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Ja anese
. apture
Columbus
Few words of unders tanding were
spoken between them and the
other 300 kite fliers who
attended the AKA Columbus
Convention , but their kites and
their amazing team demonstra
tions overcame all language
barriers.
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The kite flying team from
Hamamatsu, Japan, which was
sponsored by Honda , won the
hearts of everyone in Columbus ,
and at the Convention's clos ing
banquet , AKA presented the team
and its members numerous symbols
o f gratitude including the
People's Choice Award for Bes t
Handmade Kite , a friendship
award , certificates , plaques ,
patches , T-shirts and more.
Amazing to watch as they
maneuvered their beautifully
des igned 24 ' x 24 ' kites through
the s ky , the ten-man Japanese
delegation brought new meaning
to kiteflying in America.
To fly the large Hamamatsu kite
requires synchronized , phys ical
ly-demanding teamwork .
First the team runs out the lead
line and starts the giant kite

upward . The kites are heavy as
they are constructed of large
bamboo rod s , including one pole
nearly 50' in length to provide
s tability.
Unli ke s ome kites which tend to
settle into a stable position ,
the Hamamatsu kite required
continuous maneuvering. Here ,
the practiced team showed its
expertise .
One team member carries a
two-foot steel device with a
pulley on one end.
This is
secured to a belt and the kite
line runs through it.
As the kite begins to fall , the
anchor man s its on the ground
with one or two other members
(depending on winds ) to provide
anchorage , and the team runs the
line through the pUlley. Team
members grab the line near the
pulley and run toward the spool
about ten fee t , dropping the
line and returning to p ick it up
again
near
the
pulley.
Meantime , the pulley man blows a
whistle and all chant to keep
cadence on this exhausting
(Continued next page)

Honda Team
Wows 'Em
in Columbus

maneuver . Fundamentally , the
team members are running around
in circles , working harder than
any other kitefliers we have
seen.
Each time the kite begins to
drop , the process is repeated.
It takes its toil on the team
members , and soon AKAers were
anxious ly waiting to fill in.

During more peaceful moments
when the kite was maintaining
altitude, the Japanese presented
gi fts to new friends , and they

had a friend in everyone they
met. Gifts included specially
printed headbands , gift-boxed
miniature kites and small
rep l icas of their giant kites .
These gifts will be treasured
mementos for those who were
lucky enough to receive them .
Another thing that made the
Japanese s o interesting to watch
was their uniforms. All sported
black pants and shirts , hachi
makis , hap i coats and s l ippers
divided at the big toe so that
the feet could be used to stop
or hold the line .
The idea o f team dress was
adopted for the Rokkaku compe
tition (see related s tory) . The
Japanese played a key role in
that battle as four of their
members provided expert counsel
to the "Mama Sans " team.
At the banquet , the team leader
expressed his team ' s apprecia
tion for the warm reception they
had received. Though he spoke
mostly through an interpreter ,
he took to the microphone him
self to s ay , "This is the
happiest time of my life . "

Photos
Intensely watching their kites (top p. 2),
weaving support structure (bottom p. 2),
salute the team (top left p. 3), the giant
crane and Hello Ohio (right p. 3),
and reeling it in on large metal reel
(bottom. p. 3).
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Spectacular
Skies in
Columbus

Skies were brilliant blue .
Winds were s trong and s teady .
Air temperatures were delight
ful . The people were terrific
and the kites were spectacular .
So sums up the 1983 convention
of the American Kitefliers
Association--probably the best
AKA gathering in history.

From the moment they began to
arrive at the well-designed
Stouffer's Dublin Hotel outs ide
Columbus , OH , AKA members could
sense the anticipated excitement
which lay ahead .
Miller and Betty Makey; con
vention chairmen , and the
members o f the Central Ohio
Kitefliers Association (COKA) ,
were extremely well organized .
The first day of the meeting ,
Thursday, got underway with a
free fly and the opening of the
new Kite Trade Association's
The afternoon was
exhibits.
given to workshops ; flying
conditions were so perfect i t
was not always easy t o get
kiteflier s in off the flying

fields to attend the educational
sess ions .
Four workshops· were conducted.
Red Braswell filled in with a
review of rotor kites when
s cheduling problems delayed
other speakers . Red showed many
versions of his 28¢ wonder and
came to the conclusion that as
long as the builder follows a
.
few basic rules such as keep1ng
the width of the kite not much
more than the diameter of the
discs and having the diameter of
the discs exceed the vertical
s ize of the flying wing by at
leas t 1 1/2" for stability, all
things are poss ible .
Pete Ianuzzi of Ba ltimore, a
member of the Maryland Kite
Society and a diving engineer
for the U.S . Navy , was "knot"
sure he would ever get his
workshop started as the beauti
ful weather played havoc . He
did, however, and all those who
came in were treated to a mos t
informative presentation o n
"Kite Lines and Knots , o r Knotty
Kite Line Issues."

Steve Pohling, a public safety
admini s trator with the risk
management diVis ion. of the
Co lumbus and Southern Ohio
·
Electric Co., then lit up the
AKA members with "Kite Safety
and Electricity." (See related
story . )
Mr . Pohling demon
s trated the ef fect of electri
city on specific kite materials.
I t wa s a "shocking" demonstra
tion.
Finally , Tink Culley , an avia
tion s afety inspector with the
General Aviation District Office
o f the Port Co lumbus Interna
tional Airport reviewed "FAA and
Kites . "
After the workshops , AKA con
ducted its annual bus iness
meeting and ele cted Miller Makey
to succeed Jack Van Gilder as
pres ident .
The members also
decided to hold the 1984 annual
meeting in Nashvi l l e, TN.
At 9:00 p. m., an AKA first took
p lace and i t dazzled the
crowd--it was the Nite Kite
Flite . All kites were· required
to have some form of i llumi
nation and many ingenious ideas
·
were used .
There was the obvious technique
o f taping l i ght s ticks to the
kite line .
There was the
concept of affixing refle ctors
to the kite and shining a bright
light a t them . Refle ctive tape
added another dimension. There
were strobe lights ins ide wind
socks , plastic lanterns on kite
lines and many combinations.

While the air was cool that
night and the official fly was
to wrap up at 11:00 p.m.,
several kitefliers were s ti l l
there at 1:00 a.m.
They paid the bill , however, as
Friday morning came bright and
early along with a special
demonstration everyone wanted to
see--the Honda Kite Team in
action (see related s tory) .
The afternoon
featured more free
.
flights and the first AKA
Rokkaku Team Kite Challenge (see
related story).
While the Rokkaku' s were
exciting , tho se at the flying
field were also treated to an
opportunity to see many new and
beautiful kites and kite ideas.
Adrian Conn put up a giant
multi-colored ,
three-winged
flex-wing kite which included a
foil on the front set of wings
for lift , eight hex kites with
half round inflatable tubes for
the tail and a 20 ' x 18 ' wing
section.
The always clever Hugh and Marge
Harrison of Canada like flags .
At the 1983 Detroit meeting , the
Harrison ' s kite featured a
series of flags of the provinces
and territories of Canada. This
year , their kites , several
delta s , helped lift the flags of
the countries in which they have
flown kites including , Canada ,
United States , Japan , Thai land ,
Australia , New Zealand , Figi,
Hong Kong , New Antilles ,

Convention kites . . 1) Tom Casselman's beautifully designed alphabet, 2) the popular
Action Kite, 3) a train of Bruce Kennington 's boxes, 4) Adrian Conn's flexwing, 5) Dave
DeBolt's Liberty Bells, 6) Rokkakus aplenty and 7) Bill Kocher holding· Dave D eBolt's
Indiana special. Below is a portion of Oscar Bailey's panoramic photograph of
Convention kite fliers. Copies of the full 7" x 5' color photo are available at $53.00 from
Oscar Bailey, 2004 Clement Road, Lutz, Florida 33549.
.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from p revious page)
Antigua, Venezuela, Barbados ,
Aruba and Puerto Rico. Two
special flags were added: the
British Columbia Kitefliers
As sociation flag and the
Harrison house flag with its
motto "Vinci t Que Patitur" which
translates "He conquers who
endures."
Mel Govig of Baltimore had a
flag, too . His was a kite of
the Maryland state flag�-a
beautiful black, gold, red and
white flag which p roudly hovered
over Columbus. Al Hargus of
Chicago flew the Chicago flag
trailing the banner "My Kind of
Town."
Numerous other kites excited
everyone .

On to Saturday and the AKA
Nationals. The competition was
intense and the judges were
tested at every turn .
Winners included:
S INGLE LINE MANEUVERING
Advanced: 1st - Vic Heredia
2nd - Tom Joe
1st - Joe Vaughan
Novice:
2nd - Joanne Suhr
HIGH FLY - Vic Heredia
TRAINS, CENTIPEDES, BIRDS
Trains:
1st - Bernice Turner
2nd - Stuart Rudolph
Centipedes: 1st - Kin Kan Hs ieh
2nd - Elmer Wharton
Birds:
1st - Nishi
2nd - Susan Hs ieh

BEST HANDCRAFTED
Soft:
1st - Adrian Conn
2nd - Theodore Karl
Cellular: 1st - Valentine Deale
2nd - Pete r Lynn
Delta:
1st - Tony Cyphert
2nd - John Wilson
Flat:
1st - The Szerlags
2nd - Lucien Gibeault
Compound: 1st - Adrian Conn
2nd - Lucien Gibeault
1st - Alan Wheeler
Bowed:
1st - Jon Burkhardt
2nd - William Pase
Semi-Rigid: 1st - Hank Szerlag
2nd - Charlie Sotich
MOST EFFI CIENT
Small:
1st - Ga rry Woodcock
1st - Raymond Brandes
2nd - Charlie Sotich
(Continued page 8)

Friday evening was the annual
auction and what an auction
it was .
For over four hours
kitefliers bid to purchas e
nearly 200 unique and excep
tional kites and kite acces
sories .
AKA netted approxi
mately $7, 000, the most ever
raised at an AKA auction.
AKA

PETER POWELL
STUNT KITES
NEW KITES
NEW COLORS

8 COLORS
POLY
+
.RIPSTOP

Carolyn Kennington demonstrates the relaxed style of kite flying. Surrounded by her gear
and munching an apple; what a way to go!
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Peter Powell Kites Inc.

