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PRICED FROM 89C TO $19.9� 
OUR KITES WILL FLY 

OUT YOUR DOOR. 
It's not only the price points that make Spectra Star Kites' 

product line so attractive. It's also the wide assortment of shapes and 
graphics, the latest licensed characters, the sales motivating 
packaging and the compact floor merchandisers. 

Our kites and windsocks offer something for every segment of 
the market. Design-conscious adults can find items they'll want to fly 
as well as use as room decorations. The kids, both boys and girls, 
will find licensed characters from their favorite movies and T. V. shows. 

In addition to the licensed characters pictured here, we also have 
GARFIELD, MR. S. SNAKE, INDIANA JONES™. and MR. T?M 

Our packaging, floor merchandisers and wire racks make the 
retailer's job easier. They pack an amazing amount of kites, spools 
and windsocks into a small amount of floor and shelf space. They're 
all designed to stimulate impulse buys. 

When you add up our price, product and packaging you'll come 
up with the best of all bottom lines ... profit. 

To see a representative or our full color catalog contact: 
Spectra Star Kites, 3519 Caribeth Drive, Encino, CA 91436, 
(818) 897-2979. 
Streethawk ,.: TM & © 1984 Universal City Studios Inc. All Rights 
Reserved. Licensed by Merchandising Corporation of America, Inc. 

the Chipmunks: © 1983 Bagdasarian Productions 

Rainbow Brite ,.: © 1983 Hallmark Cards. Inc. 

GoBots and related marks are trademarks owned by and used under license 

from Tonka Corporation. ©TONKA CORP. 1984. All Rights Reserved . 

• STAR WARS ,. and INDIANA JONES ,.: TM and © Lucasfilm Ltd .. 
(LFL) 1984. All Rights Reserved. Spectra Star Kites Authorized User. 

© Mattei. Inc. 1984. All Rights Reserved. 

Mr. T.: © 1983 Ruby-Spears Enterprises. Inc./Big 1"s Enterprises. Inc. 

© 1984. Spectra Star Kites 
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Hello survivors! You have made 
it through another MARCH! 

This letter is being written on 
the last day of a month of the 
most blustery and variable 
weather I can remember experi
encing. And this was the al
leged month for flying kites. 
Perhaps next month will be the 
calm after the storm. 

"Everyone" wanted a kite work
shop, demonstration, slide show 
of kites or a showing of differ
ent kites. I know you told them 
that the month of March is the 
most unlikely time to have 
weather and winds suitable for 
kite flying. I know, too, that 
they all said, "Oh, really?" I 
do believe, however, that more 
and more people are learning 
that kites can be flown at other 
times of the year. Drug stores, 
in this part of the country, 
have been leaving kites out for 
sale through October. 

When you are asked to assist 
with a fly, do you insist upon 
safety rules and precautions and 
adequate space, free of wires 
and trees? This is one of the 
times and situations in which we 
have the opportunity to influ
ence many people to relate 
safety to kite flying. 

Although I know of no statistics 
to measure this, it is my im
pression that, all over the 
country, there has been a great 
increase in kite making, kite 
flying and kite festivals. More 
and more requests come in for 
information, kite making work
shops, kite demonstrations, 
slide shows of beautiful kites, 
and help to make an ill-behaved 
kite straighten up and fly 
right_ 

Well, March is over so we can 
expect less erratic winds and 
weather and more time to fly our 
own kites. But where? 

Do you have a truly good flying 
place, where you can fly as 
often as you wish? Is there a 
place where you can have prior
ity over koftball, baseball, 
football and soccer? Do you 
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have a place you can reserve for 
kite flying and not have people 
playing, walking, running or 
cycling under your kite? 

I spoke to the 
local Recreation 
and Parks person-
nel recently, 
about the need for 
a place for flying 
kites, a park that 
does not have 
trees, electric 
wires, shelters 
and toilets obstructing the 
winds and/or the kite's flight 
path. I was told that, although 
requests for park areas are 
received daily, for other uses, 
this was the first request they 
had ever received for a kite 
flying field. 

Please contact your local Re
creation and Parks Office to let 
them know of the need for a park 
that has 25 to 50  acres, or 
more, of unobstructed space. 
Don't forget to point out that 
such a park would be used 
throughout the year and could be 
the scene of a number of big 
community events each year. 

AKA NEWS 
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by 
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Readers Write 

flying in Brisbane, only at the 
Bontanical Gardens no good for 
kite flying, because too many 
trees and building around the 
Garden. On our way home from the 
Warana Festival we have visited 
in Sydney, the weather also was 
just right, so we have a lot of 
fun there too." 

While reading' the March ' 85 
issue of AKA News I noticed 
you're looking for a few news 
contributors. This is a picture 
I thought you might be interes
ted in printing. It was taken 
in East Tawas, Michigan the 
summer of 1984. The kites are 
being flown by my husband, Jack 
Quinn. We live in Davison, 
Michigan. East Tawas is about 
130 miles north of here on Lake 
Huron. Needless to say, being 
on the water there is always 
lots of wind for kite flying. 
It is a summer resort area very 
popular with people in Michigan 
and Ohio. Jack has become a 
very popular person there during 
the summer; being known as 
"Kiteman Jack." We spend as 

AIU 

". 't:. 
� .. --"'� "'� ... 

��"';-... 1i ." AVAILABLE AT ,� most Kite S tores. 

Manufactured by: 
International Kite Co. 

3260 'F' St. San Diego, 
California. 92102 
Tel: 619 233-0727 

much time as possible there. 
It's like our second home. We 
have a fifth wheel trailer we 
stay in at a campground right on 
the beach. It's a beautiful 
place to be. I hope you like my 
picture. I will look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Diana Quinn 
Davison, Michigan 

Austin Kite Contest (57th 
Annual, March 3, 1985) had gusts 
to 41 mph, but was held anyway. 
Several entrants in the "Largest 
Kite" event suffered structural 
damage and/or broke lines. 
Catastrophe was narrowly avoided 
only through luck, as no 
inspection . of these monsters 
took place 'prior to � unch. 

Lymon Hall 

Jack Van Gilder reports receipt 
of a letter from Kin Kan and 
Susan Hsieh of the Republic of 
China Kitefliers Association. 
Kin Kan and Susan made many 
friends during a 1983 visit to 
the US which included the AKA 
Convention. The Hsiehs missed 
the 1984 AKA Convention because 
they were visiting in Australia 
demonstrating kitemaking and 
kite flying. Says Kin Kan, "The 
weather was very good for kite 

I just wondered if you would put 
a little note in your fine 
publication mentioning that the 
Boys Home would appreciate kites 
from around the world. We have 
a very large farm, which means 
we have a lot of area for flying 
kites. 

Charles Aiken 
Boys Home of the South 
226 Pendleton Street 
Greenville, SC 29604 

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION 

by Al Hargus 

As is the case with most big 
cities, Chicago has its share of 
crime and theft, but until 
recently kites and crime were 
not thought about much. One of 
the Sky Liners had the mis
fortune of having almost $300 
worth of Flexifoils just walk 
off the flying field without 
knowing it. Bad luck, bad 
scene. 

How do you watch a bag full of 
gear when you are trying to 
launch that stack of Rainbows or 
chasing a runaway kite? Often 
there are other fliers in the 
area, but you can't shoulder 
them �ith the task of watching 

Membership Application 
NAME ______ _ D ATE ____ _ 

ADDRESS ________________________ _ 

CITY ________________ STATE ___ ZIP __ _ 

TELEPHONE ( 

Indicate category of membership desired: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP, $15.00 . • • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • • . • • . . • • . . . . .  $ ____ _ 
(OR) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP, $15.00 for first member, $1.00 for each $ ----, ___ _ 
additional member in the same household. ($1.00 x no.) 

Names of other family members: 

For USA 1st class mail add $4.00 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • .  $ ____ _ 

For Canada or Mexico add $4.00, other foreign address $5.00 . . . . • . • . . . . .  $ ____ _ 

Mail this application with check or money order, payable to AKA, to: 

American Kltefllers AssoclaUon 
113 W. Franklin Street 
Baltlmora, Maryland 21201 TOTAL REMITTANCE $ ____ _ 
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your gear .  You can't carry all 
that stuff around with you. 
What to do? 

