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What was your favorite activity during National Kite Month? 
Flying a kite? Leading or attending a workshop? Introduc-

ing a group to the fun of kites? Hanging a display in a local 
library, school or mall? Whatever you chose, what a way to 
spread the word and let those not yet addicted learn about 
the fun and science of kites. Each year the AKA and the Kite 
Trade Association join efforts to share with the world.  Even 
though National Kite Month is finished for 2012, let’s keep the 
momentum going to introduce even more people to our sport. 
Share your copy of Kiting with friends, point them to the AKA 
website, and put a kite in their hands. 
 It is a definite pleasure to report that after reviewing 
the financial statements at the close of seven months of our 
fiscal year, the AKA is well positioned to complete the year 
with a profit. This will allow us to continue to rebuild our cash 
reserves that provide a cushion through future lean years. If 
you recall, the budget presented during the annual business 
meeting in Wildwood forecast a very difficult year and the 
possibility of losing money. Thanks to membership retention, a 
continued attention to spending controls, and the hard work of 
many people, the dismal forecast has been proven incorrect.
 Thinking ahead to next year, have you considered running 
for president or regional director? The election will be for 
directors in Regions Eight through Thirteen. Regional directors 
are the voice of members on the board of directors. If you can 
e-mail, are excited about kites and kiters, and are willing to 
devote a few hours each week for the betterment of your as-
sociation, please consider accepting a nomination and running 
for a position. The president provides leadership for the asso-
ciation, and works with 
the board of directors 
to keep the association 
moving forward. Many 
of you are capable of 
taking on this challenge. 
Don’t automatically re-
ject the possibility, the 
AKA needs YOU to step 
forward.
 Elsewhere in this 
issue, you will find more 
information about the 
2012 Enid convention. 
Expect to see changes 
this year. First and fore-
most, the registration 
fee will be much less 
than in recent years. 
During the week, more 
room and more time to 
simply fly kites are be-
ing built into the overall 
plan. Your favorite 
activities are still in the 
schedule: workshops, 
challenges, competi-
tions, gatherings and 
time with friends.
  Although a mail-
in registration form is 
included in the issue, it 

would be much appreciated if you completed your registration 
online. The payment is processed by PayPal and is totally se-
cure. By registering online, you help insure that your informa-
tion is accurate, it speeds up the process, and minimizes the 
workload of our Executive Director and convention committee. 
Without a convention manager, others have taken on additional 
chores to be sure the work is done. Online registration will 
open in mid-June. Be ready with your member number, e-mail 
address, and credit card. Follow the prompts. If you can’t 
remember your member number, it can be e-mailed to you. 
 An important part of the convention and a major por-
tion of our income for the next year is the auction. This is a 
great time to sort your collection and pass a few items on. Of 
course, it is also the perfect time to add a very special kite to 
your bag. All donations are appreciated and important. Unique 
and hand-made items are bidder favorites. Whether you can 
attend or not, you can donate. The auction donation form is 
available on the website. It also has an address to ship your 
donation in advance. Together we can make it happen.
 Plan your vacation for the first week in October and head 
to Oklahoma! 
 OK, enough about the organization, it’s time to get back 
to what is really important, flying kites and being with family 
and friends. When you put them together, life is pretty much 
perfect. Time to fly!

Barbara Meyer
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Big Time 
Buggying 
by Nicolette O’Neill
photos by John Chilese
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Chris Shultz kicks up dust with a Montana VII 9m2 foil.

The fringe, the mirror ball, that helmet. . . 
nobody pimps a Blo-kart like José Sainz.

Cameraman Dodd Gross 
winds it up for the day.

A Rev prototype: sticks in a power kite.
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José Sainz in his Blo-kart 
drag races with a buggier.

This spring, kicking off the first week of National Kite Month, 
the North America Buggy Expo grew out of the dust of the 

Ivanpah dry lake-bed.  This event has been running in various 
forms since the early ’90’s and draws all types of wind junkies 
from across the globe. NABX has always been a proving ground 
for the experienced and the uninitiated, a place to set new 
world records or simply push one’s personal best. In short or-
der this 12-mile-long dry lake-bed becomes home for landsail-
ors, buggiers, landboarders, inline skaters, and all other forms 
of wind-powered sports. 
  The majority of participants are familiar faces and friends, 
a veritable family of aeolian gypsies, but every year there is 
a notable increase in new participants. While the additional 
friends sharing the playa hardly gave the feeling of being 
crowded, it was the absence of one comrade that touched 
everyone. Last fall, Charles “AJ” Jackson went missing off of 
Cape Hatteras while kiteboarding. AJ was a well-known mem-
ber of the power kite community, and a fixture of the playa; 
this years’ event was dedicated in his honor.
  In the weeks before NABX officially kicked off there was 
the somewhat unofficial NABX pre-event.  Several hardy, well-
weathered souls braved the epic winds and blistering sun to 
push the limits of their riding. One in particular accomplished 
an impressive feat. On March 6, Brian Holgate, a rider for 
Peter Lynn’s team, set the world’s new land speed record.  
Brian, who is perhaps best known for his freestyle antics and 
perpetual smile, beat the previous record of 82.89 mph set by 
Arjen Van der Tol. Using a newly fabricated Peter Lynn Speed 
Buggy, and a Peter Lynn Vapor 2.7m kite, Brian set the speed 
to beat at a solid 84.10 mph. In his official announcement to 

the world, Brian noted that the conditions for this speed run 
were not ideal. In fact, further attempts were cut short by a 
nearly catastrophic series of events, leaving kites in tatters 
and a few axle bolts sheared off. While Peter Lynn has always 
been on the forefront of buggy design, it seems that with the 
combination of this particular rider and the evolution in speed 
specific fabrication, a new record of 100 mph is close at hand.
  The actual event was a resounding success, with nearly 
200 registered participant, and an amazing support staff. This 
year, NABX shared the playa with the Blo-Kart World Cham-
pionships, an event which was estimated to have brought 
in nearly 100 competitors.  Although there was a significant 
increase in the number of people using the playa, it was hardly 
crowded.  The only effect felt by the NABX family: Buggytown, 

the central hub of the event, was situated a few miles farther 
down the lake-bed. This proved to be an asset for those brav-
ing the Out ‘n Back Challenge, an epic trek that pushes the 
rider for an endurance race against no one but themselves and 
the wind. While a direct route would only be 10-15 miles, the 
usual rider ticks off at least twice — if not 
three times — that distance. The chal-
lenge can take anywhere from an hour or 
two, to a whole day.  Safety precautions 
are put in place to ensure that all who 
seek to make the trek return safely. 
  Conditions ranged from huge to hardly 
a whisper. Thursday brought in winds 

around 40 mph with gusts easily above 50 mph. Large dust devils danced 
their way across the desert and ripped at the crew strung out along the 
shoreline. Some braved the weather while others sat back and tried to 
keep the sand and rocks from blowing into places it doesn’t belong. With 
the dawn of Friday morning came a weekend of smoother sailing and 
fresher breeze. One newer rider exclaimed, “I felt like I was going 50 or 
60 mph but was probably only doing 15,” a feeling that was echoed by 
many.
  A big thanks goes out from the collective heart of all participants to 
those that made the event possible. To the organizers and those working 

behind the 
scenes, we 
all know it 
takes a year 
of planning 
to make 
a week of 
playing 
happen, and we all love and thank you for it. A special thanks goes 
out to Dog and the kitchen crew for some of the best home-cooked-
on-the-playa dinners ever.  More thanks go to the sponsors for their 
generous support and the kite teams that came out and served 
dinner every night.  We all look forward to seeing the familiar faces 
next year and some fresh ones. NABX 2013 here we come!  k
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   Kite Party 10
Huntington Beach, CA
March 10 - 11, 2012

Ron Gibian’s new masterpiece

A new design from Wayne Brunjes.

Jon Trennepohl tests a prototype Skyburner.

Christoph Fokken 

assembles a 
cellular kite.

Kite Party overlord Dave Shenkman.

A quartet of extended rokkakus by Kevin Bayless.
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photos by 
John Chilese



8   Kiting | Summer 2012

T ioman Pointer 
Ceewan

Rainbow Fugu 
Willi Koch

Rainbow Arch 
13’ F lo-Tai l  Delta

From the mind 
of master kite 
designers to the 
end of your line. 
Rise above the 
ordinary; fly the 
extraordinary!

Tecmo 
Rieleit  Foi l  20

To see more Collection Kites 
visit our website

www.premierkites.com

This year the Fort Worden 
Kitemaker’s Conference 

celebrated its 30th anniversary.  
A wonderful slate of instructors 
was on hand to teach a variety 
of projects, including Holm 
Struck and his son Marvin from 
Germany, as well as Paul and 
Helene Morgan from the UK and 
Linda Larkey from Liberty, MO.
 Most of those who attend 
see this as a weekend to get 
away, see old friends, make new 
friends and come home with 
a new kite or project. But as 
kiters we try to never lose sight 
of the fact that kiting is about 
sharing, which is why I wanted 
to share this e-mail from a fam-
ily of non-kiters, not registered 
to participate in the confer-
ence, but who happened to 
show up to the Fort to see what 
we were doing:

“Hi! Can one of you tell Kara [Zubal] and I believe her husband’s name is 
Travis and the other lady there was named Barb [Wright]. Tell them thanks 
from Drew and Julie. We came to the conference not knowing it wasn’t 
an ‘open to the public’ event. When we stumbled in we said we saw you 
could make kites here. Barb and Kara let us know that it really was a con-
ference and that it was for adults. Well Kara saw the kiddos and offered 
so graciously to help them make kites with a kit she had won. We were 
blown away by her generosity. Our little girls had a blast helping them 
make the kites and better yet flying them in the big lawn at Fort Worden! 
Thank you all and just give a special thanks to Kara and Barb for making 
our day special!”

Sharing At The Fort 
by Cari King
photos by Rick White and Cari King
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Bob and Maura Alford’s 3-Do.

Instructor Sam King with 
Bob Alford and his Hexy.

Fred Marchand

Sam and Cari King

Dave Butler contemplates his artwork.

Cari King and her 3-D Box 
with instructor Holm Struck.

Kara Zubal shares her toys.

Rick White with his Zeddy and Tangram 
kites, flanked by Holm and Marvin Struck.

Instructor Rod Beamguard (kneeling, in black) 
and the students of his Bird On A Wire class.



Wildwood Buggy Bash
Wildwood , NJ

April 20 - 22, 2012
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On home snow, Norwegians Bjørn 
Kaupang, Remi Meum and Malin Rapp 

won the 2012 Red Bull Ragnarok, the 
ultimate snowkiting adventure. In the 
Men’s division, Kaupang and Meum domi-
nated the local snow-covered mountain 
plains.
 A total of 200 of the world’s best 
kite riders from 20 countries went head 
to head in the Norse battle that is April’s 
Red Bull Ragnarok. The conditions this 
year were much better than the previ-

ous years, with steady wind and plenty 
of snow. The wind was constant during 
the whole race, producing stable winds 
from the  east, 15-20 knots and overcast 
weather.
 As the conditions were great, the 
race was closer than ever. Last year 

there were 
30 minutes 
between first 
and second 
place, but 
this year the 
gap was only 
a minute. 
So it feels 
extra good to 
win, says Bjørn Kaupang, the three-time 
winner of the men’s ski class and fastest 

rider overall. 
     “The condi-
tions really 
did it for me,” 
says winner 
of the men’s 
snowboard 
class and cur-
rent Snowkite 
Freestyle World 
Champion Remi 
Meum.
     The female 
winner, Malin 
Rapp, was also 
content about 
the conditions. 
She had pre-
pared herself 

for tough weather like in the previous 
years. “I packed a big backpack with 
lots of supplies, including Snickers and a 
compass. But luckily I didn’t need it dur-
ing the race,” she says.
 The race is rapidly growing and this 
year the interest for the competition was 

Snowkiting’s 
Final Battle
from SurferToday. com

enormous, with 400 kiters on the waiting 
list. Among the 200 that did compete, 
there were kiters from all over the 
world, including Dutch kiteboarding star 
Ruben Lenten and Brazilian Reno Romeu.
 “It is a rush to see the 200 kites in 
the air at the starting line”, says Ruben. 
Reno, who has snowboarded only twice 
in his life tried snowkiting for the first 
time during the race.
 Red Bull Ragnarok is named after 
the last battle between the good and 
the evil gods in Norse mythology, where 
only the heroes of the battlefield would 
survive. It is an endurance-based com-
petition where the riders race on skis or 
snowboards, being pulled by a kite.
 The riders go through a 8.5 kilome-
ter course five times, and the first to 
cross the finish line after the fifth lap, 
wins. The competition imitates the myth 
of Ragnarok in the way that only a few 
snowkite heroes will survive all five laps.
But if they do, they might have kited 
about 70km in total with all the crossing 
back and forth. Pretty impressive then, 
that the winners finished the entire 
course in less than two hours.  k
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Selecting an ideal location for kiting can be 
a challenge, especially when planning to 

avoid sporting events and soccer practice. 
Cities and other organizations will routinely 
give a red carpet welcome to kite clubs, then 
we find out that their red carpet leads to a 
tiny park near houses and trees. Some munici-
palities will even schedule a soccer game and 
expect you to clear the field by 2pm. 
 Back in 2002, representatives of the City 
of Arvada’s Festivals Commission, and Colo-
rado’s Foothills Kite Club got together and 
started the Arvada Kite Festival. Vendors were 
invited to set up booths, and kids kite work-
shops were held at schools and other locations on dates prior to the festival.
 The first year it was unfortunately held in March, which resulted in a snowy day. 

Previously, the event has been scheduled 
in early April. This year, a snow storm was 
predicted, yet Dudley and Jody Weiland 
with the Arvada Festivals Commission 
have lived in Colorado long enough to 
know not to postpone the 10th annual 
Arvada Kite Festival. We all woke up to 
sunny skies as there was a break in the 
weather until late afternoon. When does 
a kite festival outgrow its location? With 
almost 10,000 people in attendance this 
has become the largest kite event in the 
Denver Metro area. We are discussing re-
locating the event to a larger park being 
built adjacent to Arvada’s Apex Recre-
ation Center. 
      Primarily a kids fly, the festival in-
cluded kids kite competitions, 40 vendor 

booths, live music by the Jefferson County Brass Band, and sky full of kites in a small 
park. The Mile Hi Kiters stayed in the southeast area of the field, doing some quad 
line practice, assisting newcomers and kids with their kites, Earlier when the wind 
was very light, Howard Bashant and Paul Glasspoole did no-wind and light-wind glider 
and SUL sport kite demos. After 2pm we played “lawn drag” with trainer-sized power 
kites, then quickly put the banners and canopies away when the winds exceeded 20 
mph as the storm finally arrived.  k

Mile High Fly
By Robin McCracken
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The WGUC Airwaves 
KiteFest took flight 

on the weekend of April 
14-15 at Voice of America 
Museum and Park in West 
Chester, OH. In its eighth 
year, this fun, free, 
family-friendly event, 
presented by the Otto 
M. Budig Family Founda-
tion, provided plenty of 
room for club and open 
kite flying, kite making 
for the kids, animals from 
the Cincinnati Zoo, the US 
Boomerang Team and much more. The highlight of the festival was, once again, 
amazing kite flying performances by Chicago Fire and 180GO, which took place all 
afternoon long.  
 The KiteFest brings huge crowds to the grounds of the historic Voice of Amer-
ica Museum and Park to watch and fly kites of all shapes, sizes and colors. This 
year, folks were greeted at the entrance to the park by a big kite display put to-
gether by members of Cincinnati’s PIGS Aloft Kite Club and visiting AKA members.  
The gecko, octopus and other large kites in the air brought squeals of delight as 
people drove or 
walked by the Big 
Kite area. The kit-
ers did a great job 
filling the skies even 
with the gusty winds 
that blew all day.  

 Though Saturday’s weather did not cooperate, Sunday’s more 
than made up for it. With people streaming in by foot and shuttle 
buses running at capacity all day long, thousands of families par-
ticipated. At peak times during the afternoon, traffic on Interstate 
75 was backed up at the West Chester exit ramps for more than 
a quarter of a mile in each direction! By the end of the day, kite 
flyers and volunteers had helped 543 of our youngest participants 
make their own kite, one of the highest one day totals in the 

event’s history!  k

O-HIGH-O!
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Karen Snider

Joseph Becker, John Farrell, 
and Paul Glasspoole



 
 

 KITE  
FESTIVAL

 
 

 KITE  
FESTIVAL

2012

CHERRY  
VALLEY 
ARTWORKS 

Friday, September 21
Kite Auction,  
Picnic-Bonfire

Saturday, September 22
ALL DAY OUTDOOR FLY 

PERFORMANCES BY  
THE REV RIDERS

EVENING INDOOR FLY

Flying, Food & Fun 
in the beautiful hills of  
Cherry Vallley, New York

Go to our website:
cvartworks.org 
to see what all the  
excitement is about !

www.cvartworks.org
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12th Cha Am Int’l Kite Fest
      Cha Am, Thailand
        March 9 - 11, 2012
         Photos by Patrizio Mariani

Patrizio Mariani befriends the locals.