1040 N.E. 43 Court

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33334

Tel.: 305-565-5588 Telex: 514365
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Put over 20 years of kiting
experi,ence to work for you ...

go fly a kite ®�
For our 24 page full color catalog call or write:

wholesale

retail

go fly a kite, inc.

go fly a kite

Box aa

1201 Lexington Ave.

East Haddam, Ct. 06423

New York, New York 10028

call toll free 1-800-243-3370; in Ct. 873-8675

call 212-472-2623

Please enclose

$2.00

for each catalog
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Hyperkites for five minutes while
doing the required two moves to
capture the World's Record for
most stunt kites in train. He had
hoped to top that mark with 80
kites in Columbus, but light winds
nixed that effort .

(Continued from page 6)
tfedium:
Large:

1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd

-

Jay Kilgore
Theodore Karl
David Elliott
Gilford Millard
Bruce Jarvie

BEST MANUFACTURED
Cellular: 1st - Peter Lynn
2nd - Scott Spencer
1st - Glenn Dalgliesh
Stunt:
Hyperkites
2nd - Hank Manseau
Rainbows
Semi-Rigid: 1st - Dom Jalbert
2nd - Joe Vaughan

No matter how you looked at it ,
everyone was a winner in
Columbus .
It was the best AKA
Convention ever , and a formid
able challenge for the orga
nizers for Nashville in 1984.

In the People ' s Choice Awards
(voted by registered attendees) ,
the winners were:
HANDMADE KITES
1st - Crain Kite
Hamamatsu Team
2nd - Conn FlexWing
Adrian Conn
HANDMADE ACCESSORIES
1st - Radio Controlled Stere
Kite Camera
Garry Woodcock
2nd - Bubble Machine
Felix Cartagena

MOST UNLIKELY TO FLY BUT DOES
1st - Charlie Sotich
2nd - Dave DeBolt
CAMERA R I GS
1st - David Tom
2nd - Garry Woodcock

MANUFACTURED KITES
1st - Action Kite
Don Tabor
2nd -. Peter Lynn Box Kite
Peter Lynn

DROPNIK
1st - George Fohs

While the grand national compe
titions were underway 12-year-old
MANUFACTURED ACCESSORIES
Glenn Dalgliesh was attempting to
1st .;. Kite Reel
surpass his own record for stunt
Peter Lynn
kites . In Ocean City , MD, this
2nd - Nylon Kite Pants
September, Dalgliesh had flown 60
Joe Vaughan

THE NEW
AIR FORCE.
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AIRTIME

FROM

Look for cute, cuddly
and popular

C�s�

on a wide range of

Airtoys at your local kite
Retailer. Flying has never
been so much fun.

Buy one for wind,

ano'lher for party favors or another
for indoor flights.
©

C�S�

MORGAN INC.

(0

AIRTIME

AIRTIME MFG INC.
2978 TEAGARDEN ST.
••

SAN LEANDRO, CA. 94577

Airtoys are an

Exclusive.

CALL TOLL FREE
(800) 227-2398
IN CALIFORNIA
(415) 895-8373
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Hugh and Marge Harrison' s "flags of
nations" climbs high. The flags represent
countries in which the Harrisons have
flown their kites.

National's
Three-Ring
Circus
by Leland Toy

For those of you who missed out
on this year's AKA Nationals,
they were a real three ring
circus, with me a s ringmas ter.
We had over 170 kites entered
into nine contests with 30
separate categories of j udging .
Since this was the most contests
we have attempted to conduct in
one day, some confusion was
encountered, but over all things
went somewhat according to plan .
Since I had volunteered to write
the rule s, it was I they chose
to throw to the lions. Actually
I was only chained to the
speakers platform that sat on
top of a pick-up truck pa rked in
the middle of the flying field.
From this lofty pe rch I directed
traffic on and off the " kite
arena . " I should thank Hugh and
Marge Harrison, Vancouver, B. C . ,
Canada, who also gave up thei r
day t o help with registration
and traffic control. It couldn ' t
have been done without their
help.

r

Since this convention is a once
a year a ffair and attracts some
of the best kitefliers in the
country it's only appropriate to
have well-qualified judges.
I
wanted to get as many experts
(and non-experts, but willing
volunteers) involved so that we
might s ta rt to think about how
to better define what we want
the nationals to accomplish a s
well a s how we " think" they
might be run.
My basic concept was to have 3-4
different judges for each event.
In this way judges were not tied
up all day and had the opportu
nity to participate in competi
tions as well. S ince I had no
idea who would be attending the
convention, judges were a s ked to
volunteer the day before a s well
as the day of the nationals. We
had about 20 judges.
I s ay
"about" because by the end o f
the day I h a d lost my master
list.

Hyperkites' Randy Tom is pulled along the AKA National's flying field.

The following folks deserve some
recognition for doing a mo st
difficult job:
Toby Schlick
(WI) , Rick Kinnaird (NJ) , Ken
Conrad (WA) , Tony Cyphert (CA) ,
Tom and Randy Joe (CA) , Bob
McCort (WA) , Fred Zimmer (OH) ,
Cyndy and Larry Moeller (MA),
Hank Manseau (MA), Chuck and
Dawn Norris (FL) , Bill Rutiser
(MO), Bob and Jewell Price (MO),
Nancy Szerlag (MI) , Dave and
Jean Ehnebuske (MN). (If I have
left anyone out, please notify
me as I am working on a
" follow-up" . of the nationals) .
I apologize if I got too
hysterical trying to get the
results that only time would
eventually yield. One advantage
of having this many judges was
that many of the competitions
could be run s imultaneously when
-9-

necessary.
and
ring number three.
.

. T1

now.
"

. in

I think that by spreading the
judging out, we were able to
make people aware of the
problems as well as the rewards
(?) of p articipating at this
level.
I hope that we can
eventually come up with a com
p rehens ive set of " competitions"
and "judging" p rocedures for
future events.
Results a re listed elsewhere in
this i s sue. The list may be
incomplete due to one of the
"bigger" mistakes I made in not
recording the winners before
handing out the ribbons.' Anyone
out there who should be on this
list, please notify us for the
reco rd. Thanks.

-

Battle of Sexes

Rokkaku Excitement
There ' s a new meaning to Rokkaku
kites in America .
Written
AKA ' s
Rokkaku
defined
ture in

on the flying fields of
Columbus Convention,
now may be broadly
as "an exciting adven
kiting . "

Last spring, a delegation of
Maryland kitefliers offered a
challenge to kitefliers every
where to construct a Rokkaku
kite and bring it to Columbus
for a fly-off. The challenge
was accepted by 23 teams and the
Columbus skies were filled with
a vas t a rray of these magnifi
cent s ix-s ided Japanese style
kites .
What's more, f rom the original
challenge grew several others
including a battle of the sexes
which may never be resolved.
honestly.
The first official AKA challenge
took place on Thursday, October
6. Twenty-three kites climbed
thei r way into the perfect sky
throughout the a fternoon with a
maximum of 18 in the air at any
one time .
There was the team of Pat
Gilgallon, Dom Jalbert and Harry
Osborne and the ir "Ninja".
Terry Nichols and Pam Alms flew

the tas teful "Chocolate Moose " ;
Fran Gramkowski and h i s son
Fri tz flew a red and white
basketweave des ign kite made by
Mel Govig. Govig flew his own
kite depicting the "Year of the
Boar" .
There was Carl Poehler
and "Ha rdware Hank" Manseau with
thei r red and white "Sakoe
Machi" (a district in Hama
matsu) .

Mulla rky and John Dusenberry to
fly a spectacular "Yellow Chry
santhemum" .
David Nichols
launched a giant white with
ra inbow design .
Elmer Wha rton had a dacron
special ; Al Hargus had a Tyvek
"Black Dragon" ; and British
Columbians Tom Kowalchuk, Grant
Madill and Joe David flew "Moon
Dance, " a Canadian wes t coast
Haida Indian des ign .
Scott
Spencer, Roger Moats and Ed
"Papa" Spencer saw their "Black
Hole" climb high .