Radio Shack sells a small elec
tronic unit ca lled a Personal 
Alarm .  It is designed to put the 
cigarette s ized alarm into your 
pocket .  A small plastic key is  
inserted into the unit. The 
alarm is turned on and the 
plastic key keeps the contacts 
apart and the alarm off. Tied 
to the plastic key is a string 
that goes to what you want to 
protect such as your wallet. 
Grabbing the wallet removes the 
plastic key and sets off the 
alarm .  

As a n  application for kite gear, 
place the alarm in the bottom of 
your kite bag. The string goes 
through a hole in the bottom to 
a stake placed in the ground . 
I f  someone takes a fancy to your 
bag and decides to wa lk off with 
it, the plastic key is pulled 
and the a larm emits an ear
piercing shriek that can be 
heard up to 1/4 mile away. The 
alarm is powered by a 9 volt 
battery and will sound for about 
2 hours. 

I hate to think that kite gear 
isn't safe anymore. Oh, for the 

days of the AKA convention where 
tens of  thousands of dollars of 
kite gea r  lays on the field and 
no one worries . As kiting be
comes more popular, security may 
become a concern. The "Persona l 
Alarm" only costs $3 . 98 .  I t ' s  a 
small  price to protect your 
expensive kites and those "one 
of a kite" irreplaceable 
mas terpieces in your collection. 

Tony Cyphert, AKA Regiona l 
Director in San Diego, CA, has a 
present for every AKA member. 
Two pieces of . 75-oz rip-stop 
nylon in various colors, 
dimensions as  shown. 

How come? Avenger Kites, I nc. 
has hundreds, nay thousands of  
pieces of  the material left over 
from the manufacture of  their  
increas ingly popular stunt 
kites. Tony is part-owner and 
Manager of Environmental 
Protection Through Disposal of  
Scrap Ripstop Dept. 

He also has an offe r :  A free 
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Avenger kite will be given to 
the AKA member who b rings the 
best kite constructed of these 
two pieces of  ripstop to the AKA 
convention in San Diego, October 
1985 . "Bes t" includes "Flight", 
"Beauty", and "Craftsmanship", 
each on a scale of  1 to 10. 

For your free rip-stop, send a 
stamped, return-addressed 
envelope to : 

AKA Free Rip-Stop Offer 
Avenger Kites, I nc. 
867 W. Harbor Drive, Suite C 
San Diego, CA 921 0 1  

The city of Blois, i n  France, is  
opening a new art and convention 
center in a converted 19th 
century stone and b rick grain 
ma rket. The inaugural project 
will be a two month exhibition 
on the theme of  "Wind". The 
exhibition will include con
certs, dance perfo rmances, 
workshops on creat ivity and the 
decoration of kites, lectures, 
film projections and so forth. 
AKA has been contacted by Mar
tine Rebiere, Directeur de 
Centre de Culture, for assis
tance in locating anyone inter
ested in providing exhibition 
material including photographs, 



Fighter, Custom, Fancy, 

Tukkal, Star Kites and 
Polyester Kites; 
Puddle Jumpers, etc. 

Manufactured by: 

SALEEM & COMPANY 
P.O. Box 4 
49-Bazar Mulla Zarief 
RAMPUR 244901. India 
tel: 4911 
Cable: Handicraft. Rampur U.P. 

Mini Cody 
Cody 1 

literature or kites, or in 
performing during the event. If 
you would like to participate in 
this enterprise, write : 

M. Martine Rebiere 
Directeur du Centre de 
Culture et de Congres 
Ville de Blois 
41012 Blois 
France 

David Town of Sea Isle City NJ 
is developing a data base 

'
on 

kitefliers who have taken aerial 
photos from thei r kites. Hi s 
plan will include developing a 
listing of aerial photographers 
and gathering information 
regarding their rigs and tech
niques, as well as attempting to 
collect sample photographs . 

If you are an aerial photo
grapher or if you have infor
mation (especially name and 
address ) of anyone with an 
interest in aerial photography, 
contact : 

David P. Town 
112  47th Street 
Sea Isle City, NJ 08243 

* * * NEW * * * 
AMERICAN FLAG STRATOSCOOPS 

Stars & Strips 3 . 72" x 60" $150.00 
Stars & Strips 4 106" x 83" $250.00 

41" x 26" 
70" x 43" 

$ 25.00 
60.00 

Cody 2 
Stratoscoop 1 
Stratoscoop 2 
Stratoscoop 3 
Wave Stratoscoop 
Stratoscoop 3.5 

105" x 64" 
36" x 26" 
54" x 53" 
72" x 60" 
72" x 60" 

110" x 60" 

120.00 
22.50 
56.25 
90.00 

112.50 
150.00 

MARTI N LESTE RS * 

Eagle _ ........... .. . . . .. .. ... . .... . . 135.00 
Canadian Goose . . . . . , ............. 160.00 
Shark_. _ ... ..... .. _.: . . . _ .......... 220.00 

*Winner Best Manufactured Kite 
1984 AKA Convention 

FREE SHIPPING FOR AKA MEMBERS 

[l-UGH fLY K1TlE C OMlP.\I\fr 
Write to Fran Gramkowki for a price list 

FAST DELIVERY FROM OUR LARGE INVENTORY 

High Fly Kite Co., 33 Evergreen Lane, Haddonfield, NJ 08033 
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The Atchafalaya Breeze Teasers 
recently held their annual fly 
up at the St . Mary Plaza 
Shopping Center parking lot . 
Louisiana I s only kite club had 
extra kites for use, generously 
donated by both the Wal Mart 
Department Store and K & B Drug 
Stores in Bayou Vista . Pictured 
are the 1 985 slate of officers . 
From left to right- (front) 
President Cameron Todd and his 
brother Will; ( center) Jane Todd 
and Co-Treasurer Reggi Walker; 
(back) Recording Secretary Dee 
Petkus, Treasurer Rita Wells and 
Public Relations Officer Andrea 
Burke . Business meetings are 
held the second Sunday of every 
month at the Patterson Branch 
Library in Patterson, LA, while 
informal flies are held the 
first and third Sundays of every 
month. For more information 
call Andrea Burke at (504) 
395 -5485 . 

Affiliated Clubs 
Associated Oregon Klier. 
6305 sw Cherryhitl Drive 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
Dean Davis. Pres. 
1503) 649-3945 

Alcha,.laya Breeze. Teaser. 
Rt. 2. Box 658 
Morgan Cily. LA 70380 
Cameron Todd, Pres. 
(504) 395-5485 

British Columbia 
Kltefllers Assn. 

P.O. Box 35653. Stn. E 
Vancouver. B.C. 
Canada V6M 4G9 
Clive Kilchner, Pres. 

(604) 382-5539 

Central Ohio Kltelller. Assn. 
315 S. Kellner Road 
Columbus, OH 
Fred Bell, Pres. 
(614)231-1559 

Kites Over New England 
24 Henshaw Terrace 
West Newton. MA 02165 
Ted Kuklinski or 
Carl Poehler 
(617) 332-7753 

The Maryland Kite 
Society, Inc. 

7016 Buxton Terrace 
Bethesda. MD 20817 
George Fohs. Exec. Sec. 
(301)357-4894 

Rainbow Kltetller. Society 
12045 Brown Street 
Fenton. MI 48430 
Carleton Crocket!. Pres. 
(313)629·7354 

Chicago land Sky Liners 
4705 W. Byron Street 
Chicago. Il 60641 
AI Hargus. Pres. 
(312) 545-9572 

5/20 Kite Club 
1921 Hunt Club Drive 
Grosse PI. Woods, MI 48236 
Hank Szerlag. Pres. 
(313) 886-6009 

Greater Delaware Valley 
Kite Society 

P.O. Box 426 

Newfield, NJ 08344 

Leonard M. Conover, Pres. 

(609) 697-2285 

HawaII Kltefllers Assn. 
3048-A Hinano Sireet 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
Alfred Chang. Pres. 
(808) 737-1275 

Washington Kitellier. Alln. 
c/o Pacific Science Center 
200 2nd Avenue. N. 
Seattle. WA 98109 
Doug Hagaman. Pres. 

The Wlndance Society 
P.O. Box 120504 
Nashville. TN 37212 
Jerry Harris. Pres. 
(615) 298-2510 

Toppon _ Kite Ale .. 
540 Piermont Avenue 
Piermont, NY 10968 
Wendy Plogar, Pres. 
(914) 35�9336 
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the most popular .  The world ' s  
largest zoo in Balboa Park; the 
outdoor open wild animal pa rk 
with monorail to ride while 
seeing the animals roaming free . 
There is sports fishing , whale 
watching ,  bay sailing . San 
Diego has somet-hing for every
one . Old Mexico is only 
seventeen miles away. There is 
even a trolley line to take you 
direct to the border. 

