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27th FanØ International
Kitefliers Meeting
FanØ, Denmark
June 16-19, 2011

photos by Gunther Hipp
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T i oma n Poi n t er

Ceewan

Sunderland Int’l
Kite & Friendship Festival
Sunderland , England
July 2-3, 2011

From the mind
of master kite
designers to the
end of your line.
Rise above the
ordinary; fly the
extraordinary!

27th FanØ Int’l
Kitefliers Meeting

Rainbow Ar ch
13’ Flo-Tail D elta

photos by Peter Bindon

Te cmo
R i e l e i t Fo i l 20

To see more Collection Kites
visit our website
www. prem ier k i tes.com
4

Kiting | Autumn 2011

Dorothy Stewart
Autumn 2011 | Kiting

5

Sunderland Int’l
Kite & Friendship Festival

6

Kiting | Autumn 2011

Autumn 2011 | Kiting

7

Gary Engvall
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End of term: 2013

CT-NH-MA-ME-RI-VT-NY

8

It’s hard to believe that summer is
over and we are on the doorstep of the
Wildwood Convention. It was a very active summer in Region One. Look at the
AKA calendar to find upcoming events in
the area this fall.
The sky was full of kites at the
Hammonasset Kite Festival in Madison,
CT. The Newport Kite Festival sponsored
by Kitt Kites earned the name of one of
the best events on the East Coast. Sue
Moskowitz wrote, “Think kite festivals
are waning in popularity? Well, think
again! The Newport Kite Festival was
held July 9-10 at Brenton Point State
Park in beautiful Newport, RI, and what
a success it was! Ron Kitt of Kitt Kites &
Toys did a spectacular job in coordinating family activities alongside the kite
festival. The results were huge crowds
that stuck around for the whole day.
Best thing for them was it was all free!
In hard times like these spare cash is
short for a lot of folks so this proved to
be a great family destination. Saturday
the wind was a bit fickle but Sunday was
superb with steady southwest breezes
allowing for all sorts of demos. Both
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days included sport kite demos by Jackie
Maciel, Doug Coates, Karl Berg, Kurtis
Jones, Scott Weider, Joe Perron, Airplay
pairs (Art St. Pierre and Beth Bowen) and
a host of other fliers. Glenn Davison presented the Running of the Bols and the
rok battles which were hugely popular
with the crowd as were the candy drops
by Ralph Reed. Archie Stewart had a kids
kitemaking tent which was, as always, a
big hit. The single line demos by Randy
the Kiteman and Gary Engvall astounded
the crowd and they were in awe of the
power of Pauly Berard’s play sail. Jon
and Karen Burkhardt graced the skies
with their creations and treated everyone by flying his South China Seas train!
Rob Banks was in attendance flying a
myriad of designer kites including a Ceewan pointer, a pair of Carl Longbottom
doves, and many other beautiful one of
a kind kites. The power kite demos were
also a crowd pleaser with Dan Delpapa
and Paul Lawrence zooming around the
fields. It was great to see the Newport
tradition carry on. Thanks Ron!”
Thanks goes to Sue Moskowitz, Steve
Santos and Bill Coons for their help with
the article.

Hello and hope everybody had a
great summer. Here is some of the happiness in our Region.
Andy Selzer of SJKF sends, “The 26th
Wildwood International Kite Festival this
past Memorial Day weekend saw some
of the best ocean breezes ever. SJKF’s
guests Sam and Cari King from Washington were the best and even helped our
club win the ground display award. With
those steady breezes the Team Rokkaku
battle was a good one, and saw Team
Mona Lisa (Lisa Willoughby and Andrew
Albosta) post
a perfect third
round to take top
honors.
“SJKF’s summer fun flies at
Brigantine got off
to a great start on
Fathers Day. We
had eight members join in on the
fun. They put up
everything they
wanted in the
steady southeast
wind. The beachgoers were busy

Region 2 ~ Northeast
NJ-PA-(lower) NY

Brad Weiner
Williamstown, NJ
856/229-3745
region2@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2013

Region 1 ~ New England

taking pictures and all are looking forward to the next club flies. Please check
your event calendar for upcoming dates.
The AKA convention this year in Wildwood is shaping up to be a great one,
so if you get a chance make plans to
attend. With the many things to do, I’m
looking forward to the Team Rok battle,
it should be a great one.”
Todd Little writes, “Keystone Kiters
held their annual kitemaking retreat
in August. Simon Crafts presented the
Gizmo kite. Look for many of these cellular kites flying at the convention in
Wildwood. The Keystone Kiters will also
be hosting another fun mass ascension at
the convention. This time it’ll be a kite
made from any type of snack packaging.
At NJSKC, Kurtis Jones
answers the Bat Signal.

Region 3 ~ Mid-Atlantic
DC-DE-MD-VA-WV

Will Smoot
Waynesboro VA
540/471-4949
RD3@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2013

Regional reports

This has a lot of possibilities and we look
forward to seeing what everyone comes
up with!”
Joyce Quinn sent this report in:
“Pocono Kite Symphony has been busy.
June saw us atop Big Pocono Mountain
at the Mountain Laurel Festival. Meet
‘n Greets have become a good way to
get noticed. We have received invitations from these events. They love our
big display. We had a request from the
Arts Quest in Bethlehem to set up our
large flag display on July 2 and do a
Meet ‘n Greet at the opening dedication ceremonies at the Steel Stacks for
the Levitt Pavilion on the old Bethlehem
Steel Properties. Then on July 6 we did
a kite build at the Hamilton Elementary
School in Sciota, PA. On July 8 we did
another kite build at Mountainview Park
in Tannersville, PA. The club is coming
into its own.”

Region Three activities for May
through mid-July slowed down, just as
the temperatures started to rise. The 6th
Annual Quetzal Kite Festival was held at
Pleasant Grove Park in Fluvanna County.
There was a small crew flying demonstrations throughout the day that came
in from WOW and RAF. Sound was amply
provided by Terry Murray’s Kitebus Festivals and there were a number of food
vendors with some delicious choices.
The winds were occasionally light but
the clubs were familiar with the conditions and kept a show going pretty much
all day. Afterwards everyone followed
organizer Lawrence Levine to his home
for a delicious cook-out.
June started with the usual First
Sunday fly events in DC, Richmond and
Roanoke. On the weekend of June 1719, RAF hosted the 19th ODSKC competition. Marc Conklin said there were at
least 24 registered fliers and you could
tell that several competitors were trying to lock in their chance to go to the
Grand National competition in September. Saturday night Terry Murray and

What’s new, pussycat?
Laura Stonestreet
at the Quetzal Kite
Festival.
Janis Worth hosted a wonderful outdoor
dinner prepared by Heidi Smoot and
there was an impromptu auction with
donations from Jim Cosca. The individual precision events were run under
the Program Precision format which will
become official for use on 1 August.
Marc conducted a workshop on Friday
night with some ideas for the fliers and
this should really speed up events in the
future.
Jeff King of Wings Over Washington
reported, “Another typical season for
Wings Over Washington! Club members have been travelling to festivals
and events all around the mid-Atlantic
region. Jeff and Joyce’s whale, Mel, suffered some slight damage at Wildwood,
but was fixed right up and was back
in the air at the Rogallo Kite Festival
in Nags Head, NC, in June. The club is
gratified at the numerous invitations
we receive for various events; it shows
interest in kites and kiting from beyond
our own kiting community. Summer
months, as expected, are coming in
with hot weather and low wind days.
Some club members did gather on July
10 at the Washington Monument to fly
with visiting fliers from out of town, and
surprisingly, while it was hot, Mother
Nature delivered some good wind in the
afternoon and a good time was had by
all. As with most years, club members
are looking forward to more events in
September, October, and November when
more favorable kiting weather arrives,
and are particularly looking forward to
this year’s Sunfest in Ocean City, MD, and
AKA National Convention in Wildwood,
back-to-back.”
The first weekend in July was busy
with First Sunday flies, “Stoney” Stonestreet celebrating another year of flying
with a few friends at Dorey Park and
according to Jim Hodges, “the (Canaan Valley State Park) resort was very

pleased with the show that we provided.
Dave Vance said they were happy to see
so many of the kids flying the Frustrationless Flyers this year and glad that we
were able to get a number of kites into
the air. And of course they were happy
to see the large kites being flown. We
did have a great weekend, and the winds
were very good this year. It was great
to see Terry and Will at a festival where
they didn’t have to work and could just
relax. This year’s event was worth it just
for that!”
This report will come out shortly
before convention. Labor Day weekend
many Region Three members will trek to
Region Four for the annual Mile High Kite
Festival put on in conjunction with the
WACKOS club and the highest town east
of the Mississippi, Beech Mountain, NC.
On September 10 the Richmond Washington Regional Sport Kite Competition will
return to Taylor Park in Ashland, VA. If
you have wondered about competing this
is the event for you to try. There is lots
of coaching for Novice fliers including
mentoring by an experienced competitor and pre-comp and post-comp briefings. Several people got their start at
this event and have gone on to Experienced and Masters Class competitions.
Sunfest in Ocean City will run the 22nd
through the 25th, and convention starts
on the 26th in Wildwood. Somewhere in
late September or early October is the
Coyner Springs, Waynesboro, VA, kite
festival, and then in nearby Kill Devil
Hills will be the OBSKC on October 8-9.
This event will probably be run under
the new Program Precision format as it
is one of the first events of the competition season.
If you have an event coming up
please make sure to list it on the free
AKA Event Calendar. I hope to hear from
you if you have any questions, thoughts
or concerns about AKA, and look forward
to seeing you on a kite field somewhere.
Jim Cosca’s gun show at
the Quetzal Kite Festival.

Autumn 2011| Kiting

9

Hello Region Four! Another update
for Kiting, my how time flies.
The last few months in the southeast
have been filled with unseasonably hot,
wet, and dry weather. In other words
it’s been just about normal, just never
when you expect it. As I write this the
weather, as usual, shifted and is currently 30 degrees cooler than the day
before, with long range forecasts in the
triple digits. This usually means fronts
are moving in and all kitefliers know to
start monitoring the weather websites
and TV shows for wind and rain forecasts
to find the right time, and kite, to get
out and paint the skies.
Here in the Carolinas this time of
year can be frustrating inland, with up
and down wind patterns, and gusts to
zero, most of the good winds are out at
the coastlines. As usual kiters are eternal optimists ever hoping to loft their
kites whenever and wherever they can.

Jim Martin dazzles
the locals in Qatar.

10 Kiting | Autumn 2011

quite a few visitors coming to join in.
And new fliers bring their kites to get
pointers on flying. At times it looks like
a mini-festival. In June we attended our
first sport kite competition. We went
to Richmond for the Old Dominion Sport
Kite Competition. We were in no way
up to competing but had a good time
spectating and joining in with RAF.”
Again, there is always a delay
between writing this update, publication, and delivery of Kiting to you. The
convention’s in Wildwood this year, it
won’t be a major trip for some in the
Southeast. If you have never been, I
highly recommend going, if for nothing else, the camaraderie with fellow
kitefliers, and viewing some of the best
kite competitors in the world, makes it a
must attend event.
Make sure to check the Region Four
calendar on the AKA website, and add
any local events so that other kitefliers
can attend. As usual, get out there and
fly, and let the rest of us know. Keep the
wind at your back....

and flying kites.
On a personal note, I’m not sure how it
happened but as spring arrived I found
I was no longer having as much fun
with kiting as I have had in past years.
The thrill was gone. (Gasp!) Not Mister
Incredible! Not Dave Bush! Not the guy
that will talk about kites for hours and
hours and hours on end! I love my kite
friends and I really enjoy hanging out
and chatting it up and I’ve discovered
that the old saying “Keep It Simple
Stupid” really works. That’s why I will
not be running for a second term as
Region Five Director. I have learned so
much about the AKA and how we, as a
group, make things happen. I am honored to have served Region Five for the
last three years. I am honored to have
worked with so many dedicated people
that volunteer their time for the love of
kiting. I am looking forward to meeting
the new Region Five Director and maybe

Region 6 ~ Midwest
IA-IL-IN-MN-WI

Region 5 ~ Great Lakes

Ed Grys
Shawano, WI
715/526-9399
RD6@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2011

Jim Podlasek
Fort Mill, SC
803/548-2698
RD4@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2013

AL-FL-GA-KY-MS-PR-NC-SC-TN

Our local WACKOS world traveller
Jim Martin sends this update on three
of his trips: “I had a good time at the
Berck-sur-mer kite festival (my first,
their 25th!) including participating in
the kite/fireworks extravaganza. Being
inside the safety zone for a big fireworks
show was a dream come true for me;
when not flying things, blowing things up
is an old interest of mine.
“Thanks to the Al Farsi kite team for
letting me help crew the first flight
of their new Mega-kite, it is spectacular.
I was a bit nervous about heading out to
the Middle East the day after the
President announced the death of bin
Laden, but everybody in Qatar took good
care of us and made us very welcome,
and their first festival there was a
lot of fun. Riding a camel across the
desert was also a unique experience,
though I’m not sure the critters had a
deep love for kites. When in the region,
be sure to try the McArabia Chicken
Sandwich.
“I was very fortunate to head off
with family for a non-kite-event trip to
Italy this spring as well, and managed to
work in some flying in Italy and
the Vatican as well.”
From the coast of Carolina, and
Karen Mault: “The Carolina Kite Club has
been having its weekly fun every Sunday
morning at Fort Macon State Park. Some
days the wind is up and some days it’s
down, but we always find something to
fly. Now that summer is here, there are

MI-OH

Dave Bush
Kalamazoo, MI
269/357-4032
RD5@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2011

Region 4 ~ Southeast

This summer has been great. I
enjoyed the Great Lakes Kite Festival in
Grand Haven, MI, this May. The weather
was nice and I always love dumping that
lovely sand out of my shorts pockets
after flying Thor.
Breeze on the Bay in East Tawas, MI,
was so relaxing. At the night fly I flew
until almost midnight. Boy, did I sleep
soundly after that.
Michigan Kitefest was one of only
two competitions that we hold in our region. It was a one and done comp. (Nothing wrong with that.) Next up was the
North Coast Stunt Kite Games, then the
Kites over Branch County competition.
All of the events are scaling back some
because of the economy. (Again, nothing wrong with that.) Event organizers
have worked so hard to keep the events
on the calendar this year. I applaud their
hard work and creativity. They made
great events out of little money. All in
all, it’s been a fine year for kite fliers

flying kites together sometime.
Hello Region Six. Summer is in full
swing and while we got off to a slow,
cold, wet start, recent kiting weather
has been good.
The Kite Society of Wisconsin and
Illinois and Gift of Wings kicked off the
Tour de Kites in Wheaton, IL, in April
with over 900 folks participating in the
Grand Launch. This great event just
keeps growing and growing. The Chicago
Fire Kite Team did a great job of dazzling
Jos and Kaatje Valcke

the crowd.
The Don Jacobs Toyota Family Kite
Festival in Milwaukee was a huge success with the help of Jos and Kaatje
Valcke coming in from Belgium with their
handmade giant kites, along with Yves
Laforest from Montreal. The Chicago
Fire and the Windjammers kicked up
the intensity of the weekend with some
great routines. With the help of Jos,
Donna Schenk rebuilt the original giant
windsock that sat at the bottom of Lake
Michigan for one year and it made its
first flight at the Family Kite Festival.
The Tour moved south to Kenosha for
the 10th anniversary of the Outta Sight
Kite Flight with record number of people
of all ages enjoying the kites and performances.
Two weeks later, the Tour headed
North to Oshkosh for the 10th anniversary
of the Wings on Strings Kite Festival at
the EAA, with popular performances by
the Chicago Fire Kite Team, O2, Fire &
Ice, and the giant kites of Yves Laforest.
While there was little wind on July
3 for the Fireworks Kite Festival, a huge
section of Veterans Park was dedicated
only for kitefliers and everyone had a
great time and had the best seats in the
house for the fireworks.
For more information on the Tour de
Kites, contact Scott Fisher or Jeff Kataoka at www.giftofwings.com. According
to the KSWI, they are now approaching
3000 kids’ kites for 2011 at various kitemaking workshops across Southeastern
Wisconsin. Coming up is the Frank Mots
International Kite Festival in Milwaukee
on September 10-11.
The 7th annual Naperville, IL, Fly
was held on June 5, and drew 2500
people. Despite light winds, most kites
were up most of the day. Chicagokite
and friends performed for this event and
provided kites and kite support including learn-to-fly lessons, fun family flying,
and single-line flying. The Illinois Kite
Enthusiasts wore their red
shirts and were happy to
help anyone with their kites.
Al Matheny of Peoria, has
been working on a kite design he calls the “Flowthru.”
It is a sled kite that flies in
a wide range of conditions,
resists collapsing, and is easy
to build.
The 2nd annual Seafood
Fly was held on June 18 in
Two Rivers, WI, on the beach
with mostly fish kites in the
air and the seafood supplied
by Unique Flying Objects.