Rokkaku challenge originators
Bevan and Margo Brown and Bruce
and Ca rolyn Kennington flew two •
beautiful Japanese design kites.
The first was Margo ' s lovely
Perhaps the most colorful and
"Mariko", the geisha .
The
cleve r team was that of Felix
other, "Shogi, the deamon
Ca rtagena and Wilson and Barbara
queller, " drew an unmistakable
Gartner who arrived in their
res emblance to AKA ' s Bill
matching "bear uniforms" to the
Tyrrell.
accompaniment of Japanese music .
The ir kite featured a "Samurai
What ' s more, the re was Pete
Warrior" logo on a blue back
Ianuzzi ' s "Plain White Delight"
ground . .
and Bill Rutiser ' s "Plain White,
Too . " John and Gloria Burkhardt
A Rokkaku challenge i s based on
flew a "grand butterfly" and
a boisterous competition in
C indy Moeller had a blue and
which teams frantically run
yellow shield mil de by Dave
around the flying field trying
Elliott. Elliott, of Bos ton,
to cut the line of the i r compe
flew his own red and yellow
titor ' s kites while trying
Rokkaku.
despe rately to avoid having
thei r own line cut.
And there were more! Lee Toy
flew a beautiful red kite . AKA
Scott Spencer ' s "Black Hole" was
prexy Jack Van Gilder teamed
the first kite to feel the
with Sea ttle board members Bob
effects of battle . While the
McCort, Doug Hagaman, Milly
-10-

first to lift off, Spencer's
black ripstop kite was soon
fluttering loosely in the sky
and drifting lineles sly on its
way toward the area ' s expres sway
some three blocks away. Mad
dogs Kowalchuk and the BCKA team
had cut it away.

•

"I didn ' t think it would ever
come down, " said the dejected
Spencer, who did manage to
res cue his kite .
Celebrated traveler, Lee Toy,
saw his kite cut down early,
too, but always resourceful, Toy

soon joined his friends on the
British Columbia team.
Kites were everywhere .
Some
were r�s �ng, some were falling
and some were only up because
their lines were tangled with
those of other kites.
According to Bevan Brown, in
Rokkaku festivals there need not
be p roclaimed winners--and there
was none.
The whole idea is
jus t to enjoy the camaraderie of
an exciting kiteflying event .

.t

However, not all kitefliers
grasped that philosophy a s the
next day another Rokkaku chal
lenge took place and this
contes t demanded a winner be
name d . The contestantS--the men
vs. the women.
Conceived by Eileen and Rick
Kinnaird, the idea had its
obvious connotation--an attempt
once again to resolve the
longest standing battle in the
his tory of mankind (whoops,
But,
the
"personkind"?).
challenge soon took on a more
purposeful meaning as the teams
put thei r names on the line to
s eek pledges in support of the
new Steve Edeiken Memorial Fund .

Before the battle. The Mama Sans (toP) and Rainbow Warriors (bottom) set up for
. team
hzstoTlc
photos. (Notice the well-organized women and helter skelter men.)

THE EDDY KITE
-SHO"'",

ACTUAL SIZE"-

HAND CRAFTED IN 14K GOL 0

BY RAYMOND

BRANDES

$ljS� TI E TACK .$28.2 p.p.
I E9 COLL[Gf DRIVE r EDISON,N.J. r 08817
EARRINGS
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(Continued from previous page)
Rick Kinnaird immediatety put
his team together and then he
first mistake.
rested--his
In his defense, the team did
look formidable. There wa s a
solid line of John Stubbings ,
Aaron Harris, Harry Osborne,
Corey Jensen and Roger Chewning .
There was the nasty nemesis ,
Bill Ochse, and the neat Frank
Alonso. Dan Prentice claimed he
was "not intimidated". Rounding
out the team were Grayson Lane,
Herbert Heaver, Jamie Braswell
and Jim Beckman who was
recruited from behind the bar at
the Stouffer ' s hotel.
Eileen Kinnaird, on the other
hand, took a little longer to
put her team together . She felt
planning and s trategy were the
keys to victory and that a good
team required proper sponsors, a
trained coach, talented fliers
and some "dirty tricks".
So while the beasts beat their
chests trying to scare the
beauties, Eileen went meticu
lously about crafting a team .
She lined up Brooks Leffler of
Kites Aweigh to sponsor the team
and provide team uniforms and
flying gloves. She signed Fran
She
Gramkowski to coach.
recruited Mary Ochse as as sis
tant manager and Mary quickly
enticed four experts fron the
Honda kiteflying team to provide
technical assistance.
So, while the men practiced
their moves sitting at the bar,
the women plotted.
The next day , the sun rose to
signal another perfect kite
flying day. It also meant a new
dawn ;for the "Mama Sans , " a team
().f women who wanted victory.
Team members readied themselves
by running , swimming and weight
lifting.
The men laughed--a
second mistake.
The real story began to unfold
that a fternoon. The men drank
beer; the women were no where to
be seen. Said one male team
member, "I don't think they even
have a team." A third mistake.
As AKA National competition took
place and Tom and Carol Shaner
rounded up pledges in support o f
the teams, a lOUd noise began to
swell in a far corner of the
flying field. Everyone turned

Eileen Kinnaird (left) and Cyndy Edeiken, using Fran Gramkowski's Rokkaku practice
'
the launch technique'for the "Mama Sans" team.

to see a gang of gung-ho women
marching onto the practice
field, carrying their Rokkaku
high and chanting , "Wa shoi , wa
shoi."
"Oh , /I@XX*fjfj ! " said Bill Ochse.
Then to add to his depres sion,
Ochse watched as Masao Kamimura,
I s amu Kawai, lomio Yamaguch and
Ken Kitanoya of Hamamatsu began
to teach the women the finer art
of Rokkaku flying. Kinnaird
decided he had better find a
kite for his team. It was noon
and the battle was to take place
at 1:00 p. m . He went to get the
kite--a fourth mistake .
Over on the practice field , the
women were ready. What a team
they were.
In addition to
Eileen and Mary , team members
included Cyndy Edeiken , Margo
Brown , Barbara Jerrell , Mary
Ames, Helene Sachs , Lisa
Manekin, Cheri McFadden , Judy
Neuger , Lynn 0 t Connor, Mary Ann
Letourneau and Nancy Szer lag .
They had a strategy , team
as signments and a back-up kite.
The clock s truck one and the
women marched on the field
prepared for battle .
The men
laughed--a'fifth mistake.
Soon the women had their kite
-12 -

high in the air, alone waiting
for the challenger. The men
dis covered that their kite
wasn ' t bridled, they didn't know
who was to do what and at 1:30
sharp a winner would be
declared.
�ventua lly signs of life--mor�
like panic--were seen on the
men's team . Bill Ochse ran into
Corey Jensen.
Rick Kinnaird
tied his finger in the lines.
John Stubbings fell over Aaron
Harris and Frank Alonso was seen
placing a bet on the women.
All seemed lo s t. The clock
its relentles s pace toward
deadline and a cheer began
swell , "The men cant t get
up!"

kept
the
to
it

Alas, the muscular boys were
ready, but too late . The j udges
ruled a win by dis qualification
for the women .
"Maybe next year , guys , " snubbed
Mrs. Kinnaird .
(NOTE:
No sooner was the AKA
NEWS editor back in the office
than Rick Kinnaird called
wanting to buy an ad proclaiming
the men t s team to be 111. Too
bad , Rick , our editorial policy
requires fairne s s and accuracy.
But Rick did is sue a challenge
to all for Nashville in 1984 . )

Building a
Rokkaku of
I
YourOwn

1-
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by Dan Kurahashi

The Rokkaku kite is one of the
old Japanese traditional kite
des igns. They a re made in three
regions, as far as I know, Edo
(Tokyo), Shirone, and Sanj o.
They are all alike, but the most
well known would be the one from
Shirone, s ince it was written
about in Tal Streeter's Art of
the Japanese Kite and, at one
time, held the Guinnes s book
record for "Largest Kite."
None of these traditional kites
is a true hexagon, but this i s a
very easy figure to make.
I
have been. flying this vers ion
for three or four years and have
used it in many BCKA workshops
as well.
I would suggest making the kite
3000 mm high (about 10 feet) a s
this is ve ry close t o the formal
size make in Shirone. These
instructions are to make tha t
s ize, however you can make any
s ize that you wish by us ing the
proportions in Figure 1. For the
first time builder, don ' t make
it any smaller than 1500 mm
(about 5') high as it is very
diffi cult to fly the smaller
ones.

MATERIALS
Tyvek type 14 (soft).---- 2 {3
1420 mm x 4800 mm
(2 )( 1.'732 ')
You can get two out o f
a piece 7200 mm long
2.
Glue the p ie ces together,
(Figure 2)
overlapping 15 mm to 20 mm
Bamboo pole, 25 mm to
Keel 3.
Calculate the load to
30
determine
the wind you will
mm
in diameter, 3000
need.
Weigh the face,
mm long
bamboo, and the lines and
divide by the area of the
Spars Two bamboo poles 12 mm
kite.
For example, my kite
to 15 mm in diameter,
weighs 1550 g and has an
2400 mm long.
a rea of 5.04 sq. meters.
1550 divided by 5.04 equals
Bridle - Non-stretch line such
307.5. Kites weighing 50
as
g/ sq. M are light wind
hemp o r jute.
kites and thos e weighing
500 g/s q. M a re very high
White glue
wind kites.
My kite at
307.5 g/sq M requires about
To find bamboo, try garden
10 mph wind or more.
stores, kite stores, disp lay

Face -

.

stor�s,

or

Oriental

INSTRUCTIONS
1.

Cut the Tyvek as in Figure
2.
2

i�

�1i
11

stores.

4.

Make marks on the Tyvek a s
i n Figure 3. This ensu�es
where to glue the spars,
put the bridles, and, most
(Continued on ne�t page)
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11.

Tie the bow lines to the
They should be
spars.
s lack and will be wound
around an end of the spars.
for the bow.
BRIDLING

See Figures 7 and 3, the
bridle legs are to be tied
to the spars at the circled
points in Figure 3.

2.

To figure out the bridle
point, concentrate on one

I.