Sun and wind--peace and 
quiet--sea and surf--come to the 
1985 AKA convention for the 
finest convention and vacation 
you have ever enjoyed. The San 
Diego Kite Group invites you to 
join us October 3-5, and perhaps 
for a little while longer. 

National Festival 
by �evan Brown 

The guidelines .for the AKA 
National Kite Festival a re now 
being finalized and submitted 

, for adoption as  AKA policy . 
While there a re a few details to 
be coordinated , the general 
format has been defined. A 
general overview is provided 
here so you can begin to plan 
your next "masterpiece" and 
polish your routines. More 
details will be provided in the 
next newsletter. 

We have definetl three categories 
of events for the festival. 
These a re :  

1. Core Events � which will be 
held at each National 
Festival ,  and will use 
consistent guidelines from 
year to year .  These will 
consist of: the AKA Na
tional Comprehensive Con
test, the Member ' s Choice , 
and the Dua 1 Line Kite 
Figure Competit

'
ion . Pr-o

cedures will be provided 
for fine-tuning these from 
year to year, and for the 
pos sible addition of other 
events t.o this category . 

2 .  Sponsored Events - which 
would be events or  chal
lenges that offer an op
portunity to try new ideas. 
There would have to be a 
commitment.. from one or  more 
sponsors to provide the 
planning, judging, and 
arrange for the required 

Open skies surround the beautiful Bahia Hotel in San Diego, home of the 1985 AKA 

National Convention, Oct. 3-5. Kitefliers will have a grand chance to fly on the lovely 

beaches by the hotel and visit near-by Sea World. Registration mater.ials for the anxiously 

awaited West Coast Convention-the first since 1980-will be maiietl to all AKA members 

in the next month and then made available to everyone through the AKA News. It is 

possihle that the convention will sel'tout, so make plans and register early. 

3. 

materials . Individuals 
wanting to sponsor  an event 
should prepare a plan and 
description , and send it to 
the Festival Coordinator 
(Bevan Brown, 6636 Kirldey 
Avenue, McLean , VA 221 0 1  
for thi's year) for con,
sideration . At this time, 
we have an "Umbrella Chal
lenge" from Fred Bell, and 
Bill Bigge is working on a 
kite efficiency challenge. 
Details will follow in the 
next issue. 

. Happenints - These would be 
events t at do not require 
judging or special materi
als. Two currently pl(nned 
"Happenings "  for San 1liego 
include a continuation o f  
the Rokkaku Kite Challenge , 
and the lifting of  a Kite 
Arch over part of  the Bay. 
This will be by use of  
standard sized , colored , 
sled kites to lift a Kevlar 
line. Members will be 
encouraged to make and 
bring (or send) kites to be 
used in the event. Rick 
Bell will be coordinat.ing 
this, and will provide the 
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sled plans in the next 
issue. If you have ideas 
for an event in this cate
gory , sena details to Bevan 
Brown for consideration by 
the Festival Committee . 

There a re indications that this 
yea r  IS conventi;'on may have a 
very large and' competitive 
contingent o f  dual control kite 
fliers . We a re making plans to 
be able to handle up to 100 
contestants in the AKA National 
Dual Line Figure Xit� Competi
tion . There will be Novice and 
Open categories , and the rules 
and compulsory routines pub
lished well in advance. There 
will be approx:i.ma�ely 6 to 7 
compulsory figures (once each) , 
and a one minute free style 
routine . The fliers will draw 
for sequence, a nd will move into 
the flying a rea with the kites 
airborne. The judges will 
indicate when to start , and the 
c�ntestant will go through 
his/her routine without pausing 
between manuevers , then leave 
the a rea to land a s  the next 
contestant enters . The judges 
will not know which category a 

(Continued on next page) 
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It's an ill wind 
that blows nobody's 
kite, and if it's 
raInIng, you can 
forget it alto
gether. 

Until now! In one of those left 
field flashes of inspiration 
that we all get from time to 
time, I found a silver lining in 
one of those rainclouds over 
Nashville. 

Ever since Ben Franklin got all 
that electricity j azz over with, 
ki tefliers everywhere have 
accepted, as fact, the theory 
that kites and water don't mix . 
Of course, there a re always 
exceptions . Take old Doc What
sisname that used to use kites 
to tap into dem old lightnin ' 
bolts to recharge the Evereadys 
in one of his creations. 

It's exactly that kind of in
spired creativity that prompted 
me to

. 
take a small delta kite, a 

graphIte arrow shaft and a few 
odds and ends from my box of 
kite stuff, and let a kite be my 
umbrella .  

So there I was in Nashville with 
one heck of a nice bunch of 
creative thinking types to whom 
I issued the following chal
lenge. 

To celebrate the unbridled 
creativity of kitefliers in the 
union of two natural foes the 
kite and the umbrella, I hereby 
declare the official beginning 
of Fred Bell's Umbrella Chal
lenge for Kites. 

THE CHALLENGE 

To create a kite or kite acces
sory that best exemplifies the 
use of an umbrella as an inspi
rational, graphic, or structural 
element. 

THE CATEGORIES 

Kites 
Kite Accessories 

THE AWARDS 

Of course! How many? Who knows? 
Very special awards have been 
created for this challenge, 
worth dollars by any stretch of 
the imagination. 

I� I) • I� 

• 

• 

I. 

I( I -

All funds from the official 
Umbrella Challenge T-shirts will 
be used to subsidize the awards 
presented. 

ELIGIBILITY 

All AKA members attending the 
1985 Convention in San Diego. 
Entries must be presented in 
person . 

A�l Others: 5" x 7" photographs 
wIll be considered. DO NOT SEND 
ACTUAL KITE OR ACCESSORY . No 
entries will be returned. A 
written discription of fifty 
words or less should be 
included . (A special category 
may be created for foreign 
entries.) 
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All mail entries must be 
received by September 30th, 
1985 . Send photos and 
descriptions to : 

Umbrella Challenge Headquarters 
3 15 S .  Kellner Road 
Columbus, OH 43209 

Submission of entry constitutes 
agreement to allow the publi
cation of an entrant's kite or 
accessory in articles regarding 
this competition. 

Information regarding the 
official challenge T-shirts and 
progress updates will be coming 
in future issues . 



Best Kites 
orst 

eather 
by Tom Shaner &- Margo Brown 

There seems to be something 
about the magnificent Smith
sonian Kite Festival which 
brings out the best of the 
homemade kites and the worst of 
the weather . . .  at least for the 
last three years, that is. 

The 1985 edition of the annual 
Smithsonian fly took place on 
March 30 , on its famil iar 
grounds on the Mall near the 
base of the Washington Monument 
in the District of Columbia . 
Clouds and the threat of heavy 
rains ominously hovered over the 
nation ' s  capital all day, al
though the rains held off until 
after the last kite had been 
j udged . 

For the thousands of kitefliers 
and spectators who enj oyed the 
hundreds of kites which lit up 
an otherwise dull grey sky, this 
year ' s  weather was far superior 
to the drenching they took the 
year before; but the rawness of 
the day ate right through wool 
sweaters and many a hand was 

Smithsonian mastermind Paul Garber, the 
85-year-old Historian Emeritus of the 
National Air and Space Museum. 
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seen stuck deep in a pocket 
searching for heat . 

Still, by its very nature, 
Smithsonian is a warming experi
ence . Kitefliers from across the 
USA come to fly their kites and 
to vie for the coveted awards 
and honors whi ch are bestowed 
upon the best . It ' s  a chance to 
renew old friendships and to be 
excited by new kite creations. 

Of course, it ' s  also a time to 
study some of the best known 
kitefliers in action as they 
assist in making Smithsonian 
successful by volunteering as 
j udges, registrars, and field 
marshals, and generally assis
ting in the administration of 
the event . Red Braswell, Bevan 
and Nargo Brown, Mel and Valerie 
Govig, Pete Ianuzzi, Angela 
Dittmar and Susan Si lverstein 
were among the many who pitched 
in .  They were all helping the 
man who created and has promoted 
the Smithsonian Fly since 1967, 
the 85 -year-old Historian Emeri
tus of the National Air and 
Space Nuseum, Paul Garber . 