Marty Maciejewski
The Shawano, Wi, 5th annual Fun Fly
kite festival was held on June 25 and
was another successful event with good
winds and 137 kids coming out to make
kites donated by Qualheim’s True Value.
Thanks to the 15 kite fliers for coming to
show off their kites and ground displays.
The gathering of kiters after the event
was a highlight and included Jeff and Jen
Kuhn from Omaha who planned a stop on
their vacation for the weekend.
The Wisconsin Kiters’ were again
invited to put on a show at the Wausau
Balloon Rally & Glow on July 9. The balloons launched in the morning and the
wind picked up and made for a great day
of kite flying. The crowds were large,
the club made kites for kids and the day
ended with fireworks.
Preceding the event Mary Poplawski
was featured in the Wausau Daily Herald
as a local kite enthusiast endorsing the
event, publishing kite plans and promoting kite safety. Thank you Mary.
If you want your event reported,
send me the information right after the
event while it is fresh in your mind.
As we enter the fall season, we
anticipate the coming of the AKA convention and the smooth soothing winds
of autumn. Keep looking up and hold on
tight!
Over Shawano, only
one of these flying
objects has a string.

Autumn 2011 | Kiting 11

12 Kiting | Autumn 2011

Since my last report the Region
has had quite a few local events and,
of course, the Junction Kitemakers’
Retreat. Once a bona fide Southwest
Summer kicks in, it’s not only too hot to
spend much time outside, but it’s also
too calm to count on kiting!
The early summer hosted kiting
events in Ruidoso, NM; Lake Somerville,
TX; the TrinityFest in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area; kiting at the Dragon Boat
festival in Irving, TX, and Junction. Continue to check and double check the AKA
calendar on line for events which are
being held not only in your area but also
in areas in which you may be traveling.
After a marathon term of over ten
years, I remind everyone that I’ll be returning to the status of Regular Kiteflier
once my present term expires.
As you know, the 2011 AKA Convention will be help in Wildwood. Plan to be
there! In the meantime… keep looking
up!
Region Nine is right in the wind
window of its busiest season right now,
and things are hoppin’. The Rockaway
Kite Festival was a busy event with kiters
coming from up and down the coast and
as far away as New Jersey! Rockaway
is a charming little city on the Oregon
Coast and we had a big crowd of tourists and kiters coming together to enjoy
the great weather on Saturday. Sunday
we awoke to rain and while we hoped it
would burn out, it decided to stay steady
and so we all played around like ducks
before calling it a day. We look forward

to next year!
The Southern Oregon Kite Festival
was a fantastic event this year! We were
joined this year by the King family who
shared their incredible single line creations with thousands of dedicated fans.
I say dedicated because it is normal to

Steve Lingenfelter

AR-LA-NM-OK-TX

Spencer Watson at Rockaway.

have the field lined with chairs five deep
during the weekend. But to have it lined
in chairs in the steady rain was incredible! Seriously, the rain never dampened
anyone’s spirits or their desire to join in
the fun at Brookings! Saturday it rained
lightly throughout the day, Sunday we
were given a break about noon and we
all enjoyed the opportunity to dry things
out and really put on a great show. The
Bay Area Sundowners, iQuad, Team Too
Much Fun, Oregon’s own Gary MacEachern, David and Susan Gomberg, and
Ray Hertz at Rockaway.

Region 10 ~ Northwest
AK - WA

Greetings Region Ten! Fall is here
and there is still a lot of kiting to be had
before 2011 comes to an end. Please
remember to go to the AKA website and
check the Calendar for events happening throughout our thirteen Regions,
especially if you find yourself traveling
and have an opportunity to check out a

festival outside the Pacific Northwest!
Next up is Whidbey Island Festival
September 24-25. Then off to Wildwood
for the AKA National Convention. The
second weekend in October is the One
Sky One World Fun Fly hosted by the
World Kite Museum in Long Beach, WA.
Hope to see you there!
We certainly got off to a slow
start for the summer events, weather
wise. Ocean Shores in June had a great
turnout. Lots of action up and down
the beach. There were 18 sport kite
competitors in 14 disciplines, single
line displays and demos throughout the
weekend. Thank you to Andy and Brenda
Sias of Ocean Shores Kites for putting
together a great show! In July we saw
fantastic weather for the Westport
Windriders Festival at Grayland Beach.

The Westport Windriders fill the sky.
Four flying fields spread up and down the
beach, all full every time I looked! Big
kites, invited flyer Ron Gibian, sport kite
competition and a handcrafted competition field. Huge kudos go to Marla Miller
for organizing and delegating to pull this
together. No wonder the Windriders were
voted Club of the Year for 2010! Volunteers step up to the challenge and get it
done! It’s no small task to organize and
set up four fields and make sure everything runs smoothly from one end of the
beach to the other. Plenty for the public
to ooh and aah about. I was pleased that
so many asked questions! I handed out at
least 75 back issues of Kiting to anyone
who was interested, and urged them
to check out WSIKF, in August at Long
Beach.
Have fun flying!
Ah, La Niña. You have brought
Northern California welcome rains and
a cool summer. Unfortunately, you also
caused the Bay Area Sport Kite League
to cancel two of their scheduled events
this spring. The globe may be warming,
but this year you brought record snowfall, cool summer temperatures and light
winds. Come back any time.

Region 11 ~ N. California
Northern CA-NV

John Gillespie
Larkspur, CA
415/927-7430
RD11@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2012

many others entertained and amazed the
wonderful people at Brookings. There
are some amazing young fliers developing and it is so exciting to see them
growing up before our eyes. Ben Lummas is going to be one to watch, folks.
October 8-9 takes us to the Lincoln
City Fall Kite Festival. The theme this
year is Rockin’ the Rokkaku and we are
looking forward to a great festival. I am
looking forward to seeing you all there
for a great event as Lincoln City pulls out
all the stops to put on a crowd pleasing
event.
Lincoln City has been pretty busy
as a matter of fact. All summer long the
Northwest Winds Kite Shop has been
bringing in fliers to fill the sky with
kites and visit with tourists and new
fliers coming into Lincoln City. I made
the drive over to spend two wonderful
days playing on the beach and ended up
meeting some new fliers and giving some
lessons there. A great reminder of how
most of us started and why we all love
kiting so much!
The Bear Lake Kite Festival was
planned for April 25 in Montpelier, ID.
Due to the snowmelt and a rising lake
there left a narrow beach to fly on and
very little wind did not help. However
people showed up and hung in there to
be rewarded with a steady wind in the
later afternoon. Dean Turnblom has suggested a later date this year for another
festival with the hopes that the lake will
be a bit lower. Either way, the place
looks absolutely beautiful and I would
love to make it to an event there. Keep
your ears open for more information on
upcoming dates there.
Looking forward to seeing great kites
and great friends soon.

Theresa Norelius
Vancouver, WA
360/695-9646
RD10@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2012

Blake Pelton’s
Geopointer.

Region 8 ~ South Central

ID-MT-OR

Steve Lingenfelter

Linda Larkey reports, “The
Kansas City Kite Club had a busy spring
and summer. The suburb of Spring Hill,
KS asked the KCKC to fly in their great
town in May. In July the KCKC joined the
Great Midwest Balloon Festival for the
event’s second year. Unfortunately for
the balloonist, the weekend’s wind conditions were not favorable for balloons,
but they were pretty decent for kites.
The Midwest is looking forward to the
end of the summer with Callaway Kite
Flight in Nebraska. Next January 13-15,
2012, we are looking forward to our
second year for the Upper Midwest Area
Kitemakers Event in West Des Moines, IA,
when Martin Blais will be presenting a
dolphin windsock.
There’s plenty of news from Colorado, courtesy of Robin McCracken. “This
year, I have had more inquiries from
organizations asking for us to assist them
with kite events. The Second Wind Fund
for teen suicide prevention was referred
to us by Amy Doran, when they inquired
about Connor’s availability. This was in a
small location, but our kiters were able
to help with some displays of different
kites and demos.
“A housing development in Highlands
Ranch offered gift cards as an incentive
to fly in a small park in their neighborhood. It turned into “Meet Blake Pelton
Day” for the Rocky Mountain Kite Association. Blake flew a snowflake (first one
he made and flew since the Starbucks
commercial last year), giant parafoil,
and a big Geopointer he made, while the
kids assembled the Frustrationless sleds.
Everyone was pretty stoked!

Region 9 ~ Intermountain
Amy “Mousie” Doran
Bend, OR
509/529-9171
RD9@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2012

Kevin Bayless
Taylorsville, UT
801/433-7932
RD7@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2011

CO-KS-MO-ND-NE-SD-UT-WY

“We have three monthly club flies.
We added Stapleton’s Central Park to the
list for the first Sunday. The second Sunday monthly fly has been at Sandstone
Ranch Park in Longmont. The fourth
Sunday monthly we fly at Clement Park,
near the Columbine Memorial. We are
trying to form a club in Colorado Springs.
Some of us will commute from Denver to
Memorial Park or another field there. Any
kiters in that area please contact me or
visit www.rmka.info for details.”

Gayle Woodul
Marble Falls, TX
830/598-2414
RD8@aka.kite.org
End of term: 2011

Region 7 ~ Great Plains

BASKL held three sport kite competitions
this spring at Baylands (April), Crissy
Field (May) and Martinez (June).
Attendance at these events has been
dwindling. Next year the club plans on
providing even more outreach programs
to bring in new fliers. These competitions are great opportunities to meet
experienced fliers in the area (even better than watching videos!)
The San Ramon Art and Wind Festival was held the last weekend of May.
Former Region Eleven Director Brian
Champie performs yeoman service in
coordinating all the logistics, including
lining up kitefliers from the West Coast,
working with the City to provide accommodations, getting the field set up, and
feeding the kitefliers on Sunday night.
Arnold Stellema once again kept the
crowd informed throughout the two day
festival, Aaron Champie kept the tunes
flowing, Jim Strealy kept the candy
dropping, and Teams Too Much Fun and
AirZone (in all their permutations), Alex
Herzog, Toby Arndt, Jim and Lynn Foster,
and Penny Lingenfelter kept the crowds
entertained. A contingent from Weigang
flew their beautiful art kites, including a
dragon kite that flew beautifully in the
flukey San Ramon winds. The Berkeley
Kite Wranglers
managed to get
a large
purple octopus
to fly briefly.
The San
Francisco International High
School invited
BASKL members
to come to their
school to give a
presentation on
kites in May. The
students at the
school are recent immigrants
from around
Banners at
the world. A
Mountain House.
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Region 12 ~ Southwest

Ben Dantonio
Spring Valley CA
619/750-8770
RD12@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2012

Southern CA-AZ-HI

On my last writing I was in China,
waiting for the train to Weifang. It was
both fun and sad; fun in the sense that
the people were great, sad that besides
just flying I was there to see the problem
with knockoff kites first hand. Folks, it’s
knocking on our door and if we don’t
make some changes things will get nothing but worse. I will be speaking about
this problem at convention this year.
From the huge crowds and grass fields
of Weifang I was off to the hot sands of
Doha, Qatar, where once again I got to
do my part in creating magic for some
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Benny’s travels: the Forbidden City.
goes on with the help of a huge amount
of volunteers who give of themselves.
All the Rev fliers work hard to make my
job easy and that lets me play more.
Wildwood is just Wildwood: the fields are
huge, the wind seems to like me most
times, the crowds love us.
On to one of my favorite places:
Lincoln City. The beaches are small, the
wind can be great or awful or anything
in between, and the weather is whatever

The Wranglers wrangling.
presentation to two classes by John
Gillespie and John Quitugua included an
indoor demonstration. Two days later,
the students went on a field trip by bus
to Crissy Field, where the sky was filled
with small single line kites flown by the
students. Several bols
provided by Francisco and Judith Navarro
also proved very popular.
The 5th Annual Mountain House Kite
Festival (and Fun Run) was held in June.
This festival is located in the valley
just below Altamont Pass, notable for
the number of wind turbines that dot
the hillsides. And the winds came. The
Berkeley Kite Wranglers managed to
stack several inflatable kites to entertain
the local crowd. Team AirZone flew some
ballet routines, and helped decorate the
festival with ground displays.
Watch for the Northern California
Kite Club’s annual campout announcement this fall. Last year, the campout
was rained out, just as our friend La Niña
was arriving.

Region 13 ~ International

Benny’s travels:
would you buy
a used oil well
from this man?

