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Nashville Tuning Up 
for Wind Symphony 

BY J. Winghead Harris be composed during the conven- Bands for the Heavy Mettle Title 
tion and recorded on audio and of the World . 

When hundreds o f  AKA members 
bring thei r  best kites to Music 
City U . S . A. to celebrate thei r  
20th anniversary ,  expect some
thing extraordinary ! Expect a 
"Symphony for Wind Instruments" !  

That is the theme the Windance 
Society has chosen for the 
seventh annual convention . The 
"Wind Instruments," of course,  
are kites . The "Symphony" will 

video tape--a "magnum opus" 
performed against the Nashville 
S kyline . 

Titles for the different move
ments of the Symphony include : 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusic--score 
for the Ballet Against the 
Stars, the popular night flight . 

Rokkaku-n-Roll--a Battle o f  the 

New Zealander Peter Lynn finds a shady place to relax while waiting his turn to fly 
during the 1983 AKA Grand Nationals. 

Wind Instrument Solos--actual 
solo input from various Wind 
Instruments (kites, chimes ,  
aeolian harps , bell s ,  etc . )  
j a mming with electronically 
generated chorus . 

Chariots of Wind--the thril l  of 
victory , the agony o f  defeat at 
the Grand National s  competition . 

What do we do for an encore? 
Record it all on video cassettes 
and make it possible for your 
c lub or busine s s  to own a copy 
of the only performance of the 
"Symphony for Wind Instruments . "  

During the convention The 
Windance Society will show daily 
" instant replays" o f  the work
in-progress . The edited version 
wil l  be available shortly after 
the convention . 

TENNESSEE : VOLUNTEER STATE 

The Windance Society has been 
very fortunate to have out
s tanding experts volunteer to 
help with several key a reas of 
the convention. During its two 
monthly meetings , the Society 
announced the following assign
ments : 

Workshops : Windancers Charlie 
Sotich of Chicago and David Sly 
o f  Hendersonville will coordi
nate the workshop series . 
Charlie sent u� several sugges 
tions which he had written down 
on his way home f rom Columbus ! 
David is working. on a rrangements 
on this end . Expect a Kite 
College from these two! 

Grand Nationals : Vice President 
Sue Kaman volunteered for the 
"hardest j ob" so natural ly she 
is in charge of the annual 
competition . This is a natural 
for Sue, who has years o f  
experience j udging events 
throughout Tennessee . "Fairness"  
is her  middle name. 



Data Banks : Vice Pres ident R . G .  
Stubbings i s  investigating 
sophisticated ways to gather and 
process the data assoc iated with 
hosting the convention . Expect 
efficient data manipulations , 
increased output , and graphical
ly enhanced analysis . No les s .  

Music : Composer Jack Tamul is  
in charge of all o riginal compo
sitions for the Symphony . Jack 
worked with the Windance Society 
on "Art on A String, Music on 
the Wing" in 1982 . He can take 
a kite line and turn it into a 
gigantic violin s tring 'stretch
ing into the clouds . Expect to 
hear music from your kite like 
you have

. 
never heard before . 

Design Graphics : Artist Fred 
Bell, who designed the graphics 
for Columbus, has volunteered to 
create the logo for Nashville. 
Rough proofs show a spectacular 
hexagonally shaped des ign . 
Expect to love it ! 

Literally Everything: Vice 
President June Dorman continues 
tirelessly to take respons iblity 
for all the physical arrange
ments . Armed with her demogra
phic study o f  the 5th and 6th 
conventions and of the AKA 
itself, June was able to nego
tiate improved agreements with 
the hotel and airlines . At the 
7th annual convention you will  
be able to enjoy a maximum 
discount of 30 percent, both at 
the hotel and on the airplane . 

The Maxwell House Hotel , a 
member of the Clarion collec
tion , will serve as  convention 
headquarters; American Airlines 
has been chosen as the official 
airline for non-international 
flights . Be sure to look in the 
April-May issue of the AKA NEWS 
for details on how to place your 
reservations ' with the hotel and 
the airl ine to obtain these 
exceptional dis counts . 

From June you can expect the 
same thorough attention to every
aspect of this convention . 
Expect a unique experience in 
Southern hospitality .  

Weather: We are still hoping to 
hear from the meteorologist who 
served the Columbus convention 
so capably. 

EXPECT A STATE RECORD 

Finally, what would you expect 

The Maxwell House Hotel will be the site of  the "Symphony for Wind 
Instruments" in honor of the 20th anniversary of the founding of the AKA. The 
modern hotel features high-rise luxury, see-through external elevators, and easy 
walking distance to the MetroCenter kite fields. 

from the Windance Society if not 
a duration flight ! Famous for 
their duration efforts, which 
resulted in a 16 . 5  hour record 
for the s tate of Tennes see, the 
Windancers are inviting other 
clubs to j oin them in an attempt 
to fly a kite for the duration 
of the national convention . 

This is not a competition, but 
rather a friendly cooperative 
e ffort to keep at least orre kite 
in the air from Thursday, 
October 4 ,  through Saturday , 
October 6 ,  1984 . I f  anyone 
cares to help with the p roj ect, 
a duty roster wil l  be available 
during the convention . With a 
potential of 96 hours of flying 
time and many helping hands , 
expect a new state record from 
this one ! 
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I t  all  adds up to High Expec
tations ! Have you practiced 
your Wind Instrument today? Get 
it tuned. up and be ready to 
participate in the " Symphony for 
Wind Instruments" in Music City, 
U . S . A. ,  when the Windance 
Society lets out all  s tops to 
hos t  the 20th anniversary of 
American kiting . 



Kites Soar in 
Worldwide Sky 

Kite Master 
To Retum 

by Dave Checkley 

The Pacific Science Center has 
announced that kitemaker Ha Yiqi 
(See AKA NEWS , Vol .  V, No . 4 ,  
August-Septembe r  1983 ) , who 
vis ited Seattle last June , will  
be in Seattle for six  months in 
1984 , demonstrating his art as 
part of the "CHINA : 7, 000 Years 
of Discovery" exhibi tion 
starting March 1 and continuing 
through August 31 , 1984 . 

Ha will be one of eighteen 
Chinese artists and artisans 
demonstrating a wide range o f  
skills , from textiles t o  cera
mics . In celeb ration o f  the 
opening of the China exhibition , 
the Madison Hotel will exhibit 
Chinese kites from the collec
tions of Dave Checkley and Ken 
Conrad during the month of 
March . 

Master Ha is a fourth generation 

kitemaker from Beijing . His 
family operated a kite store in 
Peking for 5 0-60 years , until it 
c losed in 1950. They invented 
the Chinese version of the delta 
kite more than 50 years ago . 
Called the "Peking Umbrella 
Kite" , it resembles a modern 
delta with a broad , stiffened 
tail (actually a separate flat 
kite attached to a continuation 
of the delta's center spar) , 
which folds up into a small rol l  
like a modern portable umbrella . 

For many years the young Ha 
worked in a steel mill and 
learned the craft of kitemaking 
at night from his fathe r .  He is 
now Technical Director of the 
Beijing Kite Art Company , which 
was formed a few years ago as a 
jOint venture o f  the China 
National Arts & Crafts Import 
and Export Corporation and the 
Beijing Kite Institute . 

In addition to the umbrella 
kite , the Ha family is now

· 

famous for their bril
liantly-painted silk butterfly 

Kite Master Ha Yiqi, Te�hnkal Director of Beijing Art Kite Co., is returning to 
Seattle to demonstrate hiS art as part of the "CHINA: 7,000 Years of Discovery" 
exhlblt

.
lon at the �acific Science Center March 1 to August 31,1984. Ha is shown 

here With one of hiS butterfly kites. 
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Peking Umbrella Kite, Chinese version of 
the delta, was invented by the Ha family 
more than 50 years ago. The broad tail is 
stiffened to form a separate kite, linked to 
the center spar of the delta. It folds up to 
the size of a portable. umbrella, hence the 
name. 

kites , and for thei r  traditional 
swa llow kites , plus several 
styles of lifelike bird kites . 

Angel Mounds 
Fall Fly-In 

Enjoying nearly ideal wind and 
weather conditions , the first 
ever Angel Mounds "Fall Fly-In" 
was held October 1 5 ,  1983 in 
Evansvil le ,  IN . 

Located nea r  the Ohio River in 
extreme southwestern Indiana , 
Evansville could hardly be 
cons idered a kiting Mecca . 
However,  as often happens , the 
unknown closet kiters appeared 
in numbers a round 25 0 ,  and the 
variety and quality o f  the 
o fferings was surpris ing and 
encouraging . 

The event was conceived as a 
non-competitive kite festival , 
part of a continuing e ffort by 
the Angel Mounds staff (special 
thanks to Jan Luth and Cary 
Floyd) to promote community 
awa reness of , and involvement 
in , the educationa l /recreational 



activities at the archeological 
site . 

As an advance promotion, a small 
display of kites,  and posters, 
was hung in the lobby o f  the 
museum one month prior to the 
event . Also, an attractive 
flyer was des igned by Cary 
Floyd, the site director, for 
distribution to various loca
tions . 

No account of these event would 
be complete without mentioning 
the contributions of Bill 
Sonntag . Bill, a fellow AKA 
member, provided slides o f  the 
1983 Columbus Convention, which 
were displayed on an automatic 
viewer accompanied by wel l  
chosen mus ical material- -cool 
jazz . In addition, he conducted 
a small workshop utilizing 
donated K-Mart shopping bags to 
allow the kiddies to make smal l  
Hornbeam sleds . 

Assisted by his son Bob, Bill 
also lofted a nice train of 
deltas,  and, later, a large 
black box-kite suspending a 
varied assemblage of socks, 
drogues and a banner reading 
"Real People F).y Kites . "  

As the afternoon progressed the 
sky was filled with a kaleido
scope of kites in everchanging 
composition. Kites and kiters 
came and went, but the sky was 
never empty . There were tea rs 
and tangles, flyers and flop s ,  
but, judging from the general 
reaction, it seems fair to say a 
good time was had by all .  

All too soon it was ove r .  The 

c rowd dwindled, and finally, 
mine was the only kite remaining 
aloft . I found myself wondering 
how the original inhabitants 
would feel about some people 
flying kites in their backya rd . 
The Mississippian Indians, who 
occupied the s ite from about 
1300-1500 A . D .  knew not of the 
kite, but hopefully they would 
look with favor on our efforts 
to fill the sky with color, the 
eye with beauty, and the grounds 
with smiling faces. 