A member of the Smithsonian 
staff since 1920, Garber sug
gested the kite festival when 
Secretary S .  Dil lon Ripley, on 
returning from a trip to Paris 
where he had seen Parisians 
using their public  parks, called 
a meeting to discuss how to get 
people to make use of the Mall 
and the park land surrounding 
the Smithsonian. 

Even in the unseasonbaly cool 
spring temperatures whi ch have 
been a part of Smithsonian for 
the last three years, Garber, 
with his thoughtful comments and 
enthusiasm brightens the atmo
sphere for novice and expert 
alike . 

This kite flying legend 
received his first kite on his 
fifth birthday . He was hooked; 
flight became his fascination. 
In 1909 , at the tender age of 
10 , Garber witnessed the his
toric test of the nation ' s  first 
mil itary plane, piloted by 
Orville Wright . That plane now 
hangs in the Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museum . It is Garber ' s  
favorite. 

As a Boy Scout, a kite got 
Garber his first merit badge and 
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he la ter wrote a pamphlet on how 
to build a kite. At the age of 
15, he cop ied a Smithsonian 
model of an 1894 Octave Chanute 
glider, expanding the dimensions 
to build a glider with a 20-foot 
wingspan that carried him aloft. 

During World War II, Garber 
developed his famous target 
ki te . Lacking targets, Navy 
gunners would practice shooting 
at clouds, which Garber thought 
was boring. In his spare time, 
he made a kite and painted on it 
a Japaneses face, thumbing its 
nose. The new " target" was a 
sensation. La ter Garber de
veloped a two-string maneuver
able version of the target kite 
and more than 1, 000 were built. 
Today, of course, they are 
collector ' s  items. 

Garber maintains his enthusiasm 
for flight in all forms and 
continues to encourage new 
fliers to develop their skills. 
The Smithsonian Festival at
tracts not only the well-known 
fliers, but each year many 
hundreds of people experience 
kite flying at its finest under 
Garber ' s  watchful eye. 

Entering the flying grounds 
around 1 1:00 a.m. , one quickly 
saw a long line of anxious 
kitefliers waiting patiently to 
register and have their special 
moment in the roped-off j udging 
area. All kites entered in the 
Smithsonian competition must be 
hand made. 

The first kite to bring out the 
"oohs" and "ahhs" was Jan and 
Wayne Hosking's "Star Burst". 
Now from Houston, TX, the Hosk
ings were formerly of Michigan. 
They are known for beautiful and 
elaborate kites- -Jan is an 
artist and has created kites for 
many art displays. 

Their 1985 Smithsonian kite was 
designed in a seven sister style 
but as Wayne pointed out, "A 
seven sister has all seven 
pa tterns identical. This kite 
has six identical hexagonal 
patterns and a center pattern 
designed in a six-point star. " 

Next came Reggie Johnson and his 
lovely daughter, Felicia, of 
Oxon Hill, MD. Reggie had built 
an intricate sa iling ship design 
kite with three 3 ft . masts and 
five sets of sa ils on each mast. 
The kite was extremely delicate 

and required the help of  compe
tition official Nick Ferriter of  
Washington, D.C. for the launch. 

Bob Drake of Waldorf, MD ,  
brought out his interesting kite 
train of three modified Peter 
Lynn boxes. Drake, too, needed 
launch assistance, and along 
with his close friend Greg 
Hedberg of Silver Spring, MD and 
brother-in-law Paul Oliver of  
Washington, Drake recruited tIel 
Govig from Baltimore. 

As the kites rose one at a time 
in the j udging area, specta tors 
and kitefliers alike had plenty 
of opportunity to walk around 
the Mall and get a close-up look 
at all the kites. They also had 
a chance to talk with some of 
the country's best known kite
fliers. 

Standing in line wa iting their 
turns to fly were Leland Toy of 
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San Francisco, CA; Pam Kirk of 
Columbus, OH; Dave Nichols of 
Lafayette, IN; Nancy Keating of 
Columbus, OR and Skye Morrison 
of Toronto. 

Morrison, waiting to fly her 
striking flamingo kite, should 
be given an award for her kite
flying fashion. At Smithsonian, 
Skye was bright in spite of  the 
dull, grey skies above. From 
bottom to top, Skye had bright 
two- tone blue running shoes with 
electric pink laces, shockin-g 
pink tights, orangish-red sweat 
pants rolled to mid-calf, a blue 
sweat shirt appliqued with a 
field of  flowers and a magni fi
cent array of pink, orange, 
yellow and red kites dancing 
from shoulder to shoulder and 
from neck to wa ist; white 
kite flying gloves and a hat 
simply too complicated to 
describe. 

( Continued on next page) 



"Ode to Sol" held high by its maker Charles Millard Benton. III. of College Park Md.. 
won the High Prestige Ingenuity Award. It is made of cellophane and 1//' dowels. 

Skye Morrison-bright two-tone blue 
shoes with electric pink laces. shocking 
pink tights ... and kites dancing from 
shoulder to shoulder. 

(Continued from previous page ) 

Over near the registration area, 
Olan and Bernice Turner of 
Yardley, PA, were busy promoting 
the upcoming Bucks County Kite 
Fly, and Fred Bell of Columbus, 
OH, was pushing his Umbrella 
Challenge for the AKA Convention 
to be held in San Diego, October 
3-5. 

Doreen Minter of Gambrills, MD 
was checking in with a cute bird 
kite designed to look like a 
golden peacock with delicate 
blue feathered wings, and 
Charles Millard Benton, III, of 
College Park, MD, was there with 
his "Ode to Sol, " a kite that 
looked sort of like a satellite. 
Benton went on to win the "High 
Prestige Ingenuity Award" 
presented by Col. and Mrs. Bevan 
Brown. 

Just about that time, Jerry 
Hartnet and his friend Marty 
Hargadon of Washington, D.C., 
took their chance on the compe
tition field and set aflight a 
classic box kite designed like 
dice. Warren Bailey of 
Delaware, OR, readied his train 
of 30 star kites for j udging. 

Graham Marshall of Baltimore, 
MD, unveiled a handsome oriental 
ki te made and given him as a 
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gift by master kitemaker Takeshi 
Nishibayashi of Japan. The kite 
featured a large portrait of an 
American Indian with full war 
bonnet pa inted on a red field. 

And over in a grove of 
Washington ' s  famous cherry 
trees, which were in full bloom, 
Robert Eames of Middletown, PA, 
was explaining the intricacies 
of his eight-foot tetrahedral 
which he had made with arrow 
shafts for struts. 

The incomparable Mary Ochse of 
Ocean City, MD, armed wi.th a new 
camera and a 24-oz. rum and 
coke, crawled through the trees 
trying to properly frame a large 
Sutton through the blossoming 
branches. 

Kite Lines magazine ' s  assistant 
editor Lenny Conover was caught 
napping in his easy chair after 
having put in over six hours of 
flying . Eileen Kinnaird of 
Bethesda, MD, was scooting 
around the Mall on a lO-inch 
modified bicycle. 

Hyperki tes' manufacturer, Rick 
Bell, of San Diego, CA, was 
flying his new maneuverable 
Ghost Kites, which will be 
released soon for distribution 
around the country . tlarsha 
Wight of the AKA office was 
strutting around the Mall 
showing off AKA ' s  handsome new 
T-shirt. 

Ah, Smithsonian! No matter the 
weather, it ' s  always a warming 
feeling to be there. 

Special thanks to Margo Brown 
who rushed to us this list of 
1985 Smithsonian winners. 

In addi tion to all the work 
Margo did the day of 
Smithsonian, she also hosted 
over 160 kitefliers from around 
the country at her home that 
evening. 

As reported by Margo, this 
year ' s  Smithsonian winners are: 

Skip Woodward of Richmond, whose 
unique keeled and vented kite 
brought him the Aerodynamics 
Award which is sponsored by the 
National/Aeronautics Administra
tion; 

Martin Lester of London, England 
and Skye Morrison of Philadel-
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phia , PA , whose team effort in 
creating and flying a life-like 
pink flamingo won them the 
Blanche Noyes Memorial Award for 
Beauty; 

Alison Rucker , hometown unknown , 
whose striking black horse kite 
captured the Youth category for 
Beauty which is sponsored by 
Miss Stephanie Brown; 

Charles Benton of Col lege Park , 
MD, whose unique winged-globe 
design was best in the Col . and 
Mrs . Bevan H .  Brown sponsored 
Ingenuity Award; 

and the a lways magnificent 
Adrian Conn of Windsor , Canada , 
whose giant dragonflys earned 
him the National Aeronautic and 
Space Administrations' Highest 

� Score Overall Award . 