Team Italy gathers in the pit area.
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MerChAnt MeMbers
ALASKA
Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Ave,  #156
Anchorage, AK  99501
888/291-4386
www.alaskites.com

ARKANSAS
Arkansas Air Museum
4290 S. School Avenue
Fayetteville, AR  72701
479/521-4947
www.arkairmuseum.org

KaleidoKites
1-C Spring Street
Eureka Springs, AR  72632
888/836-6251
kaleidokites@hotmail.com

CALIFORNIA
Candy & Kites
1415 Coast Highway
PO Box 8, 
Bodega Bay, CA  94923
707/875-3777
www.candyandkites.com

Farmer’s Kites
1108 Front Street
Morro Bay, CA  93442
805/772-0133
shaunfarmer@msn.com

Harbor Wind and Kite Company
1575 Spinnaker Drive #102
Ventura, CA  93001
805/654-0900
www.harborwindkite.com

Highline Kites Of Berkeley
6809 Del Monte Avenue
Richmond View, CA  94805
510/235-5483
www.HighLineKites.com

Into The Blue
11101 S.R. 1
Pt. Reyes Station, CA  94956
415/663-1147
www.into-theblue.com

The Kite Lounge
1075 Space Park Way #10
Mountain View, CA  94043
650/335-5436
www.thekitelounge.com

Kite Flite Of San Diego 
Seaport Village
San Diego, CA  92101
619/234-KITE
www.kiteflitesd.com

Must Like Mud
701 Aldo Avenue, Unit 43
Santa Clara, CA  95054  
408/914-8812
info@mustlikemud.com  

San Francisco Kite Company
Pier 41, Fisherman’s Wharf
San Francisco, CA  94133
415/291-8770
www.sfkites.com

Second Wind
1805 N. Highway 1
Bodega Bay, CA, 94923
707/875-WIND
www.secondwindfun.com

Sport Kites International
18340 Yorba Linda Blvd., Suite 107
Yorba Linda, CA 92886
714/970-2833
danrime@hotmail.com

Wind Wizard
771 Myrna Drive
Port Hueneme, CA  93041
805/271-4747
www.windwizard.com

Wind & Fun Kites
Burns Valley Mall
14824 Olympic Drive
Clearlake, CA 95422
707/994-KITE
www.windandfunkites.com

COLORADO
Into The Wind
1408 Pearl Street
Boulder, CO  80302
800/541-0314
www.intothewind.com

Rocky Mountain Ag
5668 E. Hwy 160
Monte Vista, CO  81144
719/852-3241
bug@amigo.net

Sky Scraper Kites
3198 N. Speer Blvd.
Denver, CO 80211
303/893-2933
jpa@earthnet.net

DELAWARE
Rehoboth Toy and Kite Company
1 Virginia Avenue
Rehoboth, DE  19971  
302/226-KITE  
www.rehobothkite.com

Rehoboth Toy and Kite Company
67 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth, DE  19971  
302/227-6996

FLORIDA
Kites Incorporated
611 Ponte Vedra Lakes Bl. #2001
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32082
904/268-7600
www.kitesinc.com

KiteStop.com Online Store
www.kitestop.com

Lighten Up Kites
348 S. Park Ave 
Winter Park, FL  32789 
407/644-3528
www.facebook.com/lightenupkites

Windworks Inc.
13009 Village Blvd
Madeira Beach, FL  33708
727/320-9463
www.floridawindworks.com

Zephyr Kites
www.zephyrkites.com

GEORGIA
HobbyTown USA
840 E.W. Barrett Pkwy NW #650
Kennesaw, GA  30144   
770/426-8800   
www.hobbytown.com/gaken

IDAHO
Sunrise Kites
460 Cleveland Street
Idaho Falls, ID  83401
208/524-5551
sunrisekites@cableone.net

ILLINOIS
Ade’s Kites
701 North Point Drive
Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096
847/731-6081  
www.adeskites.com
   
Air Play Sports
115 E. 3rd Street
Sterling, IL  61081
815/564-2787

Chicago Kite/Kite Harbor
5445 N. Harlem
Chicago, IL  60656
773/467-1428
www.chicagokite.com 

Windfall Farm
6370 US Hwy 20 West
Galena, IL  61036-6041
815/776-9075
www.velocity-sports.com

INDIANA
Imperial Kites
www.imperialkites.com

Play With The Wind
17933 Williamsburg Drive
Granger, IN  46530
574/315-6231
playwind@comcast.net

Windsongs 
Riverside Market
Michigan City, IN  46360
219/874-5864
kitesnflags@yahoo.com

IOWA
Midwest Kites
3566 Heatherton Drive
Davenport, IA  52804
563/823-8337
www.midwestkites.com

KANSAS
Kansas Kite Connection
1806 16th Street
Great Bend, KS  67530-4110
316/793-6164

Wind Heaven
10939 East Harry
Wichita, KS  67207
877/604-WIND
www.windheaven.com

MAINE
Cricket’s Corner
41 Shore Road
Ogunquit, ME  03907
207/646-2262
www.cricketscornertoys.com

MARYLAND
The Kite Loft
511 Boardwalk
Ocean City, MD  21842
410/289-7855
www.kiteloft.com

Nocturnal Sports
5016 Waterloo Road 
Ellicott City, MD   21043  
203/727-3396 
www.nocturnalsports.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Blue Hill Observatory
Top of Great Blue HIll 
     Observatory Road
Milton, MA  02186  
617/696-0562  
www.bluehill.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
Dyna Kite Corp
5628A Amboy Avenue
North Charleston, SC  29406
843/744-6410
larry@dynakite.com

Kites Fly’n Hi
The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
Charleston, SC  29401
843/577-3529

TENNESSEE
Flags and Kites
3846 Shores Road
Murfreesboro, TN  37128
615-896-7201
www.flagsandkites.com

TEXAS
B & S Kites
2812 Padre Blvd., Ste. B
South Padre Island, TX  78597
956/761-1248
www.bskites.com

Big Mike’s Kites
8851 CR 946
Celina, TX  75009
214/406-7852
www.bigmikeskites.com

Buck-N-Blue Outdoors
PO Box 2121
Alvin, TX  77512-2121
713/393-1100
www.jbrau.com/bnb-01.html

Family Fun Kites 
16430 FM 156 South 
Justin, TX  76247  
817/360-2720 
www.familyfunkites.com

G&Z International
11424 Chairman Drive
Dallas, TX  75243
214/342-1900
www.gzintlinc.com

New Tech Kites
7208 McNeil Drive, #207
Austin, TX 78729
512/250-0485
www.newtechkites.com

Windchasers Kites
1514 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX  78597
956/761-7028
www.kiteshop.com

UTAH
Breakin’ Wind
50 West Center
Cedar City, UT  84720
435/586-8851
www.breakinwindonline. 
    com

VIRGINIA
Hang-em High Fabrics
1420 Yale Avenue
Richmond, VA  23224
804/233-6155
www.citystar.com/
     hang-em-high

It’s A Breeze Specialties
8221 Little Florida Road
Mechanicsville, VA  23111
804/779-0183
www.itsabreez.com

Sea Side Kites
293 Nantasket Avenue
Hull, MA  02045
781/925-3277
www.SeaSideKites.com

MICHIGAN
Air-Fun Kites
167 S. Hancock Street
Pentwater, MI  49449
888/AIR-FUN1
www.air-fun.com

Kite Kraft
618 S. Main
Frankenmuth, MI  48734
989/652-3607
www.kitekraft.net

Kiteman Jack’s
Newman Street at The Pier
East Tawas, MI  48730
989/362-4615
kitemanjacks@aol.com

Kites & Fun Things
1049 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI  48170
734/454-3760
www.skyburner.com

Third Coast Kite and Hobby
2158 Scenic Highway
Frankfort, MI  49635
231/349-1905
www.thirdcoastkites.com

MISSOURI
Flying High With Charon
5633 Carlton Drive
St. Louis, MO  63049
636/677-3029
charon56@sbcglobal.net

NEBRASKA
Breeze Catchers
5428 S. 185th Street
Omaha, NE  68135
402/895-2331
www.breezecatchers.net

Picture Pretty Kites
6512 N. 44th St
Omaha, NE  68112  
402/333-0322  
www.pictureprettykites.com

NEVADA
A Wind of Change
3870 Russell Road
Las Vegas, NV  89118
702/736-1476
www.awindofchange.com

Windpower Sports
3111 S. Valley View #A-1116
Las Vegas, NV  89102
702/220-4340
www.windpowersports.com

NEW JERSEY
Air Circus
1114 Boardwalk
Ocean City, NJ  08226
609/399-9343

Cobra Kites
2608  Rt. 37E
Toms River, NJ  08753
732/270-2112
www.cobrakites.com

NEW MEXICO
WeCree8 Kites
2314 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, NM  88345
575/257-5575
www.ruidosokitefestival.com

NEW YORK
Kichi Kites
81 Old Town Road
Peru, NY  12972  
518/643-9881   
www.kichikites.com

The Unlimited Sky 
19 Cedar Drive
Miller Place, NY  11764  
631/871-2020      
www.theunlimitedsky.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Flying Smiles Kites
Corolla Town Center
Corolla, NC  27927
252/453-8442
www.flyingsmileskites.com

Home Toy Company
4818 Winford Road 
Greensboro, NC  27407 
336/420-2032
www.hometoysco.com 

Kites Unlimited - Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Station Shopping Center
PO Box 2278
Atlantic Beach, NC  28512
252/247-7011
www.kites-birdstuff.com

Kitty Hawk Kites
PO Box 1839
Nags Head, NC  27959
877-359-8447
www.kittyhawk.com

NORTH DAKOTA
Prairie Wind Kite Company
207 Cimarron Drive
Roseglen, ND  58775
701/743-4500

OHIO
Cleveland Costume
18489 Pearl Road
Strongsville, OH  44136
www.clevelandcostume.com

What’s Up
4500 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls, OH  44022
440/247-4222
judy@kitesonaroll.com

OKLAHOMA
Kites In The Sky
www.kitesinthesky.net

OREGON
Elmer’s Flag & Banner, Kites Too!
1332 NE Broadway
Portland, OR 97232
800/547-8795
www.kitestoo.com

Gomberg Kite Productions Int’l.
P.O. Box 113
Neotsu, OR  97364
541/996-3083
www.gombergkites.com

Inland Kites
499 Willamette Street
Grants Pass, OR  97526
541/476-8299
inland@budget.net

In The Breeze
PO Box 6417
Bend, OR  97708  
www.inthebreeze.com

kitelife.com
1236 N. Killingsworth Street, #3
Portland, OR  97217
503/890-0280
www.kitelife.com

Northwest Winds - Lincoln City
130 SE Hwy 101
Lincoln City, OR 97368
541/994-1004
www.NWWinds.biz

Northwest Winds - Seaside
19 Broadway
Seaside, OR 97138
541/994-1004
www.NWWinds.biz

Phantom Star Design
2818 SE 23rd Dr #C-3
Lincoln City, OR  97367
541/994-5812
www.phantomstarkites.com

Yachats Mercantile
130 N. Highway 101
Yachats, OR  97498
541/547-3060

PENNSYLVANIA
B and C Creations
215 Kerrick Road
Shillington, PA  19607
610/796-1830
www.bandccreations.com

Burlesque Kites
1670 Limeport Pike 
Coopersburg, PA  18036 
610/965-0867 
www.kitesonconsignment.com

Grandmaster Kites
216 W. Third Street, P. O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA  18631
570/759-3167
www.grandmasterkites.com

KitesRUs
1482 River Road
New Hope, PA 18938
866/548-WIND
www.kitesrus.com

Kite Studio
5555 Hamilton Blvd.
Wescosville, PA  18106
610/395-3560
www.kitebuilder.com

Rascal Kites
PO Box 1493
Lansdale, PA  19446  
215/527-4930       
www.rascalkites.com

Windstar Kites
203 Ridgeway Drive
Baden, PA 15005
724/869-4488
conengels@kitemail.com

RHODE ISLAND
Kitt Kites
478 Thames Street 
Naragansett, RI  02882
401/726-1626
www.kittkites.com

Narragansett Flags and Kites
909 Boston Neck Road
Narragansett, RI  02882
401/782-0318
www.riflags.com

Jackite, Inc.
2868 W. Landing Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
877/522-5483
www.jackite.com

Life’s A Breeze Kites
2125 Staples Mill Road
Richmond, VA  23230
804/405-4515
duty@mindspring.com

WASHINGTON
Above It All Kites
312 Pacific Avenue
Long Beach, WA  98631 
360/642-3541 
www.aboveitallkites.com     

Big Kid Kites
14236 142nd Avenue NE
Renton, WA  98059
206/713-2366
www.bigkidkites.com

Fincher’s Aire Force
2901-3 Perry Avenue
Bremerton, WA  98310
360/692-0149
topkite@hotmail.com

Gasworks Park Kite Shop
3420 Stone Way North
Seattle, WA  98103
206/633-4780
www.goodwindkites.com

Go-Bent Recumbent Bikes
1111 Walla Walla Avenue
Wenatchee, WA  98801   
509/667-7777   
www.gobentbikes.com

Goodwinds.com
2816 Old Hwy 99 S Road, Suite #4 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273  
360/588-4785   
www.goodwinds.com

Great Winds Kite Company
312 N. 83rd Street
Seattle, WA  98103
www.greatwinds.com

Hi-Flyers
55 Main Street
Pacific Beach, WA  98571
360/276-8377
hi-flyers@coastaccess.com

Ocean Shores Kites
172 W. Chance A La Mer
Ocean Shores, WA  98569
360/289-4103
oceanshoreskites@techline.com

The Kite Shoppe
866/ROK-KAKU
www.thekiteshoppe.com

Pizazz Kiteworks
PO Box 266
Coupeville, WA  98239
360/678-6266
www.pizazzkites.com

WISCONSIN
Aerial Stunt Kites®

121 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, WI  53147
262/249-0631
www.askites.com

Fish Creek Kite Company
3903 Highway 42
Fish Creek, WI  54212
920/868-3769
www.fishcreekkites.com

Gift of Wings
1500 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive
Milwaukee, WI  53202  
414/273-5483  
www.giftofwings.com

Gift of Wings
9955 W. Saint Martins Road
Franklin, WI  53132  
414/425-8002  
www.giftofwings.com

Unique Flying Objects
2022 Washington Street
Two Rivers, WI  54241
866/UFO-4FUN
www.uniqueflyingobjects.com

WYOMING
Have Kite Will Fly
2141 Essex
Casper, WY  82604
307/472-0753

AUSTRALIA
Kitepower Queensland
2/10 -22 Hornibrook Esplanade, 
Clontarf
Queensland Australia  4019
(+61) 7 3284 1186
www.kitepower.com.au/catalog/
index.html

Kitepower Australia 3
302 Grand Parade
Sans Souci
Sydney, NSW 2219
(+61) 2 9529 6894

Kitepower Australia
386 La Trobe Tce
Geelong VIC 3220
(+61) 3 5229 5899

OzFeathers
P. O. Box 758, 
Willunga, SA  5172
(+61) 8 8556 2681
www.ozfeathers.com.au

Merchants in BOLD sell Kiting! CANADA
Aerosport - NB
439 Vanier St. E
Dieppe, NB  E1A 6X3
506/854-4042

Alexander Graham Bell Museum 
559 Chebucto Street, PO Box 280
Baddeck, NS  B0E 1B0  
902/295-1643  
www.facebook.com/alexander-
grahambellmuseum

Boreal Kites/Gothic Design
45960 Sparta Line
Saint Thomas, ON N5P 3S8 
519/775-2527
eric@gothicdesign.ca

Great Canadian Kite Company
4517 Harvest Green
Taber, AB  T1G 1A1
877/382-3956 
www.canadiankitecompany.com

Le Gite Du Cerf Volant
935 Rte De La Seigneurie
Saint-Roch-des-Aulnaies
PQ  G0R 4E0
418/354-2182
www.legiteducerfvolant.ca

The Kite Guys
2420 Morris Crescent
Airdrie, AB  T4A 2B8
www.kiteguys.ca

JAPAN
AGAIN
Joyfull Tsurumai 1F
3-14-16 Chiyoda Naka Ku
Nagoya, Achi  460-0012
(+81) 52-339-3830
www.agagas.co.jp/again

NETHERLANDS
Bults.Biz_KAP.com
Broek 2a
Holthees 5824AC
(+31) 478-636707
www.KAPshop.com

SCOTLAND
Gentles Limited
11 Corbiehill Avenue
Edinburgh, EH4 5DT
(+44) 131-3365472
sales@gentles.ltd.uk

UNITED KINGDOM
Kiteworld UK
6 Cottage Grove
Clacton-on-Sea
Essex  CO16 8DQ
United Kingdom
www.kiteworld.co.uk
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 We have had a busy spring in Region 
One. The Connectikiters held their an-
nual kitemaking workshop. The project 
this year was a version of John Freeman’s 
Goin’ & Comin’ kite led by Gary Engvall. 

We will be seeing many of these kites 
flying at the club flies this summer.
 We had a great Kite Month in the 
region with events in NY, CT, VT, NH, ME 
and MA, with Massachusetts the leader 
with the most events listed on the AKA 
calendar. Thank you Archie Stewart and 
Don McCasland for listing their events 
on the AKA calendar, with Archie in the 
lead.
 Several of our Region One members 
traveled to Virginia for the Blue Ridge 
Kite Festival. We had a great time at a 
great festival with AKA members from 
Regions Three and Four.
 Region One had a good showing at 
the Maryland International Kite Exposi-
tion/Mid-Atlantic Sport Kite Competi-
tion. Karl Berg placed 1st in MMP and 3rd 
in MMB. Doug Coates placed 3rd in MIP 
and MMP. Jackie Maciel placed 2nd in 
OIOU and with Doug Coates placed 1st in 

EPB. Doug and Karl placed 1st in OPMP 
and 2nd in OPMB. Gary Engvall and Karl 
Berg flew Team Train. Dick Maciel spent 
his time flying kites he built. It was also 
good to see Ray Hilson add color to the 
sky. Scott Weider and the Rev Riders flew 
quad-line demonstrations at the festival.