And yes ,  we' ll be back bigger 
and better next year! ! ! 

Terry L .  Schuttler 

Bay Area 
Kiters' Knot 

After years of resisting any 
attempts to get them organized, 
kite fliers in the San Francisco 
Bay Area have given in. This 
report from the pages of  
Kite Flye r :  

I n  a n  unpr _ecedented move the 
Kite Flyers for a Better Bay 
Area met for the first time 
December 10 at the residence of 
Leland Toy in San Francisco . 
The clandestine group assembled 
for a delicious pot-luck supper, 
followed by an interesting show 
of s lides concerning kites and 
other flying obj ects . After 
waking up, the group held an 
informal· meeting in hopes of 
o rgan1z1ng a chapter of the AKA 
in the Bay Area. 

Bernice Turner helps launch a six-pack of Rainbows during kiteflying 
demonstration for the filming of a documentary. 
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Un-o fficially the group I s name 
will be Bay Area Kite Enthu
s iasts,  or BAKE, and wil l  cater 
to kite flyers of all persua
s ions , God knows we have all 
types in these parts . Although 
goals and obj ectives have not 
yet been fully realized we are 
hoping to evolve into THE 
PREMIER kite " club" in the USA 
if not the Universe . 

Our first official president 
will be none other than the 
Mayor of the Green: George Ham. 
Carol Henry is our VICE Presi
dent and Leland Toy is the 
Secretary-Correspondant. 

Present for this momentous 
occas ion were : Tom & Carol 
Henry, Roland, Geoffery and 
Gwendolyn Paris, John Kammer, 
Jack Froelich, Chuck & Jim 
Broyles,  Barbara Jung, Michael 
and Cherie McFadden, Neil 
Thorburn and Leland Toy . George 
and Marion Ham were not present 
due to a previous booking . 

For more info-rmation on BAKE, 
contact George Ham (415)  
552-0863 . 

Indy 500 
On A String 

EDITOR ' S  NOTE: Unfortunately, 
the following piece arrived 
anonymously . We tried to figure 
out who the author could be 
without success .  But, we l iked 
it, so we decided to run it 
anyway! 

It had been at least ten 
years--a long running j oke 
between friends that meet once a 
year . "Where ' s  my cartoon 
Pat? " . . .  !fEr, uh, damn! I ' m  
s orry, I forgot (again) . I 
p romis e  I will draw you one ! " 
" I t  don 't have to be a Rem-
b randt . . I 'll  settle for a 
Vidan rej ect . "  Vidan, " OK, ok, 
I p romise,  really, I won ' t  
forget this time . "  Next year, 
same thing . I t  was j ust one of 
the many annually reinacted 
s cenes among the Speedway 
family . 

Pat Vidan had been the flagman 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speed
way as long as I could remember; 
he was short of height, but 
broad of shoulder and 125% 



Irish. There was no room in Pat 
for compromise o f  any kind . I f  
h e  liked you h e  couldn ' t wait to 
tell you the I rish version o f  
the latest  ethnic j oke ; if he 
didn ' t like you, he didn ' t mince 
any words , he told you up front 
to get los t .  He was a character 
actor among bit players in the 
annual Speedway melodrama . Even 
after his retirement from the 
flagstand, he came out to India
napolis in May much to the 
delight of his many friends . 

In April, with the reunion 
approaching, it was time to 
escalate the j oke . . .  this yea r  
I ' m really gonna get him . I ' ll 
build this big delta kite in 
black and white squares, j us t  
like the winne r ' s  flag, then 
when we do the where ' s my 
cartoon routine, and he says "I 
forgot . . .  (again ) " ,  I'll  drag 
out this monster kite and a 
magic marker and make him s ign 
it on one of the white squares . 
At last, I ' ll have an orginal 
Vidan the whole world can see ! 
Hot damn ! Where ' s  the sewing 
machine? This wil l  REALLY make 
him laugh his socks off ! 

A day or so later, it was 
done . . . it was also huge (ten 
feet ta ll and twenty feet across 

************ 
WANTED 

FLIGHT TEST ENGINEER 

Flight Test Engineer to 
test flight characteris
tics of rigid frame and 
fabric kites at all alt
itudes to 35,000 Feet. 
Applicants must have 
flight experience in 
powerless flight vehicles. 
Prefer NASA experience. 
in analyzing orbit sizing, 
shadowing effects, orbit 
instabilities, develop
ing optimum maneuvers to 
counter orbit decay, and/ 
or achieve desired orbit 
changes. Requires doctor
ial credentials in AE. 
Exceptional Salary to 
.001K, D.O.E. Send resume 
to: Tethered Flight, 
Limited, P.O. Box 797, 
Long Beach, WA.98631 

TETHERED FLIGHT LTD. 
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER 

************ 

With the help of youngsters from the Larue Carter Children's Hospital, "Pat's 
Flag" is prepared for Indianapolis SPeedway flight. 

the bottom) . I took it out for Tom Bus ch, "Do you suppose those 
a test flight, and it dragged kids would like to have thi s ? "  
both my son and I across the "Let me check to make sure it ' s  
field until we put the ground okay, but I think they would be 
anchors on it . In the air it thril led, " was his respons e .  
was both stable and beautiful . 
When we took it down, I named it 
with a magic marker on the main 
cross stick in the back, "Pat ' s  
Flag . "  

I n  the furor to amuse a friend, 
I somehow mis sed the news of his 
passing and I arrived j ubilently 
at the Speedway to go both 
racing and teasing . After the 
first half hour and the bad 
news, however, it was time to 
give the kite a new home . . . 
s omewhere it could bring 
happiness . I no longer had the 
heart to keep i t .  

A s  I got ready t o  go out the 
door of the pressroom, I noticed 
a poster announcing the annual 
Art Pollard picnic for the Larue 
Carter Children ' s  Hospital kids . 
The kite was with me, rolled up 
in its black and white bag, 
laying on four adj acent desks . 
Pointing to the poster, I asked 

Picnic day came, the Queens were 
there, the race drivers were 
there, Speedway personnel were 
there, and most importantly at 
least a couple of hundred kids 
and their teachers were there . 
The big delta kite was unrolled 
and leaned up against the tent 
and equipped with the black 
marker . All who were present 
signed their names on the white 
s quares .  

Right after lunch, with the aid 
o f  some "Carter Kids" for a 
flight c rew, "Pat ' s  Flag" flew 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway one last time . Wben it 
was finally wrestled from the 
s ky, it was folded, put inside 
its bag and p laced on the 
shoulders of two o f  the largest 
boys enroute to its new home . 
Judging from the letters I 
received the next day it found a 
very good home . 

��. W· d ' dT.M. .c- -�;�·W� In woo 

Dimensions: 7" diameler reel. 12" 
shalt 

Torque ralio: 2101 (SIbs. applielilo 
crank pulls in 10 Ibs. al oulsell 

511 ing cilpacily: Up 10 4500 II. 
Weighl: 1.5 los. 

_f._ 

" /���::", "THE REEL KITE MATE'o 
American han'd crafted of hard and soft woods. this kite reel 

unwinds rapidly, slows with a squeeze on the brake. and re
winds up to 18" of string with each t.urn of the handle. 

The Wi'ndwood'· reel is a delight to kite fliers. It is gentle to 
the hand and finished to resist the elements. It frees the flier 
from tangling spools and gives control and ease in flying. 

The reel is engineered for simplicity and built as a work of 
art. It is designed for use with Delta, Box, Indian and Dragon 
kites. 
519.95 + 52.00 postage and handling. Additional reels without shafts for 
use with varying strings: 514.95 + 51.50 postage )& handling. 
Send check or money order to: U.S. PATENT 4.172.567 
WINDWOOD'· TOPEKA. KANSAS 66604 Dealer enquiries welcome 
P.O. Box 47tl 913·273·7346 K,1nsas residenls include 4"<05ales lax. 



Put over 20 years of kiting 
experience to work for you ... 

go fly a kite ®� 
For our 24 page full color catalog call or write: 

wholes,ale 
go fly a kite, inc. 

Box aa 

East Haddam, Ct. 06423 
call toll free 1-800-243-3370; in Ct. 873-8675 
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retail 
go fly a kite 

1201 Lexington Ave. 

New York, New York 10028 
call 212-472-2623 

Please enclose $2.00 
for each catalog 



Biki-nglt 

by John Griffis 
Drawing by Rick Stewart 

This kite trailer was designed 
to carry my 10 '  x 20' bat kite 
which has won many prizes . I 
built the kite in 1974 and 
transported it on the top o f  my 
parent's car . In 1975 ,  I came 
up with the idea of a trailer to 
attach to my bicycle . At first 
I modified an old golf bag 
caddy , which worked reasonably 
well , except that it was wobbly 
and made peddling and s teering 
difficult .  Finally,  in 1981,  I 
decided to build a more stable 
trailer. I would like to thank 
my father , W . K .  Griffis , a 
mechanical engineer ,  for his 

HITCH-! SEE DETAIL H :1 !I !1.-1· 0.0. 
il Ii ·1 

FRONT II 
'y' SUPPORT_T I i  

il 
.. HEEL Hue _-, \ . .1\ W::E:�ll" [JI� "� l �II II �. 4S.� 1 5· I" 01 I , I I 'I 
Ii - 4 - ,='IiI N I: !� EO. d,IQ EO. J 1,'1 

(0 I i i..- EO. 0,11" EO. "':.1 J � U ·- j' ! U 
L � . l REAR --/ 

'Y' SUPPORT 

help with the mechanical aspects 
o f  the trailer. 

MATERIALS 

I was lucky to find most of the 
materials for my trailer in 
debris from the 1981 floods in 
Austin , TX. The only materials 
that I purchased were the axle 
bar , wagon tongue and a couple 
o f  bolts and wing nuts at a 
total cost of about $5. 00. The 
tubing for the trailer is all 
electrical conduit except the 
axle bar which is galvanized 
pipe . The wheels are off an old 
wheelchair and were salvaged at 
a wheelchair supply house . 

DIMENSIONS 

Wagon tongue - 8 '  x I" dia . 

Axle Bar - 32" x 1" dia . 

Y supports - 1 ea . ,  3" x 1 /2" 
dia and 7" x 1 /2" dia. 

U shaped suppo rts - 1 /2" dia. x 
9 0° elbows 

Trailer hitch - 1" x 4" s quare 
tubing 

Nuts - (4) 3/8" , 24 thread 

Bolts and wing nuts - (2) each 
1 /4", bolts 2" long 

Rubber strip from old tire 1 1  
1/2" long , I" wide . 

