prospect, #501 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

British Columbia Kitefliers 
Assn 
PO Box 35653 
Vancouver BC V6M 4G9 

Above The Rock 
238 AlA Yamada 
Onna Son 
Okinawa 904-04 JAPAN 

2 YR  3 YR  AMOUNT" 

SPONSOR KmNG via I",Clud/ail 1 00. 200. 300. ---
QNCLUDES TAX'[)EDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION) 

I NDIVIDUAL ICITING via 3n1 Oass Mal 20. 39. 56. ---

• ADDITIONAL FAMilY petperson 4. 8. 12 .  ---(llElATNES UVING IN SAME HOUSEHOLD) 

• US 1 st  CLASS MAil ADO 8. 1 5. 22. ---

International Members e!.ease add I!E!!.tafl! as follows: 
• CANADA or MEXICO 8. 1 5. 22. ---

• OVERSEAS SURFACE MAil 1 0. 1 9. 28. ---

• OVERSEAS AIR MAil 25. 48. 70. ---

TOTAL REMITIANCE ---

PLEASE REMrr IN U.s. DOllARS. 
SORRY, WE CANNOT TAKE CANADIAN CHEQUES. 

Send this form with your payment to 

AMERICAN KlTEFUERS ASSOClAnON 
1559 Rockville Pike · Rockville, MD 20852- 1651 . USA 

(BOO) AKA-2550 • (408) 647-8483 
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1559 Rockville Pike 
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w ith Off icial  AKA Merchandise 
. 

AKA LOGO CLOTHING 
Red, black, o r  royal blue shirt with large red/ 
white logo on back & small white logo & letter
ing on front. 

Adult sizes M, L, XL, XXL. 
Short-Sleeved T-Shirt 

700% cotton (NO XXL) . . . . . . . . .... . .. . . . ..... ... 1 1.00 
Long-Sleeved T-Shirt 

Heavy-duty 700% cotton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 16.00 
Crew-Neck Sweatshirt 

Hanes, SO/50 cot/acry/ic. . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . 18.00 

� Long-Sleeved T-Shi rt, White/ red logo 
Beefy-T, 700% cotton. . . ..... . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. .. 10.00 

NEW! Fanny Pack 
red w/white 1090 .... . . . . . . . ...... . . . ... . . . . . . ... . 9.00 

AKA LOGOS 
2-color Window Decal .. . ... ....... . 2.00 
Patch ... . ... .... .. . . . ... ... ... .. ........... ...... . .. 3.00 
Cloisonne Pin ... ... ......... ... ... ...... ..... 4.00 

AKA PUBLICATIONS 
(Publication prices include u.s. Postage) 

How to Fly a Kite .. . ..... ...... ... ........ 2.00 

Manual on Kiting Events ........ . .  .4.00 

Club O rganizer's Handbook . .. .. 5.00 
Comprehensive Rules . .... ... ... .. .. .  3.00 
Fighter / Rokkaku Rules .... ..... ...... 3.00 

CONVENTION GOODIES 
1992 Lubbock P i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
1992 Lubbock Patch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 4.00 
1992 Lubbock Visor. ... . . . . . . . . . ..... . . ... ... noo 
1992 Lubbock T-Shirt, 5 colors on white 

Short s leeves, XXL ONLy ... . . . ... . . . .  16.00 
1992 Lubbock Polo Shirt 

L, XL, XXL . . . ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24.00 
1992 Lubbock Hooded Sweatshirt 

L, XL ONLY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 30.00 
1991 Jacksonville Patch ...... . . ..... . . . . . . . . 4.00 

� 1991 Jacksonville T-Shirt 
Short sleeves, S,M,L,XL. ............ 8.00 

i:{ 1991 J'ville Coffee Mug . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3/S.00 
'C( 1991 Jacksonville Cap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 3.00 

Shipping & Handling Charges 
Patches/Pins . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . ..... 1.00 
T-Shirts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.50 
Combinations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00 
Overseas Shipment .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  at cost 

-t( Sale Priced Closeout Items 

THE AKA STORE 
Stanton Hobby Shop, attn: Joe Stanton 

4734 N. M ilwaukee Avenue 
Chi cago, IL 60630 

Phone (312) 283-6446 
Fax (312) 283-6842 

Visa • MasterCard • American Express 
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