Benny’s travels: I don’t know
where I’m going, but there’s
no point being late.
sport is so great.
From the heat of the desert I found
myself on the shores of one of the Great
Lakes for play time in Grand Haven,
where the folks from Mackinac Kites
bring in nothing but the best each year.
Gomberg and his crew covered the big
stuff, Chicago Fire had the dual-line covered, and iQuad just did what they do
the world over and brought the wow factor. Each year this event just gets better
and the people seem to really love the
kites, and my lesson field is always busy
Next up was the beach at Wildwood.
Beatrix Pelton makes sure the show

Benny’s travels: taking it
to the streets in Doha.

it wants, but I don’t care because I love
that place and the people who make the
trip to be there. Each year I
pack up my bags and find myself
on a great coastline with some
really good friends doing what
I love to do with like-minded
folks. If I had to pick just one
event Lincoln City would be in
the running, and this year was
great because we had wind that
was perfect so all the single
line guys and gals painted the
sky. Add iQuad and Island Quad
to the mix and it’s showtime!
I’d like to thank Northwest
Winds for all they do for the
fliers day after day and all they
do for kiting as a whole.

Linda Sanders
P. O. Box 758
Willunga SA 5172 AUSTRALIA
(+61) 885-562696
RD13@aka.kite.org
End of Term: 2012

really special desert nomads. As always
when I’m with Team Gomberg my job
becomes more of “oh my” rather than
“I need a break” because these guys are
always at work making and helping the
show. When they are around I can work
a bit less because they put on a heck of
a show. Doha was hot and beautiful, and
we helped kiting put its foot in another
door where people got to see why this

Here we are, the Rest of the World!
My contact is region13@aka.kite.org if
you’d like to comment, ask, or say hi!
AKA CONVENTION, Wildwood NJ —
Confirmed from Region Thirteen we have
four attendees so far. Maybe we’ll set
up a Region Thirteen sub-Convention?
Fun Days are Wednesday’s “Best Kite
Hat”, Thursday’s “Best Kite Tie” and Friday’s “Best piece of Kite Jewelry”. Hope
you get this before you leave!
CANADA — Windy Hills Kite Folks kite
club, Lethbridge, Alberta, are keenly
busy offering kite classroom workshops.
Check out their
stunning banner, and contact
angelsinthecoulees@shaw.
ca if your school
could benefit.
Ray Bethell’s
travel schedule
gets busier as he
gets older — 28
days in Europe,
flying every day
including Berck,
Cervia, Venice,
then back to Parksville, BC, and Long
Beach in August. Who said retirement is
boring? Kathy Goodwind reports Parksville held its May Kitemaking Seminar
in the Community Centre, hosted by
Wayne and Jennifer Pattison. Kathy said
Vancouver Island reminded her of New

Zealand, while Dianne O’Brien added
some sparkle with a kite hairstyle!
From Sharon Musto, “The 7th annual
Windscape Kite Festival (Swift Current, SK)) was again a huge success.
Emphasis on wind! Canada’s pool of
talented kite builders and fliers was
well represented, and the guest list
from south of the border and overseas
was also impressive.”
AUSTRALIA — AnneMarie and Phil
McConnachie have trekked across the
U.S. in a gas-guzzling trailer (according to Ray Bethell) before heading to
South America. Wonder where they
are now!? Kevin Sanders joined South
Africa’s Keith Mould, France’s Pierre
Fabre, Germany’s Rolf Zimmermann,
Dianne O’Brien is clearly issuing
Thailand’s Ron and Baew Spaulding,
a challenge to iQuad.
plus many others for kite activities in
Bandah Aceh and Sabang Island as part
kiteflier (had been living in UK) Bruno
of the Indonesian Kite Festival season.
Kopferschmitt, who passed away in May.
Seems that rain and heat featured each
ISRAEL — Shula Shavit shares her
day, plus some interesting coffee. Trevor “best dressed kite flier” tips after noticReeves won the Kitebuilders Forum
ing my own rainbow-coloured sneakers.
“Kitebuilder of the Year” Award, and
Match your shoes, to your hat, and of
joins previous winners Cliff Quinn, Dave
course, the kite!

Shula Shavit’s fashion sense seems very spotty.
Ellis, Barry Ogletree and Simon Crafts on
the honour roll.
SWITZERLAND — Olivier Reymond attended Dieppe, Canada, kite festival and
told of a “Super Heroes” banner competition. In June, Olivier organised an
event in Lausanne as an homage to Swiss

CHINA — Jerry King would have
sent photos from the Pangandaran Kite
Festival (Art Kites Indonesia) in July, but
sadly, lost his camera in Weifang.
ARGENTINA — This proud father,
Gustavo di Si, introduces his 12-year-old
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son in this multiple-kite
flying video http://alturl.com/mnpdv. “Old
dog, new tricks” anyone?
UNITED KINGDOM —
(former Australians) Godfrey and Karen Gamble
are “both well and still
making and flying kites
and banners.” Trevor
and Hilary Hughes will be
at Convention, looking
for inspiration and a new
banner. In July, a world
kite flying attempt,
“Painting the Sky Colours” aimed at promoting “No More Violence Against Children,” prompted Roy
Martin and some of the White Horse Kite Fliers to loft a
few of theirs in West Sussex. (I sent husband, Kevin, out
to fly ours while I worked on housework!)
NEW ZEALAND — Malcolm Hubbert of Auckland
wrote (from Fiji), “thanks for your concern about the
earthquakes”, while Jim Nicholls of Christchurch sent
his photo of “earthquake plus four minutes” to reassure
everyone that New Zealand still has safe areas.
ROMANIA — Brand new kite event for 2012, “Black
Sea Kite Festival”, with organisers seeking fliers worldwide. Check the AKA Calendar to find more.
New project: any kitefliers’ wives (or kitefliers!) who
love to scrapbook? Current question is “where to find
suitable kite stickers?” Anyone with answers, e-mail me.
Until next time, less talk… more fly!
Kevin Sanders and the
Sabang Island dancers.

Four minutes after
the Christchurch
earthquake, Jim
Nicholls was back in
the sky.

Jim Nicholls
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The Sporting Life
Making Precision Fun Again

Y

our AKA Sport Kite Committee is
takes up 60% of the total competition
pleased to announce the introductime! Cutting the time required to
tion of a new “old” precision format.
complete precision disciplines makes it
Program Precision takes what worked in
easier for event coordinators to set up
the old “league-style” precision and uses their schedule and allow for adjustments
the simplified precision figures of today
for conditions. For judging panels, who
to create an exciting and more compact
are usually made up of competitors (who
form of precision competition. Program
are there to compete, not “work”), it
Precision will be an option for AKA-sancmeans less time on the field and more
tioned competitions starting immediately. time to practice, socialize, or just relax.
Here are the basics: competitors will fly Competitors get to fly an exciting format
three pre-selected figures as components that tests their skills, but removes the
of an encompassing 1-4 minute non-musi- boredom that often accompanies precical routine. The figures
are selected by the Chief
Judge and are required
to be posted in the order
they are to be flown at
least 30 days in advance 
of the competition.
When the flier takes the
field, they begin their
routine by calling “IN”.
Throughout the course of
the routine, as the flier
begins each figure, they
will call “IN” again, and
“OUT” as they complete
the figure. At the end of
the routine, the competitor will call “OUT”.
Judges are required to
quickly score each figure
as it is completed, then
judge the routine as a
whole once it is completed. The Program
format is only used for
Marc Conklin gets with the program.
individual dual- or multiline precision, and only
for the Experienced and Masters classes.
sion events. With proper announcing,
Scoring for the format is the same as
Program Precision can also provide us
the current standard format; each figure with a format that we can use to educate
counts for 20% of the total score, 40% of
spectators how to appreciate the skill
the total score comes from the Execution involved in specific elements of sport kite
and Choreography scores for the routine. flying, an opportunity that is lost in music
The new format provides several benefits events.
for event organizers, competitors, and
Program Precision is a challenging
field staff, the most prominent being
format to fly and judge. Competitors are
time. Under the standard precision
required to craft a routine that creates
format, it takes roughly 11 minutes per
a flow between the figures for a cohecompetitor to complete an individual
sive whole. The time for the competitor
precision discipline. Program Precision
passes very quickly as they “squeeze in”
takes only 5 minutes per competitor,
all three figures within the 1-4 minute
creating a huge savings. If a competilimit. This is especially challenging in
tion offers all of the outdoor disciplines,
multi-line, where some of the more
precision represents 32% of the scheduled complex figures can take a significant
disciplines. However, when comparing
amount of time to complete. Judging the
the time, the standard precision format
format requires the judge to make quick

by Marc Conklin
decisions for scoring of the individual
figures so that they don’t miss the other
content within the routine. We tested
the Program Precision format at three
competitions in the last year, and found
there were a few ways to make things
easier for the judges. It was suggested
that judges limit their initial scores for
each individual figure to a 0 – 10 scale
rather than 1 – 100. This prompts the
judge to make a quicker decision on the
overall quality of the figure. At the end
of the routine, judges could either add
a number to the single
digit score to further
define the quality of the
figure, or leave it as is
for the scorekeeper to
add a 0 to comply with
the 0-100 score required
by the rules. We also
found that it helps for
the competitor and the
field director to work
together to make sure
the judges are best prepared to score each figure. Competitors were
encouraged to warn the
field director when they
were about to call “IN”
for each figure, which
the field director would
convey to the judges by
raising their hand, then
dropping the hand when
the competitor calls
“IN”. In the end, Program Precision presents
challenges to both the
competitor and the judging panel, but we
found that none of those challenges were
particularly difficult to overcome, and
everyone at those test events agreed that
the time saved by the new format heavily
outweighed any negatives.
The 2011-2012 season will be an
exciting one! We’ll see immediate wide
adoption of the format in East Coast
events (as that’s where all the testing
was done), and everyone involved will
benefit. Event coordinators will have an
easier time managing scheduling, spectators will have a fast-moving format that
offers the opportunity for some actual
education on what we’re doing out there,
and judges and competitors will have
more time to do what we’re all there for
in the first place: have fun! k
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AKA Directory
american kitefliers
association

Mel Hickman, Executive Director
Mailing: PO Box 22365, Portland, OR 97269
Phone/Fax: 609/755-KITE (5483)
Web: www.aka.kite.org
E-mail: xd@aka.kite.org

officers and
executive committee

Barbara Meyer, President
Osseo, MN
763/424-2571
president@aka.kite.org
Marla Miller, First Vice President
Tacoma, WA
253/752-7051
vp1@aka.kite.org
Linda Sanders, Second Vice President
Willunga, SA Australia
(+61) 885-562696
vp2@aka.kite.org
Cliff Quinn, Treasurer
Coopersburg, PA
610/965-5607
treasurer@aka.kite.org
James Patten, Secretary
Davenport, IA
563/650-4143
secretary@aka.kite.org
Bob Kelly, Director at Large
Elmhurst, IL
dal3@aka.kite.org
Mike Dallmer, Director at Large
Philadelphia, PA
215/722-4092 dal5@aka.kite.org

aka committees
education & public service
Web/Internet Outreach
Kite Records
Education
National Kite Month

John Gillespie 415/927-7430
Jim Martin Jr. 704/535-4696
Glenn Davison 781/359-3421
Brad Weiner 856/229-3745

festivals / competitions
Fighter Kites
Kitemaking
Sport Kites
Kite Art

Sharon Champie 707/545-6737
Peter Ross 810/225-0346
Ann Vondriska 708/423-8329
Rob Cembalest 512/554-5933

administration
Ways & Means
Contract Services
Safety & Insurance
By-laws
Archives & Records
Elections
Nominations

Cliff Quinn 610/965-5607
Gayle Woodul 830/598-2414
Jerry McGuire 513/831-8379
Ted Manekin 716/639-7679
Mel Hickman 800/252-2550
Jerry McGuire 513/831-8379
Kathy Brinnehl 630/271-0765

promotion & membership

Membership
Renewal and Retention
International
Industry Liaison
Club Liaison
Merchandising

Linda Sanders (+61) 885-562696
Mel Hickman 800/252-2550
Linda Sanders (+61) 885-562696
Will Smoot 540/471-4949
Todd Little 717/975-2852
Amy Doran 509/529-9171

annual meeting
Convention Mike Dallmer 215/722-4092
Fly Market Ron Lindner 636/677-3029
Mass Ascensions Al Sparling 630/369-9682

Glenn Davison, Director at Large
Boston, MA
781/359-3421 dal6@aka.kite.org

convention management
Maggie Vohs, Convention Manager
Cameo Management Solutions, Inc.
P.O. Box 410, Otis, OR 97368
Phone: 541/994-4252
Fax: 541/994-3332
Web: www.cameomanagement.com
E-mail: convention@aka.kite.org

KITING magazine

Phil Broder, Editor
904 Bayview Road, Rio Grande, NJ 08242
609/465-6575
E-mail: kiting.ed@aka.kite.org
Kiting is published quarterly by the American Kitefliers
Association and distributed free to members. Please
contact the editor for information on submissions,
advertising, and deadlines.

Winter issue deadline: October 15
Spring issue deadline: January 15
Summer issue deadline: April 15
Autumn issue deadline: July 15
Send address changes to
UpdateAKA@aka.kite.org

Founded in 1964 by Robert M. Ingraham, the American Kitefliers Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating the public in the
art, history, technology, and practice of building and flying kites.
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The President’s Page
T

he AKA offices have moved to Portland, OR, from Walla Walla,
WA. Yes, it is true, now our executive director, Mel Hickman,
will be closer to the action. Rumor has it that he will be attending more festivals, and even pulling out the sewing machine
for workshops such as the Oregon Kitemakers Retreat. The new
phone number is 609/755-KITE (5483). Office hours are 10 am to 3
pm Pacific Time, Monday through Friday. Otherwise, leave a message or send an e-mail, we’ll get back to you real soon.
Our association’s strength is in our membership. Each and
every person brings talents and energy to benefit all. Unfortunately, our membership numbers continue to drop. Do you know
a kiter that is no longer an AKA member? Isn’t it time to encourage them to come back? Remind them of everything they are
missing: four issues of Kiting a year, a fabulous members only
section of the website including digital archives of past issues,
the Club House where you can find contact information of other
members, sanctioning for events, information about upcoming
festival and workshops through regular e-mails from regional directors, and more. As a thank you to all our continuing members,
there will be a membership promotion during convention week.
Renew that week either while you are at convention, via mail or
online and receive a special thank you. All details will be sent
out via e-mail that week. No e-mail, send in a check for an early
renewal and be surprised. Stay tuned!
A full moon, reflective
What is your favorite festival to attend each year? Is it WSIKF
kites, and le President
or Dieppe? Maybe MIKE/MASKC or Sun Fest? For many of us it is
du AKA at the Dieppe
the annual gathering known as Convention. Elsewhere in this
vol du nuit.
issue you will read about all the great challenges, workshops and
competition planned for the last week of September in Wildwood, NJ. It’s not too late to register and join in the fun. Best
of all is the chance to meet with fellow fliers from around the
world, as each shares experiences and favorite kites. Oh, and
the great items in the auction. See you there.		
Need a new membership card? Maybe you washed yours by
mistake? Now it is simple to print out a new one. Simply go to the website, log in, go to your profile, and request a new one via
e-mail. A few seconds later one will arrive in your inbox to be printed out. No
internet access, call the office.
Fiscal year 2011 closed at the end of August. Again, we have managed to finish the year in the black. Some of
the donations we received this year
that helped to keep us profitable
will not happen again. 2012 will be
difficult if membership numbers
don’t turn around. Seriously, we
need more members. Sign up your
family and friends to be part of the
world’s best and largest kite association. Together we will remain
strong, and vital.
As this year closes, I’d like to
thank all the volunteers that helped
to keep our association strong, es“Easier than a
pecially the members of the board
Board meeting”:
of directors. Your messages, calls
Barbara takes
and e-mails, have been appreciated
the morning off
and enjoyed. Thanks for allowing
from the Dieppe
me to be your president in 2011.
International Kite
Festival to tackle
the TreeGo Moncton ropes course.