-1I

-

I

- -� -

-,,"
I ,,

ADJUSTMENTS

1.
I

- .,...0-

AND

s ide at a time. The ad
justing point "A" will be
higher for larger kites and
lower for sma ller one s.
Bring the two legs together
about 150 mm down from the
oppos ite end of the top
spar. From this point liN',
find the mid point of the
bridle and make a loop,
point "B" . For this kite
the top leg will be about
3600 mm and the bottom leg
The knot at
about 4000 rom
point "B" should be adjust.

(Continued from previous page)
importantly) checks the
symmetry. The fold for the
framing l ine is 20 mm from
the edge.
5.

Deco rate the face inside o f
the 2 0 mm fold mark.

6.

Glue the spars to the back
of the kite along the fold
marks; don't glue the
center portion.

7.

Place the keel into place
between the spars and the
Tyvek. Don't glue it as it
is removable.

8.

Glue the
pieces as

9.

10.

100

U35 ��JI)ft>eC€

Tit;. Li/;llS

reinforcement
in Figure 5.

II

I

-

Notch the corners per
Figure 4 and glue the
framing line around the
kite. Start at the bottom
of the kite and go a round ,
keeping it fairly taut.
Wrap a round the spars
Leave a little
twice.
s lack at the top and about
200 rom extra at the ends.

�
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II
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Cut two non-:;tretch lines
about 2 to 3 times the
height of the kite and two
pieces 2700 rom long for bow
lines.

---
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c.
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NOTE:

Do not use stretchable
line because the wind
pres sure will change
each b ridle leg diffe
r�ntly and it will be
very hard to correct .
Even with non-stretch
line, I usually use it
as flying line first
to pre-stretch it
before use. This also
ensures that there
will be no twist back
on the b ridle.

NOTE:

All measurements are
in millimeters.

fb;�"f ·A".

h:g.rr

able s o you can change it
for various wind condi
tions.
Do again for the
other side.
3.

4.

5.

Tape the ends of the kee l
t o p revent sp litting, then
notch them, making sure
that they go in the same
direction . Then insert the
keel between the spars and
the Tyvek and catch the
frame line in the top
(smaller end).
Tie the
bottom end so that the kite
is taut . .
Wind the bow lines a round
one end of the spars s o
that i t i s about 300 IDOl
above the keel . Bow more
for high winds and less for
light winds .
Look down the kite from the
top to check for even
bowing of the spars.
If
not even, adjust by pushing
the spar with your hand.
If it still isn't right,
tie a line from the bowline
to the spar where it curves
too much.

6.

Now, tie your flying line
through both b ridle loops
and fly your kite. If you
need more lift, raise the
bridle point . If you need
more stability, lower it.

7.

If your Rokkaku always
turns to one side, you can
do one of three things to
correct it.
a.

Check that each bridle
leg matches the one on
the other side. If it
still turns, shorten
the
opposite top
b ridle.

b.

Push the kee l a little
to the opposite side
and tie it to the
spars.

�

lt

� t";

Correct the curve in
the bow as in step 5.

====
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Now - Order from our

CATALOG FOR KITE FLVERS
Prompt Shipments from Large Inventory
Box - Stunt - Delta - Parafoil - Oriental
and many others for FLYING and DECORATION

NO

Handling or Shipping Charges
(in Continental USA)

We accept

MC

VS

AMEX

Please write for Free Catalog
Mail Order Div. Dept. AK

CKITES
ON c.A
STRINg
GfNC.

3098-A

Fuller Street

•

Coconut Grove, Florida

(305) 447-9616

33133

Of course, you are always welcome to visit our shop in the Grove.
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Centipede Kite
Send Japan
F��e'2�ship Sign
One of the pleasant surprises at
the 1983 Hamamatsu Kite Festival
was the flight of a 100-meter
centipede from China by a group
of. Chinese students, brought to
Hamamatsu for the event by the
Japan-China Friendship Associa
tion.
A delegation of 40
Chinese, headed by Mr. Ding Min,
Counsellor of the Embassy of the
Peoples Republic in Tokyo, were
hosted by Japanese members of
the Association, including
Masaaki Modegi and several other
members of the Japan Kite
Association.
It was a great leap forward for
kiting to have the Chinese
government select the centipede
and other Chinese kites as the
symbols of friendship.
It was
also significant that the beau
tifully crafted kites used for
this event were made in Weifang.

for sale at the factory at very
reasonable prices, such as 120
RMB (about $60) for a 10-meter
centipede, 18 RMB for a beauti
ful silk pheasant, 10 RMB for a
silk butterfly, and 15 RMB for a
traditional swallow kite.
We first met the Weifang kite
people at a kitefly and seminar
at Ding Shan Lake near Shanghai
on May 8, 1983--a special event
arranged for our tour group by
the Shanghai and Shandong
Tourism organizations.
A group
of six kitemakers and kitefliers
from Weifang, plus several
officials of the Shanghai Arts
and Crafts Association and the
tourism organizations spent the
entire day with our group of 10,
flying Chinese and American
kites, and sharing technical
information and the philosophy
of kiteflying.

At the invitation of the
Shandong Tourism Corporation,
which is trying hard to attract
foreign visitors to this newly
opened area, in early September
of 1983, Dorothea and I spent a
week in China visiting Qindao (1
1/2 hours by air north of
Shanghai) and Weifang (4 1/2
hours by train inland fron
Qindao) to meet more of the kite
people, see the Weifang Arts and
Crafts Research Institute, and
inspect the facilities--which
turned out to be excellent. The
Weifang Guest House is only a
year old, has superb Chinese
food, and the town is particu
larly interesting because of the
absence of tourists. From what
we could determine, the only
other American group to have
visited Weifang since the
openillg
was a group of
bicyclists.
While in Shanghai in September,
we spent some time with a very
acco�plished young kitemaker,
Chang Jian-Hua, whom we had
first met at Ding Shan Lake in
May.
Chang and I taught a kite
class at the Shanghai Municipal
Children's Palace (to a group of
grade-school boys who normally
make model planes), making
plastic sled kites, and arranged
for Chang to do more classes
with other Western and Japanese
designs from Nishi's Create-a
Kite book.
Chang is also
working with the Shanghai Arts

Weifang is a small city (by
Chinese standards) of 400,000
midway between Qindao and Jinan
in Shandong Province, about
two-thirds of the way between
Shanghai and Tianjin. Weifang
has a long history of kite
making, mostly by highly skilled
amateurs, but has only recently
established a professional kite
factory under the auspices of
the Weifang Arts and Crafts
Research Institute, which is
affiliated with the Ministry of
Light Industry.
The Research
Institute occupies a new 4-story
building, one section of which
is devoted to kitemaking, and
has a large showroom displaying
some 47 styles of kites made in
the factory.
To date very few of the kites
from Weifang have been exported,
most having gone to museums and
for special expositions, such as
the Hamamatsu event. Kites are

Weifang Kite Master Shang, right, and his son display their centipede kite at Ding Shan
Lake kite festival, near Shanghai, on May 8, 1983. Both Shang and his son now make kites
at the Weifang Arts and Crafts Research Institute. They were part of a group brought to
Shanghai by Shandong Tourism Corporation to meet with our group of U.S. kitefliers.
-lb-

..

/'

Kites for
Kid Krowds
by Dave Checkley

Jack Van Gilder recently gave me
a copy of a new publication
titled "Kites for Krowds of
Kids" from the Western Australia
Kite Association--a 24-page
manual for school teachers and
others teaching kitemaking to
groups of children.
The book
was published by the CatapUlt
Press in Perth with the assis
tance of the Community Arts
Board Australia Council and the
Western Australia Arts Council.
Head for large Weifang centipede takes shape as paper and silk covering is glued onto
split bamboo frame.

and Crafts Association with the
objective of setting up a kite
making section similar to that
at Weifang.
My 1984 Kitefliers Tour will
include ten days in China,
including Shanghai, Weifang,
Tianjin, and Beijing, with a day
trip to fly kites from the Great
Wall of China--meeting with
Chinese kitefliers and kite
makers all along the way.
The
first ten days of the trip,
which will leave Seattle April
16, will be spent in Japan,
including a weekend excursion to
Laka Kawaguchi with members of
the Japan Kite Association for
their annual kite festival, with
kitefliers from all over Japan,
and the big Hamamatsu Kite
Festival, plus visits to kite
makers in Shizuoka Prefecture
near Hamamatsu a�d kitemakers in
the Tokyo area. For more infor
mation, write Dave Checkley, THE
KITE FACTORY, P. O. Box 9081,
Seattle, WA 98109.
As announced on the KITE EVENTS

page of the last issue of AKA
NEWS, the Weifang Kite Amateurs
Association and the Shandong
Provincial Travel and Tourism
Corporation are co-sponsoring
the first Weifang Kiteflying
Competition from April 1-10,
1984, on the Beilang River in
Weifang.
Early April is a
traditional kiteflying time in
China.
April 5 is a national
holiday, called "Clean Day,"
comparable to our Memorial Day.
As most people can't be away for
more than a. month, and as most
kite travelers to the Orient
don't want to miss the Japan
Kite Association event or the
Hamamatsu Kite Festival (on May
3, 4 and 5 for more than 400
years) , it's impossible for us
to go to Weifang at this parti
cular time.
If anyone wants to
go independently, contact Dave
'Checkley or Kim's Travel
Service,
Lloyd
B uilding,
Seattle, WA
98101, for
assistance in booking and
obtaining a visa for individual
travel.