CONSTRUCTI ON 

After gathering the parts , I 
took them to a local welding 
shop for assembly . It took about 
two hours and cost j ust $1 5. 00. 
I was not present when the 
trailer was constructed, so the 

-8-

description is  my best esti
mation o f  how it was assembled . 

I 
I 

� � II 

I 

_WHEEL 

I 
WHEEL AXLE 

/SET SCREW I' � ____ _ i"tJ �1@ _-: _-_-_-_-_-: , � 
\ �'L l'SS AXLE 
l3/6' NUT 

1 .  Construct the Y shaped 
supports . 

2 .  Make the trailer hitch by 
cutting out the rubber 
s trip from an old cord 
bel ted tire. Drill and 
file 1 /4" holes in the 
s trip and in the square 
tubing so that they match 
up . 

3 .  Braze the 3 /8" nuts into 
the 1" galvanized pipe at 
each end of the pipe . 
These nuts are for mounting 
the wheel s . 

4 .  Braze wagon tongue to axle 
bar (wagon tongue on top ) . 

5 .  Braze on the Y supports and 
the trailer hitch to the 
wagon tongue as shown . 

6 .  Add support b racing to form 
a triangle at the j oint·of 
the wagon tongue and axle 
b a r .  



7 .  Mount the wheels o n  the 
axle bar .  

8 .  A trailer stand post was 
mounted to the wagon tongue 
j us t  behind the hitch s o  
the trailer could b e  parked 
wi thout l aying the tongue 
on the ground . Rubber 
chair tips were put on the 
ends of the Y's to keep 
rain water from getting 
into them . 

9 .  Paint the trailer . 

10. Optional: You c an add 
mounting brackets to the 
wagon tongue to c arry 
repair kite , b ag of reels , 
etc . on the traile r . 

The trailer is now complete. 
After it was built , I found that 
occasionally the left wheel 
would unscrew itself  from the 
axle bar . To solve this 
problem , I threaded the axle bar 
and installed two set s crews , 
one on. each end o f  the bar .  

I am planning to make my trailer 
more versatile by adding a 
removable flat bed frame so that 
I can use the trailer to haul 
other kites or packages . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Responding to a 
cal l  for volunteer artists and 
draftsmen in AKA NEWS , Rick 
Stewart of Narbeth , PA p rovided 
the drawings to illustrate this 
p lan. Rick also wrote: 

" �'Y' SUPPORT 
1 O.D'�.!L: 

::::::':======:=J::::j --�1" 0.0. �XLE

-

---2�" OIA. WHEELS-----

"Rather than weld the Y supports 
to the tongue , electrical 
conduit "tee's" could be used . 
They are inexpens ive and would 
save welding shop cos t .  If a 
welding shop was not readily 
avail able , another suggestion is 
to use PVC pipe and accessories 
inst;ead of electrical conduit . 
PVC pipe is l ight in weight , of 
equal strength , and could be 
glued rather than welded . "  

Author John Griffis with his bike and kite trailer. rBICYCLE SEAT POST r-11 1/2"X 1" RUBBER SoRAP 

SQ. I.C. 

1" O. D. 
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Bed Sheets 
To Bed Sleds 

by Carl Poehler, Jr. 

Before my trip to the Blackheath 
Kite Festival in the spring of 
1983 I decided to build a kite 
of large size ,  but eas ily 
launched and fl'Own alone , which 
would be compact for travel , 
quick t'O as semble , gave recog
nition of the 'Occasion and would 
contribute s'Ome novel facet 'Of 
design or use of materials . The 
bedsheet kite fit all the design 
criteria and p roved a great fun 
kiter t'O fly . Launching is a 
"breeze . "  

In light winds simply lay the 
kite stacked 'On its side , grasp 
the upper bridle string and 
rais .e the outside 10nger'On 
keeping the other hand 'On the 
tether line . The kite wil l  fill 
with air immediately and open up 
l ike a fan .  At this point 
release the shroud line and step 
b ack while holding the tether 
line and the kite wil l  'Open 
fully and may be winched aloft . 
I f  a stronger wind is blowing 
the kite wil l  snap open and give 
a sharp yank on the l ine , s o  you 
must be quick to get two hands 
w'Orking and lean back to take 
the pul l .  Al ways wear gl'Oves 
while flying this kite as the 
s ail area is l arge ; another 
precaution is to use 1/8th inch 
braided l ine which doesn't cut 

y'Our hand like the smaller 
diameters . 

I had s'Ome tr'Ouble with the top 
folding over ,  but a s light 
b ridle adj ustment , making a more 
verticle flight attitude , 
corrected this . The kite can be 
active in gusty winds s'Ometimes 
c'Ollaps ing , but a few sharp tugs 
will  usually pop it open again 
before it comes down . Other 
times it may pump laterally like 
a bell'Ows and then behave again 
when the wind quiets . 

The kite lands very softly 
vertically , then lays ove r  and 
stacks itself ready for an'Other 
launch or f'Or rolling up . I f  
you tie a simple 'Overhand knot 
in each set 'Of bridles cl'Ose to 
the keel points before r'Olling 
'Or folding the kite f'Or storage 
y'OU will  eliminate all the 
bridle tangle mes s  the next time 
y'OU g'O t'O fly. The kite f'Olds 
very c'Ompactly and fits in my 
small day pack al'Ong with lunch , 
extra sweater ,  gl'Oves and 'Other 

.p araphenal ia.  

The d'Owels make a compact fasces 
type bundle and with elastic

,. 
b ands ar'Ound may be lashed. t'O 
the pack 'Or carried in a quiver 
with sh'Oulder strap .  All in all 
it is n'Ot difficult t'O make , 
impressive in size and a great 
change 'Of pace kite . 

MATERIALS 

I-Twin s i ze cott'On bedsheet 
5 -Upper keels 'Of ripst'Op nylon 

'5-L'Ower keels 'Of ripst'OP nylon 
4-3" l ong x 1/4" wide pieces 'Of 

elastic strip 'Of the type 
used in sewing underwear 

5-3/8" d'Owels x 36" l 'Ong 
.5 -3/8" dowels x 3 1" l'Ong 
5-pieces bras s tubing 3/8" LD . 

x 4" l'Ong 
Mis c .  - 10 gr'Ommets , 10 bridles 
e ach 12 ' long , S sh'Oelaces each 
6" l 'Ong and 3 plas tic rings 

DIRECTIONS 

1. F'Old the bedsheet int'O 
equal quarters and draw a 
pencil l ine al'Ong the three 
creases . 

2 .  Cut col'Orful ripstop keels , 
add 1/2 "  hem all ar'Ound . 
Hem leading edges and sew 
l 'Ong hem t'O face 'Of sheet 
at three pencil l ines and 
t'O each end . The l'Onger 
keels  are at the upper side 
'Of the kite . 

3. Lay'Out vents with a single 
p encil line and cut with 
sciss'Ors . Hemming the edges 
'Of cut including the ends 
wil l  leave ab'Out a I" wide 
s l 'Ot .  Sew elastic strips 
t'O connect P'Oint 'Of vent t'O 
b'Ott'Om 'Of "V". Elastic 
sh'Ould lay flat with n'O 
tensi'On . 

4 .  Add d'Owel P'Ockets t'O top 
and b'Ott'Om 'Of kite 'On the 
back s ide at e ach keel 
l 'Ocati'On .  Tack sew the 
center of the 6" shoelace 
'On back at the keel j unc
ture leaving the ends 
l 'Oos e .  

5 .  Punch-l ock (dimple)  half 
length 'Of the brass  tube to 
end 'Of the s h'Orter d'Owel 
and s lip l onger d'Owel into 
'Open end . Stretch dowel 
into pockets and tie shoe
l ace around middle . 

6.  Crimp gr'Ommets through tips 
'Of keels and attach 12 ' 
l ong bridle lines . With 
kite flat ,  center upper and 
l ower bridles separately 
and tie to rings . Tie 
rings t'O e ach end 'Of 2 '  
l 'Ong c'Ord. Add third ring 
t'O c'Ord f'Or tether p'Oint. 
Use larks head kn'Ot f'Or easy 

Carl Poehler's bed sheet sled at Blackheath Kite Festival. adj ustment . 
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The Van Sant Wind 

Beach Beautv 
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HoidTh 
One of the best things about 
kiters is their diversity-- a 
divers ity based not on ethnic 
background , or occupation , or 
economic status , but on style. 

It is a divers ity which defies 
categorization , though all of us 
could name a few bas ic types of 
kitefliers . 

There is the artis t . He creates 
kites of inc redible beauty , 

Japanese Teamwork 

Dual Line Control 



lat Kite 
breathtaking , esthetic wonders; 
kites' as an art form . Of 
course , they fly ,  but his 
interest lies in their form , and 
pattern , and use o f  color . 

• There is the engineer .  His 
• interest lies in perfecting a 

form. He changes an angle here , 
improves a connector there , 
adjusts a bridling system ; the 
result is kite that flie s  magni
ficently or sometimes doesn't 
fly at all . 

There is the tinkerer .  He takes 
the oddest collection of sal
vaged materials and basic junk 
and turns them into creations. 
A bit of tape , a trash bag or 
old envelope , a p iece of crepe 
paper or old ribbon , a small 
string , or old coffee cup--and 
he has a kite . It isn ' t beau
tiful , like something the artist 
might create . He can't explain 
the theory , as the engineer can. 
But , he can make almost anything 
fly. 

Though we ki ters take many 
approaches, we have one thing in 
common. We spend our days 
looking up , eyes wide , often 
mouths open--expressing delight 
in a passtime at once simple and 
complex . 

Child's Fascination 

Oh, oh. Now what? Turner Tiptoes in Bermuda 

The Debonair 

A Child's Delight 
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by Neil Thorburn 
4738 Elmhurst Drive 
San Jose, CA 95129 

112 pages, $7.95 
Reviewed by Tim Preston 

Faster than a speeding bullet 
kite ! More powerful than a train 
of Codys! Able to leap tall  
Sycamores a t  a single bound ! 
Look !  Up in the sky ! It ' s  a 
bird ! It ' s  a p lane ! I t ' s 
SUPERKlTES I I ! 