... 

Chuck Holmes of Spartinsburg , 
SC , flew a cobra in the cobra 
competition. Mary Homes Barrett 
of Isle of Palms , SC ,  flew in 
the single surface competition . 
Nancy Holmes Allen of Aldephi , 
MD, flew in the novelty compe
titions .  Cindy Allen of Takoma 
Park , MD, flew in the novelty 
competi tion. Char lie Henderson 
of Decatur , GA , flew in the 
winged-box competition .  Together 
they teamed up to win the Smith
sonian Family Award . 

Thirty-two categories of Entry 
Awards are offered each year a t  
Smithsonian . While the Autogyro 
class had no entries , the other 
31 included such winners as 
Robert Price of Burtonsville , 
MD, who won the Early Birds of 
Aviation's Magnus Rotary Award. 
It was the first time in the 1 7  
years the award has been of
fered , that it had been won , 
reported AKA's Rotary-router 
W . D .  "Red" Braswell of Manassa , 
VA , who won the American Kite
fliers Association's Multi-Cell 
Award . 

A complete list of the Entry 
Award Winners includes: 

AIRPLANE (Sponsor: National 

AUTO GYRO 

Aviation Club ) - -
William Bigge , German
town , MD. 

(Sponsor: 
Girls) --No 

Whirly 
entries . 

BIRD KITE ( Sponsor: Weisger-
ber ) - -Doreen Minteer 
of Gambrills , MD. 

Reggie Johnson's sailing ship (top left), two of Bob Drake's trio of modified Peter Lynn 
boxes (center), Warren Bailey lets out a 30-star train (right) and judges Red Braswell, Pete 
Ianuzzi and Steve Bernstein. 

BOX KITE (Sponsor: Experimen
tal Aircraft Associa
tion) - - (Senior) Val 
Deale , Arlington , VA; 
(Youth) Louisa Winer , 
Bethesda , MD. 

COBRA (Sponsor: American 
Public Power Associa
tion)  --Jon Burkhardt , 
Bethesda , MD. 

COMBINED (Sponsor: National 
Aeronautics Associa-
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COMPOUND 

DELTA 
SENIOR 

tion ) - -Daniel Flint
j er ,  Depew , NY. 

( Sponsor: Santos 
Dumont/Brazilian Air 
Attache) --Marian 
Conners , Horsehead , 
NY. 
(Sponsor: Al Hartig/ 
Kite Site ) - - P .  1an
uzzi , Catonsville , MD. 

(Continued on next page) 



(Continued from previous page) 

DELTA 
YOUTH 

DELTOID 

DRAGON 

FIGURE 

FLEXWING 

FUNNIEST 

MAGNUS 
ROTARY 

MULTI
CELL 

NOVELTY 
SENIOR 

NOVELTY 
YOUTH 

ORIENTAL 

(Sponsor : Delta Air 
Lines ) - -Wendell Pet
ers, Washington, D . C .  

(Sponsor : National 
Air and Space Museum 
Docents) - -Pamela 
Reece, Fairfax Sta
tion, VA . 

(Sponsor : Mr & Mrs . 
S tephen J. Bernstein) 
- -Warren Bailey, 
Delaware, OH. 

(Sponsor : P-40 Award 
Fighter Pilot Bill 
Reynolds) --Steve 
Bernstein, Arlington, 
VA. 

(Sponsor : Smithsonian 
Magazine ) --Ted Karl, 
Ravenna, OH. 

(Sponsor : National 
Capital Parks) - - (Sen
ior) Nancy Keating, 
Columbus, OH; (Youth) 
Susan Reece, Fairfax 
Station, VA. 

(Sponsor : Early Birds 
of Aviation ) --Robert 
Price, Burtonsville, 
MD. 

(Sponsor : American 
Kitefliers ,Associa
tion)--W.D . Braswell, 
Manassa, VA. 

(Sponsor : Kite Lines 
Magazine ) --Pamela 
Kirk, Columbus, OH. 

(Sponsor : Col. 
Charles E .  Gries) -
John Wilson, Lafay
ette, IN. 

(Sponsor: Mrs . Anna 
Chennault)--Cinda 
Shannon, Carlyse, PA. 

PARAFOIL (Sponsor : Dom Jal
bert) - -Leland Toy, San 
Francisco, CA . 

PATRIOTIC (Sponsor: Civil Air 
YOUTH Patrol) --Adam New

comer, Rockville, MD. 

RADIAL (Sponsor : American 
Consulting Engineers 
Council) --Jan and 

Wayne Hoskings, Hous
ton, TX . 

ROKKAKU (Sponsor : Japanese 
American Society of  
Washington, D.C . ) --Pat 
Daly, Chicago, IL. 

SINGLE 
SURFACE 
SENIOR 

SINGLE 
SiJRFACE 
YOUTH 

SLED 
SENIOR 

SLED 
YOUTH 

SPACE 
CRAFT 

WINGED 
BOX 

(Sponsor: Gates 
Learj et) --Jim Dornan, 
Vienna, VA . 

(Sponsor : Mr. & Mrs. 
Wood Ellis)--Katie 
Carter, Arlington, VA . 

(Sponsor : Dan Kain ) -
Mary Piper, Fairfax 
Station, VA . 

(Sponsor : Smithsonian 
Sales Shops) --Liam 
Kingdome, College 
Park, MD. 

(Sponsor: National 
Space Club) Luther 
Hux, Annadale, VA. 

(Ramsey Memorial 
Award) --Rebecca Fried
burg, Alexandria, VA. 

Smithsonian Tip 

On her modified lO-inch kite and kite flier . 
transporting vehicle, Eileen Kinnaird 
scoots across the Washington Mall. 

Braswell's Red Cross 
THE RED CROSS CONNECTION 

by W. D. Braswell 
Copyright 1984 

Used With Permission 

The connection pictured is the 
strongest, neatest and simplist 
that I have found for a place 
where two dowels cross as in 

� -
--
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Eddy ' s  or box kites . 

It is a broad band 0/4" to 3/4" 
of plastic tubing pushed snugly 
over both dowels to the proper 
location. When the dowels are 
turned to right angles, the 
connector forms a secure, 
non-slip fitting . 
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Greger & Van Gilder 

Kite Teaching 
Vacations 

Ma rgaret Greger and Jack Van 
Gilder have each turned their 
ki teflying hobbies into "vaca
tion specials." Following is a 
dialogue: 

JACK: Seattle Youth Symphony 
conducts a three-week summer 
music camp at Fort Flagler State 
Pa rk , WA , for some 225 young 
people aged 12 to 2l . Ft. 
Flagler is a former coa st a rtil
lery post with a huge , old-fash
ioned parade ground and constant 

\ 
� 
. 

.' 

With more than 100 kites already out, 
Jack Van Gilder lets out more at Seattle 
Youth Symphony Camp. 

ocean b reezes , 70 miles north of 
Seattle . 

About six years ago , I started 
taking all  the supplies , sample 
kites and plans to camp for the 
first four days and set up a 
workshop. They put me into a 
smal lish kitchen with lots of 
counter space and a beautiful 
view of Puget Sound . Also free 
room and board. In these four 
days , I train two or three adult 
counselors to take over the 
kitemaking duties for the bal
ance of the three weeks . There 
is lots of time to work on and 
fly my own kites , listen to good 
music and goof off. I come back 
for another 2 or 3 days at the 
end of camp and bundle up and 
take everything home again. 

MARGARET� Chief Joseph Summer 
Seminars is a community-funded 
day camp for the children of 
Wallowa County , Oregon . The 
staff lives in tents on the 
ranch where the camp is held . 
Meals and supplies are provided. 
The camp day is six hours ( four 
ses sions ) .  Buses bring in the 
children ( around 150 , grades 
3-8 ) .  

The kite shop is a shed with 
open sides and plywood/sawhorse 
tables . We fly kites in the 
pa sture. 

I limit cla s s  size to the 12-15 
which the tables will accomo
date, but to avoid doing four 
demos and four classes a day ,  I 
have morning and afternoon 
ses sions with the kids teamed to 
make two kites. This also helps 
to alleviate the initial  kite 
feeding frenzy. Kite experts 
quickly emerge and are eager to 
he lp. 