The booklet is based on
experience in workshops con
ducted by Ed B axter with
children in Victoria through the
Blackburn Learning Exchange. It
deals with a wide variety of
subjects, such as organization
of work space, materials, tools,
how to fly kites, group events,
and, of course, a host· of plans
(11 altogether, ranging from a
simple sled to a French
Military) , winders, messengers,
and spinners, as well as sec
tions on kite history, foreign
kites, elementary aerodynamics
and a good bibliography.
Jack asked me to come up with
some ideas for funding and
producing a similar booklet for
AKA, which could be distributed
to teachers and group leaders by
AKA for a dollar or less. For a
minimum economical run of 3,000
copies, we could have the type
set, print, and bind for about
5 0C;: each if all the writing,
illustrations,
layout
and
editorial work was contributed
by AKA members. Jack Van Gilder
and other members of the
Washington Kitefliers Associ
ation have indicated a willing
ness to take on the project.
We would like to have your ideas
for content and format, together
with suggestions for a potential
national sponsor to underwrite
the production costs. Over the
long haul, the project could be
self-liquidating, but meanwhile
we need some seed money to get
things started.
Send your ideas to Dave
Checkley, 67 8 W. Prospect,
Seattle, WA, 98119.
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AKA
Safe Line
by Bob McCort

What do you do if your kite gets
caught in the power lines?
Before I answer that question,
let me tell you about what I
learned at the AKA Convention in
Columbus, OH.
Steve Pohling of the Columbus
and Southern Ohio Electric
Company gave a very illuminating
talk about kites and electri
city.
He had been working with
AKA president-elect Miller Makey
for several months testing
various kite materials and
lines.
For the test he used a neon
transformer which put out 15,000
volts (15kv) with a current
rating of 3 milliamps (3 ma) or
.003 amps. This is a very small
amount of current; most house
hold circuits are rated at 15 or
20 amps.
He started the demonstration
with four materials--braided
nylon line, alumnized mylar,
rip-stop nylon and some plain
old cotton "kite line". With
the materials dry (as most of us
use them most of the time) , we
could detect a slight spark and
reaction from the lines and the
rip-stop in the darkened room.
The mylar, on the other hand,
reacted with enough sparks and
noise to make sure that �hose in
the back didn't fall asleep.
This was due to the thin
metallic coating.
Mr. Pohling
said that of all the materials
he had tested, alumnized mylar
was, by far, the most conductive
and most dangerous.
To demonstrate the effects of
moisture, Pohling misted the
materials lightly to simulate a
sudden squall, quick dunk in the
lake or even laying your kite on
wet grass.
Wet, all the
materials showed greater conduc
tivity, but the difference in
the braided line was marked. It
seems that the braids, or
twists, form pockets that hold
moisture, which in turn provides
a good path for electricity.
What should you
gets caught a
"Leave it alone
power company,ft

"But" you say, "what if I have
rubber gloves and boots?
I
won't get hurt, will I?"

through the lines in residential
areas? In most parts of the
country, those lines carry
12,000 volts (12 kv). However,
some areas are as as high as 35
kv.
All of these systems carry
between 300 and 600 amps,
depending on load requirements.
That's enough current to do a
lot of damage.

Unless you are a lineman with
professional gear, don't bet on
it.
Most "rubber" gloves are
actually latex, a much poorer
insulator. Plus, what condition
are they in?
Power company
gloves are heavy virgin rubber,
rated to withstand 5 0,000 volts
and tested monthly.
The
slightest blemish will cause a
glove to be discarded immedi
ately.

So, what are we going to do if
our kite gets caught a power
line.
All of us know the
answer.
We've been reminding
e�ch other for years.
But
occasionally, . when it's that
very best, handmade, brand new
special kite, one of us is
tempted to ignore the warnings.
All together now, when your
kite gets caught in a power line
"Leave it alone and call the
power company!"

To demonstrate the importance of
this, Pohling used a hot dog to
simulate a finger.
(There were
no volunteers. ) He placed the
hot dog on a test probe and
covered it with a glove. After
running the transformer, he Look
the glove off and the hot dog
was fine.
He then placed one
pinhole in thQ glove, replaced
it on the hot dog and turned on
the juice.
This time we could
hear the electricity finding a
path.
When the glove was
removed, there was a burn hole
It
right through the.hot dog.
could have been a finger.
It
was a very impressive demon
stration, indeed.

Directory
Available
As a result of many requests for
AKA membership lists, we have
produced a limited supply of AKA
directories listing members in
alphabetical order by state. If
you would like to have a copy,
please send your check in the
amount of $5 . 00 to cover
printing, postage and handling
to AKA, 113 W. Franklin Street,
Baltimore, MD 21201.

Now for some facts and figures.
Pohling used 15 kv at 3 ma for
his demonstration; that is a
small amount of current.
However, it's still enough to
cause quite a jolt. At 5 to 7
ma, your muscles will contract,
making it impossible to let go
if you are holding a line. As
little as 10 ma can cause a
cardiac arrest.

�",� I,I��,'
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Since most of us fly in neigh
borhoods, how much power runs
HANDCRAFTED KITES BY

SCRAP FLAKE

SCOT T E. SPENCER
$25.00

17"dia., Rip-stop nlyon

190' DRAGON Rip-stop nlyon & Fiberglass,
collapsible head

(artwork extra)

STAR FACET (five sides) 3' core, 34" dia.,even
flies in light

winds

with

$225.00
min.

$40. 00

70-80

degree angle. Rip- stop nylon &
hollow fiberglass.

do if your kite
power line?
and call the
says Pohling.

(609) 786-2038

Applique & Custom work available

333 Garfield Ave., Palmyra,N.J. 08065
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Kite Trade Association Formed
This year i n conjunction with
the AKA Conventi on, members of
the kite trade--manufacture rs ,
importers and
wholesalers,
retai lers--met in Columbus for
the first annual meeting of the
Kite Trade Association-Inter
Formed as an out
national.
growth of AKA ' s Trade Committee,
KTA will meet the specific needs
of kite businesses such as
collecting data on the growth of
the kite industry ," maintaining a
directory of kite businesses,
and sharing information about
the kite trade.

KTA was chartered at the AKA
Convention in 1982 in Detroit.
Over the past year, KTA has
incorporate d and applied for
recognition of its tax exempt
status. In addition, it drafted
by laws which were approved this
year.
Elected to serve as offi cers
were : Bill Ochse, president, The
Kite Loft, Ocean City, MD j Ron
Hugo, vice president, Gone With
the Wind, Sussex, NJ j and John
Stubbings, Kite Kingdom, Kill
Devil Hills, NC.
Board members include : Rick
Bell, Hyperkites, San Diego, CA j
Tom Casselman, Airborne Kites,

Portsmouth, Rl j Dave Checkley,
The Kite Factory, Seattle, WA j
Tom Kowalchuk, Victoria Kite
Store, Victoria, B . C. , Canada;
Mike McFadden, Kitemakers of San
Francisco, San Francisco, CA j
and Judy Neuger, What ' s Up,
Chagrin Falls, OH. Alternates
are : Frank Alonso, Spectra Star
Kites, EnCino, CA j Dan Prentice,
Kite Spools, San
Shanti
Francisco, CA j and Andrea
Skwarek, Go Fly A Kite, East

by Charlie Sotich

,
..

Outgoing AKA president Jack Van
Gilder will represent AKA along
with Mike McFadden of Kitemakers
of San Francisco, a KTA boa.rd
member, in e stablishing the
criteria and procedure for
selecting Edeiken award winners.
It is hoped that the first
winner or winners of the award
will be announced at the AKA
Convention in Nashville, TN in
1984.

KTA i s committed to continued
support of AKA and its goals of
kite e ducation and will continue
to meet in conjunction with the
AKA Convention next year in
Nashville.
AKA salutes KTA on i ts formation
and looks forward to continued
cooperation be twee n the kite
hobbyist and the kite tradesman.

From the Chicagoland Skyliners
newsletter, a few tips for
staying warm while kite flying in
cold weathe r .

The body l oses heat faster
through the head that any other
Wear a hat
part of the body.
that will cover your ears and
keep the wind from cooling off
your skin.

Check out your kites and ki te
It
reels before you leave home.
is much easier to tie knots and
do other work in a warm house
than on a cold, open, windy
field.

An extra pair of socks, prefer
ably wool, will help keep your
feet comfortable. Even if there
i sn ' t any snow, put on a pair of
boots to ' slow down heat loss
from your fee t.

Dress warm from head to toe.

Keep moving around to keep your
blood circulating.

Edeiken Memoria l
Working in conjunction with the
Kite Trade Association-Int'1 . ,
AKA has announced the formation
of the Steve Edeiken Memorial
Fund. Named to honor the late
president of the Rainbow Kite
Company, an active AKA member,
who was killed in a freak kiting
accident in September, proceeds
from the fund will be used to
honor individual kitefliers who
epitomize the joy and love of
kiting.

Haddam, CT.

Tom Casselman of Airborne Kites,
a professional artist, will
free-standing,
a
design
scultural award which will be
passed from winner to winner. A
smaller replica of the award
will be given to winners as a
permanent reminder of this
honor.
I t is hoped that the Edeiken
award will become one of the
most prestigi ous in kiting and
that it will recognize those
who, like Steve Edeiken, con
tribute to the enjoyment of
kiting the world over.
Those wishing to contribute to
the fund may send a tax deduc
tible contribution to the Steve
Edeiken Memorial Fund, c/o AKA,
Franklin Street,
W.
113
Baltimore, MD 2 1201.
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Bring a thermos of HOT coffee,
chocolate or broth. A cup of
hot fluid will warm your hands
when you hold it and your
insides when you drink it.
Wear warm gloves that have an
e lastic wrist band so the cold
air won ' t get in so easily.

light line

Len Conover has located an
intere sting new line for
ultra-lightweight kites. Called
Maxima "Chameleon," it is made in
West Germany and i s available in
better sporting goods stores .
This one pound test monofilament
has a diameter of 0. 003 inches and
comes in a spool of 280 yards for
$4-5. 00. It i s called "Chameleon"
because its inbuilt chemical
reagents make the line change
color in water and daylight . The
rays of the light are absorbed,
not reflected.