Barbara Meyer
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Merchant Members
ALASKA

Northwind Kites
320 W. Fifth Ave, #156
Anchorage, AK 99501
888/291-4386
www.alaskites.com

ARKANSAS

Arkansas Air Museum
4290 S. School Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72701
479/521-4947
www.arkairmuseum.org
KaleidoKites
1-C Spring Street
Eureka Springs, AR 72632
888/836-6251
kaleidokites@hotmail.com

CALIFORNIA

Candy & Kites
1415 Coast Highway
PO Box 8,
Bodega Bay, CA 94923
707/875-3777
www.candyandkites.com
Farmer’s Kites
1108 Front Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442
805/772-0133
shaunfarmer@msn.com
Harbor Wind and Kite Company
1575 Spinnaker Drive #102
Ventura, CA 93001
805/654-0900
www.harborwindkite.com
Highline Kites Of Berkeley
6809 Del Monte Avenue
Richmond View, CA 94805
510/235-5483
www.HighLineKites.com
Into The Blue
11101 S.R. 1
Pt. Reyes Station, CA 94956
415/663-1147
www.into-theblue.com

Wind & Fun Kites
13300 E. Hwy. 20
Clear Oaks, CA 95423
707/998-0105
www.windandfunkites.com

Play With The Wind
17933 Williamsburg Drive
Granger, IN 46530
574/315-6231
playwind@comcast.net

Third Coast Kite and Hobby
2158 Scenic Highway
Frankfort, MI 49635
231/349-1905
www.thirdcoastkites.com

COLORADO

Windsongs
Riverside Market
Michigan City, IN 46360
219/874-5864
kitesnflags@yahoo.com

MISSOURI

Into The Wind
1408 Pearl Street
Boulder, CO 80302
800/541-0314
www.intothewind.com
Rocky Mountain Ag
5668 E. Hwy 160
Monte Vista, CO 81144
719/852-3241
bug@amigo.net
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Prairie Wind Kite Company
207 Cimarron Drive
Roseglen, ND 58775
701/743-4500

Burlesque Kites
1670 Limeport Pike
Coopersburg, PA 18036
610/965-0867
www.kitesonconsignment.com

Breeze Catchers
5428 S. 185th Street
Omaha, NE 68135
402/895-2331
www.breezecatchers.net

OHIO

Cleveland Costume
18489 Pearl Road
Strongsville, OH 44136
www.clevelandcostume.com

Grandmaster Kites
216 W. Third Street, P. O. Box 276
Mifflinville, PA 18631
570/759-3167
www.grandmasterkites.com

FLORIDA

Wind Heaven
10939 East Harry
Wichita, KS 67207
877/604-WIND
www.windheaven.com

Picture Pretty Kites
6512 N. 44th St
Omaha, NE 68112
402/333-0322
www.pictureprettykites.com

What’s Up
4500 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440/247-4222
judy@kitesonaroll.com

KitesRUs
1482 River Road
New Hope, PA 18938
866/548-WIND
www.kitesrus.com

MAINE

NEVADA

Oklahoma

Kite Studio
5555 Hamilton Blvd.
Wescosville, PA 18106
610/395-3560
www.kitebuilder.com

Kites Incorporated
611 Ponte Vedra Lakes Bl. #2001
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904/268-7600
www.kitesinc.com
KiteStop.com Online Store
www.kitestop.com
Lighten Up Kites
348 S. Park Ave
Winter Park, FL 32789
407/644-3528
www.facebook.com/lightenupkites
Windworks Inc.
13009 Village Blvd
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
727/320-9463
www.floridawindworks.com
Zephyr Kites
www.zephyrkites.com

GEORGIA

IDAHO

Wind Wizard
771 Myrna Drive
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
805/271-4747
www.windwizard.com

NEBRASKA

NORTH DAKOTA

B and C Creations
215 Kerrick Road
Shillington, PA 19607
610/796-1830
www.bandccreations.com

Kansas Kite Connection
1806 16th Street
Great Bend, KS 67530-4110
316/793-6164

Kite Flite Of San Diego
Seaport Village
San Diego, CA 92101
619/234-KITE
www.kiteflitesd.com

Sport Kites International
Yorba Linda, CA 92886
714/970-2833
danrime@hotmail.com

Anemizo Aerodynes
5745 S. Hwy 43
Joplin, MO 64804
417/483-7016

Kitty Hawk Kites
PO Box 1839
Nags Head, NC 27959
877-359-8447
www.kittyhawk.com

PENNSYLVANIA

Air Affairs
107 Chelsea Road
Hatboro, PA 19040
215/672-1470

KANSAS

HobbyTown USA
840 E.W. Barrett Pkwy NW #650
Kennesaw, GA 30144
770/426-8800
www.hobbytown.com/gaken

San Francisco Kite Company
Pier 41, Fisherman’s Wharf
San Francisco, CA 94133
415/291-8770
www.sfkites.com

Midwest Kites
3566 Heatherton Drive
Davenport, IA 52804
563/823-8337
www.midwestkites.com

Flying High With Charon
5633 Carlton Drive
St. Louis, MO 63049
636/376-6055
charon56@sbcglobal.net

Kites Unlimited - Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Station Shopping Center
PO Box 2278
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
252/247-7011
www.kites-birdstuff.com

Phantom Star Design
2818 SE 23rd Dr #C-3
Lincoln City, OR 97367
541/994-5812
www.phantomstarkites.com

Sky Scraper Kites
3198 N. Speer Blvd.
Denver, CO 80211
303/893-2933
jpa@earthnet.net

The Kite Lounge
1075 Space Park Way #10
Mountain View, CA 94043
650/335-5436
www.thekitelounge.com

Second Wind
N. 1805 Hwy 1
Bodega Bay, CA, 94923
707/875-WIND
www.secondwindfun.com

IOWA

Merchants in BOLD sell Kiting!

Sunrise Kites
460 Cleveland Street
Idaho Falls, ID 83401
208/524-5551
sunrisekites@cableone.net

ILLINOIS

Air Play Sports
115 E. 3rd Street
Sterling, IL 61081
815/564-2787
Chicago Kite/Kite Harbor
5445 N. Harlem
Chicago, IL 60656
773/467-1428
www.chicagokite.com
Windfall Farm
6370 US Hwy 20 West
Galena, IL 61036-6041
815/776-9075
www.velocity-sports.com

INDIANA

Imperial Kites
www.imperialkites.com

Cricket’s Corner
41 Shore Road
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207/646-2262
www.cricketscornertoys.com

MARYLAND

The Kite Loft
511 Boardwalk
Ocean City, MD 21842
410/289-7855
www.kiteloft.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Blue Hill Observatory
Topo of Great Blue HIll Observatory Road
Milton, MA 02186
617/696-0562
www.bluehill.org
Sea Side Kites
293 Nantasket Avenue
Hull, MA 02045
781/925-3277
www.SeaSideKites.com

MICHIGAN

Air-Fun Kites
167 S. Hancock Street
Pentwater, MI 49449
888/AIR-FUN1
www.air-fun.com
Kite Kraft
618 S. Main
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
989/652-3607
www.kitekraft.net
Kiteman Jack’s
Newman Street at The Pier
East Tawas, MI 48730
989/362-4615
kitemanjacks@aol.com
Kites & Fun Things
1049 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170
734/454-3760
www.skyburner.com

Windpower Sports
3111 S. Valley View #A-1116
Las Vegas, NV 89102
702/220-4340
www.windpowersports.com

NEW JERSEY
Air Circus
1114 Boardwalk
Ocean City, NJ 08226
609/399-9343
Cobra Kites
2608 Rt. 37E
Toms River, NJ 08753
732/270-2112
www.cobrakites.com

NEW MEXICO

WeCree8 Kites
2314 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, NM 88345
575/257-5575
www.ruidosokitefestival.com

NEW YORK

Kites In The Sky
www.kitesinthesky.net

OREGON

Above It All Kites
19 Broadway
Seaside, OR 97138
503/738-3333
Elmer’s Flag & Banner, Kites Too!
1332 NE Broadway
Portland, OR 97232
800/547-8795
www.kitestoo.com
Gomberg Kite Productions Int’l.
P.O. Box 113
Neotsu, OR 97364
541/996-3083
www.gombergkites.com
High Mountain Kites
1157 SW 32nd Ct.
Redmond, OR 97756
541/420-9949
www.highmountainkites.com

Kichi Kites
81 Old Town Road
Peru, NY 12972
518/643-9881
www.kichikites.com

Inland Kites
499 Willamette Street
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541/476-8299
inland@budget.net

The Unlimited Sky
19 Cedar Drive
Miller Place, NY 11764
631/871-2020
www.theunlimitedsky.com

kitelife.com
1236 N. Killingsworth Street, #3
Portland, OR 97217
503/890-0280
www.kitelife.com

NORTH CAROLINA

Koffee ‘N Kites
315 First Street SE
Bandon, OR 97411
541/347-3480

Flying Smiles Kites
Corolla Town Center
Corolla, NC 27927
252/453-8442
www.flyingsmileskites.com
Home Toys Company
4818 Winford Road
Greensboro, NC 27407
336/420-2032
www.hometoysco.com

Northwest Winds - Lincoln City
130 SE Hwy 101
Lincoln City, OR 97368
541/994-1004
www.NWWinds.biz
Northwest Winds - Seaside
19 Broadway
Seaside, OR 97138
541/994-1004
www.NWWinds.biz

Rascal Kites
PO Box 1493
Lansdale, PA 19446
215/527-4930
www.rascalkites.com

Rhode Island
Bikes & Kites
82 Purgatory Road
Middletown, RI 02642
401/619-4110
www.bikes-kites.com

Kitt Kites
478 Thames Street
Naragansett, RI 02882
401/726-1626
www.kittkites.com
Narragansett Flags and Kites
909 Boston Neck Road
Narragansett, RI 02882
401/782-0318
www.riflags.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
Dyna Kite Corp
5628A Amboy Avenue
North Charleston, SC 29406
843/744-6410
larry@dynakite.com
Kites Fly’n Hi
The Rainbow Market
40 N. Market Street
Charleston, SC 29401
843/577-3529

Tennessee

Flags and Kites
3846 Shores Road
Murfreesboro, TN 37128
615-896-7201
www.flagsandkites.com

TEXAS

About Kites
11615 Sagevale Lane
Houston, TX 77089
713/305-6777
about-kites@earthlink.net
B & S Kites
2812 Padre Blvd., Ste. B
South Padre Island, TX 78597
956/761-1248
www.bskites.com
Big Mike’s Kites
8851 CR 946
Celina, TX 75009
214/406-7852
www.bigmikeskites.com
Buck-N-Blue Outdoors
PO Box 2121
Alvin, TX 77512-2121
713/393-1100
www.jbrau.com/bnb-01.html
Family Fun Kites
16430 FM 156 South
Justin, TX 76247
817/360-2720
www.familyfunkites.com
G&Z International
11424 Chairman Drive
Dallas, TX 75243
214/342-1900
www.gzintlinc.com
New Tech Kites
7208 McNeil Drive, #207
Austin, TX 78729
512/250-0485
www.newtechkites.com
Pat ‘n Eddie’z
8804 Colonial Drive
Austin, TX 78758
512/837-4371
www.patneddiez.com
Windchasers Kites
1514 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX 78597
956/761-7028
www.kiteshop.com

Utah

Breakin’ Wind
50 West Center
Cedar City, UT 84720
435/586-8851
www.breakinwindonline.com

VIRGINIA

Hang-em High Fabrics
1420 Yale Avenue
Richmond, VA 23224
804/233-6155
www.citystar.com/
hang-em-high
It’s A Breeze Specialties
8221 Little Florida Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
804/779-0183
www.itsabreez.com
Jackite, Inc.
2868 W. Landing Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
877/522-5483
www.jackite.com
Life’s A Breeze Kites
2125 Staples Mill Road
Richmond, VA 23230
804/405-4515
duty@mindspring.com

WASHINGTON

Above It All Kites
Long Beach, WA 98631
360/642-3541
www.aboveitallkites.com
Big Kid Kites
14236 142nd Avenue NE
Renton, WA 98059
206/713-2366
www.bigkidkites.com
Cutting Edge KItes
676 Ocean Shores Blvd. NW
Ocean Shores, WA 98569
360/289-0667
www.cuttingedgekites.com
Fincher’s Aire Force
2901-3 Perry Avenue
Bremerton, WA 98310
360/692-0149
topkite@hotmail.com
Gasworks Park Kite Shop
3420 Stone Way North
Seattle, WA 98103
206/633-4780
www.goodwindkites.com
Go-Bent Recumbent Bikes
1111 Walla Walla Avenue
Wenatchee, WA 98801
509/667-7777
www.gobentbikes.com

Franklin, WI 53132
414/425-8002
www.giftofwings.com
Unique Flying Objects
2022 Washington Street
Two Rivers, WI 54241
866/UFO-4FUN
www.uniqueflyingobjects.com

WYOMING

Have Kite Will Fly
2141 Essex
Casper, WY 82604
307/472-0753

AUSTRALIA

Kitepower Queensland
2/10 -22 Hornibrook Esplanade,
Clontarf
Queensland Australia 4019
(+61) 7 3284 1186
www.kitepower.com.au/catalog/
index.html
Kitepower Australia 3
302 Grand Parade
Sans Souci
Sydney, NSW 2219
(+61) 2 9529 6894
Kitepower Australia
386 La Trobe Tce
Geelong VIC 3220
(+61) 3 5229 5899

Goodwinds.com
2816 Old Hwy 99 S Road, Suite #4
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360/588-4785
www.goodwinds.com

OzFeathers
P. O. Box 758,
Willunga, SA 5172
(+61) 8 8556 2681
www.ozfeathers.com.au

Great Winds Kite Company
312 N. 83rd Street
Seattle, WA 98103
www.greatwinds.com

CANADA

Hi-Flyers
55 Main Street
Pacific Beach, WA 98571
360/276-8377
hi-flyers@coastaccess.com
Ocean Shores Kites
172 W. Chance A La Mer
Ocean Shores, WA 98569
360/289-4103
oceanshoreskites@techline.com