 Hello everyone. There has been a 
lot going on in Region Two, and with the 
summer approaching more people will be 
getting out to fly. Here are some of the 
happenings in our area.
 Todd Little from Keystone Kiters says, 
“On April 21, the Markets at Shrewsbury 
held their annual Spring Fling. Blogger 
Drew was there and wrote an interest-
ing article. He is traveling the state for 

a year at the request of his readers and 
chose this event as one of his stops. Read 
about it at www.hereayear.com/go-fly-
a-kite. On August 10-12, Kevin Reynolds 
will present Ceewan’s Pointer kite in 
Camp Hill, PA, for the Keystone Kiters’ 
summer retreat. This workshop is good 
for kitebuilders of all skill levels. Cee-
wan’s Pointer kite has garnered lots of 
interest and awards at the AKA kitemak-
ing competition. Make reservations with 
Cinda Shannon (cindashannon@comcast.
net).”
 Andy Gelinas from Pocono Kite Sym-
phony / Lehigh Valley Kite Society notes, 
“We have scheduled kids kite builds and 
kite lectures at various schools in the 
area, here in the mountains.  Again we 
will be at Big Pocono Mountain Laurel 
Festival, decorating the grounds and 
flying kites atop the largest mountain in 
the area. Looking toward a good flying 
season.” 

 Andy Selzer sends this from South 
Jersey Kite Flyers: “What a great March 
meeting at the Gramkowskis’ home! 
Twenty SJKF members and other attend-
ees got a chance to acquire some great 
kites from the collection of the High Fly 
Kite Company’s remaining stock. How 
about a couple of Reza’s rokkakus? Peter 
Lynn power kites for $20? Ben Huggett 
scored a never-been-flown Ingraham 
delta. Rumor has it there may be an-
other sale in the fall.
 “SJKF has again purchased some 
seasonal beach badges for the shore at 
Brigantine, NJ, so look on your calendars 
for upcoming fun flys this summer.”
 See you on a field soon.

 Greetings Region Three. Since my 
last request for information we finished 
the warmest spring in memory and had 
a chilly April.  A half dozen members of 
Region Three travelled to Treasure Island 
for the January competition and brought 
back honors.  In March the Richmond 
club hosted a family fun event at their 
home field at Dorey Park with several 
thousand spectators. This year was a 
little smaller than last year’s 24,000 in 
attendance for the County’s 400th birth-
day.  Adrienne Balmer flew her new Edo 
kite creation made with some painted 
ripstop from John Pollock.  After a week-
end off it seems like kite season kicked 
in.  Air and Space Museum held the 
indoor fly with invited fliers and several 
displays including all the poster entries.  
Blossom Festival was the next weekend 
with countless thousands of people en-
joying a delightful day and the sounds of 
Kitebus Festivals providing information 
and music.  Good Friday is the floating 
date for the Great Delaware Kite Fes-
tival and this year saw the 44th edition.  
Although the turnout was a little low 
everyone reportedly had a great time.  
April 7 brought the Solomon’s Island Kite 
Day at the Calvert Marine Museum on 
Solomon’s Island, MD.  Also on the 7th was 
the 11th Annual Frederick County Kite 
Festival.  Organizer Mike Rose had some 
health issues but his family stepped in 
and took care of the business.  Weather 
was better this year with gentle breezes 
and sunshine but attendance was down.  
April 14 brought the Bel Air, MD, Kite 
Festival, and Evelyn Rossbach reports 
250 free kites were given to children of 
all ages, and approximately 1,000 at-
tended.  Allen Ault was the coordinator 
for the seventh year, Jeff King and other 
members of WOW supported the event.  
Jeff provided music and announcements 
throughout the day.  Large kites were 
flown by Joyce King and Dennis Haw-
ley.  Paul LaMasters kept his Revs going 
almost all day.  A new event had its first 
outing in Yorktown, VA, on the same 
Saturday.  Sunday brought the return of 

the Rockfish Valley Kite Flying Festival.  
This is a small event near the ski resort 
of Wintergreen, VA.  There were ap-
proximately 900 spectators with dem-
onstrations by Jackie and Dick Maciel, 
“Stoney” Stonestreet, Don and Serena 
Jacobs and Will Smoot.  The kids bol 
races were a hit and the sudden changes 
in wind direction produced some very 
amusing runs up, down and across the 
pathway.  Organizer Peter Agelasto says 
this is intended to be a family fun day, 
to make people aware of the Rockfish 
Valley Foundation, and the many outdoor 
opportunities in the area. 
 The third Saturday brought two 
events.  The Green Bank Science Cen-
ter gave away kids kites and invited 
everyone to come to West Virginia to 
fly.  Salem, VA, saw the return of the 
Blue Ridge Kite Festival, the 14th event, 
and a successful return after last year’s 
rain out.  The event is promoted by the 
Salem Chamber of Commerce (a member 
of AKA) and brought in kitefliers from 
WOW, RAF, Got Wind, Connectikiters, 
NYKE, WACKOS, and Atlantic Coast Kite 
Club.  Almost 10,000 spectators were in 
attendance and many are old hands at 
this kite business with displays to rival 
the regular demonstration fliers.  Adri-
enne and Mearl Balmer, Don, Serena and 
Devin Jacobs with guidance from Cliff 
Quinn went to a local school and taught 
kitemaking.  Saturday Terry Murray open 
his trailer and out popped a festival 
with kitefliers, music, banners, wonder-
ful informative announcing, constant 
demonstrations, single line kites, sport 
kites, art kites, and of course giant 
kites.  After several hours of fun a quick 
shower passed through and emptied the 
park leaving even more room for the 
demonstration crew and the few hearty 
spectators. 

  The weekend of April 28 brought 
two more events on opposite sides of 
the Region.  Max Barker and the New 
Era Kite Club put on another edition of 
the West Virginia Kite Festival in Wells-
burg.  On the eastern edge of the region 
was the 18th annual MIKE/MASKC event 
hosted by Jay Knerr and the Kite Loft 
staff.  Twenty-two competitors vied for 
sport kite awards, while up the beach 
the sky was filled with the big kites, 
handmade kites, learn-to-fly fields and 
the demonstrations by Rev Riders.  Many 
thanks to Jay for supporting kite flying.  
For the final weekend of National Kite 
Month, Christopher Stankus of Jackites 
put on the 8th Atlantic Coast Kite Fes-
tival with an opening reception at the 
Portsmouth Art and Cultural Center.  Mid- 
May brought Quetzal Kite Festival near 
Palmyra, VA.  June is the time for the 
competition in Richmond: Old Dominion 
Sport Kite Competition.  This has become 
one of the best attended events on the 
East Coast and hopefully 2012 will see 
the trend continue.
 As the summer progresses many of 
us slow down, but there are events and 
competitions continuing.  Check your 
AKA calendar, and local club calendars 
for exact dates and event details.  If 
you have an idea for an activity, or need 
help getting one going please contact 
me and I will point you to the resources 
available.  Don’t forget to renew your 
membership and if you have changed 
your mailing address, telephone, e-mail 
or other information make sure to let 
AKA know about it at updateAKA@aka.
kite.org. 

Sally Eckersley in the 
Connectikiters workshop.

Laura Berg

Dodd Gross 
buggies Wildwood.

Marc Conklin, 
Janis Worth, and 
Paul LaMasters
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 Hello Region Four! Another crazy 
Spring season with some record lows and 
unseasonable highs. Some wind, some 
rain, some at the same time.  We’re all 
kitefliers and have seen pretty much 
everything that Mother Nature can throw 
at us.
 As I write this National Kite Month 
is coming to a close, and within Region 
Four we had many events, including:  
High Note Kite Festival, Melbourne 
Beach, FL; Orange County Library Kid’s 
Kite Making Workshop, Orlando, FL; 
Kitty Hawk Kites 8th Annual Beach Kite 
Festival, Fort Walton Beach, FL; Fly 
Into Spring and Easter Eggstravaganza, 
Nags Head, NC; Kite Fest, Lexington, 
KY; Spring Fun Fly Festival, Corolla, NC; 
Primrose School and Daycare Annual 
Kid’s Kitemaking Workshop and Kite Fly, 
Orlando, FL; National Kite Month Fly On 
Treasure Island Beach, FL; Fly High for 
Hope, Enterprise, AL; Avalon Park Kite 
Day, Orlando, FL; 15th Annual Mighty Kite 
Flight, Hendersonville, NC; Loachapoka 
Elementary Kite Flight, Loachapoka, 
AL; Jetsetters of Avalon Park Beach Day 
and Kite Fly, Titusville, FL.  A total of 13 
events throughout the region.  
 Several in the region also travel just 
north of our border into Virginia to help 
support the Blue Ridge Kite Festival, 
now in its 14th year. Many thanks go out 
to the Salem and Roanoke Chamber of 
Commerce, RAF, Terry Murray, and Will 
Smoot, for supporting this event and 
inviting many from Region Four to attend 
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and enjoy.  This year the rain held off 
until later in the afternoon and allowed 
us to put on quite a show.  You know it’s 
going to be a good festival when three 
AKA Regional Directors and a Past Presi-
dent are in attendance!  Look forward to 
number 15.
 From Karen Mault on the North Caro-
lina Coast: “The club put on a display for 
the Earth Day Celebration at Fort Macon 
State Park on Saturday, April 14.  The 
kite club put up a small banner display 
and had several kites of all sizes in the 
air all day.  Many people came down to 
the beach from the fort to see and take 
photos of the kites.  A variety of stunt 
kites were also flown and appreciated by 
the viewers.
 “Sunday the 15th there was a Kite 
Fling at the Sands Villas Resort in Atlan-
tic Beach, NC.  The day was spent on the 
beach putting up a display of kites and 
inviting residents of the Sands Villas and 
interested beach-goers to join in.  Winds 
were too strong for some of the larger 
kites but there were still a large number 
of kites in the air.  It was a beautiful day 
on the beach and quite a few people 
joined in or stopped to talk and ask 
questions about the kites.  In addition to 
the Fling on Sunday, a small kite building 
workshop was held at the Sands Villas on 
Saturday.  The builders each made a Fled 
kite.  The winds were too strong to fly 
these kites on Sunday so we’re hoping to 
have a Fled mass ascension at the Caro-
lina Kite Festival in October.” 
 From Jay Nunes on the Florida West 
Coast: “Kiting Tampa Bay is growing very 
nicely and the support is an added bo-
nus. We host monthly flies and workshops 
in all areas of kiting. We had a great turn 
out for our Kites Of Hope Fly on March 
11, initiated by the Drachen Foundation, 
in remembrance of the tsunami that 
hit Japan. One of the highlights was an 
amazing large Circoflex  with the Japa-
nese flag  and 3-11 (date of the tsunami) 
made by Don Teeter. Gary Resnick and 
I brought kite trains we had purchased 
from Japan. Big thank you to Pat Beck-
man for making us such wonderful food! 
No kiting event would be complete with 
out her home-cooked meals! If you’re in 
the Tampa area look for us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/kitingtampabay) 
or send us an e-mail (Kiting@Tampabay.
rr.com) and come fly with us! See you on 
the beach!”
 Another club has started up in 
Florida called the Emerald Coast Kite 
Flyers Club made up of folks largely 
from the Pensacola and Ft. Walton Beach 
areas. Check them out on Facebook.  It’s 
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Kite Fling at the Sand Villas

Kites of Hope Fly

always good to see kiting continue to 
grow!
 Keep the wind at your back.

 Hello from Region Five. We had a 
great time at Airwaves held at the for-
mer Voice of America Park in Cincinnati, 
OH, on April 14-15.  We got rained out 
on Saturday, but had a blast on Sunday.  
The winds hit 27mph.  What do masters 
pairs fliers EOS do in 27mph wind?  Bridle 
a tarp, and don’t let go.  Airwaves is 
the first time we all get together each 
spring, so there are many reasons we 
look forward to it.  
 Next we had a wonderful time at the 
second Kite Komotion in Shipshewana, 
IN, on April 28. (I know I’m poaching 
in Region Six.)  This is a great one day, 
multicultural, community gathering. I 
learned that all kids know what “candy 
drop” means!  The rain passed over just 
before we started.  Despite being wet 
and chilly, we had a good turn out.  We 
always have a great time flying.  This is 
a great event that we hope continues to 
build momentum.  

 By the time you get this, I think the 
only events left this season will be Kites 
Over Branch County, the Frank Mots 
festival in Milwaukee (Region Six again!), 
and our National Convention in Enid, OK.
 KOBC is held in Coldwater, MI, every 

The parking lot at the multicultural Kite  Komotion in Shipshewana, IN.

Josh and Zach Gordon quad-
line a tarp at Airwaves.

year on the last weekend in July.  This 
year that makes it July 28-29,  possibly 
with an indoor fly on the evening of the 
27th.  My understanding is that Saturday 
will be a competition and Sunday will 
be ballet all day to entertain whoever 

shows up.
 The 34th Annual Frank Mots Interna-
tional Kite Festival to be held on Sep-
tember 8-9, in Veterans Park on Milwau-
kee’s Lakefront.

 Hello Region Six. This summer report 
covers a wide range of kite activities, all 
the way from January 15 through the end 
of April.  As you know, many of the win-
ter events had problems with not enough 
ice. That was not the case for the Green 
Bay Winterfest held on dry land on Janu-
ary 28.  Several Wisconsin Kitefliers en-
joyed brisk winds and a warm welcome. 
This was the ninth annual event with the 
kites becoming a part of the tradition 
about four years ago.
 The Color the Wind festival, hosted 
by Larry and Kay Day of Clear Lake, IA, 
was held on February 18; they had good 
ice, warm weather and sunny skies but, 
unfortunately, very little wind! And ev-
eryone knows you can’t fly kites without 
wind. All of our kitefliers worked hard to 
put on a good show for the crowds.  They 
constantly tested the wind and attempt-
ed to launch more kites. They drill holes 
in the ice and put up dozens of colorful 
banners and ground displays.  Fire and 
Ice and 180 GO! pulled out their ultra-
lights and kept their kites dancing in the 
air with their choreographed routines al-
most all day, much to the delight of the 
crowds that attended.  Next year they 
will be back for the 12th annual Color the 
Wind.... we’ll hope that the wind shows 
up, too!

 Upper Midwest Area Kitemaking 
Event (U-MAKE) will be expanding and 
changing locations for 2013. U-MAKE will 
hold classes at the Lorado Taft Campus 
near Oregon, IL, on March 1-3, 2013.  
Please check www.u-make.org for up-
dates.
 National Kite Month prompted many 
events to be scheduled. Here is one 
account I received from a dedicated 
volunteer, teacher and kite enthusiast 
about her experience:
 “Greetings from my kindergarten 
class. We started decorating the kites 
on Thursday, April 12th, worked on them 
again on the 13th and finished all of 
them on Monday the 16th. The children 
were so excited to find out just what 
they were doing and how it would work! 
They first did the stencil decorating with 
permanent markers, then they were very 
careful in folding up the sticky tabs and 
pressing them down very tightly, putting 
on the tails. I was going to demonstrate 
flying them, 
but Friday 
was too cold 
and windy, 
so we did a 
demo inside. 
I brought all 
of my kites 
to show 
them. Also, 
I sewed 20 
kite bags, 
red nylon 
fabric, with 
a pull string, 
and instruc-
tions to 
always keep 
their kite in 
its bag for 

safekeeping. We also included info on 
the kite, where not to fly it, and how to 
be considerate of others. I know they 
will enjoy them. Thank you so much for 
providing them; you saved me a lot of 
hours!  Happy flying, Maxine Williams.”
 Other events included library work-
shops at Glendale Library in Indianapolis, 
the East 38th St. Library workshop in 
Indianapolis, and the Pike Library work-
shop, coordinated by Angie Chau.
 In Wisconsin, Mark Ledvina coordi-
nated a kite display at the New Berlin 
Public Library in New Berlin, and LeAnn 
Lauer did a Boy Scout Kite workshop in 
Kaukanuna.
 I know there were many more events 
that I did not receive reports about, but 
thank you all for promoting kiting in your 
area.
 The pleasant flying season for the 
Midwest is just beginning and we hope 
to see everyone on the field soon.  Keep 
looking up and hold on tight! 

Mark Ledvina’s National Kite Month library display in New Berlin, WI.
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Region 7 ~ Great Plains
CO-KS-MO-ND-NE-SD-UT-WY

 Spring brought a steady attendance 
of kiters at the three monthly club flies 
of the Mile Hi Kite Club. The wide vari-
ety of kites our group has been bringing 
to the field cover most wind conditions 
from zero to 25mph. Only problem is 
that change can happen in a matter of 
seconds.  The unpredictability is what 
makes flying together the most fun! I 
think we are getting this down to a sci-
ence now. 

 I really appreciate all the efforts 
fellow kite buddies have made to con-
tinue promoting the club flies and festi-
vals as I have been moving and getting a 
transfer at work all at once and during 
our busiest season.
 “Things are really shaping up in 
Utah this year,” reports Todd Copeland. 
“We have built up several annual events 
and a few more are starting this year. 
International Days in South Jordan has 
asked the Utah Kite Fliers to fly at their 
event on August 18. We are also looking 
forward to a new event in Laramie, WY, 
this year. The Utah Kite Flier’s member-
ship has been growing and we continue 
to have local fun flies each month. We 
maintain a presence on Google+ (as well 
as our own website) and lately we’ve 
been in contact with several people 
that have found us this way. If you’d 
like to see what we have been up to or 
check out our photos, please feel free 

to find us on 
Google+ or use 
this QR code 
to scan with a 
smartphone.”