Yes ,  SUPERKITES I I , strange 
visitor from San Jose , with 
powers and abilities far beyond 
those of mortal kites. 
SUPERKITES , I I , who can change 
the angle of attack of mighty 
fliers, bend bamboo in his bare 
hands, and who , disguised as a 
mild-mannered ,  privately pub
lished book, fights a never
ending battle for lift , 
stability and a high angle of 
flight ! 

Eight years a fter privately 
publishing his lO-page 
SUPERKlTES pamphlet ,  Neil  
Thorburn has returned , this 
time , a full-fledged paperbound 
book, once again privately 
publishe d .  Neil ' s  designs have 
helped kitebuilders win prizes 
on both sides o f  the Atlantic 
and Pacific o ceans, notably ,  
Valerie Govig's stacked delta at 
Nags Head in 1978 and Oscar 
Bailey ' s beauty at Detroit in 
1982. 

Neil believes in light-weight 
kites and his constructions are 
of spruce , tape , and plastic 
trash bags, though all plans can 
be easily adapted to other 
materials. Specifi cally , the 
kites a re the stub wing box , the 
delta box , the delta wing 
Conyne , the twin Conyne delta , 

the two stack Conyne , the Conyne 
bird , the pagoda and the S.S .T 
va riation , the double "V" delta , 
the winged "W" ,  the stubby " W" ,  
the stacked delta sled , the 
totem-thunderbird winged sled , 
the diamond two stack winged 
sled , a smaller version of John 
Spendlove ' s  14D box , Gary 
Hinze ' s  barrage kite , H . B .  
Alexander ' s  variation of the 
Rogallo corner kite , and a 
Malaysian half-moon kite. 

Neil  also includes information 
on kite lines,  line climbers, 
banners,  a power reel using a 
windshield wiper motor and a car 
battery , Tyvek, tapes, bindings,  
frame covers, tools,  repa .irs,  
and kitemanship , plus four pages 
on kite fishing. 

There is also a complete index 
and some kite poetry by Bernice 
Turner ,  H. B. Alexander and 
Thorburn himself . The biblio
graphy is brief but includes the 
important tiles: Brummit , 
Pelham ,  Newman , and Hart. The 
section on the Malaysian kite 
di scusses how he was first 
introduced to this kite by 

Filipino lumber mill  workers in 
the Ponderosa p ine country 
during the 1920 ' s. 

Hi s chapter called "Modus 
Operandi" details invaluable 
tip s  ga ined through years of 
trial and e rror. A section 
called " Building Big" details 
the weight saving measures 
"required to scale kite plans up 
to larger sizes. 

Everything is made with readily 
available materials:  staples,  
paper clips,  trash bag ties,  
coat hangers and so on. Hi s 
line climber uses homemade 
pulleys made from modified 
monofilament fishing line 
spools. His line winders are 
modified tomato j uice cans. 

Diagrams are clear and include 
bridle measurements ,  something 
omi t ted in many kite books. 

The author empha sizes that his 
is not j ust another survey of 
kites but a look at some new 
ideas not found in other kite 
book�, j ust what too many recent 
publications have failed to 
provide. True , this is not the 
book for the beginning kite
flier. The plans found here 
require p recise measurements and 
much careful attention to 
detail. Yet ,  with that care , 
these kites are accessible to 
nearly anyone . 

Neil  states that philosophy and 
history a re confined to the 
poetry in the book, but his 
feeling that kite building and 
flying can be simple , refreshing 
and fun shines through on every 
page. SUPERKITES I I , besides 
being informative , is  a pleasure 
to read and will find a much 
deserved place along side of 
other classic books in kiting . 

THE [DDY KITE 
-SHOW'N ACTUAL S'Z 0-

HAND CRAFTED IN IL1K GOL 0 
BY RAYMOND BRJ\NDFS 

EARRINGS $lJ5"-2. TIE TACK $28.2. p.p. 
r C:9 COLL [G[ DRIVE r EDISON1 N.J. r 08817 
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Readers Write 
EXCERPTS FROM 

JOHN SPENDLOVE : 

I just received the October/ 
November AKA NEWS . . . 

I find your mention of a 60 kite 
stunter train record a little 
puzzling . I thought 80+ had 
been flown a year or two back,  
maybe more . Unfortunately , I 
can't find the photo I thought I 
had. . . Stil l , I ' ve found one 
reference in the now defunct 
European Kitefl ie r , Vol. 1 ,  No . 
3 ,  p .  13 , first paragraph: "Tom 
Chapman actually managed to fly 
70 twin-line Barnstormers in a 
flat calm at Longleaf in May 
this year." (That wa s 19 79 ) .  
And the following issue (Vol . 1 ,  
No . 4 ,  May 1980) has a photo 
above the list of contents 
shoWing a train of 75 just after 
launch; sectional enlargement 

forms cover. Maybe Glenn 
Dalgleish was working to a 
difficult set of rules. 
(EDITOR ' S  NOTE: Dalgleish was 
required to keep the train in 
the air for five minutes and 
perform one complete loop right 
and one complete loop left.) 

Further to Al Hargus Ill ' s 
letter on backpacking and kite 
flying , I wonder if any U. S. 
company ma kes kite specifically 
for flying to locate an indi
vidual requiring assistance? 
One English firm used to (See 
Ron Moulton ' s  book Ki tes, p. 
83) ; as well as the modified 
Eddy-type Ron mentions, they 
also made a winged box with an 
"exoskeleton" frame , but those 
kites are no longer manufactured 
so far as I know. 

In closing , I have a fancy 
salutation to propose. A 
standard Roman sub scription to 
letters was SVBEEV , standing for 
"Si vales,  bene est ;  ego vales" 

Get Ready For Spring 
Jalbert Parafoils In New Colors 

Stunt - Delta - Oriental 

Order from our CATALOG FOR KITE FLYERS 
NO Handling or Shipping Charges 

(in Continental USA) 
we accept Me vs AMEX 

Please write for Free Catalog 
Mall Order Dhi. Dept. AK �ITES ON c:A STRINg™ 

GfNC. 
3098-A Fuller Street • Coconut Grove, Florida 33133 

(305) 447-9616 
Of course, you are always welcome to visit our shop in the Grove. 
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(If you ' re wel l , that ' s  good' 
I'm wel l ) . It could a l so sta�d 
for "Si volas,  bene est ;  ego 
volo" ( I f  you're flying , that's 
good ; I ' m  flying . )  So SUBEEV! 

John Spendlove 
Northern Kite Group 
Lancs. , England 

Egg Cartons 
The October/November 1983 issue 
o f  the AKA NEWS gave instruc
tions on making a kite from the 
top of an egg carton . The kite 
is as easy to make as the 
a rticle states ,  taking but a few 
minutes once you have an empty 
egg carton. 

I did have a p roblem trying to 
get mine to fly. Moving the 
bridle location does make a 
difference as you would expect. 
Because mine did a lot of spin
ning , I attached the ends of a 3 
foot length o f  fluffy yarn 
(about 1/2" d iameter) to the 
wing tips. This made it look 
reasonable until some turbulent 
winds 'came and upset it very 
easily. A 7 '  length of crepe 
paper wa s added onto the center 
of the yarn and the carton top 
became a stable platform in the 
sky. It didn ' t  get up very 
high , but it was able to 
maintain about a 20 to 30 degree 
angle with the horizontal . 
While this i sn ' t a s  good as a 
delta o r  an Eddy kite , it is 
rather a mazing that you can even 
make an obj ect l i ke an egg 
carton top fly. 

T ry one. They ' re easy and fun . 

Charlie 
'
Sotich 

Founder's Thanks 
I have been very remiss in not 
acknowledging before the kind
ness of many AKA members in 
sending me the signature card 
following the convention at 
Columbus. 

However ,  I have 'had a consi
derable amount of p roblems 
during the past several months 
and j ust couldn I t seem  to get 
settled down at the typewriter. 

Mrs. Ingraham' s surgery of last 
September has not produced any 
quick results and she is still 
unable to walk any distance' 
doing what little she can wi�h 
c rutches and spends most o f  the 



time in the house in a wheel
chair . 

This o f  course put me to work at 
tasks to which I am  not accus
tomed and which I find are very 
tedious and boring . I have o ften 
wondered how women stand that 
sort of thing . 

Fortunately my kite business  
fell  off to zero this ' past fall 
so  I wasn't under a lot of 
pressure as  I would have been 
otherwise . The only thing I 
miss  about that is the money . 
Ki temaking , a fter you ' ve done 
over 3 , 500 of the same kind at 3 
hours each , gets terribly mono
tonous . 

So please accept this late note 
of thanks for the considerations 
I was given by the Association 
and although I was unable to 
take advantage of some they were 
appreciate d .  The newsletter is 
showing a lot of promise and I 
also appreciate having each 
issue . 

Best wishes for a good yea r ,  

Robert M .  Ingraham 
Founder 
AKA 

Rolling Eddy 
I have been building Eddy kites 
either by us ing the old 'frame 
and string method or cloth and 
pocket type . With the cloth 
pocket type , I have been getting 
a rolling effect to one s ide . I 
have checked everything from 

symmetry to balancing the spars 
and am still having this 
p roblem. This is not a sudden 
pitch , in fact the kite is 
usually stable for a while , then 
it s tarts a slow pitch , usual ly 
to one side . The kite acts as 
though the bowing will correct 
the pitch which sometimes it 
does and sometimes it j ust wants 
to keep right on going . 

Could this be from a sudden gust 
of cross wind or turbulence? 
Would appreciate your comments .  

I a l s o  would like to know how 
the old kitemakers stitched 
fabric to their box kite frames . 
I like to use straight grain 
pine in rectangular strips for 
my framing . This being the case 
I cannot use pockets stitched 
into the cells and still make a 
collapsible box kite . I have 
s titched fabric to the framing 
before and the stitching seems 
to want to slide on the strips . 
Some books recommend using a 
loop stitch to hold the fabric 
to the framing . This may sound 
like a lot of effort but I like 
to do things the old fashioned 
way .  Besides I like to cut my 
own strips from scrap pieces of 
straight grain pine . 

Dennis Higgins 

Wild Wedge 
EDITOR ' S  NOTE: Leonard Cenover ,  
President of the Greater Dela
ware Valley Kite Society has 
announced a challenge to all to 
build a flying wedge--a la Ted 

THREE WAY SPLIT 

Manekin ' s  famous wedge kite , 
which all  who have seen it can 
testify ,  does not fly! 