Aerosport - NB
439 Vanier St. E
Dieppe, NB E1A 6X3
Canada
506/854-4042
Alexander Graham Bell Museum
559 Chebucto Street, PO Box 280
Baddeck, NS B0E 1B0
902/295-1643
www.facebook.com/alexandergrahambellmuseum

Boreal Kites/Gothic Design
45960 Sparta Line
Saint Thomas, ON N5P 3S8
519/775-2527
eric@gothicdesign.ca
Great Canadian Kite Company
4517 Harvest Green
Taber, AB T1G 1A1
877/382-3956
www.canadiankitecompany.com
Le Gite Du Cerf Volant
935 Rte De La Seigneurie
Saint-Roch-des-Aulnaies
PQ G0R 4E0
418/354-2182
www.legiteducerfvolant.ca
The Kite Guys
2420 Morris Crescent
Airdrie, AB T4A 2B8
www.kiteguys.ca

JAPAN

AGAIN
Joyfull Tsurumai 1F
3-14-16 Chiyoda Naka Ku
Nagoya, Achi 460-0012
(+81) 52-339-3830
www.agagas.co.jp/again

NETHERLANDS
Bults.Biz_KAP.com
Broek 2a
Holthees 5824AC
(+31) 478-636707
www.KAPshop.com

SCOTLAND

Gentles Limited
11 Corbiehill Avenue
Edinburgh, EH4 5DT
(+44) 131-3365472
sales@gentles.ltd.uk

United Kingdom
Kiteworld UK
6 Cottage Grove
Clacton-on-Sea
Essex CO16 8DQ
United Kingdom
www.kiteworld.co.uk

Pizazz Kiteworks
PO Box 266
Coupeville, WA 98239
360/678-6266
www.pizazzkites.com
The Kite Shoppe
866/ROK-KAKU
www.thekiteshoppe.com

WISCONSIN

Aerial Stunt Kites®
121 Wrigley Drive
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262/249-0631
www.askites.com
Fish Creek Kite Company
3903 Highway 42
Fish Creek, WI 54212
920/868-3769
www.fishcreekkites.com
Gift of Wings
1500 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414/273-5483
www.giftofwings.com
Gift of Wings
9955 W. Saint Martins Road

See you at the Convention in Wildwood!
And watch the tram car!
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Empty Spaces in The Sky
Stephen Bates
1951-2011

We have another empty place in
the team of fliers. Stephen was a sport
kite flier, competitor, and judge. He
helped to found and fly on Team Invisible Wind in the 1990s. They flew as a
Master level team, competing in the
Northwest, at AKA Grand Nationals, and
World Cup. Stephen was a master level
judge. Precision was his specialty, not
just as a flyer but also as a judge. He
flew individual and team, and helped to
get indoor flying going in the Northwest
by getting access to a gym for Portland
fliers. Stephen was a great friend and
had a very good sense of humor. You
would see Stephen on the field with his
constant companion, Sam the dog. We
will miss him and what he brought to
kiting.
Eric Forsberg

Charlie Henderson
1927-2011

Charlie Henderson of Decatur,
GA, passed away in June. Charlie was
84. Charlie was married to Christine
Henderson who attended many National
Conventions and other kiting events
with him and supported him as the Regional Director for Region Four until her
death 17 years ago. After Chris died,
Charlie continued to attend kite functions. You might remember him for his
Charlie’s Pocket Winders, as the gentleman from Georgia who loved conversation, or the person who loved kites and
kite people.
When I first met Charlie I was
courting his daughter and invited him
and Chris over to my house for dinner.
He was looking through my books and
he spotted a kite book and said, “Oh,
you like kites too!” That love of kites
as well as my love of his
daughter cemented our
relationship for the past
35 years. Charlie attended over 20 Smithsonian
Kite Festivals and over
20 AKA Conventions. In
2010 we put up several
kites at his retirement
home in Decatur, and he
thoroughly enjoyed talking to people about his
kites. I attended a few
conventions with Charlie
and he seemed to know
everyone and everyone
seemed to know him. He
encouraged me to keep
active in kiting and to

teach his two granddaughters how to
make and fly kites. I saw him encourage
others too. His encouragement helped
others to bigger achievements, including people like Bobby Stanfield.
I remember when Charlie returned
from a National Convention and he
learned how to do a long line launch.
When I suggested that he run to launch
a kite he exclaimed, “Let me tell you
something, Charlie don’t run with a
kite!” Several years later when friends
and I were looking for a name for our
rokkaku team we decided on Charlie
Don’t Run.
Charlie was proud of the winders he
made, he was proud of the kite friends
he made, and he was proud of his son,
his daughter, his son-in-law and mostly
his granddaughters.
Chuck Holmes

$5000 To Japan

The AKA’s relief efforts for Japan produced more than $5000 in donations, as well
as 1200 kites for Japanese children. This response came from the stricken nation:
We are very pleased to hear that AKA members are willing to help out not only
for the kite friends in Japan, but also other Japanese people who need help in this
situation. Your donation is very helpful for all people in Japan including us. We really
appreciate your warm consideration. Thank you very much.
Luckily, the damage at our Kite museum is not that bad comparing to the devastated situation in Northern part of Japan. Our damage is nothing after seeing the
damage in the Tohoku area. We can manage our kite museum repairing cost on our
end, and I would rather use your donation to help other people in Northern part of
Japan who really need money at this point, if you allow us to do that.
Kesenuma town which was wiped out completely after Tsunami hosted a kite
festival in February. Who expected to have such a disaster 19 days after the kite festival.... There are many kite flyers living in Miyagi prefecture before the earthquake
and tsunami. However, after this disaster, there is no more kite festivals or kite
flying days sadly. There is no kites up in the sky unless there is peace on the ground
in the society. We cannot enjoy flying kites under this situation in Northern part of
Japan.
We really hope that the current situation in Northern part of Japan moves
forward positively and people there start having a better life soon. Please understand the current situation in Japan and please allow us to send your donation to the
people in north who really need help now urgently.
									

Best regards,

									
									
									

Japan Kite Association
President
Masaaki Modegi

All donors to the relief fund were entered in a drawing for several generously donated prizes. Robin Haas won a Jon Burkhardt original, and Bernard Fourniere won a
Barbara Meyer creation. Dave and Diane Butler donated a miniature and a handpainted kite, won by Takako Barresi and Ed Grys, respectively. Debbie and Carl Fitzgerald
and Marine Rizika won subscriptions to kitelife.com, and Holly Timm will be flying on
new Rev handles donated by Ben Dantonio.

AKA News
New Phone And Address

After serving us faithfully for more
than 15 years, the AKA 800 number
(800/252-2550) is now a thing of the
past. In the last few years, the ratio of
meaningful calls to wrong numbers has
steadily declined. Medicare/Medicaid
Michigan’s number is 800/292-2550 and
we are getting numerous calls about
assistance checks and prescriptions and
medical bills. AMTRAK has 800/525-2550
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and, no, we cannot tell you what track
the next train leaving Grand Central
Station is on. The new phone number is
609/755-KITE (5483).
AKA Headquarters have also
changed, leaving Walla Walla, WA, for
the Rose City, Portland, OR. The new
mailing address is PO Box 22365,
Portland, OR, 97269.
If you’re making changes — address,
phone, e-mail, etc. — just send an e-

mail to updateAKA@aka.kite.org. This
ensures that your changes are made in
all the AKA’s databases (Web, membership, and magazine) so you’ll continue
to receive your copy of Kiting at the
correct address, you’ll be able to log
into the KiteTalk Forum, and mailings
like ballots will continue to find you.
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Voices From The Vault
Steve Brockett

by Patti Gibbons

I

nternationally known visual artist
Steve Brockett’s creative experimentations and affinity for flight drew him
into kiting in the 1980s. Exchanging
easels for kite lines, he relocated the
artist’s studio skyward and forged the
early years of his career in a somewhat
untraditional path. Making a name for
himself as an accomplished kite artist,
Steve explored kiting and integrated
kites into his work for nearly two decades before taking to the sky himself
to experiment with aerial photography.
Steve’s art colors the kiting world and
his kite art is a beautiful part of his
life’s larger body of work. Born on the
ground, soul in the sky, Steve’s work
blends the earth and the sky.
Like many people, Steve first
encountered kites in his youth. Born
in the United Kingdom at the dawn
of the 1960s, a classmate’s blue and
yellow diamond kite captivated sixyear-old Steve. After school a small
group of youngsters gathered at their
local park and flew the curious new toy.
“I remember nipping into a corner store to buy extra rolls of
cotton string to add on to it” and the eager pack watched “the
line go higher and higher until the string broke.” Desperate
kids hopped “around people’s back gardens trying to get the
kite back.” The cheer was fleeting but deep-rooted memories
endured.
Steve didn’t reconnect with kiting until his early adulthood, but when he did, kiting came to him gift-wrapped.
Shortly after leaving art school in the early 1980s, his girlfriend
gave him the David Pelham book, The Penguin Book of Kites.
Leafing through, he was awed by the diversity of kites, and
particularly taken by delicate Chinese and Japanese kite designs. As an artist, Steve painted for a number of years and had
become restless. Looking for a new creative medium, and titillated by fresh ideas, Steve saw endless creative potential with

kitemaking. Pelham book in hand, kitemaking was the next
step in Steve’s artistic career. As a person who enjoys building
things, kitemaking was a pull rather than a push.
The sky has long tugged at Steve and kiting was a “natural progression from pretty much a lifelong interest in flying
things.” In his art, even before kiting, windswept themes and
imagery played important roles in his work. For Steve, metaphorically, wind is a statement of change, a symbol of chance,
and an emblem of fate. Adopting kites into his artwork allowed
him to interact directly with the wind and connected him with
an environment that was felt rather than simply viewed. At
the core, his kites are interactive pieces of art that he puts in
the sky to be seen in motion rather than regarded by gallery
goers on flat walls. “Kites are structural forms, surfaces that
you can decorate, but they are also moving, living things when
they are flying. I never wanted to separate any of those out.”
As with all exacting makers, pride in the
Several chatty kitefliers let the tape
spin and recorded their memories and
thoughts about kites, kitefliers, and
the great big sky for the World Kite
Museum’s oral history archive project. Interested in telling your stories?
Would you like to hear what other fliers say? Got time to interview special
people in your local clubs or friends in
far away places? Feel free to contact
the Museum if you’d like to learn more
about the oral history tapes. Contact
us at info@worldkitemuseum.com.
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overall product
and underlying
form are inseparable and Steve
devoted himself
to learning the
exacting craft of
kitemaking.
Steve tinkered
with kitemaking
on his own for
about five years
before meeting
other kitemakers and went from being self-taught to tapping
into an international do-it-yourself knowledge base. Early on
Steve super-sized his kites and crafted massive twenty-five-foot
fliers.
Strongly
influenced by Chinese
kitemaking traditions,
Steve silkscreened
and painted images
on bamboo-framed
cotton kites. Although
magnificent, large
kites didn’t ship well
and as he began to
travel, smaller kite
styles caught his eye.
Looking back, practicality prompted Steve
to adjust his scale
and as he focused
on creating steadier
fliers, he swapped
traditional materials
like bamboo reeds
for modern parts
such as carbon spars.
Later, in his second
act, Steve’s designs
focused on paper
collage-inspired kites
that delighted the
eye and framed the
sky.
Ever-evolving and
never static, Steve’s art is now stringless and since 2006 he has focused his
creative pursuits on aerial photography.
As a paragliding pilot, Steve took to
the air, reversing his perspective. Now
aloft, Steve works from above to capture beauty as seen from the sky. His
photography captures patterned lines,
earthy dimples, and long-drawn shadows. Influenced and greatly aided by his
successful kitemaking career, Steve the
artist keeps his work fresh and is enjoying a new creative chapter. k
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Kite Plan
W

hy, after not having made a kite for over twenty five years
did I return to kite design and building as my primary passion in life? (In 1985 I had kite designs published in Kite Lines
Magazine and also in Maxwell Eden’s book The Magnificent
Book of Kites.) I guess one of the obvious answers is that my
retirement has provided the time necessary to design and build
these unique kites, but that’s really only part of it. Looking
back I realize it was another kite innovator who rekindled my
interest in kites. His name was Lincoln Chan.
While cleaning up my basement I ran across a scrap of paper torn from the Kite Flyer publication of Oakland, CA, dated
May 1985 bearing a hand drawn sketch and brief description on
building a modified rokkaku design by Lincoln Chan of Honolulu. It’s likely back then my interest was captured by the two
point bridled aspect of this particular rokkaku kite. Some internet research revealed that during his lifetime Lincoln Chan
had created many modifications to the traditional rokkaku kite
and this design was one of them.
This sketch remained on my desk for a period of months
being shuffled back and forth, here and there. One day I
picked it up, studied it again and decided to go ahead and
build it. At that time my interests were directed elsewhere so
I thought it would provide a welcome respite from the work at
hand.

Ron Petralito’s KOI 4 Sheeter
A fairy tale ending would be to say this kite — designed
by a deceased master, retrieved from the very bottom of a
long forgotten duffel bag and built from aged wooden dowels
— flew wonderfully and I was at peace with all the kite gods
from my past. But that was not to be. The truth is the kite as
drawn had lost something in translation and it didn’t fly worth
a damn.
That event started me on a quest to find out why and
along the way I immersed myself in the world of kite designing
and building once again. For the next two years this interest
evolved into the development of a simple kite building system
that I now call the KOI Kite Building Technique.
The plans presented here are the result of my recent exploration into the use of 11”x17” coated colored paper in sail
design. As its name suggests the KOI 4 Sheeter is made from
four sheets of paper utilizing the KOI kite building technique.
With few exceptions this kite building system puts all the tape,
fasteners and fittings only on the back side of the kite.
This design uses all of the paper involved and with the
addition of tape, some snap swivels, a metal ring and wooden
dowels the kite is complete. I hope you will find this an interesting way to build a 28”x42” kite that can be assembled in
the morning and flown in the afternoon.