 Kite festivals have been happening 
almost every weekend since the first 
week of February, with some festivals 
overlapping each other. It’s physically 
and financially impossible for me to at-

tend each and every festival, so I 
rely on kitefliers like you to submit 
event reports and photos. If you 
don’t read about your festival in 
my reports, and I wasn’t able to 
attend your event, it’s up to you 
to send me info. Thanks to Richard 
Dermer for contributing to this 
report.
    South Padre Island Kite Fes-
tival, in February, was a great 
Friday night and Saturday event; 
Sunday was completely washed out 
by rain. Sponsored by B&S Kites, 
this annual affair kicked off with a 
sold-out indoor fly in the fabulous 
SPI convention center. Fliers from 
both coasts and Canada put on a 
great exhibition for a rapt crowd 
of appreciative spectators. The 
format was the same on Saturday: 
a small number of AKA members 
had wonderful weather to perform 
for over 5,000 onlookers! The vast 
majority of these were retired el-
derly “snowbirds”. The spectators lined 
up rows of chairs all around the borders 
of the kite demo arena, the rows were 
15 to 20 rows deep! The festival is set 
on a location, known at the Flats and is 
an excellent location for kite flying of 
all types Large Peter Lynn inflatables, 
bols, and spinsocks filled the sky, while 
the various sport kite teams entertained 
the thousands of spectators. Chris 
Shultz of HQ Kites wowed the crowd 
with his kite buggy demos. Chris also 
hooked a second buggy to his rear axle 
gave people tandem buggy rides.

    Austin’s 84th annual Zilker Park Kite 
Contest, the nation’s oldest kite fes-
tival, had another beautiful day and a 
huge crowd. If South Padre is a “profes-
sional” festival with a small number of 
show kites and talented fliers entertain-
ing the masses, then Zilker is the “peo-
ple’s festival”. An estimated 25,000 to 
30,000 packed the park, most of them 
bussed in from remote parking lots by a 
huge fleet of shuttle busses, Kites, kids, 
family picnics, kites, dogs, frisbees, 
string everywhere, dozens of volunteers 
churning out sled kites for hundreds of 
kids each hour, more kites, bicycles and 

baby carriages, tangled kites and 
kites in trees, masses of people, 
more kites every hour, the sky 
getting fuller and fuller. One fly-
ing field for the official home-
made kite flying and judging, 
constantly being encroached on 
by fliers trying to find some little 
bit of open sky. This festival 
may have the highest number of 
kites per acre of any fest in the 
USA.  Longtime (and very early) 
AKA member Richard Robertson 
competed at Zilker for the 50th 
consecutive year. He not only 
won the oldest flier award at age 
84, his great-granddaughter Penelope 
Campbell won the youngest kite flier 
contest at age two. This festival was 
in jeopardy after losing the long-time 
sponsorship of the Exchange Club. AKA 
members Dorsey and Bunny Twidwell 
have been the directors of the contest 
for 14 years, and managed to pull it off 
again in spectacular fashion when the 
city of Austin jumped in at the eleventh 
hour to save the festival. It takes a ton 
of volunteers and loads of resources to 
put on an event of this size, and the 
Twidwells do a wonderful job. New Tech 
Kites sets up a large outdoor kite store 
and sells thousands of kites to festival 
attendees. Kite contests for the best 
handcrafted kites are the main focus 
of this festival each year, and there’s 
a never- ending show of different and 
unusual creations.
    In sharp contrast to the huge 
crowds at the Texas festivals, the 25th 
Annual Family Kite Day near Spiro, OK, 
drew exactly 327 people by turnstile 
counter.. Held on the spacious meadow 
at the Spiro Mounds State Archeologi-
cal Park near the Oklahoma/Arkansas 
border, the event brings mostly local 
families out to the museum and to learn 
a little pre-history and enjoy a nice 
park.   
     Eureka Springs, AR, had glori-
ous weather! They’ve had some lousy 
weather in recent years, but got lucky 
this year. The festival is held the last 
weekend of March each year. This 
year’s festival took place on a grassy 
mountainous ridge leading to Turpen-
tine Creek Wildlife Refuge, a sanctuary 
housing over 100 lions, tigers, and bears 
(oh my!). Steve and Linda Rogers of 
Kaleidokites hosted fliers from several 
states, and drew a crowd of over 600. 
No formal festival schedule or kite 
competitions, just a relaxing free fly to 
benefit the refuge, which has reported 
earlier festivals to be their biggest day 

of the year for paid admissions. A raffle 
for a large tiger rokkaku kite, as well as 
the Dermers’ sled making table which 
turned out 75 kites, also benefited the 
refuge. How lucky can we get? Four 
road trips to festivals, four with great 
weather, sun, and wind! 
     The Cloud Buster Kite Festival was 
held at Mitchell RV Resort the 2nd week-
end of April. The festival is organized 
by Kevin Magrath and Doris Reed, and 
is held way out in the middle of the 
country in north central Texas. Friday 
night, RV Resort guests and kitefliers, 
were treated to a show by an Elvis 
impersonator from Dallas. Saturday the 
weather was sunny, with a lot of RV 
guests watching the activities. Myself 
and fellow TKO teammate John Clonts 
performed exhibitions all day. Other 
kiters present and trying to fly in the 
strong winds, were Kyle Wilson, Dallas 
and Donna Oliver, Henry Kitchens, David 
Goad, Stef Gaines and her Family Fun 
Kites crew. This was the sixth year of 
this festival, that I helped create seven 
years ago, by making a phone call to 
the resort owners, and suggesting that 
they add a kite festival to their enter-
tainment activities. They agreed and 
have been hosting the festival every 
since! Thanks guys!
  A Texas Tech University student 
reports: “Hundreds of deltas, dragons, 
stunt kites, giant foil kites, and an 
assortment of other designs crafted 
into plastic or nylon kites took to the 
West Lubbock sky Saturday during the 
third-annual Fly and Fling in Lubbock, 
TX. Troy Gunn, John Clonts and Jerry 
Hershey kept the crowd’s eyes to the 
sky as their matching black, white and 
red (Texas Tech colors) kites whizzed 
around each other in a display of aerial 
acrobatics. Aimee Ruel, a Lubbock 
Parks and Recreation supervisor and 
organizer of the event, said crowds 
seemed awestruck by the kite-tricks of 
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TKO and other experienced 
flyers.  ‘I think it’s a great 
family event where you can 
watch kites, fly a kite, buy 
a kite and have a treat,’ she 
said.  Walt Mitchell helped 
keep the McAlister Park sky 
cluttered with multi-colored 
kites, selling a supply of 
hundreds ranging from a 42” 
green TerrorSaurus model 
to the 11’ delta.  He said 
the appeal of flying kites 
seemed simple. ‘For me, it’s 
just the idea of playing with 
the wind, seeing what you 

can get up,’ he said. Walt flew two very 
large inflatable foils, with two 175’ long 
tube tails attached to each kite. The 
kites were seen miles away! This festi-
val gets bigger and better each year.”
   With many more kite festivals on 
the schedule for Region Eight this year, 
don’t miss out on the fun! Go to my Re-
gion Eight Kite events calendar to view 
the complete list, at http://TKOGunn1.
Tripod.com/kitecalender.htm. 
   Don’t miss out on your opportunity 
to attend an AKA Convention in our 
Region, as the AKA Convention doesn’t 
happen hear very often! I hope AKA Re-
gion Eight and Region Seven kite flyers 
show up in force and show the rest of 
the AKA that kite flying in Region Eight 
is still going strong! Enid is not a typical 
town of 50,000. It’s the home of Vance 
Air Force Base, and because the town 
wants to keep the airmen happy, Enid 
has more restaurants and things to do 
than most towns of its size! 
    If you’re a sport kite competitor 
interested in qualifying to compete at 
this year’s Grand Nationals, you have 
only two Central Sport Kite Conference 
events to try and qualify at. One is the 
Twisted Lines Kite Festival in Topeka the 
first weekend of June. And the other is 
the Libertyfest Kite Festival in Edmond, 
OK, the last weekend in June. Liberty-
fest has not hosted a sport kite compe-
tition in about a decade. So, sharpen up 
your flying skills and give it a try!  
 Good winds to y’all!
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Fifty-one years of Zilker Park kiting experience: 
Penelope Campbell and Richard Robertson.

A Red Raider takes 
to the Lubbock sky.

A tiger benefitted Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge.

John Pollock at Kites In The 
Park in Fort Collins, CO.
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Derek and Brett 
Sutherland at Baton 
Rouge’s Kite Fest 
Louisiane.
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Region 13 ~ International  

 It’s summertime! That means it’s 
time to get out and enjoy our great 
events and give a helping hand to others 
just starting to learn about kiting. See a 
newbie on the beach?  Remember it was 
once you and someone gave you a help-
ing hand, and pass that along.  Amazing 
things happen when we share what we 
love. And then, be sure to invite them to 
one of the great events we have happen-
ing in Region Nine!

 Through most of June, the Chess-
man Gallery at the Lincoln City Cultural 
Center features the work of Ron Gibian. 
Be sure to stop in and take a look at the 
incredible art and technique.  Ron has 
won awards worldwide for his artistry.  
He works very closely with his wife 
Sandra to create delightful and thought 
provoking kites.  
 Ron will be joining the Lincoln City 
Summer Festival on June 23-24. This 
year the theme is “Stars and Stripes” 
and it is sure to bring out the patriot in 
you.  The Summer Kite Festival is a West 
Coast favorite and has pulled kitefli-
ers from all over the world to celebrate 
kiting for many years. For all you lovers 
of the moon, this year brings the revival 
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Region 9 ~ Intermountain
ID-MT-OR

of the Night Fly!  Saturday night there 
will be lighted kites, and live music from 
the Ivey–Meziere Band, as well as a Sky 
Lantern launch.  Bring your lights, your 
kites, and your dancing shoes! For more 
information go to www.oregoncoast.org/
summer-kite-festival/.
 July 21-22 brings us to Brookings for 
the Southern Oregon Kite Festival.  This 
event pulls in spectators from all over 
the United States and Canada. With 
master kitemakers, kite teams, national 
champion sport kiters and even some 
well-loved characters that sometimes 
seem to appear out of nowhere, this 
festival is great for kids from one to one 
hundred! This festival has a show-like 
feel so the field is open to the invited 
fliers only, for your entertainment.  Bring 
your lawn chairs and get good spot early 
because by 10 am there is a great crowd  
and lots of fun going on. For more infor-
mation go to www.southernoregonkite-
festival.com/.

   It’s never too early to 
think about the Oregon 
Kite Makers Retreat 
2013. The Retreat will 
be on January 11-13. 
This will be the 20th 
anniversary of this 
kitemakers event.  If 
you feel you have the 
skills and the creativity 
to be a great teacher 
get your application in 
now. These positions fill 
quickly and it is consid-
ered an honor to teach a 
class at this event.  For 
those of you that want 
to take classes and join 
in the fun please visit 
the website and sign up 
on the OKR mailing list.  
I will give you an in-
sider’s note here: Holm 

Struck will be returning to teach in 2013! 
For more information and applications go 
to http://kitemakersretreat.com/OKR-
kite-makers.
 I have to give a shout out to Gom-
berg Kite Productions and Northwest 
Winds Kite Stores  as they were awarded 
Lincoln City’s 2012 Business of the Year. 
This honor came as a surprise to David 
and Susan since one other nominee was 
Chinook Winds Casino/Resort. . . the 
largest employer in town.  Congrats!   
 Remember if you have something 
you want to share with the AKA family, 
please e-mail me with your information! 
Hope to see you at one or all of the 
events this summer! 
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Marshall Harris cozies up to some Chaplins 
(and Amy Doran) at Kite Fest Louisiane.

Region 11 ~ N. California
Northern CA-NV
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 Greetings to Region Ten members! 
Summer is finally here and we have 
Ocean Shores coming up fast in June. 
Please remember to check the AKA 
calendar on the website for detailed 
information on each event. Remem-
ber the Westport Windriders Club fly is 
always the fourth Saturday of the month 
in Grayland. July 12-15 is their annual 
Windriders Festival, complete with hand-
crafted competition, sport kite competi-
tion, teddy bear drop, kitemaking and 
awards banquet Saturday night. Scott 
Hampton is the invited feature flyer! 
Also, the PCKA club has monthly Funs 
Flies the last Thursday of every month at 
Chambers Bay. 
 By the time this issue arrives in your 
mailbox we will be very close to WSIKF. 
In fact, there are two events convenient-
ly scheduled back to back. Your first stop 
is Ocean Shores, August 18-19 for sport 
kite competitions, demos and fun fly. 
Next it’s on to Long Beach, August 20-26. 
Please go to www.kitefestival.com for a 
complete schedule of daily events. There 
is plenty to see and do every day! See 
you there!

 Summer in Region Eleven presents 
opportunities for flying a kite in many 
places. There are miles of beaches 
stretching from the Oregon border down 
past Pismo Beach, and many open spaces 
throughout California. Our members in 
Nevada know it can get toasty in the 
summer, but there are opportunities 
to enjoy the many lakes, rivers, parks 

and open spaces throughout the region. 
When you plan your summer vacation, 
remember to take a kite (or two) with 
you, and bring along an extra one to give 
to that person that sees you flying. Pass 
on the grin, too.
 Congratulations to Team AirZone, 
the three-man sport kite team (Darrin 
Skinner, Aaron Champie and myself) from 
the Bay Area that represented the AKA at 
the 2012 World Sport Kite Championships 
in France. The team placed fourth out of 
14 teams.
 The Bay Area Sport Kite League 
(baskl.org) continues its year of outreach 
with events scheduled in San Francisco 

John Gillespie and 
Aaron Champie

 After a trip to Texas for the South 
Padre Island event, I was off to home for 
a fly that I was honored to be a part of. 
Jim Foster, one of the local Revolution 
fliers got us a chance to fly off the deck 
of the aircraft carrier Midway. You heard 
me right;  the deck of the Midway has 
been turned into a floating museum of 
flight history here in San Diego. It was 
the highlight of my entire career as a 
kiteflier. I mean, there I was with a Rev 
flying off the deck where a ton of Ameri-
can aviation took place. I was honored to 
be a part of this, and it was more than 
any words could describe when I saw my 
Bazzer Masterpiece flag take flight off 
the deck, and to know that I was flying 

and Martinez. Stop by one of their flying 
clinics and learn to fly a two- or four-line 
kite. You can also compete with other 
fliers in our area to earn the right to 
compete in the national competition.
The largest festival in our region is the 
Berkeley Kite Festival, held the last 
weekend of July at Cesar Chavez Park. 
BASKL holds its final competition of the 
year for sport kite fliers, and there are 
lots of big colorful kites, kite team dem-
onstrations, candy drops, rok battles, 
sport kite vendors, and kites from a 
delegation from Hamamatsu, Japan. It’s 
the festival that opened my eyes over 

a decade 
ago to the 
wonder 
and joys of 
our hobby. 
Check out 
www.high-
linekites.
com/
pages/
berkeley-
kite-fest.
html for 
additional 
details.

an American-made kite built by an Eng-
lishman on this piece of floating history.
 My next event was up at Huntington 
Beach, for Kite Party. As in all the years 
past it was just that, a kite party. Each 
year Dave Shenkman, who owns Kite 
Connection, just throws a party for kites 
and the only real rule is have fun and 
everyone does just that. What makes 
this so much better than most events 
is that this is for kitefliers. Each year it 
just seems to grow and grow and you 
just never know who you’ll see and what 
they’ll be flying. What always draws 
me in is how I can go there and fly with 
friends from all over the world and just 
have fun and fly my kite. No stress, no 
worries, just Kite Party.

 Out in California’s desert, NABX is 
the heart of power kiting here in the US, 
and as in years past it was fast and fun. 
NABX is a place where each year buggy 
kiters meet in the deserts to fly and 
just hang out with their friends. There 
were days of big wind, light wind, power 
kites, and even some team Rev flying. 

Some friends from Spain (where I’d been 
before NABX started) just walked up 
and said hello.Talk about a surprise! I 
just left these guys a few weeks earlier 
and had no idea they were going to be 
there for the Blokart championships. I 
do buggy a bit when I can, but mostly I 
just go to hang out and have fun with my 
friends. Buggy people are always willing 
to show anyone the ropes, so just bring 
yourself and I promise you’ll leave with 
a smile on your face and the thought of 
doing it again.

Go Navy!: Ben Dantonio on the Midway.

A rare East Coast sighting of Lolly 
Hadzicki-Ryno, in Ocean City, MD.

 Region 13 includes EVERY country 
except USA. Are you here?
 CHINA — Jerry King has been in the 
US visiting the Westport Windriders and 
missed the Chinese Spring festivals.  Tan 
Xin Bo was spotted at the Uiseong Kite 
Festival in Korea, where bus shelters are 
modelled on the infamous black garlic.
 ROMANIA — the Black Sea Kite 
Festival was covered by Arthur Dibble of 
the UK. Sunny skies, and lots of interest.  
Hopefully bigger and better for 2013!
 NEW ZEALAND — Australia welcomed 
Malcolm and Diana Hubbert and Ray 
and Rosemary McCully in February. Then 
with Davide Colombi, Kevin and I, David 
Aukett and Dave Sainsbury, we put on 
our own mini kite festival.  A bystander 
asked, “When does it start?” as he 
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pointed to the already-full sky.  Can’t 
please some people!
 CURACAO (Netherlands Antilles) — 
Carol Jansen visited Asia for the first 
time, meeting Kevin Sanders (Australia), 
Typhoon Pakhar In Vung Tau, Vietnam, 
Switzerland’s Olivier Reymond in Pasir 
Gudang (Malaysia) and Kevin and Olivier 
again in Cervia, Italy.  September will 
be my chance to say hello in Dieppe, 
France!  
 ISRAEL — Shula Shavit responded to 
an article in a US newspaper, about the 
demise of kite flying, and received a 
reply from the author saying he’d love to 
join them soon to fly his kite with them!  
New AKA members, perhaps? 
 PHILIPPINES — Anthony Portugalete, 
Community Officer, wrote of the Palupad 
Festival, May 5 in Buntatala, Iloilo City.  
Hopefully more kite enthusiasts will join 
them in 2013; e-mail him at tata31168@
yahoo.com if you’re planning to travel.