JACK: I can see that our situa-
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tions a re very different. My 
campers are mostly high school 
age. Generally , they can follow 
p lans and use my 30-watt solder
ing irons to do heat-bonding of 
the plastic bags and sheeting . 
I hang six or seven samples from 
the ceiling with a description 
card and price- -25¢ to 
$1.50- -plus 5¢ for plans , 
separately. They have three 
weeks to become expert and 
filter through the workshop 
1 2 - 1 5  at a time , 2 hours daily . 
I stock a couple s leds , a 
tra shbag  and a tissue paper 
delta , a 25-ft. Thai cobrakite , 
a two- line stunt kite and the 
boys' favorite , a simple fighter 
kite . 

MARGARET: It  takes  a couple of 
days for everyone to make a 
kite. Then we can begin dishing 
out second helpings , and go 
beyond the tried-and-true design 
to variations , with the kids 
drafting their own patterns. 
This is the exciting pa rt of 
camp kitemaking , because I 
invite the kids to help me think 
of better ways . Much of the R&D 
for my books was done at CJSS . 

Flying kites is , of  course , the 
whole point. Because the valley 
s lope s  down from the kite shop , 

(Continued on next page) 

Kites fly to the beautiful music played by 
Seattle Youth Symphony. 



KRAlY KITES 
ON THE PIER 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. 23451 
PHONE: (804) 428-0753 

FRAN LAW 
PEGGY LACHMAN 

Fly 
A 

Winner! 

\ 
� 

Information on request 
1821 5th Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92101 
(619) 231-4977 

"The High Performance Kite Company" 

(Continued from previous page) 

we can always test kites . When 
the breeze is fine, I close up 
the kitemaking and move out on 
the hill for general kiteflying . 

Crochet thread bought by the bag 
at Goodwill and wound on 6" 
squares of cardboard makes the 
"camp reels" which are to be 
used and returned to a box by 
the door . 

I scrounge materials, buy dowels 
by the 1, 000, and manage to keep 
costs at 25¢-35¢ a kite . I 
inventory the supplies before 
and after the week of kitemak
ing, and bill the camp for 
materials used . 

JACK: So much for my seashore 
vacation . My mountain situation 
is similar to yours: kitemakers 
whisking through quickly, neces
sitating an easy, simple kite . 
In  the middle of the high Cas
cades of north-central Washing
ton is the village of Holden, a 
Lutheran retreat center . People 
generally stay about a week and 
an intergenerational activity 
wa s needed . So we require 
children under ten to bring an 
adult . Another requirement is 
that, because Holden is in a 
National Wilderness, the.kites 
be biodegradable (tissue paper) 
and must also fit into luggage . 

My wife and I go to Holden for a 
week ( free room and board) in 
early June, set up a kitemaking 
workshop in a crafts room, 
supplying material for four 
different kites and training a 
couple staff persons . We use 
your mini-pocket sled plan, 
regular sleds, the soft sled and 
the Bill Lee tissue paper delta . 
The kiteshop is open for two 
hours I'm lax on that) so we 
have plenty of time to partake 
of the program . 

MARGARET: Last year I spent a 
week in May at Camp Field, at 
Leavenworth, WA (not far from 
Holden) . This was a week of 
outdoor ed with 80+ sixth grad
ers from two schools. I had a 
private cabin, meals and evening 
entertainment around the camp
fire. 

Parent chaperones were eager to 
help. The crafts shop is small 
and with consecutive cla s ses, I 
really needed help to keep 
materials and tools organized. 
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Dave Cheekley, Margaret Gregor, 
Marleen Zilar and Dan Kurahashi at Ft. 
Warden. 

I used the same sys tern for 
reels, and kites were flown as  
built and during the long lunch 
break, and then packed in boxes 
to be brought back by the bus . 
When choosing a kite design for 
camp, it is important to consi
der how the kids will get their 
kites home . 

JACK: For anyone who enj oys 
getting into a vacation resort 
situation on an expenses-paid 
basis, I can think of no better 
method than teaching kites for a 
few hours a day . I tried push
ing the idea to the limit re
cently by investigating the 
pos sibility of being the offi
cia 1 ki tes-person-expert on an 
ocean cruise ship . It didn't 
work. They must FILL THOSE 
STATEROOMS . About the only way 
it can be done is to work 
through a travel agent, making 
up a tour, charging enough so 
that you, as the kite expert, 
gets a freebee . I would be very 
interested in hearing from other 
kiters around the country on 
this subject. Any la st words of 
wisdom, Margaret? 

MARGARET: Yes: advice. De
tails can kill you at these 
camps . Bring your own well
marked tools ( scissors, etc . ) .  
Nail down your own space . One 
time I tried sharing space with 
a potter . Believe me, it 
doesn't work . Bring and charge 
for your own supplies .  Make 
sure that you will only have as  
many students at  a time as  space 
and help will allow . And, 
lastly: Try it! It's fun! 
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How High 
Is It? 

What do you say when someone 
asks that inevitable question? 
Most of us answer by telling the 
questioner how much string we 
have out . Some of the more 
careful among us will guess at 
the kite ' s  actual altitude . " 

, 
SInce It IS  usually obvious that 
the kite is not directly over
head . 

The kite and the flier occupy 
the acute angles  of a right 
triangle . The sides of the 
triangle are the hypotenuse, 
repr�sented by the string, the 
vertIcal leg from the kite to 
the point directly below on the 
ground, and the horizontal leg, 
from the flier to the point 
directly below the kite . The 
two legs inters ect at a right 
angle . 

It is not that difficult to 
dete rmine how high a kite is 
flying, as long as you can tel l  
the angle the string makes to 
the ground, and how long the 
string is . The process is a 
simple trigonometric solution to 
the right triangle, using the 
sine �f the angle . The formula 
is: 

x = sine (a)  * S 

In this case, X is the kite ' s  
altitude, a is the angle of the 
string to the ground, and S is 
the length of the string. The 
sine value can be found in any 
trigonometry textbook, or book 
of mathematical tables . Most 
microcomputers also have trigo
nometric functions in ROM, but 
check your manual as to the 
correct form for your computer. 

Most people don ' t  take their 
computer to the flying field . 

Nor do they usual ly take a trig 
text unless they are supposed to 
be studying for a test . Here is 
a handy table of altitudes based 
on flying angle and string 
length . 

TABLE OF KITE ALTITUDES 
ANGLE 30 45 60 75 85 
(Degrees ) 
STRING 
LENGTH (Feet) 

100 50 69 87 97 9 9  
200 1 0 0  1 3 8  1 73  193 199  
300  150 206  260  290 299 
400 200 275 346 386 398 
500 250 343 433 482 498 

1000 500 687 866 965 996  
1500 750 1031  1299 1448 1494 
2000 1000 1375  1732 1931  1992 
2500 1250 1 7 19 2165 2414 2490 
3000 1500 2063 2598 289 7 2988 
3500 1750 2407 3031 3380 3486 
4000 2000 275 1 3464 3863 3984 
5 000 2500 3438 4330 4329 4980 
6000 3000 4126 5 196 5795  5977  

This table does not take into 
account string sag, which is 
caused by wind and gravity, For 
the sake of simplicity, we have 
assumed that the string is taut . 
To make the tab le easier to use, 
here are the angles the table 

JAPAN ESE  KITES 

describes. Your answer to "How 
high is 'i t? " won ' t  be absolutely 
accurate, but it will be, as the 
saying goes, "good enough for 
gov' ment work . "  

Classified Ads 
Fly my hand made Bird Kites .  
Write or call Don Smith at 318  
Oakhill Drive, Troy, MI 48084 . 
( 3 13 )  646-39 7 1  for information 
and p rices . Awarded Honorable 
Mention at Nashville convention . 

FOR DETAILS ON AKA CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING, TURN TO P. 6 

JiL �  Fg��� 
(God of the Winds) 

1 870 Kensington Avenue, Burnaby, B.C. ,  Canada V5B 4E1 

SHIRONE ROKKAKU KITE 
Ca l le d  Mak i- Ika l oca l ly b e cause it can 
be r o l le d  up to s t ore or carry . 

T oran osuke WATANABE ' s  f ine s t  w ork . 
C omp lete w i th exp lana t i on s he e t . 
SPECIAL S iz e 7  : 3 6 " h  $32 . 00 + $4 . 0 0 MAIL 

" 5 : 2 8"h $27 . 5 0  + " 

Other traditional Japanese kites avai lable. Certified check only accepted. 