I

the president's
corner

The natio na l convention was a
roaring success !
Over 300 in
attendance, over $7,200 raised
at the auction to carry AKA o ve�
the winter months, kiters from
Taiwan, Japan, Korea , Canada,
New Zealand, from Massachusetts
to Florida to California to
Washington to Minnesota and
everywhere in between.
S te ve Edeiken was there in
spirit .
Past president Red
Braswell presented a short
memorial service with three of
Steve's many friends speaking-
not enough be be maudlin but
enough to show Steve's brave
little widow, Cyndy (who was
there) , that we will never
forget him
In his memory, the
Kite S a fe ty Committee was
reactivated and the Steve
Edeiken Memorial Fund was
created (see story e lsewhere) .
Business a ccomplished included :
Acceptance o f two new clubs,
"Kites Over New England (1110)
and the "5 /20 Group" (fIl l ) .
Acceptance of the record of
E dmonds Community College Kite
Club for the world's largest
kite--115 , x 124' or 14,260 s q.
ft. , flying for 5 min. 27 sec.
at an altitude o ver 124'.
Revamping AKA NEWS by remo ving
size restrictions on advertise
ments, keeping allowable per
centage of advertising space to
one third o f total space a nd
removal o f restrictions on use
of colo r . Acceptance of bid
proposal o f Jerry Harris, June
Dorman a nd the Nashville, TN
Windance S o ciety to host the
1984 AKA Convention. Encourage
ment of membership in California
to come in out of the sunshire
long enough to get organized so
we can go there for a convention
in 1985 .,
Announcement of the
election of Miller S . Makey, Sr.
a s president o f AKA for 1984,
with new district representa
tive s :
District
1 - Carl
Poehler, District 2 - Jerry
Gorsuch,· District 3 - Mike
Carroll, District 4 - George
Fohs, District 5 - John Parker
and District 12 - Tony Cyphert
replacing Gloria Lugo.
More business included electio n
of Members-a t-La rge ( Mille r's

new working board) Bob Kloss ,
Gilford Millard, Warren Baile y ,
Mike Keating, Chet Snouffer ,
Margie Winna nt, and Betty Makey.
Adjustment of annual dues (after
much soul-searching) to $1 5. 00.
Ratifying of by-laws changes as
publishe d in the August AKA NEWS
( now we can have a conventio n in
Canada ) . Convention business
mee tings in the future will be
after dinner on Thursda y evening
and yet another request for a
membership roster.
Membership roste r :
I t has been
done ! Tom and Carol S ha ner, our
management office team, have one
hot off the press, sma ller that
the 5 0-page computer readout
previously
ava ilable
and
a rranged alphabetically by sta te
( see sto ry e lsewhere. )
Management team:
One thing I
have noticed about Tom and Carol
S haner in my two years of
working with them. They tend to
be modest. So modest that I'll
wage you have never seen a
picture of them.
So I too k
their pictures myself so they
would have no excuse and here
they are !

Aren't they a ha ndsome couple?
In addition to other duties,
they put out the AKA NEWS ,
including some writing and
photogra phing.
One
little
detail tha t was not included in
their resume was the fact tha t
Tom did most of his Army time as
And
a
photo
journalist.
spea king of photographs, the
last two issues of AKA NEWS have
used my " dignified business
photo".
It didn't look any
better
the
second time ,
flip-floppe d , and the re have
been numerous snide remarks so I
would like to go out in a blaze
of glory by using my favorite
photo (taken by Tom Shane r , by
coincidence ) .
-20-

Numbers game :
As of Nov. 11 ,
our membership was 1,232. This
is a gain of approxima tely 33%
each year for the past two
years. As o f October 31, we had
$10,259 cash ' in the bank plus
$504. 00 in the S teve Edeiken
Memorial Fund.
Our income to
Oct. 31 was $19 , 5 49 and expenses
$16,248.
This includes mo st ,
but not all, of the final
a ccounting from the conventio n
a nd its fund-raising auction.
Our financia l situa tion has
stabilized considerably from
Januar y 198 1, when I took
office, for which I am grateful
to many people, but many new
projects, educational and member
oriented, are in the future so
it's too soon to sit back and
relax.
Dave
More new clubs a-borning:
DeBolt of Winchester, IN , is
trying and Lee To y o f Oakland,
CA , is trying again to get
something started.
The BCKA in
British Co lumbia , Canada, is
considering affiliatio n also.
They phoned the other da y asking
what are the advantages of
They include :
a ffiliation.
Liability insurance , the oppor
tunity to tie - in to AKA's
$1 , 000,000
policy;
help,
information on incorpora tio n,
for instance; consulta tion, we
a sked clubs for input on
convention business; spe cial
a ttractions , the circulating of

the convention panoramic photo
and the Smiths onian kite
pos ters, plus s pecial recog
The
nition at the c onvention.
cost for al l of this is j us t 5 0�
per member annually wi.th a
minimum of ' three AKA memb e rs and
a maximum dues of $30. 00.
Attention affiliated c lubs :
Look over your c alendars and
send in your res ervations for
this year's panoramic pic ture .
Oscar Baile y has sent our copy
already and we ' re ready for it
to make it's yearly road show _
Send your requests t o our
office : 113 W. Franklin Street,
Send at
Baltimore, MD 21201.
least three time choices, firs t
come, firs t served. I n case of
a tie, the olde r c lub will be
Maryland is club Ifl
favored.
The picture
and 5 / 20 is Ifl 1 .
and pos ter dis play are wonderful
for an exhib ition or spe c ial
The cos t is your
c lub meeting.
pos tage to mail them bac k .

Goodbye : This has been a s atis 
fying and fun two years as your
pres ident. But take a good look
at the Board of Direc tors
listed. Those people s tuck with
it through thick and thin and
made progres s pos s ib le. A great
b ig THANK YOU to each of you-
and to Tom and Carol Shaner-- our
exe cutive director /editor/office
manage r.
Great things are in s tore for
you when Miller Makey takes
I am s ure
over, January 1st.
that he will do a better j ob
than I did. He has even visited
the AKA home office in
Baltimore , working on c oordi
nation. Wonderful!
Good Winds ,

4 1 0 32nd Avenue, So.
Nashville, TN 37212

6305 SW Cherryhill Drive
Beaverton , O R 97005

Newfield, NJ 08344
Leonard M. Conover, Pres.

Jerry Harris, Pres.

Steven E. Rose, Pres.

Jon Burkhardt, Exec. Sec.

(615) 298-25 1 0

(503) 285-9412

(301 ) 229-6052

(609) 697-2285

Chlcagoland Sky Liners
2528 W. Wilson Avenue

71 Nourse Street

Baltimore, MD 21 209

Kite. Over New England

Wash ington Kltefller. ASln.

Rainbow Kltefllers Society

Chicago, I L 60625

Westborough, MA 0 1 58 1

cIa Pacific Science Center

1 2045 Brown Street

LeRoy G . Hoover, Pres.

Larry Moeller, Pres.

200 2nd Avenue, N.

Fenton, MI 48430

(312) 478-3475

(617) 366-5923

Seattle, WA 98109

Carleton C rockett, Pres.

Tom Sisson, Pres.

(313) 629-7354

5/20 Kite Club

Central Ohio Kltefller.

(206) 725-361 5
As.oclation

P.O. Box 658

2557 Clark Drive

(313) 886-6009

Doug Hagaman
2206 1 08th Aven ue, NW
Bellevue, WA 98004
(206) 455-3 1 49

Third Vice Prnlclent

John W. Dusenberry
216 N.W. 62nd Street
Seattle, WA 98107
(206) 764-4279

Carl Kraftt

1 220 38th Avenue E.
Seattle , WA 98 1 1 2

(206)

323-1734

SUSTAINING

MEMBERS

Welca D (Red) B raswell
.

Wood Ellis
George T. Moran
H.J (H od ) Taylor

Wil l Yo len

REGION 1: New Engllnd
CT, NH, MA, ME. RI. VT
Kitty Corti
Route 1, Box 64
Oakland, ME 04963

( 6 1 4 ) 871-0727

Membership Application

___
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
___ _ __
_
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

DATE

_
_
_
_
_

REGION 2: New York Stat.
Dr. Fred Stevenson
301 East 73rd St., 60
New York, NY 10021
REGION 3: Penn-J•...,
,
...y. P.nnlylvlnlll
New J.
Frank Hoke
616 Countess Drive
Yardley, PA 19067

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

______

TELEPHON E (

)

STATE

____

ZIP

_
_
_
_

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

I ndicate category of membership desired:
S I N G L E MEMBERSH I P ,
(OR)
FAM I LY MEMBERSHIP,

$ 1 5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

$1 5.00

for first member,

$ 1 .00

_
_
_
_
_
_

$

----

$

_
_
_
_
_
_
_

$5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . $

_
_
_
_
_
_
_

for each

additional member in the same household.

($1 .00

x no.)

Names of other family members:

F o r U S A 1st class m a i l add

$4.00

For Canada or Mexico add

$4.00,

. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .

other foreign address

Mail this application with check or money order, payable to AKA, to:
American Kltefllers Assoclallon

1 1 3 W.