 SWEDEN — Christopher Chambers 
loves blue skies and his pilot’s hands 
are itchy (fully-qualified to fly aircraft) 
but the eyesight won’t legally allow 
it anymore.  Instead? A self-portrait 
rokkaku complete with flying jacket and 
helmet.    
 GERMANY — Historical kitemaking 
workshops are popular, writes Frank 

Schulz.  Check their work at www.scandi-
navian-kites.de.  Holm Struck enjoyed 
teaching two classes at Fort Worden 
Kitemakers Retreat earlier in 2012. His 
son Marvin was his assistant. 
 TAHITI — Pierre Lesage joined the 
10-day kite festival in Berck-sur-Mer, 
France, spending time with KAP friends. 
The tradition is to visit scenic spots to 
enjoy fromages, baguettes, some vin 
rouge — it’s called the KAPnic (at Cap 
Blanc Nez in 2012) — and then take 
aerial shots of stunning views.  Examples 
on this website: www.flickr.com/photos/
tahitipix/sets/72157629441465608/  His 
iPhone app Kite Aerial Photography by 
Pierre Lesage features seven years of 
kite flying, 500+ KAP sessions, 200,000 
images!
 UK — Keith Boxall joined the April 
Jolly Up weekend in Cliddesden, which 
isn’t far from Farleigh Wallop... and 
they say kite fliers are strange!  He also 
had people seeing double at Streatham 
Common Kite Festival, when he arrived 
to find his face on a kite built by Court-
ney Beckles. Imagine yourself as the 
kite!  Sara Lyth left the cold to swim 
with turtles, dolphins, sharks, poisonous 
fish, and to enjoy tropical breezes in the 
Maldives with husband and kites.  Bob 
Cruikshanks, you’ve been seen in Face-
book reports at Asian festivals, and are 
on the list for Dieppe, Canada.  White 
Horse Kite Fliers report more grey hair 
than before with fewer young faces join-
ing in.  Hopefully, the younger set will 
see you having fun, and be jealous. 

 CANADA — Who knew the 
Niagara Windriders had been 
around since 1992? Anyone 
in the Niagara Peninsula of 
Southern Ontario knows they 
meet at Lakeview Park in Port 
Colbourne on Lake Erie’s north 
shore last Sunday monthly.  
Getting ready for Dieppe in Au-
gust?  Guest 
list is 
confirmed, 
with AKA 
members 
Gary Mark, 
Jean Lamou-
reux, Mi-

chèle Bérubé, Alfred 
Boudreau, Donna 
and Fred Taylor and 
Jacques LeTourneau.  
Brigitte Bussières 
(Festival Saint-
Honore dans l’Vent) 
was missed by the 
postman with her 

Winter issue of Kiting — sorry!  E-mail 
region13@aka.kite.org if others are 
missed.
 AUSTRALIA — 15th Adelaide Kite Festi-
val enjoyed glorious weather over Easter.  
Kevin and I joined locals Davide Colombi, 
Andrew Rendell, and Alison Carvell, with 
guests Lyndall and Simon Chisnall (NZ), 
Maggie Phillips, Jo and Ricky Baker.  My 
African feathers lined the entrance walk 
(http://youtu.be/H_5twm9rRnc), and 
Kevin flew his Rev on the tide’s-coming-
in-quickly beach.  Poor old teddy-bear 
drop... parachute malfunction, but bear 
survived!  Rokkaku battle resembled the 
school playground at lunch time.  Eager 
“children” (grown men and women) all 
running about, squealing!  March was the 
Rosebud Kite Festival in VIC.  Rod Steere, 
Trevor Reeves and Robert Brasington at-
tended with bigger crowds, and no rain 
this year!
 Until next time, less talk… more fly!

Oliver Reymond and 
Carol Jansen join a local 
kitemaker in Malaysia.

Christopher Chambers takes flight.

Keith Boxall and Keith Boxall.

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AMERICAN 
KITEFLIERS 
ASSOCIATION 
 
35th ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 
COMPETITION AND 
FESTIVAL 
 
Enid, Oklahoma 
October1-October 6, 2012 
 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON-LINE 

WWW.AKA.KITE.ORG 
 
QUESTIONS TO: 
convention@aka.kite.org 
 

REGISTER ON-LINE! 
 
 
 

 

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Great Kite Auction 
Scheduled for Friday night at the Cherokee Strip Conference Center, the Auction 
is definitely one of the highlights of the convention. As you may know, a 
significant part of the AKA’s annual operating budget comes from the Auction. 
Donations are necessary to make this fundraiser possible, and we would like to 
thank you in advance for your generous contributions. Contact the Auction 
Chairperson at auction@aka.kite.org, or download the Donation Forms at 
www.aka.kite.org. Remember, your generous donation is tax deductible. 
 

Monday Night Early Bird Reception 
Enid CVB sponsored ice breaker; make new acquaintances and reconnect with 
old friends, the Monday night reception is the perfect kick off for a fabulous 
week of kiting!  
 

Thursday Night 
Come participate in the challenges, including Pin Collections and Miniature 
Kites as well as the opening of the Kite Gallery and the Fly Market. A no host 
cocktail bar is available for your enjoyment. 
 
The Fly Mart 
The Fly Mart is the perfect opportunity to add a few new items to your kite 
collection; stock up on line and other accessories; find a new miniature or 
maybe even some jewelry. Booths are available to rent. If you are interested in 
selling, contact flymart@aka.kite.org for information. Reservations are handled 
first come, first served. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
PLEASE REMEMBER!! This schedule is tentative. Please check the AKA website 
for updates, and after arriving in Enid please refer to your program for official 
events and times.  
Monday, October 1 
 Registration, Early Bird Reception 
Tuesday, October 2 
 Registration, auction receiving, workshops, board of directors meeting, 
mass ascension, sport kite competitions, kitemakers’ competition fighter kite 
competitions, open fly all day, and indoor fly. 
Wednesday, October 3 
 Registration, auction receiving, workshops, mass ascension, sport kite 
competitions, fighter kite competitions, kitemakers’ competition, bag raffle, 
open fly all day, and annual business meeting. 
Thursday, October 4 
 Registration, auction receiving, workshops, mass ascension, sport kite 
competition, fighter kite competition, challenges, fly mart, open fly,  kite 
gallery. 
Friday, October 5 
 Registration, workshops, fly mart, kite gallery, mass ascension, learn-
to-fly, festival fields, open fly, loud auction, and banquet.  
Saturday, October 6 
 Registration, workshops, fly mart, kite gallery, mass ascension, 
Rokkaku battles, open fly, festival extravaganza, members’ choice, awards and 
banquet. 
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COMPETITIONS 
 
FLYING FIELDS 
All outdoor competitions will be at the 
fields of Autry Technology Center. 
 
Indoor flying: 
Indoor baseball facility Oklahoma State 
University 
 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
Enid Chamber of Commerce 
www.visitenid.org 
State of Oklahoma 
www.ok.gov 
 
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
For more information, contact the 
following: 
 
Hospitality/Registration 
hospitality@aka.kite.org 
 
Workshops 
workshops@aka.kite.org 
 
Auction 
auction@aka.kite.org 
 
Kitemakers Competition 
kitemaking@aka.kite.org 
 
Fighter Competition 
fighters@aka.kite.org 
 
Fly Market 
flymart@aka.kite.org 
 
Kite Art Gallery 
kiteart@aka.kite.org 
 
Sport Kites 
sportkites@aka.kite.org 
 
Indoor Competition 
indoor@aka.kite.org 
 
Sponsorships 
trophy@aka.kite.org 
 
All other volunteers 
Annual_meeting@aka.kite.org 
 
 
 

Convention Hotels 
Enid offers a wide variety of hotels and we have been given great rates at several of 
them. Please note that reservation must be made by August 31 to ensure these 
special rates. All hotels are 5-10 minutes from the Cherokee Strip conference Center 
and Autry Technology Center. 
Staying at these 4 hotels helps to support the AKA: 
 
Comfort Inn:  $80-$120        Best Western: $78-125 
2818 S Van Buren                                                     210 N Van Buren 
580-234-1200                                                            580-242-7110 
Wi-Fi, outdoor pool, fridge, microwave               Wi-Fi, indoor/outdoor pool, fridge,                   
                                                                                             microwave 
 
Baymont Inn:  $80-109                                           Ramada Inn:  $75-199 
3614 Garriott                                                            3005 W Garriott 
580-234-6800                                                            580-234-0440 
Wi-Fi, indoor pool, fridge, microwave,                 Wi-Fi, indoor/outdoor pool, fridge,      
 Breakfast                                                                                                microwave,  
 
Other hotels with special AKA rates: 
                          
Hampton Inn                                                   Holiday Inn Express 
511 Dernia Ct                                                  4702 W Garriott 
580-234-4600                                                  580-237-7722 
Wi-Fi, indoor pool, breakfast                        Wi-Fi, fridge, microwave, breakfast 
 
RV SPACE 
For those that have their own space, there are 7 RV parks in Enid. The two 
closest to the flying fields are: 
 
Highpoint RV Park: $25                               Ashley Lane RV & Mobile Home Park 
2700 N Van Buren                                        2730 N Van Buren 
580-234-1726                                                580-234-1246 
Wi-Fi, full amenities 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
Modes of transportation: 
Oklahoma City, OK - Oklahoma City Will Rogers Airport (OKC), 68 miles  
Tulsa, OK - Tulsa International Airport (TUL), 108 miles 
Wichita, KS - Wichita Mid-Continent Airport (ICT), 89 miles 

 
                                                                        
 
 
 

   PLEASE REGISTER ON-LINE AT WWW.AKA.KITE.ORG   IF YOU CANNOT, MAIL TO PO BOX 22365, PORTLAND OR 97269 

REGISTRATION FORM WORK SHEET 
___________________________________   _________________________________                   ____________________ 
Name (please print)        Badge First Name (if different)                                 Member number 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address                                         City/State/Country                          Postal Code 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone                                                        Email 

 Qty Cost Total 

 EARLY REGISTRATION: BASIC Postmarked by August 15  $115  
EARLY REGISTRATION: 1 DAY T-W-T-F-S circle day  $45  
REGULAR REGISTRATION: BASIC Postmarked by September 15  $135  
REGULAR REGISTRATION: 1 DAY T-W-T-F-S circle day  $55  
LATE REGISTRATION: BASIC  At the door only  $155  
LATE REGISTRATION: 1 DAY T-W-T-F-S  $65  
20% Child discount    
Ala Carte Banquet Tickets price each: Friday  Saturday  $45  
Two: 1 Friday and 1 Saturday banquet ticket included with Basic registration    
Ala Carte Monday reception (included with Basic registration)  $15  
Cloisonné Logo Pin  $7  
Logo Patch (one included with Basic registration)  $6  
Men’s SS T-shirt Printed front    --Med  ---Lg   ---XL  $25  
Men’s SS T-shirt printed front   --2X   --3X  --4X  $30  
Men’s SS T-shirt printed front –5X   --6X  $40  
Lady’s SS T-shirt printed front  --S   --Md  --Lg   --XL  $25  
Lady’s SS T-shirt printed front   --2X  --3X  $30  
Polo shirt, embroidered left chest    --Md   ---Lg  --XL  $40  
Polo shirt, embroidered left chest   --2X   ---3X    --4X  $48  
Polo shirt, embroidered left chest   ---5X   --6X  $55  
Hoodie sweatshirt embroidered left chest   ----Md   ---Lg   --XL  $42  
Hoodie sweatshirt embroidered left chest    ---2X    --3X   ---4X  $50  
Crew neck sweatshirt, embroidered left chest –S  --M  --Lg  --XL  $30  
Crew neck sweatshirt, embroidered left chest –2XL  $34  
Crewneck sweatshirt, embroidered left chest  --3X  --4X  $36  
NEW ITEM       Hat      $20  
NEW ITEM  Denim shirt, long sleeve, embroidered left chest Men’s  M  Lg  XL   $34  
NEW ITEM  Denim shirt, long sleeve, embroidered left chest, Women’s  M Lg XL     $34  
                                                                                     Registration Total    
                                                                                     Merchandise Total    
ORDER TOTAL     

  
PAYMENT                                --CHECK               --CREDIT CARD

Credit Card Number:__________________________________________Expiration Date:______________________

Name on card (print): __________________________________________Security Code:_ _____________________

Signature_________________________________________

Please Note: 
Please order before August 15. 
Apparel sizes 2X-6X are available on 
a pre-order basis only!  
No souvenirs will be guaranteed 
unless ordered before August 15. 
Very limited sizes and quantities will 
be available at site. 
 
We can supply what you want or 
need. All items are available in sizes 
XS to 6X. 
Additional items and sizes are 
available on-line or contact: 
convention@aka.kite.org  

To see Photos of apparel visit: 
www.aka.kite.org/2012enidapparel 



 HOW TO REGISTER 
Register On-Line at www.aka.kite.org 
Basic Registration 
Includes one Friday night banquet ticket, one Saturday night banquet ticket, 
admission to Monday reception, the indoor fly, all workshops, all challenges, the 
Fly Mart, the flying fields, participation in the Mass Ascensions ,one patch, and the 
right to compete in trophy competitions. 
 
One Day Registration 
Includes admission to all of that scheduled day’s events with the exception of 
Grand National competitions and banquets. Banquet tickets may be purchased 
separately. 
 
Child discount 
Registrants under 15 years of age not participating in the Grand National 
Competitions are entitled to a 20% discount. 
 
Banquet Tickets 
Your basic registration includes a ticket to each of our two banquets (Friday and 
Saturday). If you have guests who are only attending the banquet(s), you may 
purchase additional tickets for $45 a meal. 
Extra banquet tickets must be purchased before 5:00 pm on Tuesday, October 2 
and are non-refundable. PLEASE NOTE: Banquet tickets are like concert, movie, or 
sporting event tickets; you must have them to attend the banquets. NO 
EXCEPTIONS! We cannot replace lost or stolen tickets.  
If you have a guest who would like to attend the Monday reception, tickets may be 
purchased for $15 each. These may be purchased in advance or during registration 
on Monday afternoon. 
 
Refunds 
AKA’s refund policy states that any registration cancelled prior to September 15 
will be refunded less a $25 processing free. There will be no refunds after 
September 15. 
 
Indoor Events-Banquets 
All indoor events will be held at the Cherokee Strip Conference Center, with the 
exception of the Indoor Fly. 
 
 

REGISTER ON-LINE AT:  
WWW.AKA.KITE.ORG 

IF YOU HAVE NO INTERNET ACCESS, 
PLEASE COPY THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: 
AKA 
PO BOX 22365 
Portland OR 97269 
 
Register on-line or via mail only. You may 
not register over the phone. Our 
insurance company requires your 
signature or internet acknowledgement 
on your registration form. Make checks 
payable to AKA Convention. Be sure to 
include credit card number, expiration 
date AND credit card code from the back 
of the credit card on all registration 
forms. 
 
Help us plan: 
___This is my first AKA convention. 
___I would like vegetarian or gluten free 
meals. 
___I plan to enter the Indoor 
competition. 
___I plan to enter the Kitemakers 
competition with _____# of kites. 
___I plan to enter the Fighter kite comp. 
___I plan to enter the Rok Battle. 
___I plan to enter the Sport kite comp. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
I can help! 
___Convention registration 
___Wherever I’m needed 
___Auction receiving 
___Auction set-up 
___Sport kite competition 
___Kitemakers’ competition 
 
You will be contacted in late August by 
the committee chair to schedule.  
 

Waiver: 
In consideration for the right to compete, as well as participate in the American Kitefliers Association 35th Annual National Convention, (hereinafter referred to 
as “Event”). I hereby hold the American Kitefliers Association, the Enid Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Autry Technology Center and their respective 
members, directors, officers, employees and agents, the sponsors, promoters and any and all other persons associated with this Event harmless and release 
them from any and all liability in connection with my participation. I further agree that the Event may use without payment, permission, or restrict ion, any 
photograph, film or tape in which I may appear for any purpose whatsoever. Please note, by signing on behalf of a participant less than 18 years old, the parent 
or guardian also expressly agrees to all of the above agreements. 
 