\XE1L THOR[lUr.� 
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BOO N ?  DOMD? 
WORL D'S M OST CONT ROVERSIAL KITE BOOK 
SUPER KITES. not so super book ' 

_ .. over reduced drawings '. 

. . .  0 much deserved place alongside othgr classic books in k i t ing . .' 

... diagrams are clear.�. eyestrain .! ... mi ld mannered .. '. 

. . .  0 pl easure to
' 

read . .  ' . .  tangled text . . . l i k e  coiled monofilamenL ' 

. k i t e  expertise .... no book experience_' ._ . muddy grammar .... 

II ... w i l l  be in any k i te Iibrary .... called complete.'.: . . . informat ive .. ' 

l� ".new ideas not found in other kite books.' . ...... -----1 
. . reading it brought us l it t l e  pleasure .. z. 

S7.95- POSTAGE INC. 

. . . .  fun shines through on every pag�.I. 

I .  .. AKA NEWS z ... KITE LINES 

NEIL THOR BURN 

4738 ELMHURST DR. 
SAN JOSE, CA 95129 

h.Z.5�VER'SE"" SURF. WAlll 
WOHEYOAOERS OHL.Y-HO CH[CKS 
ON FOREIGN SANKS 



Kite Events 
MRiD 26 1985 . THANK GOD I ' M  
�ATED KITE FLY . Core Creek 
Park , Langhorne , PA . CONTACT : 
Sue Carroll , (609) 799 -6393 . 

June 2 1985 . 7th ANNUAL KITE 
FESTIVAL, Harrison Hot Springs , 
B . C .  CONTACT : BCKA , Box 35653 , 
Station . E ,  Vancouver ,  BC V6M 
4G9 . 

June 8 1985 . 3rd ANNUAL 
ROGALLO KITE FESTIVAL . Nags 
Head , NC . ,  Competition for home 
built kites based on s ize , 
des ign and function . Stunt kite 
competition . CONTACT : Kitty 
Hawk Kites , 1-800-334-4777 . 

June 8 ,  1985 . 
KITE FESTIVAL , 
NH .  Sponsored 
Beach Chamber 

HAMPTON BEACH 
Hampton Beach , 
by the Hampton 
of Commerce . 

The Quality goes in 
before the l ine goes out . 

sban'tf 
kf'te 

spooLs 2021 Folsom . San Franc isco  • 941 1 0  

�ction �ites 
The Original Act io n  kite company is still alive and flying 

higher then ever. 

Action Kites is proud to announce the action kite PRO, and 
the introduction of skybond*flylines by Shanti kite spools. 

the Action Kite PRO, the latest inovation from Action Kites. 
based on the same high quality of the -original- Action kite, 

the pro offers the stunt kite enthusiast the challenge . . . . •  

Action Kite i s  now incorporating new· skybond* flylines 
skybond* offers safety, reliabil ity, and less structural 

stretch then kevlar flyl ines. skybond* is sleeved with 
dacron over the entire length which means less cuts,no U.V. 

breakdown , and no flying time lost to sleeve your lines. 

CONTACT : Dan Loughlin , (603) 
432-6969 , or (603) 926-2056 . 

June 8 ,  1985 . CHARLIE BROWN AND 
SOOPY KITE FLY . Cricket Hil l , 
Chicago , IL . CONTACT : Charlie  
Sotich , (312) 735- 1353 . 

June 9 1985 . 2nd ANNUAL 
PARKSViLLE KITE FESTIVAL , 
Parksville , B . C .  CONTACT : BCKA , 
Box 35653 , Station E ,  Vancouver ,  
BC V6M 4G9 . 

June 9 1985 . HAULOVER BEACH 
FESTIvAL. On the intra- coastal  
waterway s ide of the beach in  
Miami , FL . Noon to 4 : 00 p . m .  
Sponsored b y  Dade County Parks 
and Kites on A String . CONTACT : 
Donald  Linne (305) 447-9616 . 

June 14 1985 . FATHER ' S  DAY 
KITE FESTIVAL . C lover Point , 
Victori a , B . C .  CONTACT : BCKA , 
Box 35653 , Station E ,  Vancouver , 
BC V6M 4G9 . 

June 15 , 1985 . KITE FESTIVAL , 
11 : 00 a . m . , Duncans Mills , CA . 
CONTACT : The Cro s s ing (707) 
865-2829 . 

June 16 , 1985 . 14th ANNUAL 
FATHER' S DAY KITE FESTIVAL , 
12 : 00 - 4 : 00 p . m . , Marina Green , 

compare our prices and our quality and you'll see 
Why we are still the best. • •  

Custom models available 
call for prices. 

a l l  kite. Include 8kybond *,hand le8.8tora g e  bag 
* 8kybond 18 • reg istered trademark of shantl  kite spools 

- 18-

Action Kites 
6284 via regia 
San Diego, Ca 921 22 
(6 1 9)453-8795 



; 

San Francisco , CA . Kitemakers 
of San Franci s co will be giving 
away 500 free kites . CONTACT : 
Nichael Saba , (415)  956-318l . 

June 21-23 , 1985 . SCHEVENINGEN 
INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL , The 
Netherlands . CONTACT : Gerard 
Van der Loo , Vlieger Op ! ,  
Weteringkade 5 A ,  25 15 AK ,  The 
Hague , Netherlands . 

June 23 , 1985 . 23rd ANNUAL SR . 
�OffiY ELECTA MEMORIAL FLY , Lisle , 
IL .  CONTACT :  Al Hargus , ( 3 1 2 )  
545-957 2 . 

July 1 4 ,  1985 . KITE FLY ON THE 
FARM . Rockford , I L .  CONTACT : 
Charlie Sotich , ( 3 1 2 )  735- 1353 . 

July 20, 1985 . KITE FESTIVAL , 
11 : 00 a . m . , Duncans Nills , CA . 
CONTACT : The Crossing (707 ) 
865 -2829 . 

July 2 1 , 1985 . SEAFEST KITE 
FLY , Vanier Park , Vancouver ,  
B . C . , CONTACT : BCKA , Box 
35653 , Station E ,  Vancouver ,  
B . C .  V6M 4G9 . 

July 28, 1985 . 2ND ANNUAL 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH KITE FLY . 
Sponsors for the event a re the 
Jacksonville Beach Recreation & 

Pa rks Depa rtment along with the 
Howard Johnson ' s  on the Ocean 
Front . Held on the ocean in 
front of the Howard Johnson ' s .  
CONTACT :  Jimmy Wilkins , (904)  
249-2381 , ext . 236 . 

August 17, 1985 . KITE FESTIVAL . 
1 1 : 00 a . m . , Duncans Mill s , CA . 
CONTACT : The Cross ing (707 ) 
865-2829 . 

August 19-25 , 1985 . FOURTH 
ANNUAL WASHINGTON STATE 
INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL . 
CONTACT : Kay Buesing , 
Coordinator (206) 665-5 744 . 

August 3 1-September 1, 1985 . 
U .  S . AIR FORCE MUSEUN WORKSHOP 
AND KITE COMPETITION , Dayton , 
OH . The big event of the year 
for COKA . Theme "Birth of 
Flight . "  CONTACT : Fred Bell , 
315  S .  Kellner Road , Columbus , 
OH 43209 . 
October  1 -3 ,  1985 . KTA ANNUAL 
MEETING AND TRADE SHOW , Bahia 
Hotel , San Diego , CA . CONTACT : 
Ca rol Shaner , (30 1 )  752-3318 . 

October 3-5, 1985 . AKA 
CONVENTION , Bahia Hotel , San 
Diego , CA . CONTACT : AKA 
Headquarters , (30 1 )  752-3320 . 

p s  
N o· ..... v i n  s t u r dy A.B S p la s t i c !  F O U R  s i z e s  

5 "  2 . 5 0  ea 
8 "  3 . 0 0  ea I�ITES A\\'EIOH 

6 F l e e t  s t re e t  
Rnnapol i s ,  MD 2 1 4 0 1  

7 "  o::::J . O O  ea 
B "  5 . 0 0  ea 
p o s ta g e  pa i d  

JOIN US FOR THE THIRD ANNUAL SUMMER GAMES 
Kite Flying At Its Best ! 