Kenneth L. Conrad
1518 1st Avenue, South
Seattle, WA 9810<4
(206) 623-7095
John W. Dusenberry
216 N.W. 62nd Strest
Seattle, WA 98107
(206) 784-4279
Robert D. McCort
6706 1 62nd Ptace, S. W.
Lynnwood, WA 98036
(206) 743-7081
Br<loks G. Leffler

419 Hamilton Avenue
Silver Springs, MD 20901
(301) 565-0445
Milly Mullarky
206 Northside Road
Bellevue, WA 98004
(206) 453-9698

BOARD OF
PAST PRESIDENTS
W.O. Red Braswell
10000 Lomond Drive
Manassas, VA 22110
(703) 361-2671
Bevan Brown
6636 Kirkley Avenue
McLean, VA 22101
(703) 893-3886
Robert Ingraham
315 No. Bayard Strest
Silver City, NM 88061
LI.11OR
Theodore L. (Ted) Manekin
8 Charles Plaza, *1807
Baltimore: MD 21201
(301) 332-1619

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Miller Makey, Pres.

*************************

CITY

Seconcl Vice P,..ldent

DIRECTORS-AT-LAIIGE
Carl Brewer
5549 33rd Avenue, N.E.
Seattle, WA 98105
(206) 526-1 149

G rove City, O H 43123

Dee Petkas, Pres.
(504) 395-49 1 9

A D D R ESS

Flnt Vice Preoldent
David M. Cheekley
678 West Prospeet Strest
Seattle, WA 961 1 9
(206) 264-5350

Nichola. Va n Sant

1921 Hunt Club Drive

Atchafataya Breeze Teaser.

NAME

Preoldent
J.ohn F. (Jack) Van Gilder
1925 Walnut S.W.
Seattle, WA 981 1 6
(206) 938-05 50

William E. Temple

Grosse Point Woods, M I 48236
Hank Szerlag, Pres.

Morgan City, LA 70380

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Tre.lurer

Kite SoCiety
P.O. Box 426

P.O. Box 1 0467

1983 O FFICERS AND

Recordtng Secr.tOW)'
Milly Multarky
206 Northside Road
Beltevue, WA 98004
(206) 453-9698

Associated Oregon Klters

SOciety. Inc.

I

Robert D. McCort
6706 162nd Place, S.w.
Lynnwood, WA 98036
(206) 743-7081

The Wlndance Society

Greater Delawara Valley

OffIcers
and Board

Corrftpondlng s.c....ry

Affiliated Clubs
The Maryland Kite

.�'fJ�

Franklin Street

Baltimore, Maryland

21201

TOTAL REMITTANCE

$

_
_
_
_
_
_

REGION 4: MId-An.nk
DC, DE. MD, VA. WV
Ted Manokin
8 Charles Plaza, Suite 1 807
Baltimore, MD 21201
REGION 5: IOUth
AL, FL, GA, LA. MS, NC. SC.
TN
John Parker
6109 Rosecrest Drive
Charlotte, NC 28210
REGION .: Northe..t Centraf
tN. KY. MI. OH
Judy Neuger
4500 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
REGION 7: Northwftt C.nlrel
IA. IL. MN. WI
Toby Schlick
R R 1 , Box 205
Fish Cresk, WI 54212

REGION .: Moun"ln
AZ. CO. ID. MT. ND, NE. NM.
NV. SD. UT, WY
Brian Volkman
The Kite Store
1415 Larimer Square
Denver, CO 80202
REGION 9:

Southwelt

AR, KS, MO, OK, TX

Michael G . Freeman
245 Arcadia
Wichita, KS 67212

REGION 10: Pacific NW
AK. HI. OR. WA
Dave Cheek ley
678 W. Prospeet Strest
Seattle, WA 98119
REGION 10: Pacific NW

AK. HI, OR. WA

Carl Krattt

1 220 38th Avenue E.

Seattle , WA 981 1 2

(206) 323-1734

REGION 11: N. Callfomlll
Monterey County North
Leland Toy
1883 Grand View Drive
Oakland CA 94618

REGION 12: S. C..tfornla
So!!th of Mont..... COUhty
Tony Cyphert
4621 North Avenue #1
San Diego, CA 921 1 6
(714) 297-2722

II.EGION 13: Int......lon..
Garry Wooocock
1055 Shawnmarr Road No 68
.
MississBuga, Ontario '
Canada, L5H 3V2
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Member Merchants

The following merchan t s have ag reed t o a l lo�1
High As A Kite
34 Pri ncess Street

1 0%

d i s count to AKA membe r s .

The Kite Store
1 4 1 5 Larimer Square
Denver, CO 80202

Royal Oak, M I

(303) 623-2353

(31 3) 398-5900

( 2 1 6 ) 247-4440

The Kite Site
3 1 01 M Street, N.w.
Wash i ngton, DC 20007
(202) 965-4230

Soar-n-Diplty
1 1 02 Fl ushing Road
Fl i nt, MI 48504
(31 3) 234-8320

Wind Play
232 S.w. Ankeny Street
Portland, OR 97204
232 s.w. A n k e n y Street

The Kite Shop
49 Rehoboth Avenue
Reh o both Beach , D E 1 997 1

Kite Kraft
245 S. Main
Franke n m uth, MI

Kites & Other Delights
28667 Spencer Creek Road
Eugene, OR 97405

(302) 227-1 6 1 6

(5 1 7) 781 -3029

(503) 344-5483

Toys Ahoy
28 Periwi nkle Place

Toys Ahoy
249 Culver Street

Kites & Other Delights
Fifth Street Market

San i bel Isla nd, FL 33957
(81 3) 472-4800

Saugatuck, MI 49453
(61 6) 857-2621

Eugene, OR 97401
(503) 344- K I T E

Kites on a String, Inc.
309SA Fu l le r Street
Coconut Grove, FL 331 33
(305) 447-96 1 6

Affairs of the Air
Crown Center
Kansas City, MO 64108
(81 6) 221 -35 1 1

The Kite Shop
P. O . Box 5 1 7
Rockaway, O R 97 1 36
(503) 355-8088

Harper's Bizarre
99 E. Pal metto Park Road
Boca Raton, FL 33432

Kitty Hawk Kites
Rt. 1 , Box 226

Klassy Kites
Ki ng of Prussia Plaza

K i l l Devil H i l l s , NC 27948

(305) 392-9297

(9 1 9) 441 -4629

K i n g of Prussia , PA
( 2 1 5 ) 337-2 1 99

Heavenly Body Kites
409 Greene Street
Key West, FL 33040
(305) 296-2535

High Fly Kite Co.
33 Evergreen Lane
Haddonfie l d , N J 08033
(609) 429-6260

The Rainbow Store
952 Ha m i l ton Mall
Allentown, PA 1 8 1 01
( 2 1 5 ) 770-1 080

Two Scooters
926 N . E. 1 9th Aven ue

Village Sporting Goods
H i storic Towne of Smithville

The Rainbow Store
Market Place

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304
(305) 462-7722

Smithv i l le, NJ 08201
(609) 652-1435

( 2 1 5 ) 865-2572

High Performance Kites
1 01 9 U n i versity Avenue
Honol u l u , HI 96826
(808) 732-K I T E

Gone With The Wind
Old Cobblestone V i l lage
Verno n , NJ 07462
(808) 942-8799

Kite Fantasy
2863 Kalakaua Avenue
Honol u l u , HI 968 1 5
(20 1 ) 827-8754

Go Fly A Kite, Inc.
153 East 53rd Street
New Yo rk, NY 1 0022
( 2 1 2 ) 308- 1 666

Santa Monica, CA 90405
(21 3) 399-8044

Stanton Hobby Shop, Inc.
4734 North M i l waukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630
( 6 1 7 ) 546-68 1 9

Outta Sight Kites
1 2-77 Country Vi llage
Ki n g ston, N Y 1 2401
(31 2) 283-6446

Victoria Kite Store
62-560 Johnson Street
B.C., Canada V8W 3C6
(604) 381 -5377

Hobbles, Games & Software
Westboro Shopping Center
Westboro, MA 01 581
(61 7) 366-2030

Go Fly A Kite
1 201 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 1 0028
(21 2) 472-2623

Kites Aweigh
6 Fleet Street

The Forecaster Wind & Weather
8 Front Street

Sausalito, CA 94965
(41 5) 332-8944
Carey's Kite Winder
7671 North Avenue
Lemon Grove, CA 92045
Kite & Gift, Inc.
333 Jefferson Street
San Francisco, CA 941 33
(41 5) 885-5785
Hyperkltes
1 82 1 Fifth Ave nue
San Diego, CA 921 01
(61 9) 231 -4977
Kite Dreams
7541 W. Wash i ngton Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 900 1 4
( 2 1 3 ) 6 1 4-891 1
Kltemakers of San Francisco
Pier 39, Space A-1 3
San Francisco, CA 94 1 33
(41 5) 641 - 1 226
Fighting Kite Co.
31 1 6 Arlotte Avenue
Long Beac h , CA 90808
( 2 1 3 ) 598-5306
Let's Fly A Kite Shop
1 3755 Fiji Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90291
(21 3) 822-2561
Seaport Kite Shop
867 W. Harbor Drive
San Diego, CA 921 0 1
(61 9) 232-2268
The Ultimate High
4 1 9 Shoreline Vi l l ag e Drive
Long Beac h , CA 90802
(21 3) 436-31 80
Colors of the Wind
2900 Ma i n Street

Touch the Sky, Inc.
836 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M4W 2 H 1
(41 6) 964-0434
Touch The Sky-Harbourside
207 Queens Quay West
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M5J 1 A7
(41 6) 362-5983