Undaunted , Rick Kinnaird , 
replies : 

. . .  1' intend to go forward with 
the Flying Wedge Cha llenge. I 
have sent a note' to Mr . Manekin 
confirming that I have accepted 
the challenge . I intend , in 
Tennes see (AKA Convention , 1985 )  
to use a wedge in a man lift. 
Yes , you heard me correctly--a 
� lift wedge . I'm not j o king . 
This can be done . I intend to 
do the man lift the day of the 
auction so that the wedge I use 
in the man lift attempt can be 
entered into the kite auction . 
In fact , to get the auction off 
in the right spirit , I hope that 
the AKA would make this the 
first item of the auction 
because I know it ' ll go for big 
bucks . Can ' t you j ust see 
it--the first successful wedge 
used in a man lift . You may 
think that' I'm kidding , but as I 
have told Ted Mane kin in my 
letter to him ,  there are 
certain subtleties of the design 
which have neve r ,  to my 
knowledge , ever been published .  

. . Although I could reveal 
exactly how this man lift will  
work ( and I know it will  be 
successful ) , I think it would be 
more appropriate to not reveal 
all the details of this until 
the final moment so  as  to build 
up the anticipation of those 
doubting Thomas ' who have 
maligned the wedge . 

Rick Kinnaird 

One Company - Three Specialties 
A UNIQUE' AIRTOY SUPPLIER 

1. 

fRTIME® offers more than any other supplier, one phone call can bring you a wide assortment of compatable 

products for your kite business, We carry a large assortment of airtoys, 30 styles of windsocks and koi, and a 

selection of over 200 kites and accessories from around the world. 

@ AIRTIME MFG .• INC. 
Call now for more information or to place an order. 2978 Teagarden Street 

TOLL FREE: (800) 227-2398 IN CALIFORNIA: (415) 895-8373 ® San Leandro, Ca. 94577 
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Will Yours Be 
Our Color Cover 
Make your place in history! 
Send us your color photo! 

In the near future , the AKA NEWS 
will publish its first issue 
with a color cover--that ' s  right 
folks a full color cover! We 
want that first issue , sure to 
become a collector ' s  item,  to be 
absolutely spectacular. We need 
j ust the right photo to get us 
off to a good start . Do you 
have a special kite picture in 
your picture file ; one good 
enough to grace our cover? 

AKA invites all  members to 
submit photos for consideration . 
There is no prize in this 
contest . . .  but there is plenty 
of glory .  The photographer will 
get full credit . Rememb e r ,  only 
one photo will ever be first . 
Could it be yours? 

Judges will look for quality ,  
composition , and content . Send 
photos to AKA NEWS , 1 1 3  W .  
Franklin Street , Baltimore , MD 

21 20 1 .  Be sure to identify your 
p icture on the back with your 
name , address and phone number .  
Also include a brief statement 
granting AKA permi ssion to use 
your photo . Photo submissions 
cannot be returned and the 
winning photo wil l  become the 
p roperty o f  AKA. Non-winners 
may be published in a future 
i ssue of the AKA NEWS . Don ' t 
delay--send your photos today . 

Where To In '85 
It's Up To You. 

AKA is now investigating possi
ble sites for its 1985 , 1986 and 
1987 conventions. One of Presi
dent Makey ' s  goals is to select 
convention sites at lea st two o r  
three years i n  advance t o  allow 
more time for planning . 

Many AKA members have asked for 
a convention on the West Coast 
and several California AKA 
members have expressed an 
interest , but as yet we have no 
firm bid . AKA members from 
British Columbia have suggested 
it ' s  time to bring AKA to Canada 
but nothing is definite . 

Now is the time to stop saying , 
"Well , maybe. . . "  and put in a 
bid . Hosting a convention 
requires three basics:  1 .  A 
group of dedicated kiters who 
want to b ring the convention to 
thei r  a rea and are willing to do 
the volunteer work necessary ; 2 .  
A chairman with the time to 
coordinate his volunteers and 
the desire to do the j ob ;  and 3 .  
A site which p rovides good 
accomodations and kite flying 
fields, preferably within 
walking distanc e .  With those 
three requirements,  the possi
b ilities are limited only by 
your i magination . 

So , kiters,  think seriously 
about hosting the AKA con
vention . Request a convention 
appl ication from AKA head
quarters or call Tom or Carol 
Shaner at ( 30 1 )  7 5 2-3320 for 
more information . We want to 
come to visi t  you! 

DIREOTORY AVAILABLE 

AKA has produced a l imited 
supply of membersh� direc
tories .  If you would like a 
copy , send $5 . 00 to AKA, 1 1 3  W .  
Franklin Street , Baltimore , MD 
21 20 1 . 

Break A. Record In ,Ocean City, �land 
And Wm A Go, , Id Medal tkIta, H� �i111�i, � 

..•. • .. ., . 'II' , �'1111' ¥', 8aturilay, September 22nd, :1984 'f/1'E \.0'" 
. 

SUNFEST'83 
Co-Sponsor Sanctioned Co-Sponsor 
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HOW COME 
My KITE 

WON'T FLY? 
I feel like I ' ve j ust been put 
out of business. They ' ve come 
out with a book explaining the 
REASONS that my helpful kite
building hints work. Real ,  
scientific reasons, with 
diagrams, lots of them. 

"They" are Dr. Toshio I to and 
Hirotsugu Komura. Here ' s how 
they put it in a thrilling 
preface : " Being engineers by 
training and pro fession--we 
decided we might as well do a 
good j ob and research the entire 
matter. Experiments were 
carried out on the . trial and 
error basi s  over a period of 
four years.  Before we knew it , 
the two o f  us had made and flown 
more than one thousand kites. " 

The book i s  titled , appropri
ately enough, "KITES , "  sub
ti tIed , "The Science and the 
Wonder" . They go on to exp lain, 
"Our first problem, however ,  was 
to try to make a complex theory 
that is filled with numerical 
formulae comprehensible to 
o rdinary people who have no 
speCial training." (Like me . )  

The preface ends, titillatingly , 
"Thus, instead of being mere 
toys, kites can become tools of 
scientific technological 
education. The kite is thus no 
useless item. On the contrary , · 

"-
I' attack angle a , 

_ i  _ _ _  ' 

wind ----------��� 
� 

line 

\\ line 

holes for ID;:0Wing of b�idle 
bridle points / pomts 

a �  

T:: \/.. b 
- - ----->�-10° to 15° 

adjust the length of 
a and b by moving 
the towing point 

Fig. 2 

because it is fun as well as 
educationa l ,  it may be con
sidered an ideal learning tool . 
It thus conforms with two basic 
human needs: to play and to 
explore." (Wow ! Irresistib le . )  

What I really appreciated was 
the fact that they don ' t give 
set-in-concrete dimensions for 
several kites; they give the 
general pattern and then 
encourage you , the kite r ,  to 
make up your own design. They 
start with "The Ideal Kite" : 

See Fig. 1 

They continue with a diagrammed 
explanation of "Why Kites Lower 

leading edge 

Fig. 1 

- trailing edge 
vertical tail fin 
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Thei r  Altitude in Strong Winds" 
and what to do about it. They 
p rogress to "The Altitude of a 
Kite is Determined by the Size 
and Thickness o f  Its Line , "  
properly illustrated. 

Here ' s  part of the section on , 
"An Origina l  Kite Made From 
Materials on the Market" : 

See Fig. 2 

What I especially appreciated 
wa s thei r  use of a bridling 
system that I de scribed to you 
some time ago . Notice that knot 
at "towing of bridle points" . 

Another vindication : I called 
this "The Brute Force Method" of 
correcting off-center flying : 

Fig. 3 

See Fig . 3 

�inning direction 

paper 
tape 

� correctin 
, force 

When spinning is to the left, attach the tape 
on the right. 

This diagram come s  under a 
section titled "Swiunary of 
Stabilizing Factors"--how to 
straighten up a kite. I t  goes 
on to list several ways. 

Then come twenty-five ( 25 )  
diagrams showing the best ways 
to frame various bugs,  birds, 
fish ,  etc. I ' m  going to rush 
right down to the basement and 
bang out a "Wild Goose". 

They finish up the book with 
many more helpful hints on 
trains, spin p revention , 
materials ,  etc. 

At $ 1 1 . 95 ,  this book is a must . 
Available at most of the kite 
shops listed in "Member 
Merchants" or write Harper and 
Row , 10 East 5 3 rd Street , New 
York,  NY 10022. 

/ 
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Cmtipede Kite Head in the form of a dragon, made at Welfang Kite Research 
Institute. Frame is madl' of split bamboo, bmt over alcohol flame, joints are tied 
with thread and glue, then covered with s ilk and paper before painting. Each kite 
has spinning eyes. 

Orient Tour On Track 
Dave Checkley has res cheduled 
his 1984 Kitefliers Tour to the 
Orient to go to China first , 
leaving on April 16 , and to 
return through Japan , so that 
some of the participants can 
also attend the Wiefang Inter
national Kite Conference , April 
1-10 in Shandong Province . 

The Shandong Tourism Corporation 
and the Weifang Kite Amateur 
Association have invited a 
limited number of prominent 
kitefliers and demonstrators to 
attend the Weifang event and 
tour Shandong Province as thei r  
guests . This is a newly-opened 
part of China , with a long 
history of fine kitemaking , 
which is now being revived with 
the establishment of a kite 
factory . 

The main tour will  include nine 
days in the People ' s  Republic of 
China , visiting Shanghai and the 
principal kitemaking centers of 
Weifang , Tianj in and Beij ing , 
climaxed by flying kites from 
the Great Wall near Beij ing . 
After China , the group will go 
to the big Japan Kite Associ
ation annual festival at Lake 
Kawaguchi at the base of Mt . 
Fuj i near Tokyo , and then to the 
Hamamatsu Kite Festival , meeting 
Japanese kitefliers and kite
makers along the way . 

This is Checkley ' s  twel fth such 
kitefliers tour of the Orient . 

For more information , contact 
Dave Checkley , 678 West 
Prospect , Seattle , WA 9 8 1 1 9 .  
( 206)  284-535 0 .  

Children 
As Kites 

by Angela Dittmar 

I see children as kites . 
You spend a lifetime trying to 

get them off the ground . 
You run with them until you ' re 

both breathless . . .  they 
crash . . .  they hit the 
rooftops . 

You patch and comfort , adj ust 
and teach . 

You watch them lifted by the 
wind and assure them that 
someday they ' ll fly .  

Finally,  they are airborne : 
they need more string and 
you keep letting it out . 

But with every twist of the ball 
o f  tWine , there is sadness  
that goes with j oy .  