Ron Petralito with some of his KOI technique kites, made
of readily-available materials. Learn more at his workshop
at the AKA Convention in Wildwood in September.
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Materials List
4 sheets of 11”x17” white or colored paper 24#
(FedEx Office store sells individual sheets)
2 1½”x1½” squares of white or colored paper
(card stock if available)
1 ¼” wooden dowel, 42¼” long
1 ¼” wooden dowel, 27⅜” long
2 3/16” wooden dowels 8½” long
(or ⅛”dia. bamboo skewers 8½” long)
1 can of clear lacquer spray
(preferably semi-gloss but gloss will also work)
1 2” Scotch “Moving and Storage – Long Lasting” (LL) tape roll
(1.88” x 38.2 yds.)
1 2” Scotch “Shipping” Reinforced Strapping (RS) tape roll
(2” x 360”)
1 approx. ¾” diameter metal key ring
1 approx. ½” diameter 4 hole button
1 12’ of approx. 30# kite line
5 #5 brass snap swivels

Photo 1. Fold the tape with the firmly attached square around
to the back side of the sail (taped side) as in Photo 2, and
lightly fasten the overhanging tape in place as in Photo 3.
Then firmly attach the second piece of 1½” x 3½” RS tape
on the front of the sail (non-taped side) placing it over the first
piece crisscrossing the fibers as shown in Photo 4. Turn the
sail over as in Photo 5. Fold that tape tightly around the edge
and press it firmly onto the existing tape. Repeat the above
process with the two remaining strips of 1½” x 3½” tape, thus
doubling the layers in each direction. Next draw a curved line
from opposite corners, as in Photo 6. The final step is to pry
up the tape edges overhanging the square paper and cut along
the line (Photo 7), thus completing this spar pocket. Repeat
the above instructions to make the second spar pocket. (I
believe this spar pocket detail is one of the most significant

Tools Required
1 Sheet of 100 - 120 grit sandpaper
1 Scissors
1 Utility knife
1 Metal yard stick
1 Ball point pen and pencil
1 12” ruler
1 Push pin or awl (to punch holes)
1 Rectangular pink eraser
(to back up the paper when punching holes)
1 Roll of masking or blue painters tape
(to temporarily hold paper in place while taping)
The wooden dowels and the paper need to be prepared
before assembly begins. Dowels need to be sanded and given
two coats of lacquer spray and the four sheets of 11”x17” paper also need to receive two medium-light coats of lacquer on
each side. If you spray to heavily the paper may become too
brittle. Always spray only in a well ventilated area. Lacquer
dries very quickly and this should not take long. I like spraying out on the lawn if the conditions are right and the grass is
totally dry.
NOTE: In all cases this sail will be assembled by carefully
aligning the paper edges, temporarily attaching them to the
work surface and fastening them together with the 2” Scotch
Long Lasting (LL) tape. (This is a very good tape for kite building with paper.) Also note that the sheets #1 & #3, and #2 &
#4 are the same colors.
Creating the four triangles that comprise the complete
sail. Place the four sheets of paper on the work surface and
fasten each set using LL tape as shown in Figures 1 and 2.
Then cut along the lines as indicated. It is important that these
cuts be made straight and accurately. Reassemble the resulting triangles according to Figure 3 and fasten them together
according to the taping pattern indicated in Figure 4. Trim all
tape overrun flush with the papers edge.
For ease of handling attach the spar pockets before joining the left and right sides of the sail. See Figure 5 for their
locations. From a sheet of paper (matching the color of sheets
2&4 looks best, but white will do fine) cut two 1½” x 1½”
squares and cover each side with LL tape. Cut four lengths
of Scotch Reinforced Strapping (RS) tape 1½” x 3½”. Adhere
one strip to the front of the sail (non-taped side) 1½” from the
corner and attach one of the 1½” x 1½” squares as shown in

The KOI 4 Sheeter
improvements I have made on my kites in the past year. It’s
simple, easy to build and works every time, as long as you
keep the angle of the corner between 45° and 90°).
To create each tail reinforcements area place two strips
of 2” wide RS tape each lining up with the corner and each
perpendicular to one edge (Figure 5 and Photo 8). Cut off the
point ¼” up from the end and punch a hole (with a push pin
or awl) all the way through the layers ⅜” up from the cut off
edge. Then install a #5 snap swivel through this hole. It will
remain on the kite as an easy tail attachment point. Do this
for each side of the sail.
Carefully align the left and right side of the sail and temporarily fasten them to the work surface. Place the final piece
of 2” LL tape over the joint between these two sides, press
firmly and trim both ends (Figure 5).
Attach the 8½” stiffeners on the back side over the joints
between Sheets #1 & 2 and #3 & 4 using ½” by 2” RS tape (Figure 5). (Note: When installing tape over dowels it is important
to always to use something thin to tuck the tape around its
circumference, on each side, before attaching it to the sail. I
like using the end of a thin plastic ruler to do this.)
To complete the sail, attach the metal ring with two ¼” x
1½” strips of RS tape in an X configuration 5½” down from the
nose at a 45° angle to the lines of the spine and spar (Photo
9). This is so the spine and spar can pass through the ring easily (Figure 6). Cover this tape with two additional RS strips ¾”
x 2” (Photo 9).
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Next place two 1” squares each comprised of two crisscrossed layers of RS tape at each bridle point location Figure
5. (Optional: If a third tail attachment point is desired an additional RS crosshatch tail reinforcement area can be located
on the sail at the base of the spine (Photo 10).
To attach the spine to the sail, begin by placing the 27⅜”
spine through the metal ring and align one end with the nose
of the sail and attach it in three places using 1”x 2” RS tape.
The first attachment point (1) is centered over the bridle
point at the nose of the kite, second (2) is where the sail color
changes along the spine, and third (3) is ¼” above the end of
the spine (Figure 6). (Note: The spine will not extend to the
bottom of the sail to leave some room to attach another snap






































Expanded diagrams
on the Kiting+ page
of www.aka.kite.org!













































28 Kiting | Autumn 2011











swivel for a possible third tail.)
To create the bow line, install the spar in the spar pockets
and mark a spot on each pocket in line with the spar and
⅜” in from the edge. Remove

the spar. Punch holes in each
of the spar pockets at these
marks by first inserting the
eraser into the pocket. Fasten one snap swivel through
one of these holes. Attach
the line to another snap
swivel and fasten it to the
other spar pocket through its

hole (Photo 11). Run the open
end of the line through diagonal holes in the button and on
through the snap swivel on the
opposite spar pocket. Return
that line to the button and
tie it firmly there through one

of the remaining holes (Photo
12).
Finally, punch holes on
each side of the spine through
the 1” square crisscrossed






























RS tape placed at the two bridle points. From the front side
(non-taped side) of the kite tie each end of a 72” length of
30# kite line onto the spine through these holes (Figure 6). An
adjustable tow point can be made from a 6” loop of line and a
Prussik knot.
For additional possibilities in color patterns you may even
use two sheets of 8½”x11” paper taped along the 11” edge to
create the 11”x17” sheets used in making the sail. It might
also be fun to make this kite with papers that have designs
printed on them using a color copier or even hand painted.
The KOI 4 Sheeter kite can be stored, along with its spar,
in a 4”x48” cardboard shipping tube purchased from the
FedEx Office store. Remove the spar and carefully roll the
sail up (it will be easier
the second time) from

one spar pocket to the
other. Roll this so the
spine is on the inside.
Place a loosely fitting

rubber band around the
sail and place it, along
with the spar, in the
tube. Making sure both
plastic ends are securely
 in place. On occasion I
have even pop-riveted
the bottoms cover to the
cardboard roll to assure
it will not come loose.
Kite making and

flying should be fun so
keep that in mind as you
build this kite. I find the
reward in making and
flying a kite you build

yourself is endless. So
enjoy! k
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KOI 4 Sheeter photo 1

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 2

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 3

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 4

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 5

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 6

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 9

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 11

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 10

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 12

Ron Petralito teaching at last winter’s
Maryland Kite Society Retreat.

KOI 4 Sheeter photo 7
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KOI 4 Sheeter photo 8
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KAPtions

by Jim Powers

Hacking Canons

G

etting a camera up on a kite line just got a lot easier.
The focus of this article is on a neat camera utility called
CHDK. See FAST START in the reference section below for the
steps to get going quickly with KAP and CHDK. But first a bit of
background.
Ever since photographers and kitefliers tried to put a
camera on a kite to take a picture, the question immediately
comes up of “how to you push the button to trip the camera’s
shutter while up in the air?” This simple requirement for KAP
has generated a fair amount of innovation dating back to the
late 1800s and early 1900s. The early pioneers (Archibald,
Eddy, Hargrave, Lawrence, et al) struggled with how to solve
this basic requirement. Past solutions have included a wide
array of innovative ideas including fuses, mechanical timers,
melting ice cubes, silly putty, electric current passed up the
kite line, electrical servos, infrared signals, cable release activation, hot shoes and built-in camera. In Volume 1 No. 1 of
Aerial Eye, Brooks Leffler published a number of short articles
describing how KAPers in the early 1990s were approaching the question of how to trip the shutters including remote
controlled servos (using RC transmitters) and de-thermalizing
timers!
Innovation
Canon G9 normal menu
continues today,
and is accelerating on a number
of fronts. CHDK
stands for Canon
Hack Development Kit. As the
name implies
this utility is for
Canon brand

tional functionality beyond that currently provided by the native camera firmware. This is where the KAP-related software
gets loaded. CHDK is not a permanent firmware upgrade; you
decide how it is loaded and you can always easily remove it.
Software developers from all over the world work (for free)
in an open source environment to constantly refine and add
features to CHDK/SDM. The power and flexibility of the microprocessors combined with the camera functions opens up many
branches to follow for improvements. Various developers
have made different versions of CHDK. Software developers
use code names like Microfunguy, Fingalo, AllBests, GrAnd and
SDM. A few active KAPers have made major contribution to the
CHDK environment. David (Zeno) Mitchell developed a special
build of CHDK that supports video switching, a utility program
called ACID to detect what version of firmware is installed on
your camera and the advanced ClickPAN-SDM product working
with James Gentles. David Sykes is the main driver behind the
Stereo Data Maker (SDM) variant of CHDK which has gained a
following within the KAP community.
The second KAP component of CHDK is writing simple
software scripts to tell the camera what to do using the CHDK
commands. This is where the fun KAP stuff comes in. The
CHDK scripts are simple (uBasic) program statements that
load from the SD memory cards. Many KAPers write their own
scripts or modify ones posted on the KAP Forum for others to
use freely. An example includes a simple intervalometer to
focus and take a shot every five seconds. What is the main
advantage over a simple R/C servo pushing shutter? The
main advantage is weight savings: no need for the servo/trigger mechanism and flexibility in camera settings. Here are a
few examples of what you can do with CHDK / SDM all while
the camera is suspended in the air by a kite: zoom in and out
(zoom bracket), switch to video and back to stills, take an
exposure bracket, set focus to infinity,
minimize battery drain by turning off
the LCD display, shoot in RAW mode
on low cost cameras that do not support this advance function, shoot stereo with two camera and shoot HDR
images. These are simple commonly
used CHDK KAP functions.
Now for a few of the more advanced areas with KAP and CHDK/
SDM. KAPers have recognized the
need for integration with other de-

cameras (although the concept has been
expanded to other camera manufacturers
also). Digital cameras today come with
small microprocessors and software built
into each camera. The camera vendors
offer upgrades to the camera’s software
(called firmware) to automatically fix bugs
and add new features. The CHDK utility
takes advantage of this upgrade function
Canon G9 CHDK menu
to replace the camera software (in a nondestructive way) with a new user written
software program. The idea is simple at a high-level: take
vices on the KAP rig
control of the camera’s microprocessor and tell the camera
during flight. Sevwhat to do for KAP (e.g., push the shutter button) all autonoeral innovations have
mously with no active control from the ground.
spawned from the
CHDK is a firmware enhancement that operates on a
CHDK/SDM “dna”.
number of Canon point and shoot cameras. The CHDK firmware Cameras using CHDK
gets loaded directly onto special files on the SD storage cards
can be configured to
(where the pictures are stored). The CHDK software gets
detect signals from
loaded into the camera’s memory upon turning on the camera
other controllers
(boot up) either manually or automatically. It provides addion the KAP rig and
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Canon G9 CHDK script menu

Canon S95 normal menu

initiate camera functions.
Two excellent examples
include AuRiCo
and CAMremote
controllers sending signals from
the controller
to the camera

different models). I personally have flown KAP with the Canon
The central spine fitting
A570is, G9 and S95 cameras with many fine pictures and videos
from kites in the air.
To close out this introduction to KAP and CHDK I will leave
you with a few thoughts and references to find additional information on this exciting subject. This article started with the
question: how do you trip the shutter on a camera suspended
in the air by a kite? The article closes with the camera as the
controller, telling the world around it what to do. In just a few
short years, innovation is indeed accelerating within the KAP
community. The Internet has brought
together creative minds in some
interesting ways!

via a USB cable to trigger the shutter and
References
other camera functions. The CHDK uBaFAST START KAP with CHDK. The
sic scripts run on the camera and wait to
following is a quick check list to get
continue execution until a signal is received
you started with CHDK and KAP.
on the camera’s USB port from the external
1. First read the information for
controller.
“CHDK for Dummies”, “SDM Quick
CHDK innovation continues with using
Start” and “Automatic Camera Identhe camera itself as the KAP controller! A
tifier and Downloader (ACID)” for
neat collaboration between Dave Mitchell
Canon S95 CHDK SDM menu
and James Gentles yielded the ClickPANSDM product. The uBasic CHDK/SDM KAP
script sends commands from the camera to the pan and tilt
background information
servos via the Auto Focus (AF) assist lamp (that orange or
for the steps below.
green light that comes on and helps the camera focus in dark
2. Select a camera:
areas). The clickPAN-SDM device is a sensor which is velcroed
CHDK supports many
over the camera AF assist lamp to receive the script instrucCanon Point and Shoot
tions sent as a series of light flashes. Think of this as almost
cameras. See links
Morse code light signals that are decoded to control servo mobelow for online list
Canon S95 CHDK SDH script menu
tion and other
of supported cameras
functions.
(new updates all the
I have been
time).
writing and us3. Download and run the ACID Java application (written by
ing CHDK and
fellow KAPer David Mitchell). Shoot a picture with the camera
SDM uBasic KAP
and drag and drop the picture file from the SD card onto the
scripts for sevACID program window. The ACID program will automatically
eral years. The
determine the correct firmware version of CHDK to download
unique abilities
and install on your computer. You must select what build of
of CHDK/SDM
CHDK (CHDK, SDM or CHDK-DE).
KAP scripts ex4. Load the downloaded CHDK software onto your SD card uspand picture and ing either Card Tricks utility or the SDM installer. See links for
video capability
details
from a kite. For
5. Load existing CHDK or SDM KAP scripts from the KAP forum
those interested, and get familiar with their menus.
I have posted
6. Go fly your kite and attach the camera with a simple Auto
several CHDK/
KAP rig, or even just a simple string!
SDM KAP scripts
7. Start the camera in CHDK mode and start the KAP script
on the KAP
8. Have some fun!
Discussion Forum CHDK for Dummies: http://chdk.wikia.com/wiki/CHDK_for_
(see reference
Dummies
below). CHDK/
SDM Quick Start: http://stereo.jpn.org/eng/sdm/quick.htm
SDM is now a
ACID: http://www.zenoshrdlu.com/acid/acid.html
key requirement
CHDK Wiki: http://chdk.wikia.com/wiki/CHDK
for KAP cameras
SDM: http://stereo.jpn.org/eng/sdm/index.htm
that I consider
KAP Discussion Forum: http://arch.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/
to buy. As disdiscuss/
cussed upfront,
WW KAP CHDK/SDM Scripts: http://arch.ced.berkeley.edu/
CHDK/ SDM is
kap/discuss/comments.php?DiscussionID=1222&page=1#Item_0
primarily associk
ated with Canon
cameras (over 93
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Pack It up
P