I have read the release of liability and understand its meaning; 
 
Signature or Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________________________Date________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER ON LINE: WWW.AKA.KITE.ORG 

It was a first in Romania: the Arts Management Association ran 
a kite festival from April 25 to May 1, along the beach at Ma-

maia on the Black Sea Coast. The organising team, headed by 
Claudia Iorga, worked for a year to get sponsorship and man-
aged to get some local companies and an arrangement with a 
carrier to transport some of the heavier kites, but even this 
fell through at the last minute. Local hotels offered special 
rates and there were excellent camping sites close by.
 Flyers from Austria, Germany, Denmark, Netherlands, Bali 
and the UK were accommodated in the Corabia Piratilo, a 
complex of individual apartments about a mile from the flying 
site. The attached restaurant was a model of the Mayflower, 
but unfortunately did not open until the last day of the festi-
val. This meant that evening meals had to be organised at 
the apartments which gave an opportunity for some cultural 

exchanges, with the 
teams and organis-
ers presenting their 
national dishes. 
    Each of the four 
days had a very full 
program scheduled, 
usually starting at 
10am and continuing 
until 8pm, with night 
flying until 11pm 
when the beach 
party started, going 
through to 3am. With 
low wind for two of 
the days and tem-
peratures around 
90° this was soon 
reduced to a 6pm fin-
ish, the apartments 

were too far from the beach to go back night flying and the 
flyers were not of an age to attend the rave parties.
 The wind came in off the Black Sea making it beautifully 
smooth so that a great display was usually in the air. Local 
teenagers provided assistance and interpreting if required, 
which was not often as most Romanians we met spoke some 
English. The organising team who started knowing nothing 
about kite festivals have done a great job to get this event 
to the level they have in one year and next year it should be 
even better. Their vision is to set up festivals in each country 
bordering the Black Sea, with the next target being Bulgaria, 
then Turkey, Ukraine, Georgia and Russia. Oh what a kite tour 
that could be! We wish them well.  k

Rokkin’ Romania
    By Arthur Dibble

Seeking shade on the beach.

The White Horse 
Kite Flyers cheat a 
little in low winds.
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KAPtions  KAP Innovations by Jim Powers

The ever active and creative kite aerial photography com-
munity continues to push back the environment to produce 

kaptivating images and video from above.  Here are a few of 
the techniques and photographic results. 

 Active KAP Rig Stabilization
 Stable platforms to take pictures from kites have been the 
Holy Grail within the KAP community dating all the way back 
to the early days of Eddy, Lawrence and others who utilized 
passive systems. Here the focus is on active stabilization. 
Two American KAPers — Scott Armitage (Deephaven, MN) and 
Mike LeDuc (Cedar Rapids, IA) — have been busy tinkering with 
solid state gyroscopes and accelerometers to actively dampen 
out KAP rig motion. The 
idea is simple: detect 
KAP rig motion and apply 
servo commands to coun-
ter the motion.
 Scott kicked off the 
fun when he introduced 
the GS-1 Gyro Servo 
utilizing microelectrome-
chanical systems (MEMS) 
gyros.  The new MEMS gy-
ros offered breakthroughs 
on a number of levels, 
including size and weight reduction, low power consumptions, 
rapid sample rates, and fine digital control at very reasonable 
costs.  The GS-1 servo can be substituted for “normal” tilt 
servos on most KAP rigs.  

 The complexity of 
the task becomes clear 
when you add in three 
dimensions (three axis 
control). The initial ap-
plication of active control 
servos was applied to the 
tilt and roll axis. Mike 
extended the stabiliza-
tion ideas utilizing solid 
state gyroscopes and ac-
celerometers to enhance 
stabilization control in all 
three movement dimen-
sions (pan, pitch and roll).  
Mike combined these ideas 
with active selection of 
when to take a picture by 
monitoring the gyroscope 
and accelerometer data to 
trigger the camera shut-
ter electrically (using the 
CHDK/SDM hack reported 
in the fall 2011 Kiting) at 
the apex of each pendu-
lum swing when the rig 
movement is at a mini-

mum. Gyro data is used to correct for short term pitch and roll 
angular motion. Mike’s post in the KAP Discussion Forum stated 
“The accelerometer data is used as a long term inclinometer 

and effectively always knows the true roll and pitch orienta-
tion of the rig due to gravity.  Combining gyro and acceler-
ometer data eliminates the effects of long term gyro drift 
and wind bias.”  The KAP shuttle rig is an additional piece of 
innovation not discussed here. 
 To summarize, the active control using the gyros and 
accelerometer data gives you a “Steady Cam” effect that re-
duces image blur during picture and video camera operations.  
You can find additional information on active stabilization at  
www.dunehaven.com and www.flickr.com/iowakaper/sets.
 
 KAP in Archaeology: Multispectral Experiments
 In Scotland, 
retired couple Rosie 
and John Wells were 
looking for a new 
way to photograph 
their town to pro-
vide photos for their 
newly created com-
munity and heritage 
website. In 2007, 
they took up kite 
aerial photography. 
Having taken some 
KAP photos of their 
town’s castle site 
and some ground-based near-infrared images with a digital 
camera fitted with an R72 filter, they realized that if they 
had a dedicated near-infrared camera they could take aerial 
infrared photos at faster shutter speeds.  A cheap IR convert-
ed compact camera allowed them to produce high contrast, 
haze-free aerial images in bright sunlight,   
 More subtle images in overcast conditions revealed fea-
tures that were not readily apparent in the visible spectrum.  
Such features were delineated as a result of variation in the 
vegetation and moisture levels (near-IR is absorbed by water).   
Some preliminary KAP work was also carried out in the near 
ultraviolet but this appears to be more useful on areas with 
minimal vegetation or that are being excavated.
  In 2010, archaeologist Jim Knowles joined Rosie and John, 
and West Lothian Archaeology, a non-commercial community 
group, was founded. Other like-minded but independent 

individuals have joined since. Kite aerial photography remains 
a primary, non-invasive, investigative technique. Five near-IR 
cameras later (all still working), they now fly a more expen-
sive and heavy (1.5kg) thermal infrared imager on either a HQ 
FF2.0 or FF4.0 kite, depending on the wind speed. A thermal 
camera can also discriminate moisture levels, but, in this case, 
by differential evaporation producing a variation in cooling. 
Thermal imaging can also reveal differential cooling and warm-

ing of surface and immediate sub-surface features like building 
foundations. Interpretation of thermal images is more complex 
than those produced in the near-IR and scientific studies are 
underway.

 KAP Used to Track Prehistoric Elephant Tracks
 What do you get when you mix kites, KAP, a Sony S90 
digital camera, seven-million-year-old fossilized elephant 
footprints and a few Ph.D. big thinkers? A neat scientific study, 
a published paper, and some fun flying kites in the United Arab 
Emirates!

 An international team from Germany, France, the United 
States, and the United Arab Emirates published the study in 
Biology Letters on February 22, 2012.  The authors included 
fellow KAPer Nathan Craig (professor from Penn State Univer-
sity).  Nathan used a gyro-stabilized mount with a Canon S90 
camera that was lifted by a rokkaku. The KAP images were 
corrected for lens distortion and stitched together to form one 
large GigaPan image that the researchers used to trace the 
footsteps of a 
small herd of el-
ephants (females 
and younger 
elephants) and 
one mature male 
elephant.  The 
researchers used 
the “trackways” 
patterns, stride 
lengths, estimat-
ed body mass 
and estimated 
sex to infer 
that the social 
behavioral as-
pects of seven-
million-year-old 
elephants are 
similar to mod-
ern elephants of 
today.  For more 
information 
please refer to 
http://mleisa1.
wordpress.com/. 
Reference the 
following link 
for the Gigapan 
images: http://
gigapan.org/
gigapans/78542. k

The KAP shuttle rig

The remains of Ogilface Castle

Armadale

A large circular feature in the remains of Ogilface 
Castle, as well as tire tracks at lower right.

Thermal infrared imagery

Nathan Craig

Seven million-year-old elephant tracks in the UAE
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WAlt Mitchell by Patti Gibbons

Several chatty kitefliers let the tape 
spin and recorded their memories and 
thoughts about kites, kitefliers, and 
the great big sky for the World Kite 
Museum’s oral history archive proj-
ect. Interested in telling your stories? 
Would you like to hear what other 
fliers say? Got time to interview special 
people in your local clubs or friends in 
far away places? Feel free to contact 
the Museum if you’d like to learn more 
about the oral history tapes. Contact 
us at info@worldkitemuseum.com.

VoiCes FroM the VAult

Before being tapped on the shoulder to hold kite strings, 
Walter Mitchell had only fleeting practice flying kites as a 

youngster. Rehashing his formative years, Walter can perhaps 
pinpoint the beginning of his kinship with larger fliers, as he 
fondly remembers the towering 4’ diamond kite his father flew 
on his day off. “It seemed like each time we came home, we 
brought a huge ball of knotted-up string. In the evening I sat 
on the bed undoing that ball of string.” Bumps and tangles 
aside, Walter enjoyed kiting as a fun family activity. The Mitch-
ells moved around a lot, and Walter gladly unpacked the kite 
and flew it with his dad at each new neighborhood park.  
 Interested in the sky, Walter enlisted in the Air Force 
and circled the globe in his early adulthood. About a decade 
after returning stateside, in the early 1980’s, he dabbled with 
kitemaking. Flipping through Mechanics Illustrated magazine, 
Walter spotted an ad for David Pelham’s Penguin Book of Kites. 
The small tag caught his attention and his new kiting curiosity 
was further piqued a month later while reading National Geo-
graphic where he spotted an advertisement for the Nantucket 
Kiteman’s handmade deltas. Things began to connect and Wal-
ter realized, “I can do this. I can make this because I can sew. 
My momma taught me to sew on a pedal machine when I was 
about ten years old.” Determined to dust off his hand skills, 
Walter mailed away and got the Pelham book, bought cotton 
fabric, and made his first kite. For about the next five years he 
stuck to a straightforward recipe and made unswerving large 
cotton sled kites, stitched from twin-sized bed sheets. Enjoy-
ing flair, Walter scoured dime stores in search of unusual and 
outlandish patterned cotton. Though much of his stock was 
striped, some polka dots caught his eye and mixed things up a 
bit.  
 Retiring from the Air Force, Walter jetted into the second 
act of his career. Wearing a new hat, he hit the road travel-
ing for large oil companies. Before long, kites became Walt’s 
traveling companions and he packed his sewing machine for 
road trips. Back at his motel room in the off-hours he’d roll 
up his sleeves and make large kites. Really large kites. During 
one memorable stay he created a 24’ kite. With such a grand 

flier the outstretched 
fabric soon hit the 
walls in the rented 
room. Pinched for 
workspace, he looked 
out the window and 
noticed the motel’s 
freshly paved park-
ing lot. The pristine 
field of clean asphalt 
was irresistible and 
the ever-resourceful 
Walter trotted down 
to a hardware store, 
picking up some chalk 
and a tape measure. 
Tools in hand, he 
traced kite outlines 
on the pavement, 

careful to line up the complex pattern. Happily working away, 
suddenly the mirthful mood changed.  Recalling the moment, 
Walter looked up when he heard, “‘Mr. Mitchell, what are you 
doing on my parking lot?’ 
 ‘Making a kite.’ 
 ‘What do you mean you’re making a kite?’ 
 ‘Well the room is a bit too small and I need to get the right 
dimensions.’” 
 The manager must have silently counted to ten, cooled 
a bit, and then said, “‘You know that’s a pretty good idea.’” 
The innkeeper explained that he 
just tarred his lot and, although 
protective of the nice dark top, 
he blessed the curious kitemaking 
project and let Walter proceed. 
Walter still has the kite and is 
sure it outlived the motel’s drive-
way.
 Much like a Texan slogan, 
Walter likes things large, includ-
ing his kites. Walt also favors 
cotton because “regardless of the 
size of the kite, they fly better, 
they can fly in higher winds, you 
don’t need to have a heavy cord 
on it, and you can make bigger 
kites.” About five years into kitemaking, Walter met kite artist 
bill lockhart, and was influenced by his striking work. Both 
Lubbock residents, bill quickly became Walter’s mentor and 
showed him how to make rokkakus, Cody kites, and intro-
duced Walt to quilting. Under bill’s colorful spell, Walt began 
to fancy how layered materials look in the sky and developed 

his personal color 
signature. “I’m the 
purple guy. I like 
purple. It is a nice 
color.” Regal and 
bright, Walter’s 
violet handiwork 
looks sharp in the 
big blue sky. 
      As any card-
carrying AKA 
member knows, 
kites are more fun 
when you share 
their magic, and 
Walter finds a 

lot of wonderment teaching others to make kites. When teaching youngsters simple 
kitemaking, Walter relies on a trusty sled kite pattern he found on the Chicagoland 
Skyliner’s website that uses a regular piece of 11” x 17” office paper. It is easy to get 
and perfectly sized for schoolchildren to decorate and assemble for an afternoon fly. 
When visiting schools, Walter generally likes to wow the children with his playful and 
oversized tiger kite. The mammoth kite is alluring and typically prompts everyone to 

gather around it for a keepsake group photo.  
Although the kiddies tug tightly on Walter’s 
heartstrings, he equally enjoys teaching 
adults and over the years has held count-
less kitemaking workshops for the young at 
heart.
     Fun loving Walter believes kitefliers 
“need to get the word out” about the joys 
of kiting and revels in doing his part. Enjoy-
ing weekend flies at his local park, Walter 
welcomes questions and uses his kites to 
start conversations with passersby, hoping 
to hook newcomers into the growing kiting 
circle. Always looking to hand strangers the 
kite line, he likes to “see the smiles on their 
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For information call
609/755-KITE (5483)

Send this form with your payment to:
American Kitefliers Association

P.O. Box 22365
Portland, OR  97269

Membership Application
o New Member o Renewal
o Reinstatement 
o Don’t publish my name in the Directory

Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City_________________________________________

Home Phone ______________ Cell Phone ___________

E-mail _______________________________________

URL _________________________________________

Other family members joining ____________________

Visa/MC/Discover/AMEX # ________________________
Exp. _______

Signature _____________________________________

Referred by ____________________________________________

Local kite club __________________________________________

Join online at www.aka.kite.org

Membership Dues     1 yr.   2 yrs.   3 yrs.     Amount

Individual (Kiting via 3rd class mail) $40 $78 $116 _________
                (Kiting via 1st class mail) $50 $98 $146 _________
Canada, Mexico, and Overseas $50 $98 $146 _________

Sponsor   $125 $250 $375 _________
(Kiting via 1st class mail, includes tax deductible contribution)

Additional family members in same household
 Per person add $6/year   _________

Please remit in US$     _________
Sorry we cannot accept Canadian cheques



36  Kiting |  Summer 2012 Summer  2012 |  Kiting    37

Kite PlAn        

Two 31” legs of the bridle pass 
through the sail and attach to 
the frame. Mark each carefully 
at its center point. Another leg, 
317/8”, joins the top and bottom 
legs. The tow point is approxi-
mately 137/8” down the center 
leg from the top leg.
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Lower spreader pocket with bow line

Top spine pocket, and vinyl fitting at spar crossing

Upper spreader pocket with bow line, and 
vinyl stopper at bridle attachment point

Bottom spine pocket, vinyl fitting at spar crossing, 
and vinyl stoppers at bridle attachment points

AKA Mini-Rok Challenge
We need mini-roks at the Convention in Enid! Would you, or your 
club, please make one or several and either bring or send them 
to the Convention? On Saturday, we’ll be inviting local kids to 
join us for a mini-rok battle. We’ll pair each child with an AKA 
mentor, give them a quick lesson in rok flying and battle strat-
egy, and then begin the fight. For more information, visit the 
KiteTalk Forum’s Convention thread, or contact Phil Broder at 
kiting.ed@aka.kite.org.

Harold Ames and David Ashworth think big 
by getting small. For March’s Blossom Kite 

Festival, they made fourteen 2’ rokkakus. 
Flown on spools of sewing thread by children 
plucked from the audience, the kites per-
formed just like larger rokkakus during the 
epic pint-sized battle. Ultimately, a 5-year-old 
was left with the last kite in the sky, and he 
was paraded around the field on his jubilant 
father’s shoulders.
 
Materials
• 22” of 3.1 g/m2 polycarbonate coated poly-
ester ripstop fabric (Icarex PC-31). Accept no 
substitutes. This fabric is normally available in 
54” widths, so you can get two kites from one 
22” piece
• 1½ - 48” long, 0.070” diameter carbon fiber 
rods, custom cut to fit each kite.
• 2.5” Superthane tubing Clear NSF-61 
Polyurethane Tubing, 0.063” ID, 0.125” OD, 
0.031” Wall. You will need to cut four pieces 
0.25” long to make bridle stoppers and two 
pieces 0.65” long for spar tee fittings.  (Go 

to KITING+ to see the photo of the cutting jig that Dave 
Ashworth made)
• Six 0.062”  vinyl end caps
• Six pieces of .375” wide grosgrain ribbon cut to 1.25” 
for spar pockets
• 20# International Game Fish Associa-
tion (IGFA) Green spot line (tight toler-
ance polyester) or Flyline Backer line 
for bridles. Recommend using white for 
the bridle and flourescent yellow for the 
tow point loop
• Polyester sewing thread
• One spool cheap cotton sewing thread 
to use as flying line.  Cheap and dispos-
able as the lines will get tangled up and 
it is NOT worth the time to untangle, 
which delays the flow of the battle. Cut 
the time between heats down to get 
your short attention span contestants 
back in the battle sooner! You should 
bring spares. k

Ames/Ashworth mini-rokkAku



17th Pasir Gudang World Kite Festival
      Pasir Gudang, Malaysia
        February 15 - 19, 2012

         Photos by Olivier Reymond and Peter Lynn

The 10-year-old Muzium Layang-Layang 

houses a collection of more than 200 kites, 

including traditional Malaysian waus.