The kite becomes more distant 
and you know it won ' t be 
long b.efore that beautiful 
creature will snap the 
l ifeline that binds you 
together and will  soa r ,  as  
it  i s  meant to soar-- free 
and alone . 

Only then do you know that you 
did your j ob .  
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Don England 
Flying Soon 

We are s addened to report that 
AKA ' s  good friend , Don England , 
Director of Research and Deve
lopment for Hi-Flier ,  was the 
victim of a traffic accident 
last fall resulting in the loss 
of the use of his legs . But , 
kitefliers ' spirits are a lways 
up , and happi ly England was 
released from the hospital in 
October and was back to work at 
Hi-Flier as of November 14 . 
England says : 

"Juanita and I owe so much to so 
many people ; to the staff at 
C raig Hospital in Denver who 
b rought me back from the b rink 
and taught me how to survive as  
a paraplegic ;  to our friends 
here at Estes/Hi-Flier who , over 
the months , could have forgotten 
but didn ' t .  Then there are 
those AKA people ; the gifts from 
Vikki NewQerry , George Peters 
and Adrian Conn . Fel ix Carta
gena parted with his #1 ' Bear in 
the Air ' , Winston . Bill Tyrrell 
s ent a long a l l  his earthly 
possessions and kept me enter
tained on the phone for hours . "  

" I ' m  falling into a routine now 
as we return to a degree of ' 
normalcy .  Haven ' t  done much 
kite flying , but when March and 
April comes , I ' ll be ready . "  

Be The Last 
Be the last on your block to get 
an AKA T-shirt.  Our supply of  
" Share the Air" T-shirts is 
running low .  This is a special 
close-out offer for the fantas
tic price of two for $5 . 00 ,  plus 
$1 .00 postage--and handling . 
Sizes may be l imited s o  order 
now !  

AKA patches are available too !  
We have AKA logo patches a s  wel l  
as  Seattle , Manas sas , Detroit 
and Columbus convention patches , 
all  $3 . 50 each o r  any three for 
$10 . 00 .  



Kite Events 
February 27, 1 984 . TAPPAN ZEE 
Kite Train Workshop and Bus iness  
Meeting . CONTACT : Tom Mitchel 
( 9 14 )  359 - 7643 . 

March 3, 1984 , BAY AREA KITE 
ENTHUSIASTS first official 
meeting for 1984 , beginning with 
a kitefly from 1 -5 p . m . , Marina 
Green , San Francisco , followed 
by a pot luck supper ,  slide show 
and meeting . CONTACT : Carol 
Henry (415 ) 431-87 1 1  o r  George 
Ham (415 ) 552-0863 . 

March 4, 1984 . KITE MAKING 
CLASSES . Montgomery Alabama 
Museum of Fine Arts in conjunc
tion with the Peach State Kite 
Club . CONTACT : Frances Sommers 
(205) 834-297 6 .  

March 4, 1984 . ANOTHER ANY 
REASON WHATSOEVER KITE FLY . 
1 2 : 00 NOON , Savich Farm Park , 
Main Street , Marlton , NJ . 

March 10, 1 984 . 17th ANNUAL 
OAHU KITE FESTIVAL . 9 : 00 a . m . , 
Kahala Field Recreation Center ,  
Honolulu , HI . Exhibits , demon-

LOWEST 
PRICE 
FIGHTER KITES 
IN AMERICA 
Genuine Indian craftsmanship 
In strong glassine paper. 

IN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FIRST PRIZE, INTL. KITE FIGHTING 

at SAN FRANCISCO, 
REDONDO BEACH 
and LONG BEACH 

*10 Professional Fighter Kites . . . . .  $1 7.00 
*50 Professional Fighter Kites . . . . .  $44.00 
*2 Spools. Hand Painted. with 
500 Feet of Cotton String . . . . . . . .  $ 6.00 

POSTAGE INCLUDED 

strations , and world record 
a ttemp t .  Co-sponsored by Oahu 
Parks & Recreation , Hawaii 
Kitefliers Association and Kite 
Fantasy .  CONTACT : Ben Escobido 
( 808 ) 922-5317  or Richard Loera 
(808) 732-5483 . 

March 10,  1984 . REACH FOR THE 
SKY EVENT . Nashville , TN . 
CONTACT : J .  Winghead Harri s , 
The Windance Society ,  P .  O .  Box 
120504 , Nashville , TN 37212 . 

March I I ,  1984 56th ANNUAL 
ZILKER KITE CONTEST , 2 : 00 p . m . , 
Zilker Park , Austin , TX . Co
sponsored by the Austin Pa rks 
and Recreation Department , the 
Austin Exchange Club and K-9 8  
Radio . Rain date , March 1 8 .  
CONTACT : Dick Robertson ( 5 1 2 )  
453-7174  or Dick Ja ckson (5 1 2 )  
928- 1982 . 

March 16-April 30, 1984 . COLOR
FUL KITE TALES , A poster panel 
exhibit by the Smithsonian 
Insti tution Traveling Exhibit 
Servic e .  University Museum , 
Univers ity of Arkansas . 3rd 
floor , Hotz Hal l ,  Fayetteville , 
AR . CONTACT : Johnnie Gentry 
(50 1 )  575-3555 . 

March 17, 1984 . STONE MOUNTAIN 
ENDURANCE CONTEST . Ston� Moun
tain Georgia , near Atlanta . 
Timed endurance contest held at 
the top of Stone Mountain . 
Current record 24 hq,urs . 
CONTACT : Endurance Contest , 
Stone Mountain Park , P . O .  Box 
778 , Stone Mountain , GA 30086 . 

March 17,  1984 . KITE FESTIVAL , 
Duncans Mills , CA . CONTACT The 
C ross ing , (707 ) 865-2829 . 
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March 17, 1984 . KITE WORKSHOP .  
1 2 : 00 Noon , Christina Cultural 
Arts Cente r ,  800 East Seventh 
Street , Wilmington , DE . 
CONTACT : Felix Cartagena , (302) 
737 -4689 . 

March 18, 1984 . ANOTHER UN
REASON-ABLE KITE FLY . 12 : 00 
Noon , Cooper River Park, Route 
130 , Penns�uken , NJ . 

March 24, 1984 . TENTH ANNIVER
SARY LET ' S  FLY A KITE VENICE 
PIER KITE FESTIVAL . 1 2 : 00 noon 
on the beach north of the pie r .  
CONTACT : Gloria Lugo , (213)  
822-2561 . 

March 24, 1 984 . MONTGOMERY 
ALABAMA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS KITE 
FESTIVAL in conj unction with the 
Colorful Kite Tales Exhibit . 
CONTACT : Frances Sommers , (205 ) 
834-29 7 6 .  

March 24, 1984 . ROCKFORD KITE 
DAY . 1 2 : aO Noon . Rockford 
Park , at the end o f  Delaware 
Avenue , Wilmington , DE . Look 
for the big stone water tower on 
the hill . CONTACT : John Gatti , 
(302) 652-0 101 . 

March 31, 1984 . CHESAPEAKE BAY 
KITE DAY , Sandy Point State 
Park , MD .  CONTACT : Brooks 
Leffler (30 1 )  268-6065 . 

April 1- 10, 1984 . 1984 WEIFANG 
KITE-FLYING COMPETITION , 
Weifang , Shandong Province , 
Peop les Republic o f  China , 
co-sponsored by the Weifang Kite 
Amateurs Association . Kite-
making and kite flying demon-
strations , competi'tions . 
CONTACT : Shandong Provincial 
Travel & Tourism Corporation , 
240 Jin San Road , Jinan , 
Shandong , P . R . C .  o r  Dave 
Checkley , The Kite Factory ,  P .  
O .  Box 9 08 1 , Seattle , WA 9 8109 . 
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April 1 ,  1984 . FIRST ANNUAL 
APRIL FOOL I S KITE FLY , 12 : 00 
Noon , Core Creek Park, off Route 
413 , Langhorne , PA . CONTACT : 
Roger or Helen (215 ) 736-825 3 .  

April 7 ,  1984 . 1st  ANNUAL OZARK 
KITE FEST . Sponsored by 
University Museum , University o f  
Arkansas , Fayetteville , AR . 
CONTACT : Johnnie Gentry , (50 1 )  
575-3555 . 

April 7 ,  1984 . SMITHSONIAN KITE 
FESTIVAL . 10 a . m .  - 4 p . m .  at 
the Washington Monument Grounds , 
Washington , D . C .  Kitefliers 
buffet afterward at the home o f  
Bevan and Margo Brown . CONTACT : 
(202) 357-25 15 .  

April 7, 1984 . FIRST ANNUAL 
HISTORIKITE FESTIVAL . All day 
on the athletic field at 
Bri<fgeton High School ,  Bridge
to , NJ .  Registration begins at 
n on ; j udging for the best 

istorical kite and/or costume 
from 1 -3 : 00 p . m . ; p rizes for 
children and adults . CONTACT : 
Sharon S chulman (609 ) 45 1 -4802 . 

April 14, 1984 . BROADMEADOW 
COME FLY A KITE DAY , Broad
meadow Athletic Field , Route 
896 , Middletown , DE . CONTACT : 
John Dougherty (302) 653-5 126 . 

April 14, 1984 . MORRIS 
ARBORETmJ KITE FESTIVAL . All 
day , Hillcrest Avenue between 
Stenton and Germantown Avenues ,  
Chestnut Hill , PA . CONTAT : 
Peter Annunziato (2 15)  242-3399 . 

April 15,  1984 . TAPPAN ZEE KITE 
FESTIVAL , Piermont Pier on the 
Tappan Zee Rive r .  CONTACT : Tom 
Mitchell , ( 9 14)  359- 7643 . 

April 18-29 , 1984 . JAPAN KITE 
ASSOCIATON ANNUAL KITE FESTIVAL . 
Lake Kawaguchi , Japan . Ki te
fliers and kitemakers from all 
over Japan , exhibitions , demon
strations of kitemaking and 
kite flying , competitions , week
end excursion with overnight 
accomodations at Lake Kawaguchi 
Lodge . CONTACT : JKA ,  
Restaurant Tameiken , 1 - 12-10  
Nihonbashi , Chuo-ku ,  Tokyo 103 , 
Japan or Dave Checkley , The Kite 
Factory , P .  O .  Box 9081 , 
Seattle , WA 98 109 . 