acking up your kites for a trip is akin to sending your kids
off to college. You've invested a lot of time and love, and
now you have to send them off, crossing your fingers that
they'll be OK under someone else's care. (On the bright side,
your kites will never blow their book money on binge drinking.)
So what's the best way to pack your kites? Is one bag better
than another? And is anything safe at the airport? Some experts
offered their opinions.
First of all, forget about spars in your carry-on, cautions
David Gomberg. Airline screeners are smarter and much more
conservative than in the past. And the rules are still quite
strict. Odds are that your kite will get confiscated, so better to
just pack it and not take any chances.
For framed kites, nearly every kiteflier owns some manner
of cordura nylon bag. These long skinny bags frequently have
useful pockets on the side for carrying line, winders, straps,
and other accessories. While convenient and tough, they're not
indestructible. The secret is to pack enough kites so that the
spars protect and support each other, advises Gomberg. Don't
leave a single spar extended or squeezed between several line
winders where it will crush or break. And remember to place
lighter or more fragile spars together with stronger ones. For
ultra-fragile rods, consider using a separate PVC spar tube
that you can slide into the bag. Ski bags may be another option. Phil Broder says, “I travel with framed kites a lot. For air
travel, I use a Patagonia ski bag, which has two long pockets
lined with foam, and folds up like a taco. The trick is to pack
it tight! If it's flexible, the baggage gorillas will find a way to
bend it and break it. If it's jam packed, they could probably
step on it without breaking anything inside. (Although the only
thing in that bag that's ever broken was a halo spool, which
was clearly marked "Unbreakable" right on it!) The bag is too
long, but I can fold part of it up so that it comes out to less
than 5'.”
Anglers are familiar with hard-shell rod tubes. One kind,
sometimes called a bazooka, can extend to fit different size
rods. They come in different diameters to hold more or less
fishing rods (or kites). Again, they're not indestructible. Last
winter, Broder's bazooka tube got jammed in a conveyor belt
going onto a cruise ship, which compressed it by nearly two
inches end to end, snapping several kites inside.
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Golf club cases are another option. The hard shell cases
are very tough, airlines are used to handling them, and in
many cases golf clubs fly free. If you're asked, say that the
case has golf clubs in it. Kites are a horse of a different color,
and the airline may decide to hit you with a fee. At least one
veteran kite traveler puts a putter in his case, so that he can
honestly say he's carrying golf clubs. The problem with golf
clubs is that they're targets for thieves. Cliff and Gerry Pennell had their case stolen from a busy airport; it vanished
somewhere after the x-ray machine but before the airline took
custody of it.
Once it's packed, you've got to get it past the airline agent
at the check-in desk. Airlines have three baggage restrictions —
the number of bags, their size, and the weight of each piece.
Limits vary by airline, and also depend on whether you are flying domestic or international. It is important to check the rules
before you pack.
Kevin Sanders notes, “Some airlines are very accommodating with special baggage requirements if you contact them
well before traveling, rather than rolling up to the check-in
counter without warning. The person at check-in will apply the
baggage rules as fairly as possible taking into account all other
travelers within earshot, so they aren't likely to be as flexible
as a traveler might want. But a phone call to the help line a
week or so before to explain what you might be carrying and
to ask for guidance will sometimes yield good results. Once
when attending a children's charity event, I had a generous
baggage concession granted ahead of time, confirmed in an
e-mail from the help line and flagged on the booking system
so that it was clear to the person checking me in.” Gomberg
wrangled a concession from United: a letter allowing all AKA
members to transport their kites free of charge. If you're flying
United, download a copy of the letter from www.gombergkites.com/update/455-UAL.PDF.
Gomberg warns, “Extra fees can be charged whenever you
exceed the size, weight, or number of allowed bags. And when
they charge you, they charge a LOT. One hundred dollars a bag
is not unusual. So avoid extra fees whenever you can.
• Make sure you know the rules. I've been mistakenly asked
for fees several times and had to ‘clarify’ the regulations to
desk staff. This is particularly true of long bags. Ask questions
and don't be too anxious to pay extra fees.
• If several people are traveling together to the same destination, pack all of your long kites together. Better to pay extra
on one bag than to have each person pay extra.
• Don't be afraid to strap several bags together. They will still
only count as one piece. We always travel with strapping tape.
Like the 'force' in Star Wars, it has a light side and a dark side,
and holds the universe together.
• If someone tries to charge you on a return flight, argue that
you weren't charged on the inbound portion. Airlines like to be
consistent.
• Try checking in as a group. Often, staff will be too busy getting everyone taken care of to count bags. You also have the
option of combining bags if you have too many.
• If you go overweight, take something out and carry it on. Go
for the heaviest items, like books and flying line.
• On United international, you are allowed two checked bags
per person, each weighing a maximum of 70 pounds and not

David Gomberg

with contributions by David Gomberg,
Kevin Sanders, Cliff Pennell, and PHil Broder

exceeding 107” in length+height+width. For domestic travel, the limit is
two checked bags, each weighing a maximum of 50 pounds and not exceeding 62” in length+height+width You are also allowed one or two smaller
carry-on pieces.”
Anchors are a challenge when you travel. Metal stakes and tie-downs
are much too
heavy to carry
around, so rely
on straps and
bags. Straps are
Soft kites and spouses can be
versatile and can
easily packed in a large duffel. be tied to anything near the
field. Bags can be filled with sand or dirt and work well for most size
kites. Remember to roll them into the hole the sand came out of. As
a last resort on a crowded field, you may have to actually hold your
kite. That's fine except it means you can only fly one at a time. Consider whether it's cheaper and easier to leave your anchors at home,
and make a quick trip to a local hardware store at your destination to
buy dog stakes or rebar.
Despite everything, things can and will go awry at the airport.
Broder recalls, “Flying on Emirates Airlines (which is generally very
accommodating and luxurious), my kite bag was checked through
quickly at JFK airport in New York, no fees, no hassle. Seven days
later, flying back from India, the exact same bag was deemed oversize, and they socked me for $175. They couldn't or wouldn't tell me
what the size restrictions were, they refused to measure the bag, and
they couldn't explain why the bag was free in one direction but not
in the other. I paid the money since I had to get on the plane, but I
took the names of the check-in agent and her manager, and sent the
airlines VP of Customer Service a very strongly-worded and detailed
letter demanding a refund. Two months later, I got my money back.”
As luggage fees have skyrocketed, shipping has become more
cost competitive. Put your kites into cardboard boxes, add appropriate padding, seal with strapping tape, and call your favorite shipper,
like UPS or FedEx. Heavy and long boxes will cost more to ship, but if
you know that the airline is going to charge you an exorbitant fee you
might still come out ahead. Plus you’ll have the benefits of tracking details on your package, and not having to haul a bulky kite bag
through the crowded airport. If you have kites that don’t break down
for travel, shipping may be your only option.
The bottom line is that there's no single best way to travel with
kites, just like there's no single best kite. Find what works for you,
make modifications, work with rather than against the airline, and if
all else fails, start driving. k
For kites that don’t fold, a large
box may be the only solution.

Autumn 2011 | Kiting

35

From Convention Manager Maggie Vohs:

By the time this issue reaches you, it will be very close to
Convention time! If you haven’t made your plans to attend
the convention in Wildwood, it’s not too late! If you haven’t
registered by the close date of September 15, you may still
register at the door in Wildwood. Think about it... are you
willing to miss the largest gathering of kite enthusiasts in the
nation? Receptions, workshops, field events, raffles, the Kite
Gallery, the Auction and a Fly Market filled with kite vendors!
Weather permitting we will be having our opening welcome
reception outside, and plans are in place to fly the spectacular MegaFlag, the largest kite in the world!
If you have
already registered, you are in for a fabulous week. We are able
to have all events at the Wildwoods Convention Center, including the popular Indoor Fly. Flying fields will be on the beautiful
beaches next to the convention center and most hotels are
within walking distance.
Visit www.wildwoodsnj.com, the official website of the
Wildwoods Convention Center. You can research where to eat,
what the area hotels have to offer
for amenities, maps to the hotels,
fun things to do in Wildwood and
more.
All of the above plus all the kite
friends you haven’t seen for over a
year! Add to that the two banquets,
welcome reception, over thirty workshops and more fun events than you
could ever pack into a week and you
will see why Wildwood is a must attend event! Don’t miss out!
Remember, the most current
schedules for times and events
are online at http://aka.kite.org/
events/convention/next-convention.

Cars on the Beach

The City of Wildwood is allowing
our cars access to their beach from
Cresse Avenue, but there are two
regulations we must follow. First,
you may drive on the beach to unload and load, but you need to drive
off to park. Please do not park on
the beach. Second, to drive on the beach you need a permit
from the Police Department. They’ve asked us to take care of
those all together. If you’d like a beach driving permit, send
your information (name, make of auto, model of auto and
license plate number) to convention@aka.kite.org NO LATER
than September 14. (If you’ll have a rental car, please just
give your name and say “rental car.”)

Art Gallery In The Sky

On Friday afternoon, kite artists, collectors and other fans of
kites as art are again invited to lift their creations into the
Wildwood sky. The Art Kite Fly will begin about 1:30pm. We
hope to demonstrate the amazing range of talented kitemakers
at the convention as well as kites collected from master kitemakers around the world. Festival banners, wind sculptures,
creative ground anchors and other artistic displays are welcome. Join the Kite Art Committee for this spectacular event.
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From Kiting Editor Phil Broder:

Welcome to my backyard! As a Wildwood local, I’m happy to
provide you with any information you need about the area and
the best ways to enjoy Cape May County. My first AKA convention was in Wildwood (1994), and we haven’t been back here
since 1997, when the old convention center was standing and
most of us stayed at the gone-but-not-forgotten Rio Motel.
The new Convention Center has a massive space for indoor
flying, as well as big rooms for workshops and other indoor
functions. From the Boardwalk you’ll have a great view of everything happening on the sand below. And if you want to dip
a toe in the Atlantic (actually, it should still be warm enough
for swimming) start walking, because Wildwood’s beaches are
massive. It’s a long way from the Boardwalk to the water.
While you’re here, try some seafood. Cape May is the
second largest commercial seafood port on the East Coast, and
you can get a lot of fish right off the boat. Sea scallops are a
specialty. And I won’t mention any names here, but I can give
you insider tips for where to find the best seafood, Italian, and
the cheapest gas that you don’t even
have to pump yourself.
If you need to get away from
kites for a bit, try a whale-watching
cruise. Head one island south to
historic Cape May for fascinating
Victorian architecture. Visit both of
the area’s lighthouses (199 steps to
the top of the Cape May Light; wave
at Delaware while you’re up there!)
Enjoy the monarch butterfly migration. And of course, you simply have
to ride the tram car up and down the
Boardwalk.
What else do you want to know?
Send me an e-mail and I’ll do my best
to play the part of concierge. Looking
forward to seeing y’all in my neighborhood soon!

Ground Display Challenge

It’s on again! Can anyone dethrone
Linda Sanders for Best Banner? Will
you challenge What the Duck for
Best Overall Display? Have everything
ready to go at 1pm on Saturday afternoon, and we’ll see who’s
got the flight(less) stuff.

MegaFlag on the MegaBeach

On Saturday, October 1, the Gomberg Kite Productions crew
will be flying the MegaFlag, at 10,400 ft2 the world’s largest
kite. Coming so soon after the 10th anniversary of the 9/11
attacks, it should be quite a show. Bring your red, white, and
blue kites, line laundry, and banners to add to the fun!

s

Doug Coate

Jim Cosca

Ian Willo

ughby

New Jersey Sport Kite Competition
Jersey City, NJ
July 16 - 17, 2011

photos by Andrew Albosta
and Phil Broder

But Wait! There’s More!

It’s not over on Saturday night. Please join us for breakfast and
more kiteflying in Cape May on Sunday, October 2. Cabanas
Beach Bar & Grill will provide the beverages and give kiters
50% on their breakfast menu, and then you can walk across the
street to fly some more. Get some more fun in before you head
to the airport or hit the road.

Andrew Albosta

Lisa Willoughby
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K-Files

Trevor Reeves
Kangaroo Tangram Edo

G

reetings and g’day! My background is in the trade of Fitting and Machining, which I did for 10 years. The people I
worked with at the time found it odd that I was interested in
art. In my late 20’s I left the trade and studied fine art painting and sculpture at RMIT University. I saw it as an extension
of my trade. After my degree I worked as a technical officer in
the art department at Swinburne University TAFE in Melbourne.
When I beSpirited Away
came a father my
priorities changed
so I studied again
and did a post
graduate in teaching. I am currently
a primary school
classroom teacher
at Noble Park Primary School in an
ethnically diverse
part of Melbourne’s
Eastern suburbs.
I currently teach
grade 3-4 (8-10
year olds).
My first
introduction to
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kitemaking was as a child. My father would often take a collection of kites away on the family’s annual holiday to the beach.
He had quite a collection of cotton kites that he had made.
A pivotal memory for me was when he took an expensive silk
scarf from my mother one day without her knowledge and
turned it into a simple diamond kite without cutting the edges
of the scarf, letting them flap around a perimeter tension
line. He intended to give the scarf back to my mother after
the kite was made and flown a few times, so cutting the silk
was out of the question. I was intrigued with the process and
together we took this kite to the park to fly. It flew without
tails and extremely well. The kite was kept hidden in his shed
and I would take it and fly it regularly without his knowledge.
One day I decided to see how high I could get the kite to fly
and changed the flying line to monofilament fishing line of
about 20# strength. I managed to get about 2/3 of the 500 yards
of fishing line out before the line broke and that magnificent
scarf sailed off into the distance. I tried in vain to find it. I
had to explain its loss to my father. He was not happy, and I’m
sure my mother still does not know she is missing a silk scarf. I
made several attempts to make a replica of that kite. Most of
them flew but not quite the same as the one my father made.
Kitemaking really started with a friend who asked me out
flying some of his kites one day. He had stunt kites, a Rev, a
Circoflex, a Flexifoil,
some Deltas and quite
a few pizza boxes full
of fighter kites. All
of these he let me fly.
He soon suggested if
I was interested, that
I could make a stunt
kite for him and one
for myself as it might
be something I would
be interested in doing, as at that time
I was making lots of
hats and doing some
upholstery work. I
was also teaching my
11-year-old daughter
to use a sewing machine, something my
grandmother taught
me as an eight-yearMilly (She Came In Through
old. It seemed like a
The Bathroom Window)
natural extension at
the time.
Ian and I hunted around for plans on the Internet and I
kept coming back to links on kitebuilder.com where there were
often answers to some of the questions I had. We choose a
simple dual-line kite and I read all I could about kite construction. I had lots of questions and found most of the answers
from the friendly community there. The answers were helpful and well thought out. What surprised me was the willingness to help a bloke from the other end of the world. I didn’t
know who some of these people were; they were just names
on a website and often their real names were not used. I was
surprised to find out how respected many of them were in the
kiting community. I feel lucky to have tutorials from some of
the best kitemakers in the world.
I thought I’d end up making two or three kites. Once I
discovered the wide variety of flying creations that colour