Part of the welcoming committee.
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Fightin’ WorDs
       Teaching Newbies  By Andy Selzer

This article could be subtitled, “What We’ve Learned Along 
the Way,” so what you will read here has taken several 

years of giving fighter kite lessons at different festivals.
 If you’re a fighter kite flyer you know that there is a big 
difference between flying this type of kite and other static 
single line kites. Fighters are maneuverable, moving all across 
the sky, and not meant for sitting still.  Herein lies the prob-
lem of how to quickly teach the skills needed to achieve flight 
without letting gravity win all the time. I’ve come to realize 
that what is needed is to separate the teaching process into 
two categories. First will be the teaching of basic line handling 
techniques, and secondly will be actually flying a fighter kite.
 The equipment needed for the line handling part of the 
course will be a sturdy 10’ banner pole with a round eyelet 
at the top, some heavy type of fighter kite line (20# Dacron), 
and an empty 20 oz. soda bottle.  Fill the bottle less than half 
full of water. After running the end of the Dacron line through 
the eyelet of the banner pole attach it to the 
soda bottle.   Put the banner pole on a secure 
anchor.  What you are going to do is have the 
newbie fliers stand about 30’ behind the pole 
and pull in the soda bottle while lying on the 
ground. You can place the bottle about 75’ 
on the other side of the banner pole.  Now 
is when you can instruct them on pulling in 
the line using their first finger and thumb 
mainly, and switching between hands in what 
I call the overhand technique.  Also at this 
time, once they’ve mastered pulling in the 
line, you want them to start to pick up the 
speed in which they move their hands and 
the line pull. Once the line is pulled in you 
can walk the soda bottle back out. This is the 
time to teach how much tension is needed 
to let the line slip between their fingers to 
allow the kite to turn up.  With two or three 
pull-in and take-out cycles the newbie flyer 
should now have a basic understanding of the 
line handling part of fighter kite flying.  As a 
side note, you’ll notice that the banner pole 
simulates the proper angle of the kite line to 
a fighter kite in the air.
 Now it is time to teach the folks how to 
fly a fighter kite.  My longtime friend Bruce 
Jarvie taught me the easiest way to launch 
a fighter kite. If you lightly stand on the tip 
of the tail of the kite, raise one arm straight 
out with the line on the forefinger, just below 
chest high, then raise your arm sharply and 
release the kite at the same time. This should 
get the kite airborne up over head high and 
into the wind.  The strength of the wind at 
this time will determine your next course of 
action. A strong breeze should pull the kite 
line from your hand.  A lighter breeze will 
require you to work the kite up and then 
release line to get the kite further out.   Once 
you have the kite a suitable distance in the 

air, out at least 50’ or more, then it is time to hand the line 
over to the new fighter kite flyer. The basics here of pulling in 
the line bends the bow and gives the kite direction. Releasing 
the line flattens the bow and causes it to spin.  With a mini-
mum of coaching of when to pull and when to release to avoid 
a crash, most of the fliers catch on rather quickly.  Keep the 
encouragement coming for the more nervous flyer, especially 
since they are actually flying and don’t think they are doing 
that well. 
 We used this program at the AKA Convention this past year, 
and everyone was flying within minutes.  For a choice of kites I 
suggest a larger slow-moving kite, on the scale of Joe Vaughn’s 
Grandmaster or a Tips 25. If you have a large group of fliers, 
then getting the help of another experienced fighter kiter is 
good to break up the group and move things along.
 At your next event volunteer to give a fighter kite flying 
class and watch the smiles grow.  k
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Try something new; make something different!  That’s why I got into kitemak-
ing.  I’m a Missouri native from a small town just west of St. Louis. I grew up on 

a farm which was originally settled in the early 1800’s by my ancestors, and is still 
operated by my family today.  I’ve always loved anything that flies, and growing up 
on the farm I would watch the hawks circling above the pastures with envy. I got 
my first kites as a young child; they were the plastic Hi-Fliers, and I would always 
choose the ones with the blue Pegasus on them. I would get these and take them 
out in the pasture to fly 
until they fell apart.
     I went to college to 
study both art and biol-
ogy, as I was interested in 
both the creative aspects 
of illustration and the 
technical possibilities of 
science.  I enjoyed taking 
inspiration for my art-
work from nature, even 
down to things as tiny as 
those I saw through the 
microscope.  Sometimes, 
a simple chemical reac-
tion can be beautiful. 
These days, I am working 
as a research and devel-

opment specialist for a major food safety company, working on test 
kit development, where I get to be both technical and creative.
     I discovered “modern” kites on a trip to Kitty Hawk, where I 
saw someone on the beach flying a stack of Trlbys.  There were also 
some larger single-lines anchored. I was fascinated, went over to introduce myself and ask some questions, and wound up buy-
ing a sport kite and a medium-sized delta that same day. I have no idea who that flier was, and wish I did so I could thank him 
for introducing me to such a wonderful sport with such great 
people!  Not long after buying these kites, I began to search 
for every piece of information I could find on different styles.  I 
found images of the wonderful variety of kites people were mak-
ing around the world.  I began to wonder about certain design 
aspects, and what would happen if I changed things. This led 
to tinkering with kites I had purchased, followed by sewing my 
own to try out various ideas or different graphics. My quad-line 
cars are a result of trying out some of these ideas.  I also started 
attending kitemaking retreats to learn everything I could from 
others.  
 At one of these events, I was introduced to Charlie Sotich 
and his wonderful miniature kites.  I was inspired by his me-
ticulous, tiny designs that still flew, and immediately wanted 
to try making some of my own. Since I travel a lot on business, 
and sewing machines are not terribly portable, these minia-
tures were perfect to take along to work on in hotels. Simple 

miniatures are also 
great for children’s 
workshops, and the Gateway Kite Club has used these for kitebuilding with children 
in St. Louis hospitals.  The kids love being able to fly a kite, even though they can’t 
go outside.
 I began experimenting with 
various materials for spars and 
sails.  For the sails, I have used ev-
erything from cocktail napkins and 
Chinese papercuts (thanks Charlie!) 
to tissue paper, plastic, and other 
paper materials.  I am currently al-
most exclusively using tissue paper 
sails and drawing the graphics with 
Sharpie markers.  The Sharpie col-
ors can be blended while the ink is 

still wet, and you can do watercolor-pencil effects with them by using solvents to dilute 
the ink.  During this process, the tissue paper sails are placed on a piece of white typing 
paper to control the ink bleed.  White Tiger and Silver Dolphin were both made this way; 
these were pieces of white tissue paper which were exclusively decorated with Sharpies.
   Sparring is another area where I have found that a wide variety of materials work, 
and each can have a differ-
ent effect on your kite.  Split 
bamboo is traditional, and 
works very well.  I use it on 
kites that I want to be nice 
and stiff, such as my figure 
kites like St. Mark’s Lion. I 
also use paintbrush or broom 
bristles for thin, flexible 
spars.  Cat’s whiskers also 
make especially nice lead-
ing edges. They are stiff and 
tapered, just like the tapered 
wrapped carbon spars.  I am 
always on the lookout for 
shed whiskers from my cat!  

These are boxed and saved for the next kite. Other unusual materi-
als can also work well on miniatures, whether as tails or decoration. 
I have used horse hair, feathers, wheat beards, thistle seeds, and 
cottonwood fuzz on miniature kites. White Tiger also incorporates 
feathers on the sides.

 
 
 
 

   Recently I have found that the miniatures also make great proto-
types for larger kites.   So, my latest projects involve testing designs 
in miniature before designing a larger version.
 Henry Ford once said, “Anyone who keeps learning stays young.” 

I think that applies to 
everything we do, and 
especially kitebuilding.  
What better way to 
feel young than when 
flying a kite?  And we 
can all learn from and 
be inspired by each 
other. Hope to see you 
on the field soon, and 
good winds to you!  k
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Washington State indoor flying fans were treated to a new 
festival in Milton, near Tacoma, on March 23-24.  Scott 

Davis and Stephen Owen, members of Pierce County Kitefli-
ers Association, put their heads together and spearheaded a 
cooperative effort with Stephen’s church, Faith Family Church 
in Milton, who hosted the festival in their auditorium.  Their 
vision was to create a “full blown indoor kite festival” full of 
opportunities to educate and include the non-kite flying pub-
lic.  As an AKA sanctioned competition, there was something 
for everyone.  The PCKA put on kitemaking for kids and two 
no-sew workshops for adults.  Herb Andrews from Tacoma’s 
Mainframe Kites brought his travelling booth, as did Walt from 
LS Custom Kite Accessories.  And to satisfy the hungry the 
church opened their full service coffee shop, offering coffee, 
snacks and lunch on both days.  

 The facility itself was particularly inviting.  Instead of the 
usual concrete block walls typical of most indoor venues, the 
auditorium offered a higher than usual ceiling and sound-con-
trolling fabric wall panels, which provided the perfect back-
drop for the many kites on display.  Upholstered chairs were 
welcomed by the spectators.  Activity on the flying floor was 
displayed live on two large projection screens in the auditori-
um, and the lobby offered three TVs which played kite training 

videos throughout the festival.  A large meeting room provided 
the perfect spot for the adult workshops. 
 Friday was devoted to open flying and some great demos 
by Jerry Cannon, Scott Davis, Toby Arndt and others, but the 
show was stolen by the new team FlyForm, composed of John 
Barresi, Takako Barresi and Spence Watson.  They absolutely 
dazzled the crowd with their dynamic, fast-paced and tight-
quartered routine. It was hard to believe this was their second 
outing, with only 12 hours of practice and performance under 
their belts.  They were enticed into several performances over 
the course of the festival, including a back-to-back show that 
ended the festival. What a treat!

 Saturday was competition day, and began with some great 
demos from current indoor national champion Paul de Bakker, 
Spence Watson and FlyForm.  The competitors ranged from 
youngsters to seniors.  Eleven people strutted their stuff to 
the delight of the onlookers, and they witnessed some very 
accomplished flying. 
Everyone involved 
was pleased with 
how this first event 
played out, and the 
church is looking 
forward to hosting 
a repeat next year.   
Congratulations 
to the organizers 
for an outstanding 
premiere event.  k

Heavenly Flying
     By Alexa King

photos by Lindsay Keeton

Sylvia Bernauer

John Barresi

Just two months into a promising kiting 
career: Travis Reedy

Spence Watson

Team FlyForm
         

A new arch celebrates a 

century of cherry blossoms.

A flowery cellular kite from Ben Huggett.

Jeff King

A Karen 
Burkhardt 
rokkaku

The smooth sounds 
of Terry Murray.

Kaziah HallAdam Grow and Jon BurkhardtModegi-san and Sakuraba-san
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first precision event started. Each team had some difficulty 
that was evident to all the judges. One team had a zero for a 
figure, which is always so hard to watch as a judge or a flier. 
The judges were very aware how hard the teams were trying 
to fly the figures as well as they could in the wind and weather 
conditions. The ballet event the first day began with some 
improvement in the weather. It remained cold and windy; 
however the wind was less gusty. All the teams flew well and 
seemed to have equal conditions. It was also great to see the 
women of Cerf Volant Folie fly their team ballet. They did not 
fly in the precision event and would not be eligible for the 
cup; however it was fun to see their beautiful ballet routine. 
Following the competitions, each team was required to fly in 
the mass ascension at the end of the event. The Flying Squad, 
a highly skilled quad-line kite team from Great Britain (plus 
one very happy American lady kite flier/judge) entertained the 
crowds as the dual-line fliers assembled to fly.
 The second day of competition remained cold. Again the 
judges were bundled up, however now they knew how cold it 
would be standing for three plus hours. They had even more 
layers ready in backpacks to be added if needed. The preci-
sion competition was fantastic. The teams flew tightly with 
improvements noted from the previous day. The ballet routines 
in the afternoon were also well flown by all the teams. Several 
teams scored above 80 in both execution and choreography 
elements. Still, clear winners were not evident. It was a close 
competition.

The old seaside village of Berck-sur-Mer sits on the English 
Channel like a beautiful well-worn seashell. It is a seaside 

vacation destination for French families looking to enjoy the 
sea air and the beautiful wide beaches. The narrow streets are 
lined with patisseries, chocolate shops and restaurants offer-
ing many versions of moule (mussels). The small weather-worn 
houses along these narrow streets proudly display bright flow-
ers in windows lined with lace curtains. The expansive white 
sand beach is dotted with pastel little cabins that look like 
play houses. The majestic seawall winds along in a lazy stroll 
above the beach. Every two years, this little village rolls out 
its red carpet and welcomes the World Sport Kite Champion-
ships. Dual-line kite teams from all over the world compete to 
be crowned World Champions. This year Berck hosted teams 
from France, England, Colombia, Lithuania, Russia, and the 
United States. The competitions are part of an annual nine 
day international festival that hosts many other kitefliers from 
around the world. Each day of the festival the seawall and 
beaches are filled with spectators and school children excited 
to see the beauty and sport of kiting.
 Each of the kite teams spent months preparing for the 
event: designing or selecting kites, preparing music, creating 
ballet and precision routines, practicing in all types of weather 
and wind conditions. Each team has a story behind how and 
why they were there at the competition. All the stories have 
the same element of passion for kiting, friendships, and a love 
for competition and displaying their skills. What was most 
notable was the professional way each team approached the 
competition and the sportsmanship each team had for each 
other.
 The teams demonstrated their routines early in the festi-
val during the first weekend. They were able to practice their 
ballet routines and entertained the huge crowds of spectators. 
The judges began to assemble and look at the weather condi-
tions for the upcoming competition days. The judges included 
head judge Andrew Taylor from Great Britain, Pascal Martel 
from France, Scott Davis and myself from the USA, and Martina 
Hardtung from Germany. Susan Skinner from USA was the score 
keeper and Andreas Hardtung from Germany was the field di-
rector. The judges rotated head judge responsibilities for each 
day. As head judge for the event, Andrew Taylor organized a 
productive and professional agenda during the first meeting. 
The judge’s first responsibility was to select the competition 
figures for the three days of competition. The judges wanted 
to select figures that would showcase the skills of the teams 
but also keep the wind and weather conditions in mind for the 
figure selection. Each figure was reviewed and discussed so all 
the judges were familiar and knowledgeable of the important 
criteria and elements of each figure. The selection of the flight 
orders and ground crew assignments was done randomly for 
each event and day of the competition. The judges reviewed 
important elements to be considered in the judging of the bal-
let routines. The safest and most efficient way for the teams 
to enter the competition field was discussed and finalized by 
the judges. Safety of the teams and spectators was most im-
portant to the judges when deciding on the boundaries of the 
field. The judges realized how well they worked together and 
were looking forward to the competitions.
 The first day of competition was cold and misty. The 
judges were bundled up with every bit of clothing they could 
fit underneath their judging vest. The tide had come in and 
moved the back boundaries. Each judge put down their books 
to help fix the ropes so the fliers had a clear field. After fifteen 
minutes of unraveling wet and tangled boundary tape, the 

World Sport Kite Championship:
A Judge’s Eye View From Berck’s Beach
 By Lisa Willoughby
  Photos by John Gillespie,
  Aaron Champie, 
  and Lisa Willoughby
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Lisa Willoughby chills on the beach.

AirZone takes flight.
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 The third and final day of competition started with more 
favorable winds. It remained overcast with the sun intermit-
tently peeking out from behind the clouds to the delight of 
the bundled judges and fliers. All the teams flew the figures 
beautifully with amazing precision routines showing the judges 
intricate weaves and angles. It was exciting to watch and made 
the judges feel honored to be scoring them. The afternoon 
began with an hour delay due to an electrical storm out at sea. 
It was felt by the judges to be a safety issue to have the teams 
flying with the threat of thunder and lightning surrounding the 
beach. After the storm blew through, the sun came out and 
the winds were consistently perfect. It turned into the nicest 

1   Scratch Bunnies (UK)   346.32
2   Red Bull Kite Force (FR)  344.90
3   Start’Air (FR)    341.22
4   AirZone (US)     298.94
5   Cerf Volants Folie (FR)  298.04
6   Pilotes de Ligne (FR)   272.78
7   Flame (UK)     271.54
8   Bogota 2600 (CO)   268.84
9   Cream Team (FR)   256.18
10  Air Heads (UK)    246.40
11  Tatoeurs du Ciel (FR)   239.70
12  The Dealers (LT)    227.56
13  Red Alert (RU)    218.78

day of the competition. Each team had the same wind condi-
tions and they put on a spectacular show for the judges and 
the audience. At the end of the competition, the top three 
teams’s scores were very close. Fourth and fifth position scores 
were also close. It was an exciting three days of competitions. 
The teams had to wait until the evening party on Friday night 
to find out who would be world champion.
 The remainder of the festival was full of flying and making 
new friendships. Several quad-line teams joined the festival 
and the demo field. Each day the teams flew their ballet rou-
tines to the delight of the crowd. Mass ascensions were done 
each day. The sky was filled with hundreds of beautiful kites 
from all over the world. An elaborate wind garden with fun 
and creative wind art covered the beach. Massive and graceful 
crimson poppy kites dotted the beach with their green stems 
skimming across the sand as they flew. It was a kite party for 
as far up and down the beach as you could see. Everywhere 
people were learning to fly kites they purchased in the tents 
on the seawall. Kids and adults were walking, looking up at the 
elaborate kites and pointing with amazement. A little girl from 
Belgium told her mother that all these kites made her feel 
happy inside. It made this flier 
smile and give her a hug.
 Thanks to Office de 
Tourisme de Berck-sur-Mer, 
local organizer Gerard Clem-
ent, event chairman David 
Gomberg, STACK, AKA, AJSKA, 
the competition staff, com-
petitors, and all the people in 
Berck who made our time at 
the festival a memorable one.  
k

Watch the Scratch Bunnies’ ballet!