April 20, 1984 . THE GREAT 
DELAWARE KITE FESTIVAL . 10 : 00 
a . m . , Cape Henlopen State Park , 
Lewes , DE . CONTACT : Barbara or 
Eileen , (302) 227 - 1616 . 

April 2 1 ,  1984 . 6th ANNUAL KITE 
FESTIVAL , Rockaway , OR . On the 
beach . Sponsored by the 
Rockaway Lions Club . Cash 
Prizes . CONTACT : Roger Lovitt 
(503)  355-8088 . 

April 21,  1984 . KITE FESTIVAL , 
Duncans Mills , CA . CONTACT :  The 
Cros s ing (707)  865 -2829 . 

Apri l  2 1 ,  1984 . HIT THE BEACH 
KITE FLY . All Day , Rehoboth 
Beach , DE . CONTACt : Barbara or 
Eileen , (302)  227- 1616 . 

April 22-23, 1984 . EASTER 
EXTRAVAGANZA , Blackheath , 
London . CONTACT : The Kite 
Society ,  31 Grange Road , lIford , 
Es sex , England IGI lEU . 

Apri l  28, 1983 . MARYLAND KITE 
FESTIVAL . 10 : 00 a . m . - 5 : 00 p . m 
Fort McHenry , Baltimore , MD .  
CONTACT : Jon Burkhardt , 7016  
Buxton Terrace , Bethesda , MD 
20817 . (30 1 )  229 -605 2 .  

May 3 - 5 ,  1984 . HAMAMATSU KITE 
FESTIVAL , Hamamatsu , Japan . 
Larges t  kite event in the world , 
over 2 million attendance over 3 
days . S ixty plus neighborhood 
teams , up to 150 men (and now 
women) each fighting large kites 
up to 12 feet square in honor o f  
new first-born sons , nightly 
parades , hospi tali ty by kite 
teams and kite donors . CONTACT : 
Dave Checkley , The Kite Factory , 
P . O .  Box 908 1 ,  Seattle , WA 
98109 . 

May 5, 1984 . SEASON OPENER KITE 
FLY , all day . Rehoboth Beach , 
DE . CONTACT : Barbara or Eileen 
(302) 227 - 16 16 . 

May 6, 1984 . BUCKS COUNTY KITE 
FLY . Core Creek Park , off Route 
413  between Langhorne and 
Newton , PA . CONTACT : Olan 
Turner ,  (215)  493-2153 . 

May 6, 1984 . 3rd ANNUAL 
FRANKENMUTH SKY FEST , Franken-
muth, MI . 12 : 00 noon.  
Co-sponsored by Frankenmuth 
Parks and Recreation and Kite 
Kraft in conjunction with 
Frankenmuth Mae Fest .  Compe
tition with lots of prizes and 
free flying . CONTACT : Kite 
Kraft ( 5 1 7 )  652-2961 . 

May 1 9 ,  1984 . PLYMOUTH KIWANIS 
CLUB 2nd ANNUAL KITE FLY . 
Plymouth , WI 53073 . Prizes for 
the kids . 
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AVAILABLE AT 

most Kite Stores. 

Manufactured by: 

International Kite C o. 

3260 'F' St. San Diego, 

California. 92102 
Tel :  619 233-0727 

The American Seagull 
A Limited Edition 

Handcrafted For Us By 
Adrian Conn 

Featuring 
e Ripston & Fibreglass Construction 
eSix Foot Wingspan 
eAppliqued Nose & Wing Tips 
eTwo Tone Custom Carry Case 
e Delicately Balanced 
e Exquisitely Sewn 

$26.95 Freight Included 

SOAR- N - D I PITY: 
A Kite Encounter 

1 1 02 Flushing Road 
Fli nt, Michigan 48504 



President's 
Comer 

May I use this 
opportunity to say 
a belated "Happy 
New Year ! "  to all  
of you. With your 
help , the new 
Executive Commit
tee will try to 
make 1984 a year 
to be remembered . 

I t  will help if you wil l  let us 
hear from you . We want to know 
what you are doing , what you 
like and what we can do for you . 

I t  has been difficult to believe 
that I am now President of this 
g reat organization . The new 
Executive Committee and myself 
realize that we have been 
entrusted � you to p romote and 
control AKA for � for one 
whole year . This is an awesome 
responsibility and we are taking 
that responsib ility very seri
ously . 

I have p roposed to the Board the 
following list of goals for the 
year .1984 : 

1 .  Development of a comprehen
s ive kitefliers handbook 
with a strong emphasis on 
SAFETY . 

I I .  Increase the benefits o f  
AKA membership . 

III . Define and strengthen AKA 
Regional structure . 

IV.  Select convention s ites and 
sponsors (hosts) for 1985 , 
1 9 86 , and 1987 . 

V .  Advocate and foster the 
development of kite parks 
to be maintained and 
staffed by C ity , County , 
State or Metro Parks exclu
s ively for kiteflying . 

VI . Compile a comprehensive 
history of AKA . 

All ideas and comments , pro and 
con , o f  any who read this list 
will be appreciated . I would 
l ike to hear from those of you 
who think you would like to 
contribute to and/or participate 
in effo rts to reach these goals . 

Good Winds�, I' 

'/ -;)/J , 

Officers and Board 
1984 OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

DIRECTORS AT lARGE REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

President 
Miller S, Makey, Sr. 
2557 Clark Drive 
Grove City, OH 43123 
(614) 871 -0727 ' 

First Vice President 
Robert H, Kloss 
156 W, Riverglen Drive 
Worthington, OH 43085 
(1314) 885-5060 

Second Vlco President 
Gilford Millard 
4508 SI. Anthony Lane 
ColUmbus, OH 43213 

1'hlrd Vice President 
Michael J, Keating 
2283 Bristol Road 
Columbus, OH 43221 

Corresponding Secretary 
Betty K, Makey 
2557 Clark Drive 
Grove City, OH 43123 
(614) 871 -0727 

Recording Sect'y/Treasurer 
Margie Winnett 
486 Haymore Avenue, N, 
Worthington, OH 43085 
(614) 888-41 28 

Warren, Bailey 
Box 450 
2859 W, Street, Rte, #37 
Delaware, OH 43015 
(614) 369-4153 

Chet Snouffer 
340 Troy Road 
Delaware, OH 43015 
(614) 363-4414 

BOARD OF 
PAST PRESIDENTS 

W, 0, (Red) Braswell 
1 0000 Lomond Drive 
Manassas, VA 221 1 0  
(703) 361-2671 

Bevan Brown 
6636 Kirkley Avenue 
McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 893-3886 

Robert I ngraham 
315 No, Bayard Street 
Silver City, NM 88061 

REGION 1: New England 
CT, NH, MA, ME, RI, VT 
Carl Poehler 
9 Vi ne Street 
Melrose, MA 02176 

REG ION 2: New York State 
Jerf'1 Gorsuch 
380 -3rimsby Street 
Stat,," Island, NY 1 0306 
(212) 351-7461 

REGION 3: Penn-Jersey 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
Michael Carroll 
P,O, Box 2 1 5  
Plainsboro, NJ 08536 
(609) 799-6398 

REGION 4: Mid-Atlantic 
DC, DE, MD, VA, WV 
George Fohs 
521 1 Pembroke Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21 206 
(301) 483-4776 

REGION 5: South 
Al, Fl, GA, LA, MS, NC, 
SC, TN 

John F, (Jack) Van Gilder ���� ������est Drive 
1 925 Walnut S,W, Charlotte NC 28210 
Seattle, WA 981 1 6  (704) 553:1 996 
(206) 938-0550 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

REGION 6: Northeast Central 
IN, KY, MI, OH 
Judy Neuger 

Welca 0, (Red) Braswell 

Wood Ellis 

George T, Moran 

H, J, (Hod) Taylor 

The Maryland Kite Society, Inc. 
7106 Buxton Terrace 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
Jon Burk" ardt, Exec, Sec, 
(301) 229-6052 

Washington Kitelllers Asan. 
clo Pacific Science Center 
200 2nd Avenue, N, 
Seattle, WA 98109 
Tom Sisson, Pres, 
(206) 725-3615 

Atchafalaya Breeze Teasers 
RI. 2, Box 658 
Mergan City, LA 70380 
De e Petkas, Pres, 
(5('4) 395-491 9  

William E ,  Temple 

Nicholas Van Sant 

Will Yolen 

4500 Chagrin River Road 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 

REGION 7: Northwest Central 
lA, Il, MN, WI 
Toby Schlick 
A.R, 1, Box 205 
Fish Creek. WI 54212 

Affiliated Clubs 
The Wlndance Society 
P,O, Box 1 2054 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Jerry Harris, Pres, 
(615) 298-2510 

Chlcagoland Sky liners 
4705 W, Byron Street 
Chicago, IL 60641 
AI Hargus, Pres, 
(312) 545-9572 .' 
Greater Delaware Valley 

Kite Society 
P,O, Box 426 
Newfield, NJ 08344 
Leonard M, Conover, Pres, 
(609) 697-2285 

Rainbow Kltelllera Society 
1 2045 Brown Street 
Fenton, M I 48430 
Carleton Crockett, Pres, 
(313) 629-7354 

Central Ohio Kitelllers As.n. 
315 S, Kellner Road 
Columbus, OH 
Fred Bell, Pres, 
(614) 231-1559 

5/20 Kite Club 
1921 Hunt Club Drive 
Grosse PI. Woods, MI 48236 
Hank Szerlag, Pres, 
(313) 886-6009 

REGION 8: Mountain 
AZ, CO, 10, MT, NO, NE, 
NM, NV, SO, UT, WY 
Brian Volkman 
The Kite Store 
1415 Larimer Square 
Denver, CO 80202 

REGION 9: Southwest 
AR, KS, MO, OK, TX 
Michael G, Freeman 
245 Arcadia 
Wichita, KS 67212 

REGION 10: Pacific NW 
AK, HI, OR, WA, BC 
Carl Krafft 
1 220 38th Avenue E. 
Seattle, WA 981 1 2  
(206) 323-1734 

REGION 11: N. California 
Monterey County and North 
Leland Toy 
1 044 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 9  

REGION 1 2 :  S .  California 
South of Monterey County 
Tony Cyphert 
4621 North Avenue #1 
San Diego, CA 921 1 6  
(714) 297-2722 

REGION 13: International 
Garry Woodcock 
1055 Shawnmarr Road, #68 
Mississauga, Ontario 
Canada, ISH 3V2 

Aaaoclated Oregon Kiter. 
6305 SW Cherryhill Drive 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
Steven E. Rose, Pres, 
(503) 285-941 2  

Kites Over New England 
P,O, Box 635 
Westborough, MA 01581 
Larry Moeller, Pres, 
(617) 366-5923 

Tappan Zee Kite Fliers 
540 Piermont Avenue 
Piermont, NY 1 0968 
Wendy Plogar, Pres, 
(914) 359-9336 

************�*********** 
Membership Application 

NAME _____ _ DATE ____ _ 
ADDRESS __________________________ __ 
CITY __________________ STATE ____ Z I P  __ _ 
TELEPHONE ( 

I ndicate category of me mbership desired: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP, $15,00 . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  , . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . .  $ -------
(OR) 

FAM I LY MEMBERSHIP, $15,00 for first member, $ 1 ,00 for each $ ------
additional member in the same household , ( $ 1 ,00 x no,) 

Names of other family members: 

For USA 1st class mail add $4,00 ' , ' , ' , . , , , " , , , ' , . .  , , , , , ' , . .  , . ,  . ,  , , .  ' . , , $  -------
For Canada or Mexico add $4,00, other foreign address $5,00 , . .  , ' , . , " " $ -------
Mail this application with check or money order. payable to AKA. to: 

American Kltellle,. Assoclallon 
113 W. Franklin Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 TOTAL REMITTANCE $ _-----
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Member Merchants 
The following merchants have agreed to allow a 1 0% discount to AKA members. 