Porco Rosso

hour drive to a weekend family reunion in South Australia.
Road trips can be tedious for all concerned and my son spent
a lot of time on the Nintendo DS. In the times when he was
not glued to the DS he spent time observing and drawing his
view from the back seat of the car, whilst his sister sat next to
him and continued to tap away at the screen of her Nintendo.
I guess it’s a father’s love of his son, but I found the picture
touched a part of me on a level that I wasn’t expecting. The
feeling it conveyed of the trip gave me a sense of pride in his
accomplishment. He was pleased
with his work and with pride I
said, “Now wouldn’t that look
good on a kite?” One thing leads
to another and a kite was made
from his drawings. What’s a
father to do when his 10-year-old
believes his drawing can be made
into a kite? A small mock-up was
made for him to transpose his
original image onto. We agreed
that it would be in the shape of
a rok. He set to work studiously
and with some guidance and the
grid method remade his drawing in that configuration. From
that mock up I then made it into a full size cartoon for a kite,
called Back Seat Entertainment.
The latest appliqué kite is based on the theme of the
“Beatles” for Dieppe Kite Festival. I was not happy just replicating an image of the Beatles onto a kite. Again I needed
some stake in the image on the kite that I would want to construct. It is based on some drawings I made of my 14-year-old
daughter. There is about 300 hours work in its construction and
many hours of frustration.
With the use of multi-layered fabric a range of wonderful
colours can be achieved. These kites have helped me to discover a range of colours available in multiple-layered fabric.
I been fortunate enough to travel to several festivals overseas this last six months as a birthday present from my wife for
my 50th year. I owe my family many thanks for their constant
love, support and encouragement. I like to thank those people
whom I met via kitebuilder.com whose encouragement and
expertise kept me interested from afar, and for the award of
the Forum’s
Back Seat Entertainment
“Kitebuilder
of the Year.”
Hope we can
share the
same piece of
sky one day.
k

the sky by creative kite makers, I was hooked. I think I made
about 40 kites in that first 12 months. Delta Conynes, 54 stars,
small Genkis, Gliders, fighter kites, Flowforms, and a range of
inflatables and line laundry.
I work in a diverse community that has 40 different ethnic
backgrounds in a school population of 250. At that time the big
waves of refugees to Australia came from Afghanistan and Sri
Lanka. I soon discovered that these students come from a culture where there is love of kites and kiteflying. Most of these
kids come with very little English. I learnt so much about flying
fighter kites from my nine-year-old students. They had the
benefit of learning English via our common interest. I believe I
did well of the learning exchange.
I tried my hand at appliqué very early on as I could see the
potential for putting images onto kites. Even though I’ve been
making kites for only three years I’ve been painting, drawing,
constructing and making things for as long as I can remember.
The skills I’ve learnt I’ve applied to my kitemaking. But I decided I needed to gain more skills to make the types of images
I was interested in. It was suggested to me that I travel to Sydney for the annual Bondi Festival of the Winds. The guest flyer
that year was John Pollack and I was stunned at the kites he
flew and made. I think I’m lucky to have seen such marvellous
work first hand and close up. In seeing his stunning creations
and what he was doing gave me the impetus to want to put
more of my own work on kite skins. I won Members’ Choice at
the event that year.
The next few kites were Myasaki animé themed kites. The
reason was the strength of the composition and image Myasaki
uses. Part way through the first kite in the Myasaki series I
discovered the work of William Farber. I searched around for a
copy of his book as it would be a good reference for the type
of work I was undertaking. I discovered he resides in Sydney. I
gave the phone number a ring and purchased a copy of Painting with Light and Air direct from him. I rang back and asked
for some clarification about some of the techniques he used.
The use of back lighting was the missing link to what I was
trying to achieve by making appliqué kites. This first kite reflects a lot of what I learnt from his book and
George’s original sketch
applied many of his ideas to make it. Ripstop
lends itself to backlighting and making the
use of this factor increases the range of the
palette the kitemaker has at his disposal.
Wonderful things come from strange places. Inspiration comes from family! I had been
working on a number of images for the next
image to put on a kite. I hadn’t been happy
with many of them. I feel the need to make
images that I had an intellectual stake in, so
they become part of my experience rather
than borrowed. The artwork for the next kite
was inspired by my son! The family did a six
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North Coast Stunt Kite Games
Maumee Bay, OH
July 15 - 17, 2011
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photos by David Hartley
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26 th Wildwoods Int’l Kite Festival

Curtis Mitch

ell

Ben Hugge

tt’s CouCo

Wildwood , NJ
May 27 - 30, 2011

u

Rev Riders
Normand Girard and
Andre Bernard

Melanie
Koenig’s
Black W
idow qu
adline

James Ricco
bono
explains his
rokkaku
to kitemakin
g judge
Mike Mosman
.
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26 th Berkeley Kite Festival
Berkeley, CA
July 30 - 31, 2011

photos by David Gomberg

Jay Knerr
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Acadia Incroyable!

by PHil Broder

A

ugust was my third trip to the Dieppe International Kite Festival in New Brunswick, and
every time has offered something new. A who’s
who of kitemakers from Europe, North America,
Africa, and Australia filled the skies over the
Petitcodiac River for five days, braving high
winds, dead calm, rain, mosquitos, and swarms
of autograph-seeking children.

Dieppe Stilettos
Days of rain before the festival turned Dover
Park into a northern version of the Great Dismal
Swamp. A U2 concert in similar conditions a
week earlier had emptied the WalMart of rubber
boots. But Canadian Tire had a supply of galoshes, and soon nearly everyone was tromping
through the ooze in knee-high vulcanized Dieppe stilettos.

Carl Bigras talks
KAP with the CBC.

David Gomberg boots up.

Fred Taylor entertains with bubbles.

A reflective kite by Les
Cerf-Volant Stylistes.
the grass. With a dozen kites far overhead lit by spotlights,
reflective kites waved on poles as machine-generated smoke
drifted toward sport kite demos by Lam Hoac, the Windjammers, and Jean Lemire.
Gastronomé
Dieppe’s vendors offered myriad ways to mainline cholesterol,
including deep-fried Oreos, deep-fried Mars Bars, and a local
delicacy called poutin: french fries with melted cheese curds
bathed in brown gravy. For those with hearty appetites, the
final banquet served up all-you-could-eat lobster and steak.

Visitors stroll through Martin Blais’ butterfly arch.
Vol Du Nuit
The night fly happened between musical acts at a concert attended by 10,000 festive Acadians, with strong winds aloft and
total doldrums at ground level. So long line launches began,
with kiters pairing up to stretch strings hundreds of feet across

After winning a rokkaku
battle, Scotland’s Dave
Nicholl pulls up his kilt
before the fight resumes.
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Writer’s Cramp
Every child who visited the park — and there were thousands —
received a passport booklet, complete with the name, photo,
and flag of every kiteflier. Soon roving gangs of youths, pens in
hands, scrutinized nametags and tried out new ways to shyly
inquire, “Excuse me, would you sign this?” David Gomberg was
seen carrying children around the field, chasing elusive signatures, while everyone else shook out writer’s cramps.
Lucy In The Sky
With Diamonds
A half dozen kiters took over a
hockey rink for a
Beatles-inspired
indoor show.
Coordinated by
Lisa Willoughby,
the Fab Four took
flight in the hands
of Amy and Connor Doran, Lam
Hoac, Joe Meaux,
and a roller skating Glenn Davison.
The show ended
with children
from the audience
coming onto the
rink to fly miniature kites. k

The Probe 8 by Robert
Valkenburgh of the Netherlands.

Gannets by Les CerfVolant Stylistes.

Tasmania’s Robert
Brasington launches
a train.

Connor Doran

Canada’s Michèle Bérubé
Australia’s Michael
Alvares signs autographs for his fans.

Axel Kostros of Germany

France’s Térèse Uguen

Doves by England’s Karl and
Sarah Longbottom
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Second place winner by France’s Térèse Uguen
A genki by Switzerland’s
Olivier Reymond

First prize winner, “Here Comes The
Sun,” by Canada’s Michèle Bérubé

A rokkaku by Australia’s William Farber

Early To Bali

W

e didn't see a single kite fly at this
year's Bali Kite Festival. The second
stop on a three week trip to celebrate
our 10th anniversary, my wife and I
picked Bali in part because of the kite
festival. The basics of the event are
well documented: three days, dozens of
teams, Indian Ocean breezes, gamalon
music as a soundtrack, traditional Balinese kites include the vaguely fish-like
Bebean, bird-like Jangan, and the "twosided," eye-shaped Pecukan. One basic
that was more difficult to pin down,

A bowed kite by Canada’s Carl Bigras

Dieppe Int’l Kite Festival
Kite Creation Contest
A rokkaku by Dieppe
organizer Alfred Boudreaux
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unfortunately, was the exact timing.
The Web consistently pointed to the 22nd
through 24th of July. If I'd been actively
involved in kiting over the past decade,
I'd probably have known where to verify
this, or who to talk to for more information. But I didn't and we arrived a week
before the festival actually took place.
During that week, we saw plenty of
kites. Kites on the beach. Kites in rice
fields. Kites made from plastic garbage
bags. Kites so big that the thickness
of their line was hard to believe. Kites
flown by fathers and their sons. More
broadly, we saw a culture where kites
are more than toys or hobbies. They are an integral
part of everyday life, so
much so that looking for a
tourist-oriented kite store
(the type you'd find in any
windy vacation spot in the
US) is a fruitless task.
We managed to catch
the festival's set-up on
the way to the airport as
we left for the last leg of
our holiday. Cargo trucks
rolled in with teams of
smiling Balinese (mostly
boys and men) and kites
that spilled over on each

by Peter Jarich
side. Traffic slowed to a crawl when the
kites snagged on a tree or got caught
up in a tight spot on the road. Just
adjacent to the dry rice paddies hosting
the festival, women harvested flowers
against the backdrop of homemade banners and flags. The organizer introduced
himself, proudly told us about the 400+
kites that would be launched and treated
us like honored guests despite the fact
that we just wandered in. We ducked
under massive kites being lifted in along
bridges and tight paths and left the festival without seeing a single kite being
launched, but that's completely okay. k
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Naked beneath my clothes:

The unclothed form in kites

s an artistic subject, the nude model goes back centuries. And kite artists haven’t avoided it either. Before going to France
last year, Dave Butler asked other kiters what they thought of the kites he and wife Diane had made. Some responses:
“I like to think that people can look at a piece of art work and see something more than a naked woman, but sadly too many
people won’t. “Classical” vs “Contemporary” does seem to help. Not sure why classical breasts are more acceptable than contemporary ones, but that’s just me.”
“I think the vast majority wouldn’t have any problem at all with the kites in the air. But like others have said, someone,
somewhere will take offense. I’ve had people take offense at my plain old boring kites at the beach. They came to see a sunset,
and are a furious that I fouled up the sky with a kite. So you just never know what will trip up a person.”
“I remember a festival where a flyer received a complaint from a spectator about Natalie’s Legs being flown. Some people
have just forgotten how to have fun.”
“This is something my wife and I have been struggling with. As schooled artists we find “the nude” as an element of a piece
of art not a bad thing. As Christians we respect the seemingly negative perspective some people have on this topic. We think
they are beautiful kites and tastefully presented nudes. Nicely composed, both as an image and how that image competes/works
with the spars of the kite. I don’t believe we would do nudes on a kite but I like how you two did it.”
Ultimately, the Butlers’ kites were well-received (it was France, after all). So here, for your artistic consideration or prurient
interest, are some of the best naked and nearly-naked kites.

Joann Weber

Olivier Reymond

Dave and Diane Butler
William Farber

Philip McConnachie’s mermaid
comes with a removable bra for
flying in more liberal breezes.
Randy Tom
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Colin Mortimer

Tanna Haynes

Amy Doran
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Pity the poor kitefliers of Lincoln City, OR. Apparently they’ve
gotten so good at putting on traffic-stopping shows that their efforts
have been recognized by the highway department.

David Gomberg

Your Festival Should Be So Lucky

So Simple Anyone Can Do It

In July, brothers Harry and Charlie Thuillier began
kite buggying 1000km up the northeast coast of Brazil, from Natal to Jericoacoara, about the same length as the UK. Challenge enough, sure, but the Thuilliers
had never picked up a kite or ridden a buggy until June.
They got the idea from 2009’s Mad Way South expedition, the first windpowered expedition across the Sahara, and the longest distance travelled by
kite buggy. Craig Hansen, kite buggy expert in New Zealand and one of the four
participants in the Sahara expedition, responded to the brothers’ request for assistance. The conversation went a bit like this:
“Will you be using vehicle support?”
“No.”
“Do you know if anyone has kite buggied the Brazilian coastline before?”
“No, I don’t think so.”
“Have you ever even kite buggied before?”
“Um, no.”
“Do you speak Portugese?”
“Afraid not…”
“I think you’re nuts, but I don’t see why you can’t do it....”

Serious Kites

for

Serious Kitefliers

BIG LIFTERS
Foils & Flowforms
LINE LAUNDRY
Tubes, Tails & Line Art
Craig told them about the lessons he had
learned in the Sahara, and sent two expedition-ready Outlaw buggies to the UK from New
Zealand. He also put them in touch with Karen
Critchley, a women’s buggy freestyle champion. They travelled to Wallop, a land kiting
festival in Dorset, to meet Karen and talk to
other kiters. “Everyone was very friendly and
seemed happy to talk to us two crazy novices
with their idea to kite buggy 1000km in just
two months time,” they reported, and Karen
thought it would be great for the sport.
The adventure is ongoing. Follow it on
www.kitebuggyadventure.com, and look for
more details in an upcoming issue of Kiting.
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GOMBERG

GROUND DISPLAYS
Crowns, Bouncers & Bols

KITE PRODUCTIONS
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

PETER LYNN KITES
Giant Inflatables
WINDFEATHERS
Custom or Stock Banners
G-KITES
Lower Priced Kites & Tails

TEL: (541)996-3083
FAX: (541)994-9692

Skyforms &
Streamers

P.O. BOX 113
NEOTSU, OR 97364
USA