Watching the teams and staff interact is showing the WSKC 
to be something really special. Separated by country and 

culture, we share the common language of flight. Common 
rules help too! The event is a well-oiled machine that runs 
smoothly. The only surprises are in the air. 
 The top performers were no surprise: Scratch Bunnies, 
Start'Air, and Red Bull. The same three battled two years ago 
for similar rankings. However, this year, the Bunnies were 
flying with four rather than six. And there were several other 
developments in store. 
 Almost as soon as scorekeeper Susan Skinner 
posted daily results, they were published on Face-
book. Fliers crowded the wall with cameras and 
calculators trying to sort out the situation. 
 The tradition is for each team to fly Ballet 
and Precision three times with the top two scores 
counting toward results. By Tuesday numbers were 
so close that officials decided to withhold the 
names with top scores and maintain some sus-
pense. 
 Raw data tells you some things. But it doesn't 
tell you everything. Here are a few of the things I 
observed as general chairman with access to daily 
scores and the confidence of the officials:
• The Bunnies continued to revise and improve 
their routine daily.
• Early in the week, no winner was emerging.
• Performances in Precision would be a determin-
ing factor.
• Start'Air improved over their 2010 performances 
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/ WSKC Insider  By David Gomberg  

by a full ten points!
• Both Start'Air and Red Bull scored higher in 2012 than win-
ners Scratch Bunnies did in 2010.
• Flying conditions were ideal. And one team turned in an 
astounding 94 ballet score from the five judges.
• Going into competition Wednesday afternoon, with three 
Precisions and two Ballets complete, and only one event to go, 
less than one total point separated the two top teams.
 Flying conditions for two of the three days were near per-
fect. And that allowed everyone to perform their very best.  k

The Scratch Bunnies — Carl Robertshaw, James Morley, Chris Goff, and 
James Robertshaw — hoist their prize with organizer Gerard Clement.
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26 
th Rencontres 

Internationales 
de Cerfs-volants           

Berck - sur - Mer, France
April 7 - 16, 2012
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Don’t you just love it when a plan comes together?  Over 
Presidents Day weekend, after being in the works for nearly 

a year, this plan did.  As part of the U.S.S. Midway Museum’s 
Presidents Day celebration, Tom King — a kiteflier and volun-
teer at the Museum — worked with Museum staff to arrange 
for kiting be a part of the event.  On Monday the Midway’s 
foredeck was cleared for kite flying. 
 The Museum is on board the U.S.S. Midway aircraft car-
rier, located on the Embarcadero in San Diego.  Museum staff 
cordoned off the foredeck of the carrier and set up a sound 
system.  The flying area was laid out in a manner that allowed 
spectators to walk around the perimeter.  The mighty ship was 
then ready for a group of quad-line fliers to put on a series of 
team flying performances set to patriotic themes.  The fliers 
flew their red, white and blue Revolution kites and performed 
team routines to music, which included America the Beautiful, 
Stars and Stripes Forever and other familiar songs from the 
World War II era.  
 Flying conditions were less than optimal but the fliers 
were committed to putting on the best show possible.  In 
order to keep a group of at least four kites in the air flying du-
ties were rotated among ten fliers.  Participants included  Ben 
Dantonio, Joe Hadzicki, John Mason, Fran Wilson, Rich Wilson, 

Carol Pittman, Cass Pittman, Lynn Foster and Jim Foster.  All 
reports indicate they did a great job.

 Museum officials have reported that there were over 
15,000 visitors during the three day celebration. While there is 
no way to know just how many spectators viewed Monday’s kit-
ing performances, spectator responses to the kiting demonstra-
tions were very positive. It was a great way to introduce this 
type of kiting to many people who had never seen it before.  
I’m sure the kiting bug must have bitten a least a few of them. 
 In a small park just across the way from the Midway is a 
25’ tall statue named “Unconditional Surrender,” although 

most people just call it the kiss statue.  This park 
can be viewed from the deck of the Midway.  As if 
it were part of the performance, while the kites 
were flying on the deck of the Midway a 30’ x 60’ 
flag was being unfurled in the park.  Somehow the 
two events seemed to enhance each other and 
emphasized the patriotic feeling of the day.  
      Fliers taking part in this event commented that 
to be a part of this celebration taking place on one 
of the most historic U.S. Navy vessels was both 
exciting and humbling.  Kiting was well represented 
on this day!  k

A Rev Top Gun: Joe Hadzicki

Clear The Decks for Kites By Rod Milburn
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Convention 2014
 Proposals are now being accepted for the 2014 AKA Con-
vention. Past practice directs us to look primarily at Regions 
One through Four, the eastern portion of the US. However, we 
are willing to consider any location that can provide us with 
flying fields and meeting space at a very reasonable cost.
  Our most important need is our flying fields. 
• Ideally we would like four fields 360’ x 360’, with additional 
open space around them. If that is not available, our minimum 
requirements are: space for one field of 300’ x 300’, two ad-
ditional fields of 250’x250’, plus additional open space.
• Open area clear of obstructions and wind turbulence. That 
is, not surrounded by trees and buildings

AKA neWs 
• Permission to drive temporary stakes, and a map showing 
sprinkler systems
  Since the fields are the most important factor in our 
choice, in order to save time and energy, we ask you to submit 
your proposed field location prior to doing any other work on 
the proposal.  A set of Google map coordinates will allow our 
experienced team to review the site. Once the location has 
been provided, we will respond with either approval or denial 
within two weeks. If the location is approved, you may then 
proceed to prepare your complete proposal. Proposed field 
locations should be submitted as soon as possible, but no later 
than August 1. Final proposals are due no later than August 31. 
Our board of directors will review all proposals and make a 
selection by October 15.

 The National Kite Month poster contest was an idea that 
struck the fancy of Herb Wilburn, the librarian at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Strasburg, VA. He was looking for an art 
project that the third grade class taught by Heather Hess could 
do, and perhaps even win the $150 prize that was offered to 
the winner. So Herb and Heather guided 30 third grade stu-
dents in composing posters that celebrate the flying of kites. 
He then scanned them and sent them to me to enter in the 
NKM poster contest.
 Unfortunately, the Sandy Hook Third Grade was up against 
some professional graphic artists. However, I found the 30 
posters as a group to be quite charming. As a consolation for 
not winning the prize, I thought it would be a good gesture to 
put the poster collection on public display, and what better 
venue than the National Air & Space Museum? So it was that on 
“Family Day” (Saturday, March 24) when people walked in the 
main entrance at the Museum they saw among all the other 
kite displays and information booths a display of 30 NKM post-
ers by Ms. Hess’ third graders.
 Mr. Wilburn and Ms. Hess came to the NASM with about 
half of the student artists and their parents to see for them-
selves their art displayed in such an exciting spot. While they 
were there they took advantage of the free kitemaking for kids 
put on by the NASM Education Department and spent a little 
time watching the Wings Over Washington club fly their kites in 
the Race To Space Hall. I’m sure they all thought it was worth 

nAtionAl Kite Month 

the trip into Washington, DC. And I will not soon forget the 
look on one little girl’s face as she looked up at her poster be-
ing viewed in the same hall with the Apollo Command Module, 
Mars Viking Lander and moon rock specimens.

Mike Mosman
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Great Delaware Kite Festival
Great Delaware 
Kite Festival

Airwaves Kite Festival

Virginia Beach Kite Festival

Heather Hess and Herb Wilburn at 
the National Air & Space Museum

booK reVieW 
 Bear and his friend Mole return for a new adventure. One day Bear looks at the sky and goes, “Whiff. Whiff. Whiff.” He 
delightedly decides it is a “Kite Day,” and runs to tell Mole. Together they collect the materials to construct a kite. They then fly 
it outside, “Zoom. Zoom. Zoom.” But then the dark clouds roll in, “Rumble. Rumble. Rumble.” The kite string breaks in a gust of 
wind and the kite goes down. The friends run to save it. But it ends broken and stuck in a tree. However, this turns out to be a 
happy ending after all. On the jacket, the double portrait of the anthropomorphic friends with the large yellow kite and flutter-
ing tail prepares the reader for the happy adventure. The opening double page scene of a misty landscape seems a perfect space 
for kite flying. We next find Bear in his bright red overalls checking out the sky’s wispy clouds as a few young bunnies and an 
unimpressed cow observe him. Hillenbrand uses mixed media to create his characters, convincingly expressing their emotions as 
they make the kite, fly it, chase 
it, and smile when they find it. 
The few words of text with their 
repetitions are almost unneces-
sary with the eloquent illustra-
tions.

Children’s Literature

 In 2011’s Spring Is Here!, 
Mole worked to awaken Bear 
from his winter hibernation; both 
are up and at ’em in this sequel, 
in which a windy day has Bear 
rushing to find Mole so they can 
fly a kite together. Hillenbrand 
devotes several spreads to the 
creation of the kite, emphasizing 
teamwork and the pleasures of 
construction. The friends’ bright 
clothing and the gold of the kite 
stand out like beacons against 
the muted mixed-media back-
grounds, especially when a storm 
moves in and threatens the fun. 
The ending, in which the es-
caped kite finds a new purpose, 
is a tad abrupt, but narrative 
repetition and onomatopoeia 
make this as satisfying a readal-
oud as its predecessor. Ages 3–6.

Publisher’s Weekly



eMPty sPACes in the sKy
Tom Zach 
1955-2011

Tom started flying in 
1998 with single line 
deltas and sport kites. 
In 2007 he saw Dennis 
Hawley’s Olo the giant 
octopus fly and he was 
hooked. He wanted to 
fly large inflated kites. 
First it was an octopus, 
then a cuttlefish, diver, 
girl diver, and his Mr. 
Ray. Tom also loved 
Masterpiece Revs. He 
thought they were art in 
the sky. He had a mas-
sive collection of them. 
He also loved ground 
displays, banners and 
line laundry. Tom always 
kept everyone laughing, 
because he was happy. 
He would help anyone 
on the field who needed 
help. He was always 
wanting to learn about 

kites and kiting. His excitement for kites was contagious. He 
was like a kid on Christmas morning each time he got a new 
kite. He usually flew with the Wings Over Washington club. 
Tom made many kiting friends. He was so happy that kiters 
became his second family and teachers who showed him you 
could make and fly anything large that you could imagine. He 
will be missed by many, from the school children he helped 
build kites to all his friends flying on the beach or anywhere 
you can put a kite in the sky.

Debbie Zach and Dennis Hawley

Joanne M’Clary
Joanne M’Clary had a beautiful miniature kite collection she 
had gathered over the years which she was very proud of. 
She and husband Charlie looked forward every year to WSIKF, 
where Joanne worked in the museum. There she  greeted 
everyone at the door giving  each person a history of the 
museum, while Charlie flew his kites. They seemed to know 
everyone and were a fixture at the Festival for many years. 
They were founding members of the San Diego Kite Club and 
very proud of it and all its wonderful members. She had such a 
wealth of information on the history of the club. We will miss 
her beautiful smile and laugh. She was loved very much!

Barbra Gilbert

Ron Jakubowicz
1961-2012
Ron enjoyed flying large inflatables on New Jersey’s beaches. 
He was a longtime member and past President of the South 
Jersey Kite Flyers.

Tony Ferrel 
1940-2012
Since 1989, Tony was 
known as the “old man 
in the shop.” He was 
the original owner of 
Kite Studio and worked 
in the Kite Studio ma-
chine shop.  He crafted 
various fittings held 
in stock and custom 
fittings for the special 
needs that kite builders 
have when making one- 
of-a-kind creations. His 
years of experience as 
an engineer for Penn-
sylvania Power & Light 
allowed him to give a 
helping hand to Kite Studio in projects ranging from theatri-
cal events to internationally renowned kite events. Tony was 
well known for his one-of-a-kind rotating kites which have won 
many awards at AKA national conventions and many regional 
festivals. When time allowed he also created special kites by 
commission. He enjoyed discussing the many aspects of kite 
design and flight with other kite builders, as well as flying for 
recreation. His favorite flying spot was the beach in Avalon, NJ.  

Steve Ferrel

Gayle Nicol
1953-2012
Gayle McDaniel Nicol 
passed away unexpectedly 
in late April. She married 
Steve Nicol in 1976, and 
they lived in Waukesha, WI, 
for the last 25 years where 
Gayle was an elementary 
school teacher. She loved 
kite flying and belonged 
to the Wisconsin Kiters Club and the AKA.  She will be greatly 
missed by Steve and all of her kiteflying friends.

Ed Grys

Phil Ingraham
In March, Philip Ingraham — 
younger brother of AKA founder 
Robert Ingraham — passed away 
at age 95. Phil more or less wor-
shipped my dad, even though 
they spent little time together 
after my family moved to New 
Mexico.

Bob Ingraham

Gary King 
The AKA’s last locally-organized convention, and certainly one 
of the best, was held in 1992 at Lubbock,TX. It was organized 
by Gary King. Sadly, Gary passed away in February of complica-
tions following 
surgery. Gary 
and his wife 
Karen owned the 
Buffalo Beano 
Company in 
Lubbock from 
1980 to 2004. 
The store hosted 
Lubbock’s Kite 
Fly and Frisbee 
Fling from 1981 
to 1995, annu-
ally attracting 
crowds as large 
as 10,000. Gary 
was also a gifted 
kitemaker and 
collector. His 
remarkable 
and well-flying 
leather kites 
took many AKA 
wards in the 
early ‘90’s. Gary was President and founder of the Lubbockites 
Kite Club, and served on the Kite Trade Association Internation-
al Board. He was active in his local community serving orga-
nizations such as the Lubbock Arts Festival, Museum of Texas 
Tech University Association, and Lubbock Skate Park Commit-
tee. He shared his love of kiting and people by providing kiting 
programs for schools, churches, civic and youth organizations. 
In 1992, AKA founder Robert Ingraham personally awarded 
Gary the “volunteer spirit” award that came to be called the 
Ingraham Award. Gary King’s spirit, big smile, and selfless con-
tributions to kiting and kite fliers will be missed. His family has 
asked that the King kite collection be brought to Enid and sold 
there with proceeds to support the AKA.

John Pfister
John Pfister, a member of PIGS Aloft and the Hoosier Kite 
Society, passed away in February.  John was an active member 
and wonderful supporter of the PIGS. He brought his mobile 
kite store out so that all could have a kite and learn the joy 
of playing with the wind. It was his favorite thing to do and he 
wanted to share it with all. We’ll all miss him!

Ed Grys

Alan Bayley 
I first met Alan Bayley, President of Queensland Kiteflyers Club, 
in 2009 at the Coolum Kite Festival, the last one ever held. 
Al’s levels of energy were amazing. At well into his sixties, he 
never sat still.  If there was a kite to fly, he’d have it up in the 
air.  If a kite fell down, he’d be out there re-launching.  Alan 
wasn’t a small man by any means, but he just kept going. Al 
would see a kite being flown, admire it and without a blink, 
ask, “How much?”  He was the driving force behind much of 
Queensland’s kite flying.  As the club’s only retired member, if 
promo shots were called for, Al would be out there displaying 
big, bold and colourful spectacles for journalists and photogra-
phers. The Kirra Kite Festival owes its success to Al’s persistent 
efforts, encouraging 
the club members to 
put on a stunning show, 
organizing airport 
pickups and accom-
modation for invited 
kite flyers, convincing 
Federal Police that all 
kites would be within 
the legal height while 
so close to an airport. 
You just couldn’t say 
no to Al. He succumbed 
to cancer in late March 
and leaves behind a 
true kite-widow in 
Donna.

Linda Sanders

Gary King accepts the Volunteer Spirit 
Award from Robert Ingraham in 1992.
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Just six days before AKA founder Robert Ingra-
ham’s death in 1995, his younger brother Phil 
wrote this poem.

A Dream Come True
A boy flew a kite one sunny day
Against the clouds did play
The sound of the string as the wind passed by
Was music to him — he knew not why.
 
He then dreamed — how could it be?
Would this become my destiny?
A day when thousands just might share
The sun, the clouds and a kite in the air.
 
It comes to pass and many will say
Thanks, Bob for founding AKA.
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Robert Ingraham



32nd Festival Internationale dell Aquilone

Cervia, Italy
April 21 - May 1, 2012
Photos by Jon Burkhardt
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Indecent Exposure
 If you’ve ever seen a Peter 
Lynn cherub in the air, you know 
that, well, in the words of one 
passerby in Ocean City, MD, “His 
winky is hanging out!” And that 
wasn’t a problem at April’s Mary-
land International Kite Expo, 
until a mounted police office rode 
across the beach to confront Tim 
Maruszczak. Seems there’d been a 
complaint from a Boardwalk prude 
(hard to believe, given the variety 
of suggestive, raunchy, and X-rated 
T-shirts for sale along Ocean City’s 
beach). But Tim chatted with the 
cop, told him all about the kite’s 
designer, Italy’s Claudio Cappelli, and the kite’s builder, Peter Lynn, 
and the policeman decided that there really wasn’t a problem. 
Good to know that sometimes, the long arm of the law just wants 
to hold onto a kite string.

Jackpot!
 Gamblers who look up from the slot machines at Atlan-
tic City’s new Revel Casino will be greeted by this familiar 
kite.

Whole Lotta Ground Display
 So you think you’ve got a lot of banners? (Yeah, we’re 
talking to you, OzFeathers and WindFeathers.) Then we sug-
gest you bow down in the direction of Fairfax, VA, home of 
Allan Robb. At the Blossom Kite Festival in Washington, DC, 
Allan and his Decorate The Wind team set what may be the 
record for largest ground display. Using 118 poles, they set 
up an ocean of 154 banners, tropical fish, sea turtles, sea 
horses, sea snakes, and birds. We’re just glad to have left 
the National Mall before Allan started looking for helpers to 
remove all those poles from the ground!
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At the Blossom Kite Festival in Washington, DC, your intrepid magazine editor 
ducks for cover as the Rainbow Warriors tear into the rokkaku competition.