High As A Kite The Kite Store Windy's Kite Shop Wind Play 
34 Princess Street 1 4 1 5  Larimer Square 37'h Cottage Street 232 S.w. Ankeny Street 
Sausalito, CA 94965 Denver, CO 80202 Bar Harbor, ME 04609 Portland, OR 97204 
(415) 332-8944 (303) 623-2353 (207) 288-5337 (503) 223-1 760 

Carey's Kite Winder The Kite Site Unique Place/World of Kites Kites & Other Delights 
7671 North Avenue 3101 M Street, N.w. 525 S. Washington at Sixth 28667 Spencer Creek Read 
Lemon Grove, CA 92045 Washington, DC 20007 Royal Oak, MI 48067 Eugene, OR 97405 

Kite & Gift, Inc. (202) 965-4230 (313) 398-5900 (503) 344-5483 

333 Jefferson Street The Kite Shop Soar-n-Dlplty Kites & Other Delights 
San Francisco, CA 94133 49 Rehoboth Avenue 1 1 02 Fl ushing Road Fifth Street Market 

r (415) 885-5785 Rehoboth Beach ,  DE 1 9971 Flint, MI 48504 Eugene, OR 97401 

Hyperkltes (302) 227-1616 (31 3) 234-8320 (503) 344-KITE 

1 821 Fifth Avenue Toys Ahoy Kite Kraft The Kite Shop 
San Diego, CA 92101  28 Periwinkle Place 245 S. Mai n  P.O. Box 5 1 7  
(619) 231 -4977 Sanibel Island , FL 33957 Frankenmuth, MI 48634 Rockaway, OR 97136 

Kite Dreams 
(813) 472-4800 (51 7) 781 -3029 (503) 355-8088 

7541 W. Washington Blvd. Kites On A String, Inc. Toys Ahoy Klassy Kites 
Los Angeles, CA 900 1 4  3098A Fuller Street 249 Culver Street King of Prussia Plaza 
(213) 61 4-891 1 Coconut Grove, FL 33133 Saugatuck, MI 49453 King of Prussia, PA 1 9406 

Kltemakers of San Francisco 
(305) 447-961 6  (616) 857-2621 (21 5) 337-21 99 

Pier 39, Space A-1 3  Harper's Bizarre Affairs of the Air The Rainbow Store 
San Francisco, CA 94133 99 E. Palmetto Park Road Crown Center 952 Hamilton Mall 
(415) 641 -1 226 Boca Raton, FL 33432 Kansas City, MO 641 08 Allentown, PA 1 8 1 01 

Fighting Kite Co. 
(305) 392-9297 (81 6) 221-351 1 (215) 770-1 080 

31 1 6  Arlotte Avenue Heavenly Body Kites Kitty Hawk Kites The Rainbow Store 
Long Beach, CA 90808 409 Greene Street Rt. 1 ,  Box 226 Market Place 
(213) 598-5306 Key West, FL 33040 Kil l  Devil Hil ls, NC 27948 Bethlehem, PA 1 80 1 8  

let's Fly A Kite Shop (305) 296-2535 (91 9) 441 -4629 (21 5) 865-2572 

13755 Fiji Way Two Scooters Something In the Air The Meadow Mouse Shop 
Marina del Rey, CA 90291 926 N . E. 1 9th Avenue 353 Ocean Boulevard 520 N. Pennsylvania Avenue 
(213) 822-2561 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 Hampton Beach ,  NH 03842 Morrisvi l le, PA 1 9067 

Seaport Kite Shop 
(305) 462-7722 

High Fly Kite Co. 
(21 5) 736-8253 

867 W. Harbor Drive High Performance Kites 33 Evergreen Lane Airborne Kites ">-
San Diego, CA 921 01 1 01 9  University Avenue Haddonfield, NJ 08033 365 Riverside Street 
(619) 232-2268 Honolulu,  HI 96826 (609) 429-6260 Portsmouth, RI 02871 

The Ultimate High (808) 942-8799 Gone With the Wind (401 ) 683-4880 

419 Shoreline Village Drive Kite Fantasy Old Cobblestone Village Kllg's Kites 
Long Beach, CA 90802 2863 Kalakaua Avenue Vernon, NJ 07462 Myrtle Beach Pavil ion 
(213) 436-31 80 Honolulu,  H I  96815 (201)  827-8754 Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

Colors of the Wind (808) 732-KITE 
Go Fly A Kite, Inc. (803) 626-9250 

2900 Main Street Stanton Hobby Shop, Inc. 1 53 East 53rd Street Kllg's Kites 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 4734 North Mi lwaukee Avenue New York, NY 1 0022 North Kings Highway 
(213) 399-8044 Chicago, I L  60630 (212) 308-1 666 Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

Fabric Design (31 2) 283-6446 
Outta Sight Kites (803) 449-2856 

2101 Bryant Street Video Hotline, Inc. 1 2-77 Country Village The Kite Koop, Inc. 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 0  858 Green Bay Road Kingston, NY 1 2401 Landmark Plaza 
(415) 387-3306 Winnetka, IL 60093 (914) 331 -9085 No. Main Street 

Victoria Kite Store (31 2) 441 -8070 
Go Fly A Kite Chincoteague, VA 23336 

62-560 Johnson Street Hobbles, Games & Software 1 201 Lexington Avenue (804) 336-5554 

Victoria, B.C. Westboro Shopping Center New York, NY 1 0028 Krazy Kites 
Canada V8W 3C6 Westboro, MA 01 581 (21 2) 472-2623 Virg i nia Beach Fishing Pier 
(604) 381 -5377 (61 7) 366-2030 

The Forecaster Wind & Weather Virginia Beach,  VA 23451 

Touch the Sky, Inc. Kites Aweigh 8 Front Street (804) 422-5483 

836 Yonge Street 6 Fleet Street Greenport, NY 1 1 944 Great Winds Kite Shop 
Toronto, Ontario Annapolis, MD 21401 (51 6) 477-9559 402 Occidental Avenue, So. 
Canada M4W 2H1 (301 ) 268-6065 

Adirondack Wlndsports Seattle, WA 98104 
(416) 964-0434 

The Kite loft P.O. Box 372 (206) 624-6886 

Touch the Sky-Harbourslde 5 N. 2nd Street Lake George, NY 1 2845 Breezee's Wind Shoppe 
207 Queens Quay West Ocean City, M D  21 842 

The Kite Kompany/What's Up P.O. Box 631 
Toronto, Ontario (301 ) 289-7855 

4500 Chagrin River Road Mukilteo, WA 98275 
Canada M5J 1 A7 

The Kite loft Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (206) 353-5040 
(416) 362-5983 

Harborplace (21 6) 247-4440 Fish Creek Kite Company 
Skyscrapers' Kites Light Street Pavi l ion A.R. 1 Box 205 
P.O. Box 1 1 1 49 Baltimore, MD 21201 Fish Creek, WI 542 1 2  
Denver, C O  8021 1 (30 1 )  528-0888 (414) 868-3769 
(303) 433-951 8  
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Low Wind Flying Technique 
From Rick Bell , o f  Hyperkites , a 
technique for flying when 
there ' s  not quite enough wind--

You have p robably noticed that 
it takes less wind to fly hori
zontally than it does to climb . 
The fundamental light wind 
technique uses that fact , and 
resembles rowing a boat . 

Practice rowing whenever you 
fly , even if there is enough 
wind that it seems unnecessary .  
Rowing is  s imply a matter o f  
timing and " feel , "  and you can 
acquire the necessary skills 
even in a fairly brisk wind . 

To row : 

1 � Fly horizontally.  As the 
kite crosses ,in front of 
you , extend your arms fully 
in front of you,. 

2 .  Row . Pull back smoothly 
and 'forcefully with your 
arms , while at the same 
time entering a climbing 
turn . Don ' t pull your arms 
back to your chest ; instead 
swing them downward past 
the outsides of your legs 

3 .  

while holding them 
straight . (This allows a 
longer " stroke" for more 
added power and alsp 
lessens fatigue . )  

Recover .  Finish the turn 
flying horizontally in the 
opposite direction . Try to 

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

finish the turn with the 
last bit of added energy 
from the arm stroke . 

Accelerate . Hold your arms 
back while the kite gains 
some flying speed . 

Extend . As the kite flies 
horizontally , slow,ly and 
smoothly extend your arms 
in front of you again. 

Repeat . Your flying path 

will resemble a climbing 
"S" turn . When you have 
climbed as high as you can , 
maneuver ,  then row again . 

You probably won ' t  be too im
p ressed with the results the 
first few times you try this . 
Never mind . Walk before you 
run . Learn the rhythm and the 
"feel" o f  rowing , and you ' ll 
have the key to sparkling per
formance in 4 mph winds . 

In low wind, odds are you can't f ty 50 Hyperkites, like these shown in the sky over 
Detroit, MI, but you can learn to fly dual line kites in light air. The fundamental 
low wind technique uses the fact that it takes less wind to fly horizontally than it 
does to climb. 

Ame rican Kite fliers As sociation 
1 13 We st Franklin Street 
Baltimore , MD 21201  
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