\

a

Skyscrapers' Kites
P.O. Box 1 1 1 49
Denver, CO 8021 1
(303) 433-951 8

Unique Place/World of Kites
525 S. Wash i ngton At S i xth
48067

48734

Annapol i s , MD 2 1 40 1
(30 1 ) 268-6065

Greenport, NY 1 1 944
(206) 353-5040

The Kite Loft
5 N. 2nd Street
Ocean C i ty, M D 2 1 842

Adirondack Windsports
P.O. Box· 372
Lake George, NY 1 2845

The Kite Kompany/What's Up
4500 Chagrin River Road
Chag ri n Fal l s , O H 44022

1 9406

Bethleh e m , PA 1 80 1 8

Airborne Kites
365 Ri verside Street
Portsmouth, RI 02871
Kllg's Kites
Myrtle Beach Pavi l i o n
Myrtle Bea c h , S C 29577
(803) 626-9250
Kllg's Kites
North K i n g s H i g h way
Myrtle Beac h , S C 29577
(803) 449-2856
The Kite Koop, Inc.
Landmark Plaza, N. Main Street
Chincoteague, VA 23336
(804) 336-5554
Krazy Kites
Vi rg i n i a Beach F i s h i n g Pier
Virg i n ia Beach , VA 23451
(804) 422-5483
Great Winds Kite Shop
402 Occidental Avenue, S.
Seattle, WA 981 04
(206) 624-6886
Breezee's Wind Shoppe
P.O. Box 631

The Kite Loft
Light Street Pavi l i o n
Balti more, M D 2 1 20 1

Muki lteo, WA 98275
Fish Creek Kite Company
Fish Creek, WI 542 1 2
(41 4 ) 868-3769

Windy's Kite Shop
37V2 Cottage Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
(207) 288-5337
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Kite Events
January 1 4- 1 5 , 1984. 3rd ANNUAL S INGAPORE KITE
FESTIVAL, S ingapore . Invitatio nal event with
kitefliers from al l over As i a and Europe,
co- spons o red by S ingapore Touri s t Promotion Board
and S ingapore Kite As s o c i ation. Di s counts on
accomodations and advi ce in making arrangement
avail able through Dave Checkley. CONTACT :
Shakib Gunn, c / o Hagley & Hoyle Pte. , LKN Bldg . ,
31 5 Cec i l Street, Singapore 01 06, or Dave
Checkley, THE KITE FACTORY, P. O. Box 9081,
Seattle, WA 981 09.
January 29, 1 984. MARYLAND KITE SOCIETY KITE
FLY, ANNUAL MEETING AND BUFFET SUPPER . Noon,
Inne r Harbor, Baltimore, MD . CONTACT : Ted
Manekin, ( 30 1 ) 332- 1 619.
February 5 , 1 984 . FREEZE EM IF YOU GO EM KITE
FLY, Wiggins Wate rfront Park, Camden, NJ . At the
end of M ickel Bl vd, ac ro s s from Penn ' s Landing .
Fly 1 2 : 00 noon - 4: 00 p. m . , Dinner 5 : 00 at S cott
Spence r ' s . R . S. V . P to S cott Spencer ( 609)
786- 2038.
February 1 2, 1 984. 3rd ANNUAL KITES AWEIGH OPEN
HOUSE, 6 Fleet S t reet, Annap o l i s , MD . Noo n 5 : 00 p. m . Alluring appetize rs , bountiful
beverages, c hewy c arbohydrate s, del ightful
dis counts, dazzling doo r p ri ze s . CONTACT :
Brooks Leffler, ( 301 ) 268- 6065 .

CAREY'S KITE
WINDER
CAREY I ,

Feb. 1 8-20, 1 984. RETREAT. Both MKS and
G*D*V*Ki<S are scheming. CONTACT : Caro l yn Staples
( 301 ) 377 - 5 08l .
March 1 0, 1984 . 1 7 th ANNUAL OAHU KITE FESTIVAL.
9 : 00 a. m. , Kahal a Field Recreation Center,
Honolulu, HI . Exhi bits , demons trat ions, and
world record attempt. Co- spons o red by Oahu Parks
& Rec reation, Hawaii Kitefliers As soc iation and
Kite Fantasy. CONTACT : Ben Es cobi do ( 808)
922- 5317 or Richard Loera ( 808) 7 32- 5 483 .
March 1 7 , 1 984. STONE MOUNTAIN ENDURANCE
CONTEST . Stone Mountain Georgia, near Atlant a .
Timed endurance contest hel d at the top of Stone
Mountai n . Current record 24 hours . CONTACT :
Endurance Contest, Stone Mountain Park, P . O. Box
778, Stone Mountain, GA 30086.
March 24, 1984. TENTH ANNIVERSARY LET ' S FLY A
KITE VENICE PIER KITE FESTIVAL.
1 2 : 00 noon on
the beach north o f the pier. CONTACT : Glori a
Lugo, (213) 822- 25 61 .
April 19, 1984. BROADMEADOW KITE DAY. Cape
Henlopen, DE. Quality trophie s , extra attrac
tions, barbeque for a gourmet . CONTACT : John
Dougherty, Box 21 1 , New Cas tle, DE 1 97 20.
April 21 , 1984. CHESAPEAKE BAY KITE DAY, Sandy
Point State Park, MD . CONTACT : Brooks Leffler
( 301 ) 268- 6065 .
April 28, 1 983 . MARYLAND KITE FESTIVAL . 1 0 : 00
a . m. - 5 : 00 p . m Fort McHenry, Baltimore, MD .
CONTACT : Jo n Burkhardt, 7 0 1 6 Buxton Terrace,
Bethesda, MD 2081 7 .
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deSigned f o r s m a
kites and l i g h t
w i nds. H o l d s 2 mi
o f test l i ne. Red,
wh ite, b l u e ,
yellow,
orange,
b l ack. $8.98
CAREY I I , SUPER STR ENGTH
desig n ed for Snowflakes,
Flow Form Parifoi lt�s, a n d
Deltas of comparable p u l l .
L i n e stretch w i l l not crush
w i n d er. Yel low. $ 1 0.98

Carey's Kite Winder
7671 North Ave.
lemon Grove, Ca. 92045
(619) 697·8557

• Plus $2.00 UPS
in
the U.S.A. (Airmailed
Overseas & Canada
for S3.60)

Can be used for. the following:
1. Fishing
2. Surgical line for glider planes
and mini blimps
3. Dual Control Kites
4. Water ski rope
5. Plumb line
6. Extension Cords
7. Other uses also

Si nga pore's Oldest Kiter Dies
by Shakib · Gunn

When Tan Siak Yam died on August
21, 1983, Singapore lost its
oldest kite cra ftsman and
keenes t flie r . He never stopped
building kites and flew them
four times a wee k .
A t 68 yea rs old , h i s fingers
were cramped by a rthritis , his
hands were calloused from
whittling bamboo , and his s ight
was failing .
But at 1,000
meters , quite an illega l height ,
he would s top looking up and let
out more line . He was a real
high flie r .
No kite field was complete
without him .
You s aw him in
baggy shorts , a batik shirt and
a floppy s traw hat shading his
s unburnt
face .
s crawny ,
Somewhere slowly padding behind
was his kite companion , a lady
appointed by his children to
look a fter him .
He was
frequently admitted to the
hospital , but he kept on .
The companion ' s job was to
launch and recover the kites ,
and to s:erve rice under a tree .
A person of considerable
cha racter and few words., she
always wo�e a baseball cap and
chomped on a small black
cheroot .
At the funeral wake , she said
she would never want to fly

again .
The next day many of
S iak Yam ' s kites were burned
together with a paper house and
paper money to accompany him .
By glancing at your kite Siak
Yam would tell you if it was
going to fly .
If he decreed
that it would not fly and it
did , he would stubbornly ignore
it or say , "That is not flying . "
When it came to his own , they
all flew perfectly , "airbound , "
as he said . "A kite that cannot
be airbound is not a kite ! II
Sometimes we were critical when
his unusual fan and umbrella
kites wobbled . He as sured us
they were only prototypes . Any
of ·Tan Siak Yam ' s kites that did
not perform well were cla s s ified
as prototypes . We loved him for
thi s .
I f you came to the field with a
new kite , Siak Yam would point a
challenging finger , " I can build
that ! I I Within a day or so , with
or without plans or photographs ,
he would have a bamboo and paper
replica flying .
He did this
with
catamarans ,
biplanes ,
tetra s ,
rollers ,
ren dako ,
anything .
He was
truly
versatile and had innate s kill .
His specialities were ornate
birds , butterflies , fruit and
fish , and the Malay wau bulan .
He claimed it took him only two
hours to make a kite .
Sometimes , a fter studying the

detailing , we believed him . But
they a l l flew . There has surely
neve r been a man anywhere who
made and flew s o many kites .
He told me that during the
Japanese occupation he stumbled
upon a Nissen hut crammed with
metal canisters . He s tole two
and showed me the contents 39
years later ; they were Gibson
Girls in perfect condition . He
talked about China , o f great
kites and great winds , of his
house there he would never see .
One month before his death , we
happed to talk about immor
tality .
Siak Yam said , "When
you a re dead , you are dea d ,
I cannot believe
finished . II
tha t ; every time I look up at a
kite or feel the wind rustling
the leaves of our tree , I sense
his spirit is close .

Ame r i c an Kite f l i e r s A s s o c ia tion
1 1 3 We s t Frankl in Street
B a l t imo re , MD 2 1 2 0 1
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