SA TURDA Y - JUNE 1 ,  1 985 - MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 

SPONSORED BY: 

.rIJ�BinSWanger Glass 
Company 

A National Gypsum Company 

Resort Hotel 

AKA SANCTIONED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (803) 449-2856 - or- (803) 238-4784 
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High As A Kite 
34 Pri ncess Street 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
(41 5) 332-8944 

Kite a Gift, Inc. 
333 Jefferson Street 
San Francisco, CA 941 33 
(41 5) 885-5785 

Hyperkltes 
1 821 Fifth Avenue 
San Diego,  CA 921 0 1  
(61 9) 231 -4977 

Kltemakers of San Francisco 
Pier 39, Space A-1 3 
San Francisco, CA 941 33 
(41 5) 956-3 1 8 1  

Fighting Kite Co. 
31 1 6  Arlotte Avenue 
Long Beac h ,  CA 90808 
(213)  598-5306 

Seaport Kite Shop 
867 W. Harbor Drive 
San Diego, CA 921 0 1  
(61 9) 232-2268 

The Crossing 
P.O. Box 248 
Duncan M i l ls ,  CA 95430 
(707) 865-2829 

Victoria Kite Store 
62-560 Joh nson Street 
Vancouver, British Col umbia  
Ganada V8W 3C6 
(604) 381 -5377 

Touch the Sky, Inc. 
836 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4W 2 H 1  
(41 6) 964-0434 

Touch the Sky-Harbourslde 
207 Queens Quay West 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M5J 1 A7 
(41 6) 362-5983 

The Kite Store 
1 4 1 5  Lari mer Square 
Denver, CO 80202 
(303) 623-2353 

HI-Flier Manufacturing 
P.O. Box 280 
Pen rose, CO 8 1 2 1 2  
1 -(800) 525-7563 

The Kite Site 
3 1 0 1  M Street, N.W. 
Washi ngto n ,  DC 20007 
(202) 965-4230 

The Kite Shop 
49 Rehoboth Avenue 
Rehoboth Beach,  DE 1 9971 
(302) 227- 1 6 1 6  

TOYB Ahoy 
28 Periwinkle Place 
San i bel Is land,  FL 33957 
(813) 472-4800 

Kites On A String, Inc. 
3098A Fuller Street 
Coconut Grove, FL 33 1 33 
(305) 447-961 6  

Member Merchants 
The fol lowi ng merchants have ag reed to al low a 1 0% d i scount to AKA members. 

Harper's Bizarre 
99 E. Pal metto Park Road 
Boca Raton,  FL 33432 
(305) 392-9297 

Key West Kite Company 
409 Greene Street 
Key West, FL 33040 
(305) 296-2535 

Kltesvllle USA, Inc. 
405 Gulf Boulevard 
Indian Rocks Beach ,  FL 33535 
(81 3) 596-3431 

Kite Fantasy 
2863 Kalakaua Avenue 
Honol u l u ,  H I  9681 5 
(808) 732-KITE 

Stanton Hobby Shop, Inc. 
4734 North Mi lwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, I L  60630 
(31 2) 283-6449 

Video Hotline, Inc. 
858 Green Bay Road 
Win netka, IL 60093 
(31 2) 441 -8070 

Sight Delight flight 
31 West Street 
Foxboro, MA 02035 
(61 7) 232-631 3 

Kites Aweigh 
6 Fleet Street 
Annapolis,  MD 2 1 401 
(301 ) 268-6065 

The Kite Loft 
51 1 Boardwalk 
Ocean City,  M D  21 842 
(30 1 )  289-6852 

The Kite Loft 
Harborplace 
Light Street Pavi l ion 
Balt imore, MD 21 201 

Unique Place/World of Kites 
525 S.  Washi ngton at Sixth 
Royal Oak, M I  48067 
(31 3) 398-5900 

Soar-n-Dlplly Kite Shop 
1 1 02 Flushing Road 
Fl int ,  MI 48504 
(31 3) 234-8320 

Kite Kraft 
245 S. Main 
Frankenmuth , M I  48734 
(51 7) 781 -3029 

Toys Ahoy 
249 Culver Street 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
(61 6) 857-262 1 

Sky Une Kite Shop 
Tower 200 
Detroit,  MI 48243 
(313) 249-4504 

Mackinac Kite Company 
Box 676 
Macki naw City, MI 49701 
(61 6) 436-8051 

Kitty Hawk Kites 
Bypass 1 58, Mi le  Post 1 3  
Nagshead , N C  27959 
(91 9) 441 -41 25 

Something In the Air 
353 Ocean Bou levard 
Ham pton Beach,  NH 03842 

Gone With the Wind 
Old Cobblestone Vi l l age 
Vernon,  NJ 07462 
(20 1 )  827-8754 

Gone With the Wind 
Americana Resort 
McAfee, NJ 07428 
(201 ) 827-3555 

The FLUTTER MOUSE 
Kite Shop 

Indoor Market 
East Brunswick,  NJ 088 1 6  

Colors o f  the Wind 
345 W. Manhattan 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 982-8235 

Go Fly A Kite, Inc. 
1 53 East 53rd Street 
New York, NY 1 0022 
(21 2) 308-1 666 

Airborne Concepts, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 30 
Lansi n g ,  NY 1 4882 
(607) 257-7966 

Go Fly A Kite 
1 201 Lexi n gton Avenue 
New York , NY 1 0028 
(21 2) 472-2623 

The Kite Kompany 
33 W. Orange 
Chag rin Fal ls ,  OH 44022 
(21 6) 247-4223 

flights of Fancy 
22 S. High Street 
Dubl i n ,  OH 4301 7 
(61 4) 764-8697 

Wind Play 
232 S.W. Ankeny Street 
Portland , OR 97204 
(503) 223-1 760 

Kites a Other Delights 
28667 Spencer Creek Road 
E'ugene, OR 97405 
(503) 484-01 04 

Kites a Other Delights 
Fifth Street Market 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 344-KITE 

KlaBBY Kites 
King of Prussia Plaza 
King of Prussia,  PA 1 9406 
(21 5) 337-21 99 

The Rainbow Store 
952 Hami l ton Mall  
Allentown , PA 1 8 1 0 1  
(21 5) 770-1 080 

The Rainbow Store 
Market Place 
Bethlehem , PA 1 80 1 8  
(215)  865-2572 

The Meadow Mouse Shop 
520 N.  Pen nsylvania Avenue 
Morrisvi l le,  PA 1 9067 
( 21 5 )  736-8253 

Airborne Kites 
Ban n i ster's Wharf 
Newport, RI 02840 
(401 ) 849-5688 

Kllg's Kites 
Myrtle Beach Pavi l ion 
Myrtle Beac h ,  SC 29577 
(803) 626-9250 

Kllg's Kites 
Gal leria Shopping Center 
North Kings Highway 
Myrtle Beac h ,  SC 29577 
(803) 449-2856 

Kllg's Kites 
Deerfield Plaza, Hwy. 1 7  
Surfside Beach ,  S C  29577 
(803) 238-4787 

Houston Cemere Exchange 
580 1 A  Bissonnet 
Bel la i re ,  TX 77401 
(713)  667-9267 

Krezy Kites 
Vi rg i n ia Beach Fishing Pier 
Virg i n i a  Beac h ,  VA 23451 
(804) 422-5483 

Great Winds Kite Shop 
402 Occidental Avenue, So. 
Seattle, WA 981 04 
(206) 624-6886 

Suspended Elevations 
21 1 6  N. Pacific 
Seattle, WA 981 03 
(206) 633-4780 

FIsh Creek Kite Company 
3853 Hi ghway 42 
Fish Creek,  WI 542 1 2  
(41 4) 868-3769 

Four Winds Kite Company 
N70 W6340 Bridge Road 
Cedarb urg, WI 5301 2 
(41 4) 375-1 226 

Pages Booktraders 
801 South I rwin  Avenue 
Green Bay, WI 54301 
(41 4) 437-9566 

Drachen a Drachensachen 
Kite Store 

Eisenacher Strasse 81 
1 000 Berl i n  62 Germany 
0301784 77 69 - 795 47 00 





Retail orders' 
Go Fly A Kit 

' 
1 201 L ' 

e 

N Y  N
ex y ln9ton Ave 

' "  , , 1 0028 
' 

(21 2) 472-2623 

Wholesale 
BoxM E 

orders: 
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' ast Hadd 

-800-243-3370 . 
am, CT 06423 
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